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282 Of the Corrnuption incident Part VI,

refinement and opulence, we fhall proceed to confider in
the following fections,

S e il 6 i 111,

Of the Corruption incident to Polifbed Nations.

Uxvury and corruption are frequently coupled to-
gether, and even pafs for {fynonymous terms. But
in order to avoid any difpute about words, by the firlt
we may underfland that accumulation of wealth, and
that refinement on the ways of enjoying it, which are the
objects of induflry, or the fruits of mechanic and com-
mercial arts: And by the fecond a real weaknefs, or
depravity of the human charader, which may accompa-
ny any {late of thofe arts, and be found under any exter-
nal circumftances or condition whatfoever. It remains
to inquire, What are the corruptions incident to polifh-
ed nations, arrived at certain meafures of luxury, and
poflefled of certain advantages, in which they are gene-
rally fuppofed to excel ?

WE need not have recourfe to a parallel between the
manners of entire nations, in the extremes of civilization
and rudenefs, in order to be fatisfied, that the vices of
men are not proportioned to their fortunes ; or that the
habits of avarice, or of fenfuality, are not founded on any
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certain meafures of wealth, or determinate kind of en-
joyment. Where the fituations of particular men are va-
ried as much by their perfonal ftations, as they can be
by the ftate of national refinements, the {fame paffions
for interefl, or pleafure, prevail in every condition. They

by

arife from temperament, or an acquired admiration o
property ; not from any particular manner of life in
which the parties are engaged, nor from any particular
{pecies of property, which may have occupied their cares

and their withes.

TEMPERANCE and moderation are, at leall, as fre-
quent among thofe whom we call the fuperior, as they
are among the lowerclafles of men; and however we may

afhx the character of {fobriety to mere cheapnefs of

diet, and other accommodations with which any parti-
cular age, or rank of men, appear to be contented, it is
well known, that coftly materials are not neceflary to
conflitute a debauch, nor profligacy lefs frequent under
the thatched roof, than under the lofty ceiling. Men
orow equally familiar with different conditions, receive
equal pleafure, and are equally allured to f‘:‘.ﬂ-'_‘.'.ljit}.'_‘ in

the palace, and in the cave. Their acquiring

in either
habits of intemperance or {loth, depends on the remif=
fion of other purfuits, and on the diflafte of the mind to
other engagements. If the affections of the heart be a-
wake, and the paflions of love, admiration, or anger, be
kindled, the coftly furniture of the palace, as well as the
homely accommuodations of the cottage, are neglecied:
and men, when roufed, reject their repofe; or, when
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184 Of the Corruption incident Part VL

wearied, embrace it alike on the filken bed, or on the
couch of ftraw.

WE are not, however, from hence to conclude, that
luxury, with all its concomitant circumftances, which
either ferve to favour its increafe, or which, in the ar-
rangements of civil fociety, follow it as confequences,
can have no effe& to the difadvantage of national man-
ners, If that refpite from public dangers and troubles
which gives a leifure for the practice of commercial arts,
be continued, or increafed, into a difufe of national ef-
forts ; if the individual, not called to unite with his
country, be left to purfue his private advantage; we may
find him become effeminate, mercenary, and fenfual ;
not becaufe pleafures and profits are become more allu-

ring, but becaufe he has fewer calls to attend to other

1g,
objects ; and becaufe he has more encouragement to {tu-
dy his perfonal advantages, and purfue his {feparate in-

terells.

¥ the difparities of rank and fortune which are ne-
ceffary to the purfuit or enjoyment of luxury, introduce
falfe grounds of precedency and eftimation ; if, on the
mere confiderations of being rich or poor, one order of
men are, in their own apprehenfion, elevated, ano-
ther debafzd ; if one be criminally proud, another mean-
ly dejeted ; and every rankin its place, like the tyrant,
who thinks that nations are made for himfelf, be difpofed
to affume on the rights of mankind: although, upon the
comparifon, the higher order may be leaft corrupted ; or
from
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from education, and a fenfe of perfonal dignity, have
moft good qualities remaining; yet the one becoming
mercenary and fervile; the other imperious and ar-
rogant ; both regardlefs of juftice, and of merit; the
whole mafs 1is corrupted, and the manners of a fociety
changed for the worfe, in proportion as its members
ceale to act on principles of equality, independence, or
freedom.

Uron this view, and confidering the merits of men
in the abftrac, a mere change from the habits of a re-
public to thofe of a monarchy ; from the love of equa-
lity, to the fenfe of a fubordination founded on birth,
titles, and fortune, is . fpecies of corruption to man-
kind. But this degree of corruption is {till confiftent with
the fafety and profperity of fome nations; it admits of
a vigorous courage, by which the rights of individuals,
and of kingdoms, may be long preferved.

Uxper the form of monarchy, while yet in its vi-
oour, fuperior fortune is, indeed, one mark by which
the different orders of men are diftingunithed ; but there
are fome other ingredients, withour which wealth is not
admitted as a foundation of precedency, and in favour
of which it is often defpifed, and lavilhed away. Such
are birch and titles, the reputation of courage, courtly
manners, and a certain elevation of mind. If we fup-
pofe, that thefe diftin@icns are forgotten, and nobility
itfelf only to be known by the fumptuous retinue which
money alone may procure; and by a lavifh expence,
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286 Of the Corruptian incident Pare VI,
which the more recent fortunes can generally beft fuf>
tain ; luxury muft then beallowed to corrupt the monar-
chical as much as the republican ftate, and to introduce
a fatal diffolution of manners, under which men of eve-
ry condition, although tI\cv are eager to acquire; or to
difplay their wealth, have no remains of real ambition.
They have neither the clcv:ttum of nobles, nor the fideli-
ty of fubjeéts ; they have changed into effeminate vani-
ty, that fenfe of honour which gave rules to the perfo-
nal courage; and into a fervile balenefs, chat loyalty,
which bound each in his place, to his immediate fupe-
rior, and the whole to the throne.

NaTroNs are moft expofed™o corruption from this
quarter, when the mechanical arts, being greatly ad-
vanced, furnifh numberlefs articles, to be applied in or-
nament to the perfon, in furniture, entertainment, or
equipage; when fuch articles as the rich alone can pro-
cure are admired ; and when confideration, precedence,

and rank, are accordingly made to depend on fortune,

I~ a more rude ftate of the arts, although wealth be
unequally divided, the opulent can amafs 01-1]}' the fimple
means of fubfiftence : They can only fill thegranm'y, and
furnifh the ftall ; reap from more extended fields, and
drive their herds over a larger pafture. To enjoy their
magnificence, they mufl live in a croud; and to fecure
their pofleflions, they muft be furrounded with friends
that efpoufe their quarrels. Their honours, as well
their fafety, confift in the numbers who attend them ;

and
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and their perfonal diftinctions are taken from their libe-

rality, and fuppofed elevation of mind., In this man-
ner, the pofleflion of riches ferves only to make the own-
er alfume a character of magnanimity, to become the
guardian of numbers, or the public object of refpect and
affection. Butwhen the bulky conftituents of wealth, and
of ruftic magnificence, can be exchanged for refine-
ments ; and when the produce of the {o1l may be turn-

ed into equipage, and mere decoration ; when the com-

2
bination of many 1s no longer required for perfonal fate-
ty; the mafter may become the fole confumer of his own
eftate: he may refer theufe of every fubject to himfelf ; he
may employ the materials of generofity to feed a perfonal
vanity, or to indulge a fickly and effeminate fancy, which
has learned to enumerate the trappings of weaknefs or
folly among the neceflaries of life.

Tur Perfian fatrape, we are told, when he {faw the
King of Sparta at the place of their conference, flretched
on the grafs with his foldiers, bluthed at the provi-
ion he had made for the accommeodation of his own
perfon: he ordered the furs and the carpets to be with-
drawn ; he felt his own inferiority ; and recolleted, that
he was to treat with a man, not to vie with a pageant in

coftly attre and magnificence.

WHEN, amidft circumf{tancs that makeno trial of the
virtues or talents of men, we have been accuftomed to
the air of fuperiority, which people of fortune derive
from their retinue, we are apt to lofe every fenfe of dif-
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3
tinéhion arifing from merit, or even from abilities. We
rate our fellow-citizens by the foure they are able to
make; by their buildings, their drefs, their equipage,
and the train of their followers. All thefe circumf{tances
make a part in our eftimate of what is excellent ; and if
the mafter himfelf is known to be a pageant in the midft
of his forrune, we neverthelefs pay our court to his fta-
tion, and look up with an envious, fervile, or dejected
mind, to what 1s, in itfelf, {carcely fit to amufe chil-
dren ; though, when it is worn as a badge of diftinc-
tion, itinflames the ambition of thofe we call the great,
and ftrikes the multitude with awe and refpeét.

WEe judge of entire nations by the produétions of a
few mechanical arts, and think we are talking of men,
while we are boafting of their eftates, their drefs, and
their palaces. The {fenfe in which we apply the terms,
great, and noble, bigh rank, and bigh life, thew, that we
have, on fuch occafions, transferred the idea of perfec-
tion from the character to the equipage; and that excel-
lence itfelf is, in our efteem, a mere pageant, adorned
at a great expence, by the labours of many workmen,

To thofe who overlook the fubtile tranfitions of the i-
magination, it might appear, fince wealth can do no
more than furnith the means of {ubfiftence, and purchafe
animal pleafures, that covetoufnefs, and venality itfelf,
{hould keep pace with our fears of want, or with our
appetite for {fenfual enjoyments ; and that where the ap-
petite is fatiated, and the fear of want is removed, the

mind




Se&t. 3. to Polifbed Nations. 289

mind fhould be at eafe on'the fubjeét of fortune. But
they are not the mere pleafures that riches procure, nor
the choice of viands which cover the board of the weal-
thy, that inflame the paflions of the covetous and the
mercenary. Nature is eafily fatisfied in all her enjoy-
ments. It is an opinion of eminence, conneéted with
fortune ; it is a fenfe of debafement attending on pover-
ty, which renders us blind to every advantage, but that
of the rich; and infenfible to every difgrace, but that of
the poor. It is this unhappy apprehenfion, that occa-
fionally prepares us for the defertion of every duty, for
a {ubmiffion to every indignity, and for the commiflion
of every crime that can be accomplifhed in fafety.

AURENGZEBE was not more renowned for {fobriety in
his private ftation,and in the conduct of a fuppofed difli-
mulation, by which he afpired to fovereign power, than
he continued to be, even on the throne of Indoftan.
Simple, abftinent, and fevere in his diet, and other plea-
fures, he f{till led the life of a hermit, and occupied his
time with a {feemingly painful application to the affairs

of a great empire *. He quitted a ftation in which, if

pleafure had been his object, he might have indulged his

fenfuality without referve ; hemade his way to a fcene of

difquictude and care ; he aimed at the fummit of hu-
e e i Tl Tail A ot

man greatnels, 1n tht:pohdhon of imperial fortune, not

at the gratifications of animal appetite, or the enjoyment

# Gemelli Carceri.
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360 Of the Carruption incident Part VI,

of cafe. F'-m--l-'ww to fenfual pleafiwe, as well as to the
feclings of nature, he dethroned his tather, and he mur-
dered his brothers, that he might roll on a carriage in-

& e o,
crufted with dis

nond and pearl; that his elephants, his
camels, and his horfes, on the march, might form a line
extending many leagues ; might prefent a glittering har-
nefs to th:: fun; and loaded with treafure, ufher to the
view of an abje& and admiring croud, that awful
majefty, in whofe prefence they were to ftrike the fore-
head on the ground, and be overwhelimed with the fenfe
of his greatnefs, and with that of their ewn debafe-
mient,

As thefe are the objecs which prompt the defire of
dominion, and excite the ambitious to aim at the mafte-
ry of their fellow-creatures ; fo tl hey mipn the mdilm:v
race of men with a fenfe of 1ni"1'mlty and meannefs, that
prepares them to fuffes ~indignities, and to become the
property of perions, whom they mnlmcr as of a rank

and a nature fo much fuperior to their own.

THE chains of perpetual flavery, accordingly, appear
to be rivetted in the Faft, no lefs by the pageantry which
15 made to accompany the pofleflion of p vower, than they
are by the fears of the fword, and the terrors ()F.l ll]lI]l'u
ry execution. In the Weft, as well as the Eaft, we are
willing to bow to the {plendid equipage, and ftand at an
awful diftance from the pomp of a princely eftate.  We
too, may be terrified by the frowns, or won by the
fmiles, of thofe whofe favour is riches and honour,

and
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and whofe difpleafure is poverty and neglect. -We too
may overlook the honours of the human {oul, from an
admiration of the pageantries that accompany fortunc.
The proceflion of elephants harnefled with gold might
dazzle into {laves, the people who derive corruption and
weaknefs from the effe@ of their own arts and contri-
vances, as well as thofe who inherit fervility from their
anceftors, and are enfeebled by their natural tempera-
ment, and the ¢nervating charms of their {oil, and their
climate.

IT appears, therefore, that although the mere ufe of
materials which conflitute luxury, may be diftinguith-
ed from actual vice; yet nations under a high flate of
the commercial arts, are expofed to corruption, by their
admitting wealth, unfupported by perfonal clevation and
virtue, as the great foundation of diftinction, and by
having theirattention turned on the fide of intereft, as the
road to confideration and honour.

WiTH this efle@, luxury may ferve to corrupt demo-
cratical flates, by introducing a fpecies of monarchical
{ubordination, without that {fenfe of high birth and he-
reditary honours which render the boundaries of rank
fixed and determinate, and which teach men to act in
their {tations with forceand propriety. It may prove the
occafion of political corruption, even in monarchical
governments, by drawing refpect towards mere wealth s
by cafting a fhade on the luftre of perfonal qualities, or
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