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<o L S I 1I.

Of the Temporary Efforts and Relaxations of the Nationai
Spirit.

Rom what we have already obferved on the gencral
characteriftics of human nature, it has appeared,

that man is not made for repofe. In him, cvery ami-
able and refpetable quality is an a&ive power, and every
fubje of commendation an effort. If his errors and
his crimes are the movements of an adive being, his
virtues and his happinefs confift likewife in the employ-
ment of his mind; and all the luftre which he cafts a-
round him, to captivate or engage the attention of his
fellow-creatures, like the flame of a meteor, {hines only
while his motion continues: the moments of reft and of
obfcurity are the fame. We know, that the tafks aflign-
ed him frequently may exceed, as well as come fhort of
his powers; that he may be agitated too much, as well
as too little; but cannot afcertain a precife medium be-
tween the fitnations in which he would be harafled, and
thofe in which he would fall into languor. We know,
that he may be employed on a great variety of fubjeds,
which occupy different paflions; and that, in confequence
of habit, he becomes reconciled to very different fcenes.
general 1s, that whatever be the

All we can determine in
5 1 fubjects

it B
.“- ::-"'.',w k.‘:

el &
g

L
i
Ny

;'J'H'Fll.l; .‘g



222 Of the Temporary Efforts and Part V.

fubjects with which he i1s engaged, the frame of his na-
ture requires him to be occupied, and his happinefs re-
quires him to be juft.

WE are now to inquire, why nations ceafe to be em:-
nent ; and why focieties which have drawn the attention
of mankind by great examples of magnanimity, con-
du@, and national fuccefs, thould fink from the height
of their honours, and yield, in one age, the palm which
they had won in a former. Many reafons will proba-
bly occur. One may be taken from the ficklenefs and
mconflancy of mankind, who become tired of their pur-
fuits and exertions, even while the occafions that gave
rife to thofe purfuits, in fome meafure continue: Ano-
ther, from the change of fituations, and the removal
of objects which ferved to excite their {pirit.

Tue public fafety, and the relative interefts of {tates;
political eftablifhments, the pretenfions of party, com-
merce, and arts, are fubjets which engage the attention
of nations. The advantages gained-in fome of thefe
particulars, determine the degree of national profperiry.,
The ardour and vigour with which they are at any one
time purfued, is the meafure of a national {pirit. When
thofe objeéts ceafe to animate, nations may be faid to
languifh ; when they are during any confiderable time
negle@ed, ftates muft decline, and their people degene-
rate.
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Sedt. 2. Relaxations of the National Spirit. 223

[N the moft forward, enterprifing, inventive, and in-
duftrious nations, this fpirit is flutuating; and they
who continue longeft to gain advantages, or to preferve
them, have periods of remiflnefs, as well as of ardour.
The defire of public fafety, is, at all times, a powerful
motive of condu@; but it operates moft, when combi-
ned with occafional paflions, when provocations in-
flame, when fuccefles encourage, or mortifications exa-
{perate.

A whole people, like the individuals of whom they are
compofed, a¢t under the influence of temporary hu-
mours, fanguine hopes, or vehement animofities. They
are difpofed, at one time, to enter on national ftruggles
with vehemence; at another, to drop them from mere
laflitude and difguft. In their civil debates and conten-
tions at home, they are occafionally ardent or remifs.
Epidemical paflions arife or {fubfile, on trivial, as well
as important, grounds. Parties are ready, at one time,
to take their names, and the pretence of their oppo-
fitions, from mere caprice or accident; at another time,
they fuffer the moft ferious occafions to pafs in filence.
If a vein of literary genius be cafually opened, or a new
fubject of difquifition be ftarted, real or pretended difco-
veries fuddenly multiply, and every converfation is in-
quifitive and animated. If a new fource of wealth be
tound, or a profpect of conqueft be offered, the imagina-
tions of men are inflamed, and whole quarters of the
globe are fuddenly engaged in ruinous or in fuccefsful
adventures.
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324 Of the Temporary Efforts and Part V.

CouvLp we recall the {pirit that was exerted, or enter
into the views that were entertained, by our anceftors,
when they burft, like a deluge, from their ancient fears,
and poured into the Roman empire, we fhould probably,
after their firflt fuccefles, at leaft, find a ferment in the
minds of men, for which no attempt was too arduous,
no difficulties infurmountable.

TuEe fubfequent ages of enterprife in Europe, were
thofe in which the alarm of enthufiafm was rung, and
the followers of the crofs invaded the Eaft, to plunder a
country, and to recover a fepulchre ; thofe in which
the people in different ftates contended for freedom, and
affaulted the fabric of civil or religious ufurpation ;
that in which having found means to crofs the Atlan-
tic, and to double the cape of Good Hope, the inhabi-
tants of one half the world were let loofe on the other,
and parties from every quarter, wading in blood, and at
the expence of every crime, and of every danger, traver-
fed the earth in fearch of gold.

EveN the weak and the remifs are roufed to enterprife,
by the contagion of fuch remarkable ages; and ftates
which have not in their form the principles of a conti-
nued exertion, either favourable or adverfe to the wel-
fare of mankind, may have paroxyfms of ardour, and a
temporary appearance of national vigour. In the cafe of
fuch nations, indeed, the returns of moderation are but
a relapie to obfcurity, and the prefumption of one age
1s turned to deje@tion in that which fucceeds.
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Sceti 4. Relaxations of the National Spirit, 3235

But in the cafe of flates that are fortunate in their
domeftic policy, even madnefs itfelf may, in the refult
of violent convulfions, fubfide into wifdom; and a
people return to their ordinary mood, cured of their
tollies, and wifer by experience : or, with talents impro-
ved, in conducting the very {cenes which frenzy had o-
pened, they may then appear beflt qualified to purfue
with fuccefs the ohje& of nations. Like the ancient
republics, 1mmediately after {ome alarming fedition, or
like the kingdom of Great Britain, at the clofe of its ci-
vil wars, they retain the fpirit of activity, which was re-
cently awakened,and are equally vigorous in every purfuit,
whether of policy, learning, or arts. From having appear-
ed on the brink of ruin, they pafs to the greateft profpe-
rity.

MEN engage in purfuits with degrees of ardour not
proportioned to the importance of their obje. When
they are {tated in oppofition, or joined in confederacy,
they only wilh for pretences to ac. They forget, in the
heat of their animofities, the fubject of their controverf{y ;
or they feek, in their formal reafonings concerning it,
only a difguife for their paflions. When the heart is in=
flamed, no confideration can reprefs its ardour; when
its fervour fubfides, no reafoning can excite, and no elo-
quence awaken, its former emotions,

THE continuance of emulation among ftates, muft
depend on the degree of equality by which their forces
are balanced ; or on the incentives by which either par-
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324 Of the Temporary Efforts, and Part V.

ty, or all, are urged to continue their ftruggles. Long
intermiflions of war, fuffer, equally in every period of ci-
vil fociety, the military {pirit to languifh. The reduc-
tion of Athens by Lyfander, ftruck a fatal blow at the
inticutions of Lycurgus; and the quict polleflion of Ita-
ly, happily, perhaps, for mankind, had almoft put an
end to the military progrefs of the Romans, After fome
years of repofe, Hannibal found Italy unprepared for his
onfet, and the Romans in a difpofition likely to drop, on
the banks of the Po, that martial ambition, which, be-
ing roufed by the fenfe of a new danger, afterwards
carried them to the Euphrates and the Rhine.

STaTEs even diftinguifthed for military - prowefs,
fometimes lay down their arms from laflitude, and are
weary of fruitlefs contentions: but if they maintain
the ftation of independent communities, they will have
frequent occafions to recall, and exert their vigour. Even
under popular governments, men fometimes drop the
confideration of their political rights, and appear at
times remifs or fupine; but if they have referved the
power to defend themfelves, the intermiflion of its exer-
cife cannot be of long duration. Political rights, when
neglected, are always invaded ; and alarms from this
quarter muft frequently come to renew the attention of
parties. The love of learning, and of arts, may change its
purfuits, or droop for a feafon; but while men are poi-
feflfed of freedom, and while the exercifes of ingenuity
are not fuperfeded, the public may proceed, at different

times,




Sect. 2. Relaxations of the National Spirit. 327

times, with unequal fervour; but its progrefs is feldom
altogether difcontinued, or the advantages gained in
one age are feldom entirely loft to the following.

Ir we would find the caufes of final corruption, we
muit examine thofe revolutions of flate that remove or
with-hold the objects of every ingenious ftudy, or libe-
ral purfuit; that deprive the citizen of occafions to aét
as the member of a public; that crufh his {pirit; that
debafe his fentiments, and difqualify his mind for af-
fairs.

SECT,

'.1.|pwi!|

iR |

i A
il
i
i L8

il

i

“*F'r}‘ |
N

1
||_ il | ]

I8 1]
* Ll
I

il
FIH b
(b |

i sli'f.-iM

-
| Tt

—

¥

B ﬁ '



	Seite 321
	Seite 322
	Seite 323
	Seite 324
	Seite 325
	Seite 326
	Seite 327

