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312 Of fuppofed National Eminence, and  Part'V,

PART FIFTH.

Of the Decline of Nations.
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Of fuppofed National Eminence, and of the Viciffitudes of
Huyman Affairs.

O nation is fo unfortunate as to think itfelf infe-
N rior to the reft of mankind : few are even willing

to put up with the claim to equality. The greater
part having chofen themfelves, as at once, the judges and
the models of what is excellent in their kind, are firft in
their own opinion, and give to others confideration or emi-
nence, fo far only as they approach to their own condi-
tion. One nation is vain of the perfonal charaer, or
of the learning, of a few of its members; another, of its
policy, its wealth, its tradefmen, its gardens, and its
buildings ; and they who have nothing to boaft, are
vain, becaufe they are ignorant. The Ruflians, before

the reign of Peter the Great, thought themfelves poflef~
fed
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fed of every national honour, and held the Nemet, or
dumb nations, (the namé which they beftowed on their
weltern neighbours of Europe), in a proportional de egree
of contempt *. The map of the world, in China, was a
fquare plate, the greater part of which was occupied by
the provinces of this great empire, leaving on its fkirts
a few obfcure corners, into which the wretched remain-
der of mankind were fuppofed to be driven. “ If you

have not the ufe of our letters, nor the knowledge of

“ our books,” faid the learned Chinefe to the European

miﬂionary, " what literature, or what fcience, can you

‘ have "

THE term polifbed, if we may judge from its etymo-
logy, originally referred to the ftate of nations in refpect
to their laws and government. In its later applications,
it refers no lefs to their proficiency in the liberal and me-
chanical arts, in literature, and in commerce. But
whatever may be its application, it appears, that if there
were a name ftill more refpetable than this, every na-
tion, even the moft barbarous, or the moft corrupted,
would affume it; and beftow its reverfe where they con-
ceived a diflike, or apprehended a difference. The names
of alien, or foreigner, are feldom pronounced without
fome degree of intended reproach. That of barbarian,
in ufe mth one arrogant people, and that of genteel,

* Strablenberg,
¥ Gemelli Carceri.
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314 Of fuppofed National Eminence, and Part V.

with another, only ferved to diftinguith the firanger,
whofe language and pedigree differed from theirs.

Fvex whete we pretend to found our opiiions on rea-
fon, and to juftify our preference of one nation to ano-
ther, we frequently beftow our efteem 'on circumitances
which do not relate to national characer, and which
have little tendency to promote the welfare of mankind.
Conqueft, or great extent of territory, however peopled,
and great wealth, however diftributed or employed, are
titles upon which we indulge our own, and the vanity
of other nations, as we do that of private men on the
fcore of their fortunes and honours. We even fome-
times contend, whofe capital is the moft overgrown;
whofe king has the moft abfolute power; and at whole
court the bread of the fubject is confumed in the moft
fenfelefs riot. Thefe indeed are the notions of vulgar
minds; but it is impoflible to determine, how far the
notions of vulgar minds may lead mankind.

THERE have certainly been very few cxamples of
ftates, who have, by arts or policy, improved the origi-
nal difpofitions of human nature, or endeavoured, by
wife and effectual precautions, to prevent its corruption.
Affetion, and force of mind, which are the band and
the ftrength of communities, were the infpiration of
God, and original attributes in the nature of man. The
wifeft policy of nations, except in a very few inftances,
has tended, we may fufpe@, rather to maintain the
peace of fociety, and to reprefs the external effecls of bad

paflions,




Set. 1. of the Viciffitudes of Human Affuirs.

315
paflions, than to firengthen the difpofition of the heart
itfelf to juftice and goodnefs, It has tended, by intro-

ducing a variety of arts, to exercife the ingenuity of

men, nml by engaging them in a jvariety of purfuits, in-
quiries, and ftudies, to inform, but frequently to cor-
rupt the mind. Tt has tended to furnifth matter of dif-
tinction and vanity ; and by incumbering the individual
with new fubjects of perfonal care, to fubftitute the an-
xtety he entertains for himfelf, inftead of the confidence
and the afleGtion he thould entertain for his fellow-
creatures.

WaETHER this {ufpicion be juft or no, we are come
to point at circumftances tending to verify, or to difprove
it : and if to underftand the real felicity of nations be
of importance, it is certainly {o likewife, to know what
are thofe weaknelles, and thofe vices, by which men
not only mar this felicity, but in one age forfeit all the
external advantages they had "a.ulcd in a former.

THE wealth, the aggrandizement and power of na-

tions, are commonly the effe@s of virtue; the lofs of

thefe advantages, 1s often a confequence of vice,

WERE we to {fuppofe men to have fucceede

difcovery and application of every art by

are preferved, and governed ; to have atrain _

e admired efta-
blithments and advantages of a civilized and fAourifh-
ing people; the fubfequent part of their hiftory, contain-

forts of wifdom and magnanimity, the
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216 Of Jfuppofed National Eminence, and  PartV.

ing, according to vulgar apprehenfion, a full difplay of
thofe fruits in maturity, of which they had till then carried
only the bloflom, and the firlt formation,thould, {till more
than the former, merit our attention, and excite our
acuniration.

THE event, however, has not correfponded to: this
expeGtation, 'The virtues of men have thone moft du-
ring their ftruggles, not after the attainment of their
ends. Thofe ends themielves, though attained by vir-
tue, are frequently the caufes of corruption and vice.
Mankind, in afpiring to national felicity, have fubititu-
ted arts which increafe their riches, inftead of thofe which
improve their nature. 'They have entertained admira-
tion of themfelves, under the titles of ciwvilized and of
polifbed, where they fhould have been affeCted with
{hame; and even where they have for a while acted on
maxims tending to raife, to invigorate, and to preferve
the national charaéter, they have, fooneror later, been di-
verted from their obje@, and fallen a prey to misfortune,
or to the neglects which profperity itfelf had encoura-

gr:d.

War, which furnifhes mankind with a principal oc-
cupation of their reftlefs {pirit, ferves, by the variety of
its events, to diverfify their fortunes. While it opens.
vo one tribe or fociety, the way to eminence, and leads
to dominion, it brings another to fubjection, and clofes
the fcene of their national efforts. 'The celebrated rival-
thip of Carthage and Rome was, in yoth parties, the

: natural
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natural exercife of an ambitious {pirit, impatient of op-
pofition, or even of equality. 'The condué& and the
fortune of leaders, held the balance for fome time in
fufpenfe ; but to whichever fide it had inclined, a great

nation was to fall; a feat of empire, and of policy, was
to be removed from its place; and it was then to be de-
termined, whether the Syriac or the Latin thould contain

the erudition that was, in future ages, to-occupy the ftu—

dies of the learned.

StaTEs have been thus conquered from abroad, be-

fore they gave any figns of internal decay, even in the

midit of profperity, and in the period of their greateft

ardour for national objects. Athens, in the height of
her ambition, and of her glory, received a fatal wound,
in ftriving to extend her maritime power beyond 111:.-:
Grecian feas. And nations of every defcription, for-
midable by their rude ferocity, relpefled for cheir difei-
pline and military experience, when advancing, as well
as when declining, in their ﬂfcngth, fell a prey, by turns,
to the ambition and arrogant fpirit of the Romans.
Such examples may excite and alarm the jealoufy and
caution of ftates; the prefence of fimilar dangers may exer-
cife the talents of politicians and ftatefmen; but mere re-
verfes of fortune are the common materials of * hiftory,
and muft long fince have ceafed to create our furprife.

Dip we find, that nations advancing from {mall be-
ginnings, and arrived at the pofleffion of arts which
lead to dominion, became fecure of their advantages, in-

3 proportion
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318 Of Juppofed National Eminence, and  PartV,

proportion as they were qualified to gain them; that
they proceeded in a courfe of uninterrupted felicity, till
they were broke by external calamities; and that they
retained their force, till a more fortunate or vigorous
power arofe to deprefs them ; the fubject in {peculation
could not be attended with many difficulties, nor give
rile to many refleftions. But when we obferve among
nations a kind of {pontaneous return to obfcurity and
weaknefs ; when, in {pite of perpetual admonitions of
the danger they run, they fuffer themfelves to be fub-
dued, in one period, by powers which could not
have entered into competition with them in a former,
and by forces which they had often bafled and defpifed ;
the fubject becomes more curious, and its explanation
more difficult.

Tue fadtitfelf is known in a variety of different ex-
amples. The empire of Afia was, more than once, trans-
ferred from the greater to the inferior power. The ftates
of Greece, once fo warlike, felt a relaxation of their vi-
gour, and yielded the afcendant they had difputed with
the monarchs of the eaft, to the forces of an obfeure
principality, become formidable in a few years, and
raifed to eminence under the conduét of a fingle man,
The Roman empire, which ftood alone for ages; which
had brought every rival under fubjetion, and {aw no
power from whom a competition could be feared, funk
at laft before an artlefs and contemptible enemy. Aban-
doned to inroad, to pillage, and at laft to conqueft, on
her frontier, fhe decayed inall her extremities, and thrunk

OIX
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on every fide. Her territory was difinembered, and
whole provinces gave way, like branches fallen down
with age, not violently torn by fuperior force. The
{piric with which Marius had baflled and repelled the
attacks of barbarians in a formerage, the civil and military
force with which the conful and his legions had extended

& " w o n n I
this empire, were now no more, The Roman greatnefs, L i |
doomed to fink as it rofe, by flow degrees, was impaired o bt 1= T
. - - . “ 1] f .l i
in every encounter. It was reduced to its original di- \ {1

menfions, within the compals of a fingle city ; and de-
i B bk
pending for its prefervation on the fortune of a hege, it

was extinguithed at a blow; and the brand, which had e g

filled the world with its flames, funk like a taper in the I
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SUcH appearances have given rife to a general appre-
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henfion, that the progrefs of focieties to what we call i
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the heights of national greatnefs, is not more natural, bt ol 7

than their return to weaknefs and obfeurity is neceflary vl

and unavoidable. The images of youth, and of old il '
age, are applied to nations; and communities, like iy -
fingle men, are fuppofed to have a period of life, and a i;;iﬂ!!l],i '
length of thread, which is {fpun by the fates in one part i s
uniform and ftrong, in another weakened and fhatter- 4 Gl i
ed by ufe; to be cut, when the deftined ara is come, and ' ‘T‘fi

to make way for a renewal of the emblem in the cafe of il :|u“l‘|.111
thofe who arife in fucceflion. Carthage, being {o much M.i:[ lfm >
older than Rome, had felt her decay, fays Polybius, {fo b [14 N
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320 Of fuppofed National Emincnce, &c.  PartV.

THE image indeed is appofite, and the hiftory of
mankind renders the application familiar. But it muft be
obvious, that the cafe of nations, and that of individuals,
are very different. The human frame has a general courfe;
it has, in every individual, a frail contexture, and
2 limited duration; it is worn by exercife, and exhaufted
by a repetition of its functions : But in a fociety, whofe
conftituent members are renewed in every generation,
where the race feems to enjoy perpetual youth, and accu-
mulating advantages, we cannot, by any parity of rea-
fon, expect to find imbecilities connected with mere age
and length of days.

THE fubjeét is not new, 'and refletions will croud up-
on every reader. The notions, in the mean time, which
we entertain, even in {peculation, upon a fubjeét fo im-
portant, cannot be entirely fruitlefs to mankind; and
however little the labours of the fpeculative may influ-
ence the conduct of men, one of the moft pardonable
errors a writer can commit, 1s to believe that he 1s about
to do a great deal of good. But leaving the care of ef-
fects to others, we proceed to confider the grounds of in-
conftancy among mankind, the fources of internal decay,
and the ruinous corruptions to which nations are liable,
in the fuppofed condition of accomplithed civility.

S'EGT.
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<o L S I 1I.

Of the Temporary Efforts and Relaxations of the Nationai
Spirit.

Rom what we have already obferved on the gencral
characteriftics of human nature, it has appeared,

that man is not made for repofe. In him, cvery ami-
able and refpetable quality is an a&ive power, and every
fubje of commendation an effort. If his errors and
his crimes are the movements of an adive being, his
virtues and his happinefs confift likewife in the employ-
ment of his mind; and all the luftre which he cafts a-
round him, to captivate or engage the attention of his
fellow-creatures, like the flame of a meteor, {hines only
while his motion continues: the moments of reft and of
obfcurity are the fame. We know, that the tafks aflign-
ed him frequently may exceed, as well as come fhort of
his powers; that he may be agitated too much, as well
as too little; but cannot afcertain a precife medium be-
tween the fitnations in which he would be harafled, and
thofe in which he would fall into languor. We know,
that he may be employed on a great variety of fubjeds,
which occupy different paflions; and that, in confequence
of habit, he becomes reconciled to very different fcenes.
general 1s, that whatever be the

All we can determine in
5 1 fubjects
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222 Of the Temporary Efforts and Part V.

fubjects with which he i1s engaged, the frame of his na-
ture requires him to be occupied, and his happinefs re-
quires him to be juft.

WE are now to inquire, why nations ceafe to be em:-
nent ; and why focieties which have drawn the attention
of mankind by great examples of magnanimity, con-
du@, and national fuccefs, thould fink from the height
of their honours, and yield, in one age, the palm which
they had won in a former. Many reafons will proba-
bly occur. One may be taken from the ficklenefs and
mconflancy of mankind, who become tired of their pur-
fuits and exertions, even while the occafions that gave
rife to thofe purfuits, in fome meafure continue: Ano-
ther, from the change of fituations, and the removal
of objects which ferved to excite their {pirit.

Tue public fafety, and the relative interefts of {tates;
political eftablifhments, the pretenfions of party, com-
merce, and arts, are fubjets which engage the attention
of nations. The advantages gained-in fome of thefe
particulars, determine the degree of national profperiry.,
The ardour and vigour with which they are at any one
time purfued, is the meafure of a national {pirit. When
thofe objeéts ceafe to animate, nations may be faid to
languifh ; when they are during any confiderable time
negle@ed, ftates muft decline, and their people degene-
rate.

Ix
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[N the moft forward, enterprifing, inventive, and in-
duftrious nations, this fpirit is flutuating; and they
who continue longeft to gain advantages, or to preferve
them, have periods of remiflnefs, as well as of ardour.
The defire of public fafety, is, at all times, a powerful
motive of condu@; but it operates moft, when combi-
ned with occafional paflions, when provocations in-
flame, when fuccefles encourage, or mortifications exa-
{perate.

A whole people, like the individuals of whom they are
compofed, a¢t under the influence of temporary hu-
mours, fanguine hopes, or vehement animofities. They
are difpofed, at one time, to enter on national ftruggles
with vehemence; at another, to drop them from mere
laflitude and difguft. In their civil debates and conten-
tions at home, they are occafionally ardent or remifs.
Epidemical paflions arife or {fubfile, on trivial, as well
as important, grounds. Parties are ready, at one time,
to take their names, and the pretence of their oppo-
fitions, from mere caprice or accident; at another time,
they fuffer the moft ferious occafions to pafs in filence.
If a vein of literary genius be cafually opened, or a new
fubject of difquifition be ftarted, real or pretended difco-
veries fuddenly multiply, and every converfation is in-
quifitive and animated. If a new fource of wealth be
tound, or a profpect of conqueft be offered, the imagina-
tions of men are inflamed, and whole quarters of the
globe are fuddenly engaged in ruinous or in fuccefsful
adventures.

S{a CovLp

¥

. 1

il ¥ -
Al | o
"HE“ - '.

" :':f-| i
Uk

i

b it 1"

i

B

ey 1
} st

i

| |,.“;‘|’.., . &

g

3

L

*s-‘f:ﬂliﬁ
ol

| 54

iy | *




324 Of the Temporary Efforts and Part V.

CouvLp we recall the {pirit that was exerted, or enter
into the views that were entertained, by our anceftors,
when they burft, like a deluge, from their ancient fears,
and poured into the Roman empire, we fhould probably,
after their firflt fuccefles, at leaft, find a ferment in the
minds of men, for which no attempt was too arduous,
no difficulties infurmountable.

TuEe fubfequent ages of enterprife in Europe, were
thofe in which the alarm of enthufiafm was rung, and
the followers of the crofs invaded the Eaft, to plunder a
country, and to recover a fepulchre ; thofe in which
the people in different ftates contended for freedom, and
affaulted the fabric of civil or religious ufurpation ;
that in which having found means to crofs the Atlan-
tic, and to double the cape of Good Hope, the inhabi-
tants of one half the world were let loofe on the other,
and parties from every quarter, wading in blood, and at
the expence of every crime, and of every danger, traver-
fed the earth in fearch of gold.

EveN the weak and the remifs are roufed to enterprife,
by the contagion of fuch remarkable ages; and ftates
which have not in their form the principles of a conti-
nued exertion, either favourable or adverfe to the wel-
fare of mankind, may have paroxyfms of ardour, and a
temporary appearance of national vigour. In the cafe of
fuch nations, indeed, the returns of moderation are but
a relapie to obfcurity, and the prefumption of one age
1s turned to deje@tion in that which fucceeds.

Buw
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But in the cafe of flates that are fortunate in their
domeftic policy, even madnefs itfelf may, in the refult
of violent convulfions, fubfide into wifdom; and a
people return to their ordinary mood, cured of their
tollies, and wifer by experience : or, with talents impro-
ved, in conducting the very {cenes which frenzy had o-
pened, they may then appear beflt qualified to purfue
with fuccefs the ohje& of nations. Like the ancient
republics, 1mmediately after {ome alarming fedition, or
like the kingdom of Great Britain, at the clofe of its ci-
vil wars, they retain the fpirit of activity, which was re-
cently awakened,and are equally vigorous in every purfuit,
whether of policy, learning, or arts. From having appear-
ed on the brink of ruin, they pafs to the greateft profpe-
rity.

MEN engage in purfuits with degrees of ardour not
proportioned to the importance of their obje. When
they are {tated in oppofition, or joined in confederacy,
they only wilh for pretences to ac. They forget, in the
heat of their animofities, the fubject of their controverf{y ;
or they feek, in their formal reafonings concerning it,
only a difguife for their paflions. When the heart is in=
flamed, no confideration can reprefs its ardour; when
its fervour fubfides, no reafoning can excite, and no elo-
quence awaken, its former emotions,

THE continuance of emulation among ftates, muft
depend on the degree of equality by which their forces
are balanced ; or on the incentives by which either par-
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324 Of the Temporary Efforts, and Part V.

ty, or all, are urged to continue their ftruggles. Long
intermiflions of war, fuffer, equally in every period of ci-
vil fociety, the military {pirit to languifh. The reduc-
tion of Athens by Lyfander, ftruck a fatal blow at the
inticutions of Lycurgus; and the quict polleflion of Ita-
ly, happily, perhaps, for mankind, had almoft put an
end to the military progrefs of the Romans, After fome
years of repofe, Hannibal found Italy unprepared for his
onfet, and the Romans in a difpofition likely to drop, on
the banks of the Po, that martial ambition, which, be-
ing roufed by the fenfe of a new danger, afterwards
carried them to the Euphrates and the Rhine.

STaTEs even diftinguifthed for military - prowefs,
fometimes lay down their arms from laflitude, and are
weary of fruitlefs contentions: but if they maintain
the ftation of independent communities, they will have
frequent occafions to recall, and exert their vigour. Even
under popular governments, men fometimes drop the
confideration of their political rights, and appear at
times remifs or fupine; but if they have referved the
power to defend themfelves, the intermiflion of its exer-
cife cannot be of long duration. Political rights, when
neglected, are always invaded ; and alarms from this
quarter muft frequently come to renew the attention of
parties. The love of learning, and of arts, may change its
purfuits, or droop for a feafon; but while men are poi-
feflfed of freedom, and while the exercifes of ingenuity
are not fuperfeded, the public may proceed, at different

times,
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times, with unequal fervour; but its progrefs is feldom
altogether difcontinued, or the advantages gained in
one age are feldom entirely loft to the following.

Ir we would find the caufes of final corruption, we
muit examine thofe revolutions of flate that remove or
with-hold the objects of every ingenious ftudy, or libe-
ral purfuit; that deprive the citizen of occafions to aét
as the member of a public; that crufh his {pirit; that
debafe his fentiments, and difqualify his mind for af-
fairs.
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528 Of Relaxations in the National Spirit Part V.

R AR & T b IIL.

Of Relaxations in the National Spirit incident to Polifbed
Nations.

MproOVING nations, in the courfe of their advance-
ment, have to ftruggle with foreign epemies, to
whom they bear an extreme animofity, and with whom,
in many conflicts, they contend for their exiftence as a
people. In certain periods too, they feel in their dome-
ftic policy inconveniencies and grievances, which beget
an eager impatience; and they apprehend reformations
and new eftablithments, from which they have fanguine
hopes of national happinefs. In early ages, every art is
imperfe@, and fufceptible of many improvements. The
firft principles of every fcience are yet fecrets to be difco-
vered, and to be fucceflively publithed with applaufe
and triumph.

WE may fancy to ourfelves, that in ages of progrefs,
the human race, like fcouts gone abroad on the difcove-
ry of fertile Jands, having the world open before them,
are prefented at every f{tep with the appearance of novel-
ty. They enter on every new ground with expetation
and joy: They engage in every enterprife with the ar-
dour of men, who believe they are going to arrive at

national
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national felicity, and permanent glory; and forget paft
difappointments amidft the hopes of future fuccefs. From
mere ignerance, rude minds are intoxicated with every
paffion; and partial to their own condition, and to their
own purfuits, they think that every {cene is inferior to
that in which they are placed. Roufed alike by fuccefs,
and by misfortune, they are {anguine, ardent, and pre-
cipitant; and leave to the more knowing ages which
fucceed them, monuments of imperfe@t fkill, and
of rude execution in every art; bur they leave likewife
the marks of a vigorous and ardent {pirit, which their
fucceflors are not always qualified to fuftain, or to imi-
tate.

THIs may be admitted, perhaps, as a fair defcription of
profperous focieties, at leaft during certain pertods of their
progrefs. The {pirit with which they advance may be un-
equal, in different ages, and may have its paroxy{ms, and
intermiffions, arifing from the inconflancy of human paf-
fions, and from the cafual appearance or removal of occa-
fions that excite them. But does this {pirit, which fora time
continues to carry on the project of civil and commer-
cial arts, find a natural paufe in the termination of its
own purfuits ! May the bufinefs of civil fociety be ac-
complifhed, and may the occafion of farther exertion be re-
moved ! Do continued difappointments reduce {angnine
hopes, and familiarity with objeéts blunt the edge of no-
velty? Does experience itfelf cool the ardour of the mind ?
May the fociety be again compared to the individual ?
And may it be fufpecied, althongh the vigour of a na-
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tion, like that of a natural body, doezs not wafte by 2
phyfical decay, that yet it may ficken for want of ex-
ercile, and die in the clofe of its own exertions! May
focietizs, 1n the completion of all their defigns, like men
in years, who difregard the amufements, and are in-
{fenfible to the paflions, of youth, become cold and in-
different to obje@s that ufed to animate in a ruder age !
And may a polithed community be compared to a man,
who having executed his plan, built his houfe, and made
his fectlement; who having, in fhort, exhaufted the
charms of every fubjec, and wafted all his ardour,
finks into langunor and liftlefs indifference ! If fo, we
have found at leaft another fimile to our purpofe. But
it is probable, that here too, the refemblance is imper-
fect; and the inference that would follow, like that of
moft arguments drawn from analogy, tends rather to a-
mufe the fancy, than to give any real information on
the fubject to which it refers.

THe materials of human art are never entirely ex-
haunfted, and the applications of induftry are never at an
end. The nartional ardour is not, at any particular time,
proportioned to the occafion there is for a@ivity ; nor
curiofity, to the extent of fubject that remains to be ftu-
died.

Tue ignorant and the artlefs, to whom obje@s of
{cience are new, and who are worft furnithed with the
conveniencies of life, inftead of being more adive, and
more curious, are commonly more quiefcent, and lefs in-

quifitive,
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Set. 3. mcident to Polifbed Nations.
quifitive, than the knowing and the polithed. When
we compare the particulars which occupy mankind
in their rude and in their polifhed condition, they
will be found greatly multiplied and enlarged in the
laft. The queftions we have put, however, deferve to
be anfwered ; and if, in the advanced ages of fociety,
we do not find the objecs of human purfuit removed,
or greatly diminithed, we may find thein at lealt chan-
ged; and in eftimating the national {pirit, we may find
a negligence n one part, but ill compenfated by the
growing attention which is paid to another.

[T is true, 1n general, thatin all our purfuits, there is
a termination of trouble, and a point of repofe to which
we alpire.  We would remove this inconvenience, or
gain thatadvantage, that our labours may ceafe. When
I have conquered Italy and Sicily, fay Pyrrhus, I {hall
then enjoy my repofe. This termination is propefed in
our national as well as in our perfonal exertions: and in
{pite of frequent experience to the contrary, is confider-
ed at a diftance as the height of felicity. But nature
has wifely, in moft particulars, bafiled our project ; and
placed no where within our reach this vifionary blef-
fing of ablolute eafe.: The atrainment of one end is but
the beginning of a new purfuit; and the difcos ery - of
one art 1s but a !l‘nr‘(':".f;-:,‘.;:,’aii‘i-:m of the thread by which we
are -conducted to further inquiries, and only hope to

efcape from the labyrinth.
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AMoxG the occupations that may be enumerated, as
tending to exercife the invention, and to cultivate the ta~
lents of men, are thé purfuits of accommodation and
wealth, including all the different contrivances which
ferve to increafe manufatures, and to perfect the mecha-
nical arts. But it muft be owned, that as the materials
of commerce may continue to be accumulated without
any determinaté limit, fo the arts which are applied to
improve them, may admit of perpetual refinements. No
meafure of fortune, or degree of fkill, is found to dimi-
nith the fuppofed neceflities of human life ; refinement
and plenty fofter new defires, while they furnifh the
means, or practife the methods, to gratify them.

I~ the refult of commercial arts, inequalities of for-
tune are greatly increafed, and the majority of every
people are obliged by neceflity, or at leaft ftrongly in-
cited by ambition and avarice, to employ every talent
they poffefs. After a hiftory of fome thoufand years
employed in manufacture and commerce, the inhabi-
tants of China are ftill the moft laborious and mdufiri-
ous of any people on the furface of the earth.

SomEe part of this obfervation may be extended to the
elegant and literary arts. They too have their mate-
rials, which cannot be exhaufted, and proceed from de-
fires which cannot be fatiated. But the refpect paid to lite~
rary merit is fluctuating, and matter of tranfient fafhion.

When learned produdtions accumulate, the acquifition
of
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of knowledge occupies the time that might be beftowed
on invention. The object of mere learning is attained
with moderate or inferior talents, and the growing lifl
of pretenders diminifhes the luftre of the few who are e-
minent. When we only mean to learn what others have
taught, it is probable, that even our knowledge will be
lefs than that of our mafters, Great names continue to
be repeated with admiration, after we have ceafed to ex-
amine the foundations of our praife; and new pre-
tenders are rejected, not becaufe they fall thort of their
predeceflors, but becaufe they do not excel them; or
becaufe, in reality, we have, without examination, taken
for granted the merit of the firft, and cannot judge of
either.

ArTER libraries are furnifthed, and every path of in-
genuity is occupied, we are, in proportion to cur admi-
ration of what is already done, prepoflefled againt far-
ther attempts. We become fludents and admirers, in-
{tead of rivals; and fubftitute the knowledge of books,
inftead of the inquifitive or animated {pirit in which

they were written.

TuE commercial and lucrative arts may continue to
profper, but they gain an afcendant at the expence of o-
ther purfuits. The defire of profit ftifles the love of per=:
fection. Intereft cools the imagination, and hardens the
heart; and, recommending employments in proportion as
they are lucrative, and certain in their gains, it drives

ingenuity,
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ingenuity, and ambition itfelf, to the counter and the
workihop.

But apart from thefe confiderations, the feparation
of profeflions, while it feems to promife improvement
of fkill, and is actually the caufe why the producions
of every art become more perfeé as commerce advances;
yetin its termination, and ultimate effe&s, {ferves,in fome
meafure, to break the bands of fociety, to fubftitute
form in place of ingenuity, and to withdraw indivi-
duals from the common {cene of occupation, on which
the fentiments of the heart, and the mind, are moft
happily employed.

U~pER the difinction of callings, by which the
members of polifhed fociety are feparated from each o-
ther, every individualis fuppofed to poflefs his {pecies of
talent, or his peculiar {kill, in which the others are con-
fefledly ignorant; and fociety is made to confift of parts,
of which none is animated with the {pirit of fociety it-
felf. “ We feein the fame perfons,” faid Pericles, “ an
“ equal attention to private and to public affairs; and
in men who have turned to feparate profeflions, a
competent knowledge of what relates to the commu-
nity; for we alone confider thofe who are inattentive
to the ftate, as perfecly infignificant.” This encomium
on the Athenians, was probably offered under an appre-
henfion, that the contrary was likely to be charged by

ke
(4
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their enemies, or might foon take place. It happened
accordingly, that the bufinefs of flate, aswell as of war,

came
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came to be worfe adminiftered at Athens, when thele,
as well as other applications, became the objeéts of fepa-
rate profeflions ; and the hiftory of this people abundant-
Iy fthewed, thatmen ceafed to be citizens, even to be good
poets and orators, in proportion as they came to be dif-
tinguithed by the profellion of thefe, and other {eparate

crafts.

Axtaavrs lefs honoured than we, have ihg:lcity c-

nough to procure their food, and to find the means of

their folitary pleafures; but it is relerved for man to

confult, to perfuade, to oppofe, to kindle in the fociety of

his fellow-creatures, and to lofe the fenfe of his perfonal
intereft or fafety, in the ardour of his friendihips and
his oppofitions.

WHEN we are involved in any of the divifions into

which mankind are {eparated, under the denominations

of a country, a tribe, or an order of men any way af-
feCted by common interefts, and guided by communi-
cating paflions, the mind recognifes its natural {tation ;
the fentiments of the heart, and the talents of the under-
ftanding, find their natural exercife.  Wifdom, vigi-
lance, fidelity, and fortitude, are the characters requi-
fite in fuch a fcene, and the qualities which it tends to
improve.

Ix fimple or barbarous ages, when nations are weals,
and befet with enemies, the love of a country, of a par-
ty, or afadtion, arc the fame. The public is a knot
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of friends, and its enemies are the reft of mankind.
Death, or flavery, are the ordinary evils which they are
concerned to ward oft; viGtory and dominion, the ob-
jecs to which they afpire. Under the fenfe of what they
may fuffer from foreiga invafions, it is one objed, in e-
very profperous fociety, to increafe its force, and to ex-
tend its limits. In proportion as this object is gained,
fecurity increafes. They who poflefs the interior diftricts,
remote from the frentier, are unufed to alarms from
abroad. They who are placed on the extremities, remote
from the feats of government,are unufed to hear of poli-
tical interefts ; and the public becomes an obje@ perhaps
too extenfive, for the conceptions of cither. They enjoy
the protection of its laws, or of its armies; and they
boaft of its {plendor, and its power; but the glowing fen-
timents of public affe@ion, which, in finall ftates,
mingle with the tendernefs of the parent and the lover,
of the friend and the companion, merely by having
their object enlarged, lofe great part of their force.

THE manners of rude nations require to be reformed.,
Their foreign quarrels, and domeftic diflenfions, are the
operations of extreme and fanguinary paffions. A ftate of
greater tranquillity hath many happy effe@s. But if nations
purfue the plan of enlargement and pacification, till their
members can no longer apprehend the common ties of
{ociety, nor be engaged by afleclion in the caufe of their
gountry, they muft err on the oppofite fide, and by

leaving
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leaving too little to agitate the {pirits of men, bring on
ages of languor, if not of decay,

THE members of a community may, in this manner,
like the inhabitants of a conquered province, be made to
lofe the fenfe of every connection, but that of kindred
or neighbourhood ; and have no common affairs to tranf-
act, bur thofe of trade : Connections, indeed, or tranf-
actions, in which probity and friendthip may ftill take
place; but in which the national fpirit, whofe ebbs and
flows we are now confidering, cannot be exerted.

WHAT we obferve, however, on the tendency of en-
largement to loofen the bands of political union, can-
not be applied to nations who, being originally narrow,
never greatly extended their limits, nor to thofe who,
in a rude ftate, had already the extenfion of a great king-
dom,

IN territories of confiderable extent, fubje& to one
government, and poflefled of freedom, the national u-
nion, in rude ages, is extremely imperfect. Every di-
{trict forms a {eparate party ; and the defcendents of djf-
ferent families are oppofed to one another, under the
denomination of #rifes or of clans - they are feldom
brought to act with a fteady concert; their feuds and a-
nimofities give more frequent ly the appearance of fp many
nations at war, than of a people united by connedions of
policy. They acquire a fpirir, however, in their private
divifions, and in the midft of a diforder, otherwife hurt-

U ful,”
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ful, of which the force, on many occafions, redounds
to the power of the fate.

WHATEVER be the national extent, civil order, and
regular government, are advantages of the greateft im-
portance ; but it does not follow, that every arrangement
made to obtain thefe ends, and which may, in the ma-
king, exercife and cultivate the beft qualities of men, is
therefore of a nature to produce permanent effects, and
to {ecure the prefervation of that national fpirit from
which it arofe.

WE have reafon to dread the political refinements of
ordinary men, when we confider, that repofe, or inac-
tion itfelf, is in a great meafure their objet; and that
they would frequently model their governments, not
merely to prevent injuftice and error, but to prevent agi-
ration and buftle ; and by the barriers they raife againil
the evil a®ions of men, would prevent them from aching
at all. Every difpute of a free people, in the opinion
of fuch politicians, amounts to diforder, and a breach
of the national peace. What heart-burnings? What
delay to affairs? What want of fecrecy and difpatch?
What defect of police? Men of fuperior genius fome-
times feem to imagine, that the vulgar have no title to
a@, orto think, A great prince is pleafed to ridicule
the precaution by which judges in a free country are
confined to the ftriét interpretation of law *,

* Memoirs of Brandenburg.

WE
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WE eafily learn to contrat our opinions of what men
may, in confiftence with public order, be fafely permit-
ted to do. The agitations of a republic, and the licence
of its members, ftrike the fubjects of monarchy with a-
verfion and difguft. The freedom with which the Eu-
ropean is left to traverfe the ftreets and the ficlds, would
appear to a Chinefe a fure prelude to confufion and a-
narchy. “ Can men behold their {uperior and not
“ tremble! Can they converfe without a precife and
“ written ceremonial? What hopes of peace, if the
“ ftreets are not barricaded at an hour! What wild
“ diforder, if men are permitted in any thing to do
what they pleafe:”

[¥ the precautions which men thus take againft each
other be neceflary to reprefs their crimes, and do not a-
rife from a corrupt ambition, or from cruel jealoufy in
their rulers, the proceeding itfelf muft be applauded,
as the beft remedy of which the vices of men will ad-
mit. The viper muft be held at a diftance, and the ty-
ger chained. But if a rigorous policy, applied to en-
flave, not to reftrain from crimes, has an acual tenden-
¢y to corrupt the manners, and to extinguifth the {pirit
of nations; if its feverities be applied to terminate the
agitations of a free people, not to remedy their corrup-
tions; if forms be often applauded as falutary, becaufe
they tend merely to filence the voice of mankind, or be
condemned as pernicious, becaufe they allow this voice
to be heard ; we may expeét that many of the boafted
improvements of civil fociety, will be mere devices to
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lay the political {pirit at refl, and will chain up the ac-
tive virtues more than the reftlefs diforders of men.

[¥ to any people it be the avowed objec of policy, in
all its internal refinements, to fecure the perfon and the
property of the {fubject, without any regard to his poli-
tical character, the conflitution indeed may be free, but
its members may likewife become unworthy of the free-
dlom they poffefs, and unfit to preferve it, The effeéts
of fuch a conftitution may be to immerfe all orders of
men in their feparate purfuits of pleafure, which they
may now enjoy with little difturbance; or of gain,
which they may preferve without any attention to the
commonwealth, :

Ir this be the end of political ftruggles, the defign,
when executed, in fecuring to the individual his eftate,
and the means of {ubfiftence, may put an end to the ex-
ercife of thofe very virtues that were required in con=
dudlting its execution. A man who, in concert with his
tellow-fubjects, contends with ufurpation in defence of
his eftate or his perfon, may find an exertion of great
gencrofity, and of a vigorous fpirit; but he who, under
political eflablifhments, fuppofed to be fully confirmed,
betakes him, becaufe he is fafe, to the mere enjoyment
of fortune, has in fact turned to a fource of corruption
the very advantages which the virtues of the other pro-
cured. Individuals, in certain ages, derive their pro-
tection chiefly from the ftrength of the party to which
they adhere; but in times of corruption, they flatter

themfitlves,
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themfelves, that they may continue to derive from the
public that fafety which, in former ages, they muft have
owed to their own vigilance and {pirit, to the warm
attachment of their friends, and to the exercife of every
talent which could render them reipected, feared, or be-
loved. In one period, therefore, mere circumftances
ferve to excite the {pirit, and to preferve the manners of
men; 1n another, great umimu and zeal for the good
af mankind on the part of their le caders, are required for

the fame purpofes.

rht, did not die.of a lq.*lzm*\'

RomE, it may be thoug
nor perith by the remiffion of her pulmul ‘thl{l\‘l‘- at
home. Her diftemper : \ppeared of a nature more vio-
lent and acute. "-.’u:t if the virtues of Cato and of Brutus
tound an exercife in the dying hour of the ¢ republic, the
neutrality, and the cautions retirement of Atticus,
tound its {ecurity in the fame tempefluous feafon; and
the great body of the peaple lay undifturbed, below the
current of a ftorm, by which the fuperior 1‘.-mL:s of men
were deflroyed. In the minds of the people, the fenfe
of a public was defaced; and even the :miilmﬁl'}’ of fac-
tion had fubfided: they only could fhare in the com-
meot n,u, who were the foldiers of a legion, or the parti-
fans of a leader.. But this ftate fell not into obf; curity
for want of eminent men. If at the time of which we
ipeak, we look only for a few names dift inguithed in the
hEll(.‘-r}' of mankind, there is no period at which the iijt
was more numerous. But thofe names became diftin-
guithed in the conteft for dominion, not in the exercif{e
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of equal rights: the people was corrupted; the empire
of the known world ftood in need of a mafter.

lEPUBLICAN governments, in general, are in hazard
of ruin from the afcendant of particular factions, and
from the mutinous {pirit of a populace, who being cor-
rupted, are no longer fit to fhare in the adminiftration
of ftate. Bur under other eftablithments, where liberty
may be more fuccefsfully attained if men are corrupted,
the national vigour declines from the abufe of that very
{fecurity which is procured by the fuppoied perfection
of public order.

A diftribution of power and office; an execution of
law, by which mutual incroachments and moleftations
are brought to an end; by which the perfon and the
property are, without friends, without cabal, without
obligation, perfectly fecured to individuals, does ho-
nour to the genius of a nation ; and could not have been
fully eftablifthed, without thofe exertions of underftand-
ing and integrity, thofe trials of a refolute and vigorous
{pirit, which adorn the annals of a people, and leave to
fature ages a fubjedt of juft admiration and applaufe.
But if we fuppofe that the end is attained, and that
men no longer a&, in the enjoyment of liberty, from
liberal fentiments, or with a view to the prefervation of
public manners; if individuals think themfelves fecure
without any attention or effort of their own; this boaft-
ed advantage may be found only to give them an op-
portunity of enjoying, at leifure, the conveniencies and

neceffaries
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neceflaries of life; or, in the language of Cato, teach
them to value their houfes, their villas, their ftatues,
and their pitures, at a higher rate than they do the re-
public. They may be found to grow tired in fecret of
a free conftitution, of which they never ceafe to boaft in
their converfation, and which they always negle&t in
their condudt.

THE dangers to liberty are not the fubjec of our pre-
fent confideration; but they can never be greater from
any caufe than they are from the fuppofed remiflnefs of
a people, to whofe perfonal vigour every conftitution,
as 1t.owed ‘its eftabhithment, {fo muft continue to owe its
prefervation. Nar 1s this bleﬂiug ever lefs fecure than
itis in-the pofleflion of men who think that they en-
joy it in fafety, and who therefore confider the public
only as it prefents to their avarice a number of lucrative
employments; for the fake of which they may facrifice
thofe very rights which render themfelves objedts of ma-
nagement or confideration.

FroM the tendency of thefe refle¢tions, then, it fhould.

appear, that a national {pirit is frequently tranfient, not
on account of any incurable diftemper in the nature of
mankind, but on account of their voluntary neglects and
corruptions. This {pirit fubfifted folely, perhaps, in the
execution of a few projects, entered into for the acquifi-
tion of territory or wealth ; it comes, like a ufelefs wea-
pon, to be laid afide after its end is attained.
ORDINARY
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OrDINARY eftablifhments terminate in a relaxation of
vigour, and are ineffe@ual to the prefervation of ftates ; be-
cauie they lead mankind to rely on their arts, inftead of
their virtues, and to miftake for an improvement of hu-
man nature, a mere acceflion of accommodation, or of
viches. Inflitutions that fortify the mind, infpire courage,
and promote national felicity, can never tend to natio-
nal ruin,

Is it not poflible, amidit our admiration of arts, to
find fome place for thefe? Let ftatefinen, who are in-
trufted with the government of nations, reply for them-
felves. Tt is their bufinefs to fhew, whether they climb
into {tations of eminence, merely to difplay a paflion for
intereft, which they had better indulge in obfcurity;
and whether they have capacity to underftand the hap-
pinefs of a people, the condué of whofe affairs they are
10 willing to undertake. '
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The fame fubjelt continued.

EN frequently, while they ftudy to improve their I i
fortunes, neglect themfelves; and while they rea-
{on for their country, forget the confiderations that moft

deferve their attention. Numbers, riches, and the other il
refources of war, are highly important: but nations _':' )
confift of men; and a nation confifting of degenerate and !
cowardly men, is weak; a nation confifting of vigo- '-=:}pwl: -

rous, public-fpirited, and refolute men, is {trong. The
refources of war, where other advantages are equal, may R/
decide a conteft; but the refources of war, in hands that b 73
cannot employ them, are of no avail,

VIRTUE is a neceffary conftituent of national {trength:

. . . bl

capacity, and a vigorous underftanding, are no lefs ne- .[r!“
ceflary to fuftain the fortune of ftates.” Both are im proved !

[ 8

by difcipline, and by the exercifes in which men are o '
" 8 . - H E

engaged. We defpife, or we pity, the lot of mankind, mﬂ
X 0 (LEN |

while they lived under uncertain eftablithments, and were ! E

obliged to fuftain in the fame perfon, the chara@er of the
fenator, the ftatefman, and the foldier. Polithed nations
difcover, that any one of thefe chara&ers is fufficient in
one perfon ; and that the ends of each, when disjoined, i
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are more eafily accomplifhed. The firft, however, were
circumftances under which nations advanced and pro-
fpered ; the fecond were thofe in which the {pirit relax-
ed, and the nation went to decay.

WE may, with good reafon, congratulate our {pecies
on their having efcaped from a ftate of barbarous difor-
der and violence, into a {tate of domeftic peace and re-
oular policy ; when they have theathed the dagger, and
difarmed the animofities of civil contention ; when the
weapons with which they contend are the reafonings of
the wife, and the tongue of the eloquent. But we can-
not, mean-time, help to regret, that they fhould ever
proceed, in fearch of perfection, to place every branch
of adminiftration behind the counter, and come to em-
ploy, inftead of the ftatefman and warrior, the mere
clerk and accountant,

By carrying this fyftem to its height, men are educa~-
cated, who could copy for Cefar his military inftruc-
tions, or even execute a part of his plans ; but none who
could aét in all the different feenes for which the leader
himfelf muft be qualified, in the ftate and in the field,
in times of order or of tumult, in times of divifion or
of unanimity; none who could animate the council
when deliberating on ordinary occafions, or when alarm-
ed by attacks from abroad. ;

TuE policy of China is the moft perfet model of an
arrangement, at which the ordinary refinements of go-
vernment
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vernment are aimed ; and the inhabitants of this empire
poflefs, in the higheft degree, thofe arts on which vul-
gar minds make the felicity and greatnefs of nations to
depend.  The ftate has acquired, in a meafore unequal-
led in the hiftory of mankind, numbers of men, and the
other refources of war. They have done what we are
very apt to admire; they have brought national affairs

to the level of the meaneft capacity ; they have broke

them into parts, and thrown them into feparate de
ments ; they have clothed every proceeding with {plen-
did ceremonies, and majeftical forms; and where the
reverence of forms cannot reprefs diforder, a rigorous
and fevere police, armed with every {pecies of corporal
punifhment, is applied to the purpofe. The whip, and
the cudgel, are held up to all orders of men; they are
at once employed, and they are dreaded by every magi-
ftrate. A mandarine is whipped, for having ordered a
pickpocket to receive too few or too many blows.

EvERY department of {tate 1s made the obje® of a fe-
parate profeflion, and every candidate for office muil
have pafled through a regular education; and, as in the
graduations of the univerfity, muft have obtained by his
proficiency, or his ftanding, the degree to which he a-
{pires. 'The tribunals of ftate, of war, and of the
revenue, as well as of literature, are condudted by gra-
duates in their different {tudies: but while learning is
the great road to preferment, it terminates, ia being
able to read, and to write; and the great object of go-
vernment confifts in raifing, and in confuming the fiuits
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of the earth. With all thefe refources, and this learn-
ed preparation, which is made to turn thefe refources to
ufe, the ftate is in reality weak ; has repeatedly given
the example which we feck to explain ; and among the
doctors of war or of policy, among the millions who
are fet apart for the military profeflion, can find none
of its members who are fit to ftand forth in the dangers
of their country, or to form a defence againft the re-
peated inroads of an  enemy reputed to be artlefs and
mean.

It is difficult to tell how long the decay of ftates
might be fufpended by the cultivation of arts on which
their real felicity and ftrength depend ; by cultivating in
the higher ranks thofe talents for the council and the
field, which cannot, without great dif'advantagc, be fe-
parated; and in the body of a people, that zeal for
their country, and that military charaéter, which enable
them to take a {hare in defending its rights,

TiMEs may come, when every proprictor muft de-
fend his own pofleffions, and every free people maintain
their own independence.  'We may imagine, that againft
fuch an extremity, an army of hired troops is a fufficient
precaution ; but their own troops are the very enemy a-
gainft which a people is fometimes obliged to fight. We
may flatter ourlelves, that extremities of this fort, in any
particular cafe, are remote; but we cannot, in reafoning
on the general fortunes of mankind, avoid putting the
cafe, and referring to the examples in which it has hap~-

pened.
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pened. It has happéned in every inftance where the
polifhed have fallen a prey to the rude, and where the
pacific inhabitant has been reduced to fubjeétion by mi-
litary force.

I¥ the defence and government of a people be made
to depend ‘on a few, who make the conduct of ftate or
of war their profeflion; whether thefe be foreigners or
natives; whether they be called away of a fudden, like
the Roman legion from Britain; whether they turn a-
gainit their employers, like the army of Carthage, or be
overpowered and difperfed by a ftroke of fortune, the
multitude of a cowardly and undifciplined people muit,
on fuch an emergence, receive a foreign or a domeftic
enemy, as they would a plague or an earthquake, with
hopelefs amazement and terror, and by their numbers,
only fwell the triumphs, and enrich the fpoil of a con-
queror.

STATESMEN and leaders of armies, accuftomed to the
mere obfervance of forms, are difconcerted by a fufpen-
fion of cuftomary rules; and on flight grounds defpair
of their country. They were qualified only to go the
rounds of a particular track; and when forced from
their ftations, are in reality unable to a& with men.
They only took part in formalities, of which they un-
derftood not the tendency; and together with the modes
of procedure, even the very ftate itfelf, in their appre-
henfion, has ceafed to exift. The numbers, pofleffions,
and refources of ‘a great people, only ferve, in their

view,
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, to conftitute a {cene of hopelefs confufion and ter-

rar,

[~ rude ages, under the appellations of a community, a
people, or a nation, was underflood a number of men;
and the ftate, while its members remained, was account-
ed entire. 'The Scythians, while they fled before Da-
rius, mocked at his childith attempt; Athens furvived
the devaftations of Xerxes; and Rome, in its rude {tate,
thofe of the Gauls., With polithed and mercantile
{tates, thecafe is fometimes reverfed. - The nation is a
territory, cultivated and mmproved by its owners; de-
firoy the poileflion, evenr while the mafter remains, the
itate is undone,

TuaT weaknefs and effeminacy of which polifhed na-
tions are fometimes accufed, has its place probably in
the mind alone. The firength of animals, and that of
man in particular, depends on his feeding, and the
kind of labour to which he is ufed.. Wholefome food,
and hard labour, the portion of many in every polithed
and commercial nation, fecure ro the public a number
of men endued with bodily ftrength, and inured to
hardfhip and toil.

EvEN delicate living, and good accommodation, are
not found to enervate the body. The armies of Europe
have been obliged to make the experiment; and the chil-
dren of opulent families, bred in effeminacy, or nurfed
with tender care, have been made to contend with the

favage.
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favage. -By imitating his arts, they have learned, like
him, to traverfe the foreft ; and, in every feafon, to fub-
fift in the defert. They have, perhaps, recovered a lef~
fon, which it has coft civilized nations many ages to
unlearn, That the fortune of a man is entire while he
remains pofielled of himfelf.

[T may be thought, however, that few of the cele-
brated nations of antiquity, whofe fate has given rife
to {o much reflection on the viciflitudes of human af-
fairs, had made any great progrefs in thofe enervating
arts we have mentioned ; or- made thofe arrangements
from which the danger in queftion could be fuppofed to
arife,. The Grecks, in particular, at the time of their
fall under the Macedonian yoke, had certainly not car-
ried the commercial arts to {fo great a height as is com-
mon with the moft flourifthing and profperous nations
of Europe. They had ftill retained the form of inde-
pendent republics ; the people were generally admittec
toa thare in the government; and not being able to hire
armies, they were obliged, by neceflity, to bear a part
in the defence of their country. By their frequent wars
and domeftic commotions, they were accuftomed to
danger, and were familiar with alarming fituations:
they were accordingly {1ill accounted the beft {oldiers
;uui the beft ftatefinen of the known world, The young-
er Cyrus promifed him{elf the empire of Afia by means
of their aid; and after his fall, a body of ten thoufand,
although bereft of their leaders, baflled, in their re-
treat, all the military force of the Perfian empire. The
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victor of Afia did not think himfelf prepared for that
conqueft, till he had formed an army from the fubdued

republics of Greece.

IT is, however, true, that in the age of Philip, the
military and political {pirit of thofe nations appears to
have been confiderably impaired, and to have fuffered,
perhaps, from the wvariety of interelts and purfuits, as
well as of pleafures, with which their members came to
be occupied: they even made a kind of feparation be-
tween the civil and military character. Phocion, we
are told by Plutarch, having obferved that the leading
men of his time followed different courfes, that fome
applied themfelves to civil, others to military affairs,
determined rather to follow the examples of Themifto-
cles, Ariftides, and Pericles, the leaders of a former age,
who were equally prepared for either,

WE find in the orations of Demofthenes, a perpetual
reference to this ftate of manners. We find him ex-
horting the Athenians, not only to declare war, but to
arm themfelves for the execution of their own military
plans. We find that there was an order of military
men, who eafily paffed from the fervice of one ftate to’
that of another; and who, when they were negle@ed
from home, turned away to enterprifes on their own
account. .There were not, perhaps, better warriors in
any former age; but thofe warriors were not artached
to any ftate; and the fettled inhabitants of every city
thought themfelves difqualified for military fervice.

The
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The difcipline of armies was perhaps improved; but
the vigour of nations was gone to decay. When Philip,
or Alexander, defeated the Grecian armies, which were
chiefly compofed of foldiers of fortune, they found an
caly conqueft with the other inhabitants: and when
the latter, afterwards fupported by thofe foldiers, inva-
ded the Perfian empire, he {feems to have left little mar-
tial {pirit behind him; and by removing the military
men, to have taken precaution enough, in his abfence,
to fecure his dominion over this mutinous and refrac-

=

tory people.

TuEe fubdivifion of arts and profeflions, in certain e-
amples, tends to improve the practice of them, and to
promote their ends. By having feparated the arts of
the clothier and the tanner, we are the better fupplied
with fhoes and with cloth, But to feparate the arts
which form the citizen and the ftatefman, the arts of
policy and war, is an attempt to difinember the human
charadter, and to deftroy thofe very arts we mean to im-
prove. By this feparation, we in efle deprive a free
people of what is neceflary to their fafety; or we pre-
pare a defence againft invafions from abroad, which
gives a profpect of ufurpation, and threatens the efta-
blilhment of military government at home.,

WE may be furprifed to find the beginning of certain
military inftructions at Rome, referred to a time no
earlier than that of the Cimbric war. It was then, we
are told by Valerius Maximus, that Roman foldiers
were made to learn from gladiators the ufe of a fwvord:
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and the '\nmgﬁm-[ia of Phyrrhus and of Ha innibal were,
by the accol it of this writer, ftill in need of inftruction
o the firft rudiments of their trade, They had already,
by the order and choice of their incampments, imprei-
fed the Grecian invader with awe and refpect; they had
already, not by their viGtories, but by their narional vi-
gour and firmnefs, under repeated defeats, induced him
to fue for peace. But the haughty Roman, perhaps,
knew the advantage of order and of union, without ha-
ving been broke to the inferior arts of the mercenary
{oldier; and had the courage to face the enemies of his
country, without having pr a@ifed the ufe of his weapon
under the fear of being whipped. He could illbe perfua-
ded, thata time might come, when refined and intelligent
nations would make the art of war to confift in a few tech-
nical forms; that citizens and foldiers might come to be
diftinguithed as much as women and men ; that theciti-
zen x-‘ould become poflefled of a property which he
would not be able, or required, todefend; that the foldier
would be appointed to keep for another what he would be
taught to defire, and what he would be enabled to feize for
him{elf; that, in fhort, one fet of men were to have an
intereft in the prefervation of civil eftablithments, with-
out the power to defend them; that the other were to
have this power, without either the inclination or the

intereft.

Tuis people, however, by degrees came to put their
military force on the very footing to which this defcrip-
tion
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tion alludes. Marius made a capital change in the man-
ner of levying foldiers at Rome: He filled his legions
with the mean and the indigent, who depended on mi-
litary pay for fubfiftence; he created a force which reft-
ed on mere difcipline alone, and the fkill of the gladia-
tor; he taught his troops to employ their {words againft
the conftitution of their country, and fet the example
of a practice which was {foon adopted and improved by
his fucceflors.

THE Romans only meant by their armies to incroach
on the freedom of other nations, while they preferved
their own. They forgot, that in aflembling foldiers of
fortune, and in fuffering any leader to be mafter of a
difciplined army, they actually refigned their political
rights, and fuffered a mafter to arife for the {tate.
This people, in thort, whofe ruling paffion was depre-
dation and conqueft, perifhed by the recoil of an engine
which they themfelves had erected againft mankind.

THE boafted refinements, then, of the polifhed age,
are not divefted of danger. They open a door, perhaps,
to difafter, as wide and acceflible as any of thofe they
have fhut. If they build walls and ramparts, they e-
nervate the minds of thofe who are placed to defend
them; if they form diftiplined armies, they reduce the
military {pirit of entire nations; and by placing the
fword where they have given a diftafte to civil eftablifh-
ments, they prepare for mankind the government of
force.
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It is happy for the nations of Europe, that the dif-
parity between the foldier and the pacific citizen can
never be fo great as it became among the Greeks and
the Romans. In the ufe of modern arms, the novice is
made to learn, and to practife with eafe, all that the ve~
teran knows; and if to teach him were a matter of real
difficulty, happy are they who are not deterred by fuch
difficulties, and who can difcover the arts which tend to
fortify and preferve, not to enervate and ruin their
country.
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SaisE il E V.
Of National Wafle.

HE f{trength of nations confifts in the wealth,

the numbers, and the charadter, of their people,
The hiftory of their progrefs from a ftate of rudenefs, is,
for the moft part, a detail of the ftruggles they have
maintained, and of the arts they have pradtifed, to
ftrengthen, or to fecure themfelves. Their conquefts,
their population, and their commerce, their civil and
military arrangements, their fkill in the conftruéion
of weapons, and in the methods of attack and defence;
the very diftribution of tafks, whether in private bufi-
nefs or in public affairs, either tend to beftow, or pro-
mife to employ with advantage, the conftituents of a
national force, and the refources of war.

Ir we fuppofe, that together with thefe advantages,
the military character of a people remains, or is impro-
ved, it muft follow, that what is gained in civiliza-
tion, is a real increafe of ftrength; and that the ruin
of nmations could never take its rife from themfelves.
Where ftates have ftopped fhort in their progrefs, or

have
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have aGually gone to decay, we may fufped, that how-
ever difpofed to advance, they have found a limit, beyond
which they could not proceed; or from a remiflion of
the national fpirit, and a weaknefs of charalter, were
unable to make the moft of their refources, and natural
advantages. On this fuppofition, from being ftationary,
they may begin to relapfe, and by a retrograde motion,
in a fucceflion of ages, arrive at a ftate of greater weak-
nefs, than that which they quitted in the beginning of
their progrefs; and with the appearance of better arts,
and fuperior condué, expofe themfelves to become a
prey to barbarians, whom, in the attainment, or the

height of their glory, they had eafily baffled or defpifed.

WxATEVER may be the natural wealth of a people,
or whatever may be the limits beyond which they can-
not improve on their ftock, it is probable, that no na-
tion has ever reached thofe limits, or has been able to
poftpone its misfortunes, and the eflects of mifconduét,
until its fund of materials, and the fertility of its foil,
were exhaufted, or the numbers of its people were great-
Iy reduced. The fame errors in policy, and weaknefs
of manners, which prevent the proper ufe of refources,
likewife check their increafe, or improvement.

THE wealth of the ftate confifts in the fortune of its
members. The actual revenue of the {late is that fhare
of every private fortune, which the public has been ac-
cuftomed to demand for national purpofes. This revenue
cannot be always proportioned to what may be fuppofed

redundant
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redundant in the private eftate, but to what is, in fome

meafure, thought {o by the ewner; and to what he may
be made to {pare, without intrenching on his manner of
living, and without fufpending his projects of expence,
or of commerce, It fhould appear, therefore, that any
immoderate increafe of private expenceis a prelude to na-
tional weaknefs: government, even while each of its
fubje@s confumes a princely eftate, may be ftraitened in
point of revenue, and the paradox be explained by exam-
ple, That the public is poor, whileits members are rich.

WE are frequently led into error by miftaking money
for riches; we think thata people cannot be impoverithed
by a wafte of money which is {pent among themfelves.
The faét is, that men are impoverithed, only in two ways ;
either by having their gains {fufpended, or by having
their f{ubftance confumed; and money expended at
home, being circulated, and not confumed, cannot, a-
ny more than the exchange of a tally, or a counter, a-
mong a certain number of hands, tend to diminith the
wealth of the company among whom it is handed a-
bout. But while money circulates at home, the neceffa~
ries of life, which are the real conflituents of wealth,
may be idly confumed ; the induftry which might be
employed to increafe the ftock of a people, may be fui-
pended, or turned to abufe.

GREAT armies, maintained either at home or abroad,
without any national obje, are fo many mouths unne-
ceffarily opened to wafte the ftores of the public, and fo

manwv
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many hands with-held from the arts by which its pro-
fits are made. Unfuccefsful enterprifes are fo many ven-
tures thrown away, and lofles fuftained, proportioned to
the capital employed in the fervice. The Helvetii, in order
to invade the Roman province of Gaul, burnt their habi-
tations, dropt their inftruments of hufbandry, and con-
fumed, in one year, the favings of many. ‘The enter-
prife failed of fuccefs, and the nation was undone.

STaTES have endeavoured, in fome inftances, by
pawning their credit, inftead of employing their capi-
tal, to difguife the hazards they ran. They have found,
in the loans they raifed, a cafual refource, which en-
couraged their enterprifes. They have feemed, by their
manner of erecting transferable funds, to leave the ca-
pital for purpofes of trade, in the hands of the fubject,
while it is actually expended by the government. They
have, by thefe means, proceeded to the execution of
great national projects, without fufpending private in-
duftry, and have left future ages to anfiwer, in part, for
debts contracted with a view to future emolument. So
far the expedient is plaufible, and appears to be juft.
The growing burden too, is thus gradually laid ; and if a
nation be to fink in fome future age, every minifter hopes
it may fiill keep afloat in his own. But the meafure,
for this very reafon, is, with all its advantages, extreme-
ly dangerous, in the hands of a precipitant and ambi-
tious adminiftration, regarding only the prefent occafion,
and 1magining a flate to be inexhauftible, while a capi-
tal can be borrowed, and the intereft be paid.

WE
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WE are told of a nation, who, during a certain pe-
riod, rivalled the glories of the ancient world, threw off
the dominion of a mafter armed againft them with the
powers of a great kingdom, broke the yoke with which
they had been opprefled, and almoft within the courfe of
a century, raifed, by their induftry and national vigour,
a new and formidable power, which ftruck the former
potentates of Europe with awe and fufpenfe, and turn-
ed the badges of poverty with which they fet out, into
the enfigns of war and dominion. This end was attajn-
ed by the great cfforts of a {pirit awaked by oppreflion,
by a fuccefsful purfuit of national wealth, and by a ra-
pid anticipation of future revenue. But this illuftrious
ftate is fuppofed, not only in the language of a former
{feCtion, to have preoccupied the bufinefs ; they have fe-
queftered the inheritance of many ages to come,

GREAT national expence, however, does not imply
the neceflity of any national fuffering. While revenue is
applied with fuccefs, to obtain fome valuable end; the
profits of every adventure, being more than fufficient to
repay its cofts, the public thould gain, and its refour-
ces fhould continue to multiply. But an expence, whe-
ther fuftained at home or abroad, whether a wafte of the
prefent, or an anticipation of future, revenue, if it bring
no proper return, is to be reckoned among the caufes of
national ruin,
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