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288 Of the Manners of Part IV.

< T 2 I [I.

Of the Manners of Polifhed and Commercial Nations.

M:\NKIND, when in their rude ftate, have a great

uniformity of maners; but when civilized, they
are engaged in a variety of purfuits ; they tread on a larger
field, and feparate to a greaterdiftance, If they be gui-
ded, however, by fimilar difpofitions, and by like fug-
geftions of nature, they will probably, in the end, as
well as in the beginning of their progrefs, continue to a-
gree in many particulars ; and while communities admit,
in their members, that diverfity of ranks and profeflions
which we have already defcribed, as the confequence or
the foundation of commerce, they will refemble each o-
ther in many effe@s of this diftribution, and of other cir-
cumflances in which they nearly concur,

UNDER every form of government, ftatefinen endeavour
to remove the dangers by which they are threatened from
abroad, and the difturbances which moleft them at
home. By this condud, if fuccefsful, they in a few ages
gain an afcendant for their country ; eftablith a frontiep
at a diftance from its capital ; they find, in the mutual
defires of tranquillity, which come to poflefs mankind,
and in thofe public eftablithments which tend to keep the
peace of {ociety, a refpite from foreign wars, and a relief
from domeftic diforders. They learn to decide every con-

teft
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telt without tumult, and to fecure, by the authority of
law, every citizen in the poffeflion of his perfonal rights.

I this condition, to which thriving nations a-
fpire, and which they in fome meafure attain, man-
kind having laid the bafis of fafety, proceed to eret a fu-
perflru¢ture fuitable to their views. The confequence is
various in different ftates; even in different orders of men
of the fame community ; and the effed to every indivi-
dual correfponds with his ftation. It enables the ftatef~
man and the foldier to fettle the forms of their different
procedure; it enables the praditioner in every profeflion
to purfue his feparate advantage; it affords the man of
pleafure a time for refinement, and the fpeculative, leifure
for literary converfation or ftudy.

I~ this fcene, matters that have little reference to the
active purfuits of mankind, are made fubjedts of nqui-
ry, and the exercife of fentiment and reafon itfelf becomes
a profeflion. The fongs of the bard, the harangues of
the ftatefinan and the warrior, the tradition and the flory
of ancient times, are confidered as the models, or the
earlieft production, of fo many arts, which it becomes
the object of different profeflions to copy or to improve.
The works of fancy, like the fubje@s of natural hiftory, ,
are diftinguifhed into clafles and {pecies; the rules of eve-
ry particularkind are diftin@ly colle@ed ; and the libra-
ry is ftored, like the warchoufe, with the finifhed manu-
facture of different arts, who, with the aids of the gram-

Oo marian
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marian and the critic, afpire, each in his particular way,
to inftru@ the head, or to move the heart.

EvERY nation is a motley aflemblage of different cha-
raQlers, and contains, under any political form, fome
examples of that variety, which the humours, tempers,
and apprehenfions of men, fo difierently employed, are
likely to furnifh. Every profeflion has its point of ho-
nour, and its {yftem of manners; the merchant his punc-
tuality and fair dealing ; the ftatefman his capacity and
addrefs; the man of fociety, his good-breeding and wit.
Every ftation has a carriage, a drefs, a ceremonial, by
which it is diftinguifhed, and by which it fuppreffes the
national character under that of the rank, or of the indi-
vidual.

THis delcription may be applied equally to Athens
and Rome, to London and Paris. The rude or the
imple obferver would remark the variety he faw in the
dwellings and in the occupations of different men, not in
the afpet of different nations. He would find, in the
ftreets of the fame city, as great a diverfity, asin the ter-
ritory of .a feparate people. He could not pierce through
the cloud that was gathered before him, nor fee how the
tradefman, mechanic, or {fcholar, of one country, thould
differ from thofe of another. But the native of every
provinee can diftinguifh the foreigner ; and when he him-
felf travels, is ftruck with the afpect of a ftrange country,
the moment he pafles the bounds of his own, The.air
of the perfon, the tone of the voice, the idiom of lan-

guage,
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guage, and the ftrain of converfation, whether pathetic
or languid, gay or {fevere, are no longer the fame.

Mawny fuch differences may arifé among polithed
nations, from the effe@s of climate, or from fources of
fathion, that are {till more vnaccountable and obfcure;
but the principal diftin&tions on which we can reft, are
derived from the part a people are obliged to a& in their
national capacity ; from the objects placed in their view by
the ftate; or from the confifcution of government, which
prefcribing the terms of fociety to its fubjects, has a great
influence in forming their apprehenfions and habits.

Tuze Roman people, deftined to acquire wealth by con-
queft, and by the {poil of provinces; the Carthaginians,
intent on the returns of merchandife, and the produce of
commercial fettlements, muft have filled the flreets of
their feveral capitals with-men of a different difpofition
and afpe&t. The Roman laid hold' of his {fword when
he wifhed to be great, and the ftate found her armies
prepared in the dwellings of her people. The Carthagi-
nian retired to his counter on a fimilar proje@; and,

when the ftate was alarmed, or had refolved on a war,

lent of his profits to purchafe an army abroad.

TaE member of a republic; and the fubjeé& of a mo-
narchy, muft differ; becaufe they have different parts af:

figned tothem by the forms of their country: the ene de-

{tined ‘to live with his equals, or, by his perfonal talents
and charader, to contend for pre-eminence; the other,
Qo2 born
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202 Of the Manners of Part IV,

born to a determinate ftation, where any pretence to e-
quality creates a confufion, and where nought but prece-
dence is ftudied. Each, when the inftitutions of his
country are mature, may find in the laws a protecion to
his perfonal rights ; but thofe rights themfelves are dif-
terently underftood, and with a different {fet of opinions,
give rife to a different temper of mind. The republican
muit act in the ftate, to fuftain his pretenfions ; he muft
join a party, in order to be fafe; he muft form one, in
order to be great. The fubject of monarchy refers to his
birth for the honour he claims; he waits on a court, to
fhew hisimportance; and holds out the enfigns of depend-
ence and favour, to gain him efteem with the public.

[¥ national inftitutions, calculated for the preferva-
tion of liberty, inftead of calling upon the citizen to a&
for himfelf, and to maintain his rights, {hould give a fe-
curity, requiring, on his part, no perfonal attention or
effort; this feeming perfeCtion of government might
weaken the bands of fociety, and, upon maxims of inde-
pendence, {eparate and eftrange the different ranks it was
meant to reconcile. Neither the parties formed in repu-
blics, nor the courtly aflemblies which meet in monar-
chical governments, could take place, where the fenfe of a
mutual dependence fhould ceafe to fummon their mem-
bers together. "The reforts for commerce might be fre-
quented, and mere amufement might be purfued in the
croud, while the private dwelling became a retreat for
referve, averfe to the trouble arifing from regards and at-
ientions, which it might be partof the political creed to

believe
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‘believe of no confequence, and a point of honour to hold
In contempt.

Tris humour is not likely to grow either in republics
or monarchies: it belongs more properly to a mixture of
both; where the adminiftration of juftice may be better
fecured ; where the fubject is tempted to look for equali-
ty, but where he finds only independence in its place;
and where he learns, from a fpirit of equality, to hate
the very diftinctions to which, on account of their real
importance, he pays a remarkable deference.

IN either of the feparate forms of republic or monar-
chy, or in a&ting on the principles of either, men are ob-
liged to court their fellow-citizens, and to employ parts
and addrefs to improve their fortunes, or even to be fafe.
They find in both a {chool for difcernment and penetra-
tion; but in the one, are taught to overlook the merits of
a private character, for the fake of abilities that have
weight with the public; and in the other, to overlook
great and refpeCtable talents, for the fake of qualities en-
gaging or pleafant in the fcene of entertainment, and
private fociety. They are obliged, in both, to adapt
themfelves with care to the fafhion and manners of their
country. They find no place for caprice or fingular hu-
mours. The republican muft be popular, and the cour-
tier polite. The firft muft think himfelf well placed in
every company ; the other muft chufe his reforts, and
defire to be diftinguifhed only where the fociety itfelf is e-
fteemed. With his inferiors, he takes an air of protec-

tion ;
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tion ; and fuffers, in his turn, the fame air Jto be taken
with himfelf. It did not, perhaps, require in a Spartan,
who feared nothing but a failure in his duty, who loved
nothing but his friend and the ftate, fo conftant a guard
on himfelf to fupport his character, as it frequently does in
the fubject of a monarchy, to adjuft his expence and his
fortune to the defires of his vanity, and to appear in a
rank as high as his birth, or ambition, can poflibly
reach.

THERE is no particular, in the mean time, in which
we are more frequently unjuft, than in applying to the
individual the fuppofed character of his country; or
more frequently mifled, than in taking our notion of =
people from the example of one, or a few of their mem-
Bers. It belonged to the conftitution of Athens, to have
produced a Cleon, and a Pericles; but all the Athenians
were not, therefore, like Cleon, or Pericles. 'Themifto-
cles and Ariftides lived in the fame age; the one advifed

what was profitable; the other told his country what was
juft.

5 EECT
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S ol G ol IV

The fame [fubjeft continued,

HE law of Nature, with refpeét to nations, is the

fame thatitis with refpect to individuals: it gives to
the collective body aright to preferve themfelves; to em-
ploy, undifturbed, the means of life ; to retain the fruits
of labour ; to demand the obfervance of flipulations and
contraéts. In the cafe of violence, it condemns the ag-
greflor, and eftablifhes, on the part of the injured, the
right of defence, and a claim to retribution. Its applica-
tions, however, admit of difputes, and give rife to va-
riety in the apprehenfion, as well as the pradice of man-

kind.

NaTionNs have agreed univerfally, in diftinguifhing
right from wrong; in exadling the reparation of injuries
by confent or by force. They have always repofed,

a certain degree, on the faith of treaties ; but have a@ed
as if force were the ultimate arbiter in all their difputes,
and the power to defend themfelves, the fureft pledge of
their fafety. Guided by thefe common apprehenfions,
they have differed from one another, not merely in points
of form, butin points of the greateft importance, refpect-
ing the ufage of war, the effects of captivity, and the
rights of conqueft and viftory.

WHEN
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296 Of the Manners of Part IV,

Wnen a number of independent communities
have been frequently involved in wars, and have had
their {tated alliances and oppofitions, they adopt cu-
[toms which they make the foundation of rules, or of
laws, to be obferved, or alledged, in all their mutual
tranfactions. Even in war itfelf, they would follow a
fyftem, and plead for the obfervance of forms in their
very operations for mutual deftruction.

THE ancient ftates of Greece and Italy derived their
manners in war from the nature of their republican go-
vernment ; thofe of modern Europe, from the influence of
monarchy, which, by its prevalence in this part of the
world, has a great effe¢t on nations, even where it is not
the form eftablithed. Upon the maxims of this govern-
ment, we apprehend a diftinétion between the ftate and
its members, as that between the King and the people,
which renders war an operation of policy, not of popular
animofity. While we firike at the public intereft, we
would {pare the private ; and we carry arefpe@ and con-
fideration for individuals, which often ftops the iflues of
blood in the ardour of viftory, and procures to the pri-
foner of war a hofpitable reception in the very city
which he came to deltroy., Thefe practices are fo well e-
ftablifhed, that {fcarcely any provocation on the part of
an enemy, Or any exigence of {fervice, can excufe a tref-
pafs on the fuppofed rules of humanity, or fave the
leader who commits it from becoming an obje& of de-
teftation and horror.,

To
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To this, the general pradice of the Greeks and the
Romans was oppofite. They endeavoured to wound the
ftate by deftroying its members, by de folating its terri-
tory, and by ruining the pnﬂc[hnm of _i;“.‘i fubjeds.
They granted quarter only to inflave, or to bri ing the pri-
{foner to a more folemn execution : ; and an enemy, when
difarmed, was, for the moft part, either fold in the mar-
ket, or killed, that he might never return to ftrength-
en his party. When this was the ifue of war, it was
no wonder, that battles were fought with defj pera-
tion, and t!mt every fortrefs was defended to the laft
extremity. The game of human life went upon a high

take, and was played with a proportional zeal,

THE term barbarian, in this ftate of manners, could
not be employed by the Greeks or the Romans in that
{enfe in which we ufe it; to chara@erife a people regard-
lefs of commercial arts ; profufe of their own lives, and
of thofe of others; vehement in their attachment to one
fociety, and implacable in their antipathy to another,
This, in a great and {hining part of their hiftory, was
their own charader, as well as that of fome other na-
tions, whom, upon this very account, we tii["tis];_t;uijh
by the appellations of barbarous or rude.

IT has been obferved, that _thofe celebrated nations

9 #

areindebted, fora great part of their eltimation, not to the
matter of their hiftory, but to the manner in which it has
been delivered, and to the capacity of their hiftoriane
and other writers. Their ftory has been told by men
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who knew how to draw our attention on the proceed-
ings of the underftanding and of the heart, more than on
the detail of fa&s; and who could exhibit characters to
be admired and loved, in the midft of adtions which
we thould now univerfally hate or condemn. Like Ho-
mer, the model of Grecian literature, they could make
us forget the horrors of a vindictive, cruel, and re-
morfelefs proceeding towards an enemy, in behalf of the
{lrenuous conduét, the courage, and vehement affections,
with which the hero maintained the caufe of his friend
and of his country.

Ounr manners are {o different, and the f{yftem upon
which we regulate our apprehenfions, in many things,
{o oppofite, that no lefs could make us endure the prac-
“tice of ancient nations. Were that pradtice recorded by
the mere journalift, who retains only the detail of events,
without throwing any light on the character of the ac~
tors ; who, like the Tartar hiftorian, tells only what
blood was {pilt in the field, and how many inhabitants
were maflacred in the city; we thould never have diftin-
guifhed the Greeks from their barbarous neighbours,
nor have thought, that the characler of civility pertain-
ed even to the Romans, till very late in their hiftory,
and in the decline of their empire.

[T would, no doubt, be pleafant to fee the remarks of
fuch a traveller as we {fometimes fend abroad to infpe&
the manners of mankind, left, unaffifted by kiftory, to
colle@ the character of the Greeks from the flate of their

country,
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country, or from their practice in war. “ This country,”
he might fay, *“ compared to ours, has an air of barren-

(11

nefs and defolation. I faw upon the road troops of la-

113

bourers, who were employed in the fields; but no

“ where the habitations of the mafter and the landlord.
“ It was unfafe, I was told, torefide in the country; and
“ the people of every diftrict crouded into towns to find ,
“ a place of defence. It is indeed impoflible, that they ' :_ G
can be more civilized, till they have eftablifhed fome R

13

111

regular government, and have courts of juftice to hear
their complaints. At prefent, every town, nay, I may
{fay, every village, adls for itfelf, and the greateft dif- il .

“ orders prevail. I was not indeed molefted; for you

muft know, that they call themfelves nations, and do
all their mifchief under the pretence of war.

I do not mean to take any of the liberties of travel-

* lers, nor to vie with the celebrated author of the
" voyage to Lilliput 3 but cannot help endeavouring to o i
(13 L

communicate what T felt on hearing them {peak

* of their territory, their armies, their revenue, treaties, Il
“ and alliances. Only imagine the church-wardens ."-5"}1
o 11
“ and conftables of Highgate or Hampftead turned
¢ ftatefmen and generals, and you will have a tolerable L
“ conception of this fingular country. I pafled throneh 1t '
u ) : B A T % vl
one {iate, where the beft houfe in tiie f_".'.l‘!j‘:_'_‘_] wonld :il': |;|u-.r-
: . . (el 1 LR
* not lodge the meaneft of your labourers, and where { ‘l‘l_Efpﬁ
. 5 s . ' L i
“ your very beggars would not chufe Jto dine with the it rﬂ;ﬂp
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King ; and yet they are thought a great nation, and |H':-'- i
* have no lefs than two kings. ' 1 {aw one of them; but r
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19

[ 49

L1

149

111

fuch a potentate! he had fearcely cloaths to his back;
and for his Majefty’s table, he was obliged to go to the
eating-houfe with his fubje@s. They have not a fingle
farthing of money; and I was obliged to get food at
the public expence, there being none to be had in the
market. You will imagine, that there muft have been
a fervice of plate, and great attendance, to wait up-
on the illuftrious ftranger; but my fare was a mefs of
forry pottage, brought me by a naked flave, who left
me to deal with it as I thought proper: and even this
I was in contnual danger of having ftoln from me by
the children, who are as vigilant to {eize opportunities,
and as dextrous in fnatching their food, as any ftar-
ved greyhound you ever faw. The mifery of the
whole people, in fhort, as well as my own, while I
ftaid there, was beyond defeription.  You would
think that their whole attention were to torment
them{elves as much as they can: they are even dif-
pleafed with one of their kings for being well liked.
He had made a prefent, while I was there, of a cow
to one favourite, and of a waiftcoat to another *: and
it was publicly faid, that this method of gaining
friends was robbing the public. My landlord told
me very gravely, that a man fhould come under no
obligation that might weaken the love which he owes
to his country ; nor form any perfonal attachment be-
yond the mere habit of living with his friend, and of
doing him a kindnefs when he can.

* Plutarch, in the life of Apefilans,
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I afked him once, Why they did not, for their own Fiw
“ fakes, enable their kings to aflume a little more ftate? "
Becaufe, fays he, we intend them the happinefs of li-
ving with men. When I found fault with their hou-
fes, and faid in particular, that I was furprifed they
did not build better churches ; What would you be
then, fays he, if you found religion in flone walls?
This will fuflice for a fample of our converfation; and 13 &
{ententious as it was, you may believe I did not ftay "
long to profit by it.

“ TuE people of this place are not quite fo ftupid. Vgl
There is a pretty large {quare of a market-place, and !
fome tolerable buildings; and, I am told, they have 'ﬁﬁl‘" ;
fome barks and lighters employed in trade, which IR :frr"'
“ they likewife, upon occafion, mufter into a fleet, like 1 '
“ my Lord Mayor’s fhew. But what pleafes me moft, i I
that I am likely to get a pallage from hence, and uni i ¢
farewell to this wretched country. I have been at fome | o
“ pains to obferve their ceremonies of religion, and to
“ pick up curiofities. I have copied fome infcriptions,
“ as you will {fee when you come to perufe my journal, s I‘F
“ and will then judge, whether I have met with enough to W |'
“ compenfate the fatigues and bad entertainment to which

“ 1 havefubmitted. As for the people, you will believe,

“ from the {pecimen I have given you, that they could not ".II
“ be very engaging company : L].I(Jilc;'!l poor and dirty, | 4 i
“ they ftill pretend to be ;.-'.-.n-f; and a fellow who 1s
“ not worth a groat, is above working for his liveli- “, i r.",_
“ hood. They come abroad barefooted, and without ik
e f
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any cover to the head, wrapt up in the coverlets
under which you would imagine they had flept. They
throw all off, and appear like fo many naked canni-
bals, when they go to violent fports and exercifes; at
which they highly value feats of dexterity and ftrength.
Brawny limbs, and mufcular arms, the faculty of
fleeping out all nights, of fafting long, and of putting
up with any kind of food, are thought genteel ac-
complithments. They have no fettled government
that I could learn ; fomerimes the mob, and {fometimes
the better fort, do what they pleafe: they meet in
great crouds in the open air, and feldom -:tgruc about
any thing. If a fellow has prefumption enough, and
a lond voice, he can make a great figure. There was
a tanner here, fome time ago, who, for a while, car-
ried every thing before him. He cenfured {o loudly
what others had done, and talked {o big of what
might be performed, that he was fent out at laft to
make good his words, and to curry the enemy inftead
of his leather *. You will imagine, perhaps, that he
was prefled for a recruit ; no;-—he was fent to com-

“ mand the army. They are indeed feldom long of one

mind, except in their readinefs to harafs their neigh-
bours. They go out in bodies, and rob, pillage, and

- hai o1 v L 4 -
murder where-ever they come.” So far may we fup-

pofe our traveller to have written ; and upon a recollec-
tion of the reputation which thofe nations have acquired

* Thueydides, lib, 3-——Ariflophanes.
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at a diftance, he might have added, perhaps, * That he
“ could not underftand how {fcholars, fine gentlemen,
and even women, fhould combine to admire a people,

who fo little refemble themielves.”

To form a judgement of the chara@er from which
they acted in the field, and in their competitions with
neighbouring narions, we muft obferve them at home.
They were bold and fearlefs in their civil diffenfions ;
ready to proceed to extremities, and to carry their de-
bates to the decifion of force. Individuals ftood dif-
tinguithed by their perfonal {pirit and vigour, not by
the valuation of their eftates, or the rank of their birth.
They had a perfonal elevation founded on the fenfe of c-
quality, not of precedence. The general of one cam-
paign was, during the next, a private foldier, and fer-
ved in the ranks. They were {olicitous to acquire bodi-
ly {trength ; becaufe, in the ufe of their weapons, battles
were a trial of the foldier’s firength, as well as of the lead-
er's conduct. The remains of their ftatuary, thews a
manly grace, an air of fimplicity and eafe, which being
frequent in nature, were familiar to the artift. The
mind, perhaps, borrowed a confidence and force, from
the vigour and addreis of the body ; their eloquence and
ftyle bore a refemblance to the carriage of the perfon.
The underftanding was chiefly cultivated in the practice
of affairs. The moft JCii"LCquIJJL perfonages were obliged
to mix with the croud, and derived their degree uf a-
{cendency, only from their condué, their eloquence,
and perfonal vigour, They had no forms of expreffion,

to
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to mark a ceremonious and guarded refpet. Invedive
proceeded torailing, and the groffeft terms were often em-
ployed by the moft admired and accomplifhed orators.
Quarrelling had no rules but the immediate diQates of
paflion, which ended in words of reproach, in violence,
and blows. They fortunately went always unarmed ;
and to wear a fword in times of peace, was among them
the mark of a barbarian. When they took arms in the
divifions of faction, the prevailing party fupported itfelf
by expelling their opponents, by profcriptions, and
bloodfhed. The ufurper endeavoured to maintain his
[tation by the moft violent and prompt executions. He
was oppofed, in his turn, by conipiracies and aflaflina-
tions, in which the moft refpe@able citizens were ready
to ufe the dagger.

SvcH was the character of their fpirit, in its occafio-
nal ferments at home; and it burft commonly with a
fuitable violence and force, againfl their foreign rivals
and enemies. The amiable plea of humanity was little
regarded by them in the operations of war. Cities were
razed, or inflaved; the captive {old, mutilated, or con-
demned to die.

WHEN viewed on this fide, the ancient nations have
but a forry plea for efteem with the inhabitants of mo-
dern Europe, who profefs to carry the civilities of peace
into the practice of war; and who value the praife of in=~
difcriminate lenity at a higher rate than even that of mi~
litary prowefs, or the love of their coun try. And yet

they
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they have, in other refpeéts, merited and obtained our
praife. Their ardent attachment to their country ; their
contempt of fuffering, and of death, in its caufe; their
manly apprehenfions of perfonal independence, which
rendered every individual, even undertottering eftablifh-
ments, and imperfect laws, the guardian of freedom to his
fellow-citizens ; their adtivity of mind; in fhort, their

penetration, the ability of their condu@, and force of

their {pirit, have gained them the firft rank among na-
tions.

Ir their animofities were great, their affeions were
proportionate: they, perhaps, loved, where we only
pity ; and were ftern and inexorable, where we are not
merciful, but only irrefolute. ~After all, the merit of a
man is determined by his candour and generofity to his
affociates, by his zeal for national obje@s, and by
his vigour in maintnining political rights; not by
moderation alone, which proceeds frequently from in-
difference to national and public interefts, and which
ferves to relax the nerves on which the force of a pri-
vate as well as a public characer depends.

WHEN under the Macedonian and the Roman mo-
narchies, a nation came to be confidered as the eftate of
a prince, and the inhabitants of a province to be regard-
ed as a lucrative property, the poffeflion of territory, not
the deftru®ion of its people, became the obje of con-
queft. The pacific citizen had little concern in the
quarrels of fovereigns ; the violence of the foldier was
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reftrained by difcipline. He fought, becaufe he was
taught to carry arms, and to obey: he fometimes fhed
unneceflary blood in the ardour of victory; but, except
in the cafe of civil wars, had no paflions to excite his a-
nimofity beyond the field and the day of battle. Leaders
judged of the objedts of an enterprife, and they arrefted
the {word when thefe were obtained.

IN the modern nations of Europe, where extent of
territory admits of a diflinction between the ftate and its
{ubjets, we are accuftomed to think of the individual
with compaflion, feldom of the public with zeal. We
have improved oni the laws of war, and on the lenitives
which have been devifed to foften its rigours; we have
mingled politenefs with the ufe of the fword; we
have learned to make war under the ftipulations of trea-
ties and cartels, and truft to the faith of an enemy whofe
ruin we meditate. Glory is more fuccefsfully obtained
by faving and protecting, than by deftroying the van-
quifhed : and the moft amiable of all objeéts is, in ap-
pearance, attained ; the employing of force, only for the
obtaining of juftice, and for the prefervation of national
rights.

Turs is, perhaps, the principal charadleriftic, on
which, among modern nations, we beftow the epithets of
civihized or of polifbed. But we have feen, that it did
not accompany the progrefs of arts among the Greeks,
nor keep pace with the advancement of policy, litera-
ture, and philofophy., It did not await the returns of

£

learning and politenefs among the moderns; it was

found
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found in early periods of our hiftory, and diftinguifhed,
perhaps, more than at prefent, the manners of ages o-
therwife rude and undifciplined. A King of France,
prifoner in the hands of his enemies, was treated, about
four hundred years ago, with as much diftin&ion and
courtefy, as a crowned head, in the like circumf{lances,
could poffibly expect in this age of politenefs *, The
Prince of Conde, defeated and taken in the battle of
Dreux, flept at night in the fame bed with his enemy
the Duke of Guife .

Ir the moral of popular traditions, and the tafte of
fabulous legends, which are the producion or entertain-
ment of particular ages, are likewife fure indications of
their notions and characters, we may prefume, that the
foundation of what is now held to be the law of war,
and of nations, was laid in the manners of Europe, to-
gether with the fentiments which are exprefled in the
tales of chivalry, and of gallantry. Our fyftem of war
differs not more from that of the Greeks, than the fa-
vourite charadters of our early romance differed from
thofe of the Iliad, and of every ancient poem. The he-
ro of the Greek fable, endued with fuperior force,
courage, and addrefs, takes every advantage of an ene-
my, to kill with fafety to himfelf; and acuated by a
defire of {poil, or by a principle of revenge, is never
ftayed in his progrefs by interruptions of remorfe or com-

* Hume's Hiflory of England.
4+ Dayila,
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paflion. Homer, who, of all poets, knew beft how to
exhibit the emotions of a vehement affe¢tion, feldom at-
tempts to excite commiferation. Hector falls unpitied,
and his body is infulted by every Greek.

Ovr modern fable, or romance, on the contrary, ge-
nerally couples an objeét of pity, weak, opprefled, and
defencelefs, with an objeét of admiration, brave, gene-
rous, and victorious; or fends the hero abroad in fearch
of mere danger, and of occafions to prove his valour.
Charged with the maxims of a refined courtefy, to be
obferved even towards an enemy; and of a {crupulous
honour, which will not fuffer him to take any advanta-
ges by artifice or furprife; indifferent to fpoil, he con=
tends only for renown, and employs his valour to refcue
the diftrefled, and to protect the innocent. If victorious,
he is made to rife above nature as much in his genero~
fity and gentlenefs, as in his military prowefs and va-
lour.

IT may be difficult, upon ftating this contraft between
the {yitem of ancient and modern fable, to aflign, a-
mong nations equally rude, equally addited to war,
and equally fond of military glory, the origin of appre-
henfions on the point of honour, fo different, and fo op-
pofite. ~ The hero of Greek poetry proceeds on the
maxims of animofity and hoftile pafion. His maxims in
war are like thofe which prevail in the woods of Ame-
rica. 'They require him to be brave, but they allow
him to pradlife againft his enemy every fort of deception,

The
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The hero of modern romance profefles a contempt of | !

ftratagem, as well as of danger, and unites in the fame
perfon, characters and difpofitions feemingly oppofite ;
ferocity with gentlenefs, and the love of blood with fen-~
timents of tendernefs and pity.

THE f{yftem of chivalry, when completely formed,

: A £l
procecded on a marvellous refpe@t and veneration to s
the fair fex, on forms of combat eftablithed, and on fy At 8

a fuppofed junction of the heroic and fanétified cha-
racter. The formalities of the duel, and a kind of ju-
dicial challenge, were known among the ancient Celtic o all
nations of Europe. The Germans, even in their native i o
forefts, paid a kind of devotion to the female {fex. The il 98
Chriftian religion injoined meeknefs and compaflion to
barbarous ages. Thefe different principles combined to-
gether, may have ferved as the foundation of a fyftem,

in which courage was directed by religion and love, and i i
the warlike and gentle were united together. When the W
characters of the hero and the faint were mixed, the i
mild {pirit of Chriftianity, though often turned into ve- _
nom by the bigotry of oppofite parties, though it could |::gﬂ”E
not always fubdue the ferocity of the warrior, nor fup- |
prefs the admiration of courage and force, may have ,
eonfirmed the apprehenfions of men in what was to be " " il ‘H
held meritorious and fplendid in the condu@ of their Bl e
quarrels. ! i ey
Il-n I[ll

[In the early and traditionary hiftory of the Greeks éf:_ |.
and the Romans, rapes were afligned as the moft fre-
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quent occafions of war; and the fexes were, no doubt,
at all times, equally important to each other. The en-
thufiafm of love is moft powerful in the neighbourhood
of Afia and Africa; and beauty, as a pofleflion, was pro-
bably more valued by the countrymen of Homer, than
1t was by thofe of Amadis de Gaul, or by the authors of
modern gallantry. “ What wonder,” fays the old Priam,
when Helen appeared, * that nations thould contend for
“ the poffeflion of fo much beauty !” This beauty, in-
deed, was poflefled by different lovers; a fubje@ on
which the modern hero had many refinements, and
feemed to foar in the clouds. He adored at a refpedful
diftance, and employed his valour to captivate the admi-
ration, not to gain the pofleflion of his miftrefs. A cold
and unconquerable chaftity was fet up, as an idol to be
worthipped, in the toils, the fufferings, and the combats
of the hero and the lover.

THE feudal eftablifhments, by the high rank to which
they clevated certain families, no doubt greatly favour-
ed this romantic fyftem. Not only the luftre of a noble
defcent, but the {tately caftle befet with battlements and
towers, ferved to inflame the imagination, and create a
veneration for the daughter and the fifter of gallant
chiefs, whofe point of honour it was to be inacceflible
and chafte, and who could perceive no merit but that of
the high-minded and the brave, nor be approached in a-
sy other accents than thofe of gentlenefs and refpect.

WHAT




Sedt. 4. Polifbed and Commercial Nations. 311

WHAT was originally fingular in thefe appre-
henfions, was, by the writer of romance, turned to

extravagance; and under the title of chivalry was of-

fered a model of condué, even in common affairs: the
fortunes of nations were directed by gallantry; and hu-
man life, on its greateft occafions, became a fcene of
affectation and folly. Warriors went forth to realize the
legends they had ftudied; princes and leaders of armies
dedicated their moft ferious exploits to a real or to a fan~-
cied miftrefs.

BuT whatever was the origin of notions, often fo lof-
ty and {o ridiculous, we cannot doubt of their lafting
effects on our manners. 'The point of honour, the pre-
valence of gallantry in our converfations, and on our
theatres, many of the opinions which the vulgar ap-
ply even to the conduét of war; their notion, that the
leader of an army, being offered battle upon equal
terms, is difhonoured by declining it, are undoubtedly
remains of this antiquated fyftem: and chivalry, uni-
ting with the genius of our policy, has probably fuggeft-
ed thofe peculiarities in the law of nations, by which

1oclern ftates are diftinguithed from the ancient. And
f‘ our rule in meafuring degrees of politenefs and civili-

zation is to be taken from hence, or from the advance-
ment of commercial arts, we fhall be found to have
greatly excelled any of the celebrated nations of antiqui-
ty.
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