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T A e I VI,
Of the Progrefs and Termination gf Defpotifin.

ANK1ND, when they degenerate, and tend to their
ruin, as well as when they improve, and gain real
advantages, frequently proceed by flow, and almoft in-
{fenfible, fteps. If, during ages of allivity and vigour,
they fill up the meafure of national greatnefs to a height
which no human wifdom could at a diftance forefee;
they actually incur, in ages of relaxation and weaknefs,
many evils which their fears did not fuggeft, and which,
perhaps, they had thought far removed by the tide of
{uccefs and profperity.

WE have already obferved, that where men are remifs
or corrupted, the virtue of their leaders, or the good
intention of their magiftrates, will net always fecure
them in the pofieflion of political freedom. Implicit
fubmiflion to any leader, or the uncontrouled exercife of
any power, even when 1t is intended to operate for the
zood of mankind, may frequently end in the fubverfion
of legal eftablithments. 'This faral revolution, by what-
ever means it is accomplithed, terminates in military go-
vernment; and this, though the {fimpleft of all govern-
ments, is rendered complete by degrees. In the firlt pe-
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riod of its exercife over men who have a&ted as mem-
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bers of a free community, it can have only laid the

pleted the fabric, of a defpotical po-

toundarion, not com
licy. The ufurper, who has pofleffed, withan army, the
centre of a great empire, fees around him, perhaps, the
{hattered remains of a former conflitution i he may hear
the murmurs of a relu@ant and unwilling fubmiiflion ;
he may even fee danger in the afpect of many, from
whofe hands he may have wrefted the iword, but whofe
minds he has not fubdued, nor reconciled to his power.

THE fenfe of perfonal rights, or the pretenfion to
privilege and honours, which remain among certain or-
ders of men, are fo many bars in the way of a recent
ulurpation, If they are not fuffered to decay with age,
and to wear away in the progrefs of a growing corrup-
tion, they muft be broken with violence, and the en-
trance to every new acceflion of power muil be ftained
with blood. The effe@®, even in this cafe, is frequently
tardy. The Roman fpirit, we know, was not entirely
extinguifhed under a fucceffion of mafters, and under a
repeated application of bloodfhed and poifon. The
noble and refpectable family ftill afpired to its original
honours : The hiftory of the republic, the writings of
former times, the monuments of illuftrious men, and
the leflons of a philofophy fraught with heroic con-
ceptions, continued to nourith the foul in retirement, and
formed thofe eminent characers, whofe elevation, and
whofe fate, are, perhaps, the moft affecting fubjeés of
human flory. Though unable to oppole the general

bent
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sent to fervility, they became, on account of their fup-
pofed inclinations, objeds of diftruft and averfion ; and
were made to pay with their blood, the price of a {enti-
ment which they foftered in filence, and which glowed
only in the heart.

WHILE defpotifin proceeds in its progrefs, by what
principle 1s the fovereign condudted in the choice of
meaflures that tend to eftablifh his government? By a
miftaken apprehenfion of his own good, fometimes even
of that of his people, and by the defire which he feels
on every particular occafion, to remove the obftrutions
which impede the execution of his will. When he has
fixed a refolution, whoever reafons or remonflrates a-
gainft it is an enemy ; when his mind is elated, who-
ever pretends to eminence, and is difpofed to a& for
himtelf, is arival. He would leave no dignity in the
ftate, but what 15 dependent on himfelf; no adtive
power, but what carries the expreflion of his momenta-
ry pieafure. Guided by a perception as unerring as
that of inftinct, he never fails to felect the proper objeéts
of his antipathy orof his favour. The afpect of independ-
ence repels him ; that of fervility attra@s. The tenden-
cy of his adminiftration 1s to quiet every reftlefs {pirit,
and to aflume every funétion of government to himfelf *,

When

% Itis ridiculous to hear men of a reftlefs ambition, who would be the on-
ly aftors in every fcene, fometimes complain of & refraftory fpirit in man-
L]:uj_:
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When the power is adequate to the end, it operates as
much in the hands of thofe who do not perceive the ter-
mination, as it does in the hands of others by whom it
is beft underftood: the mandates of either, when juft,
{hould not be difputed; when erroneous or wrong, they
are {fupported by force.

You muft die, was the anfwer of O&tavius to every
fuit, from a people that implored his mercy. It was the
fentence which {fome of his fucceflors pronounced againit
every citizen rhat was eminent for his birth or his virtues.
But are the evils of defpotifin confined to the cruel and
fanguinary methods, by which a recent dominion over
a refractory and a turbulent people is eftablithed or
maintained ? And is death the greateft calamity which
can aflli® mankind under an eftablithment by which
they are divefted of all their rights ! They are, indeed,
frequently fuffered to live ; but diftruft, and jea]ouf‘}r'
the fenfe of perfonal meannefs,and the anxieties which a-
rife from the care of a wretched intereft, are madeto
poflefs the foul; every citizen is Ireduced to a flave ; and
every charm by which the community engaged its mem-
bers, has ceafed to exift. Obedience is the only dury
that remains, and this is exacted by force. If under
fuiich an eftablifhment, it be neceflary to witnefs fcenes of
debafement and horror, at the hazard of catching the in-
fe@ion, death becomes a relief; and the libation which
'Thrafea was made to pour from his arteries, is to be

kind ; asif the fime difpofition from which they defire to nfurp every office,
did not incline every other perfon to realon and to adt at lealt for himfelf,

confidered
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confidered as a proper facrifice of gratitude to Jove the

e £
Deliverer ™,

OrrrissioN and cruelty are not always neceflary to
defpotical government; and even when prefent, are but
a part of its evils. Itis founded on corruption, and on
the fuppreflion of all the civil and the political virtues;
it requires its fubjects to act from motives of fear; it
would afTwage the paflions of a few menatthe expence of
mankind ; and would ere& the peace of {fociety itfelf on
the ruins of that freedom and confidence from which
alone the enjoyment, the force, and the elevation of
the human mind, are found to arife.

During the exiftence of any free conftitution, and
whilft every individual poiﬁ:ﬂbd his rank nnd. his privi-
lege, or had his apprehenfion of perfonal rights, the
members of every community were to one another ob-
jects of confideration and of refpect; every point to be
carried in civil fociety, required the exercife of talents,
of wifdom, perfuafion, and vigour, as well as of power.

' But itis the higheft refinement of a defpotical govern-
ment, to rule by fimple commands, and to exclude eve-
ry art but that of compulfion. Under the influence of
this policy, therefore, the occafions which employed

# Porreftifque utrinfque brachii venis, poftquam cruorem effudit, humum
faper fpargens, proprius vocato uzltore, Libemus, inquit, Jovi Liberatori,
Speéta juvenis ; et omen quidem Dii prohibeant ; ceterum in €a tempora na-
tus es, quibus firmare animum deceat conftantibus exemplis. Tacit, .
lib, 16.

and
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and cultivated the underftandings of men, which a-
wakened their fentiments, and kindled their Imaginations,
are gradvally removed ; and the progrefs by which man-
kind attained to the honours of their nature, in being
engaged to act in fociety upon a liberal footing, was
not more uniform, or lefs interrupted, than that by
vhich they degenerate in this unha ppy condition.

WHEN we hear of the filence which reigns in the fe-
raglio, we are made to believe, that fpeech itfelf is be-
come unneceflary; and that the figns of the mute are
{uflicient to carry the moft important mandates of go-
vernment. No arts, indeed, are required to maintain
an afcendant where terror alone is oppofed to force,
where the powers of the fovercign are delegated entire
to every fubordinate officer: nor can any f{tation beftow
a liberality of mind in a fcene of filence and dejection,
where every breaft is poffeffed with jealoufy and cau-
tion, and where no obje®, but animal pleafure, remains
to balance the fufferings of the fovereign himfelf, or
thofe of his fubjects,

In other flates, the talents of men are fometimes im-
proved by the exercifes which bul{mg to an eminent {lg-
tion: but here the mafter himfelf is probably the rudeft
and leaft cultivated animal of the herd; he is inferjor
to the flave whom he raifes from a fervile office to the
firft places of truft or of dignity in his court, The pri-
mitive fimplicity which formed ties of familiarity and
affeion betwixt the fm'crcign and the keeper of hig

herds
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herds *, appears, in the abfence of all affeétions, to be
reftored, or to be counterfeited amidft the ignorance and
brutality which equally chara&erife all orders of men, or
rather which level the ranks, and deftroy the diftin@ion
of perfons in a defpotical court.

Caprice and paflion are the rules of govern-
ment with the prince. Fvery delegate of power is left
to act by the fame dire@ion; to ftrike. when he is pro-
voked ; to favour when he is pleafed. In what relates
to revenue, jurildiction, or police, every governor of a
province acts like a leader in an enemy's country; comes
armed with the terrors of fire and {word ; and inftead of
a tax, levies a contribution by force: he ruins or fpares
as either may ferve his purpofe. - When the clamours
of the opprefled, or the reputation of a treafure amafled
at the expence of a province, have reached the ears of
the {overeign, the extortioner is indeed made to pur-
chafe impunity by imparting a fhare, or by forfeiting
the whole of his {poil; but no reparation is made to the
injured ; nay, the crimes of the minifter are firft employ-
ed to plunder the people, and afterwards punifhed to
fill the coffers of the fovereign.

I~ this total difcontinuance of every art that relates
to juft government and national policy, it is remark-
;Lhic, that even ‘the trade of the foldier is itfelf greatly
neglected.  Diftruft and jealoufy on the part of the

* See Odvlley,
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prince, come in aid of his ignorance and incapacity ; and
thefe caufes operating together, ferve to deftroy the ve-
ry foundation on which his power is eftablifhed. Any
undifciplined rout of armed men paflfes for an army,
whilft a- weak, difperfed, and unarmed people, are fa-
crificed to military diforder, or expofed to depredation
on the frontier from an enemy, whom the defire of

{poil, or the hopes of conqueft, may have drawn to
their neighbourhood. :

TrE Romans extended their empire till they left no
polifhed mation to be fubdued, and found a frontier
which was every where furrounded by fierce and bar-
barous tribes; they even pierced through uncultivated
deferts, in order to remove to a greater diftance the
moleftation of fuch troublefome neighbours, and in
order to pofiefs the avenues through which they fear-
ed their attacks. But this policy put the finifhing hand
to the internal corruption of the ftate. A few years of
tranquillity were fufficient to make even the govern-
ment forget its danger; and in the cultivated province,
prepared for the enemy, a tempting prize and an cafy
victory.

WHEN by the conqueft and annexation of every rich
and cultivated province, the meafure of empire is full,
two parties are fufficient to comprehend mankind ; that
of the pacific and the wealthy, who dwell within the
pale of empire; and that of the poor, the rapacious,
and the fierce, who are inured to depredation and war.

The
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The laft bear to the firft nearly the fame relation which
the wolf and the lion bear to the fold; and they are na-
turally engaged in a ftate of hoftility.

WERE defpotic empire, mean-time, to continue for
ever unmolefted from abroad, while it retains that cor-
ruption on which it was founded, it appears to have in
itfelf no principle of new life, and prefents no hope of
reftoration to freedom and political vigour. That
which the defpotical mafler has fowwn, cannot quicken unlefs
it die; it mult languifh and expire by the effe@t of its
own abufe, before the human fpirit can {pring up anew,
or bear thofe fruits which conftitute the honour and the
felicity of human nature. In times of the greateft debafe-
ment, indeed, commotions are felt; but very unlike the agi-
tations of a free people: they are either the agonies of na-
ture, under the fufferings to which men are expofed ; or
mere tumults, confined toa few who ftand in arms about
the prince, and who, by their confpiracies, affaffinations,
and murders, ferve only to plunge the pacific inhabi-
tant fhill deeper in the horrors of fear or defpair. Scat-
tered in the provinces, unarmed, unacquainted with
the fentiments of union and confederacy, reftrited by
habit to a wretched ccconomy, and dragging a preca-
rious life on thofe poflefions which the extortions of
government have left; the people can no where, under
thefe circumftances, aflume the {pirit of a community,
nor form any liberal combination for their own de-
fence. The injured may complain; and while he can-
not obtain the mercy of government, he nay implore

2 Ho2 the
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the commiferation of his fellow-fubje¢t. But that fel-
low-fubject is comforted, that the hand of oppreflion
has not feized on himfelf; he ftudies his intereft, or
fnatches his pleafure, under that degree of fatery which
obfcurity and concealment beftow.

THE commercial arts, which feem to require no foun-
dation in the minds of men, but the regard to intereft ;
no encouragement, but the hopes of gain, and the fe-
cure pofleflion of property, muft perith under the pre-
carious tenure of flavery, and under the apprehenfion
of danger arifing from the reputation of wealth, Na-
tional poverty, however, and the fuppreflion of com-
merce, are the means by which defpotifi comes to ac-
complifh its own deftruction. Where there are no long-
er any profits to corrupt, or fears to deter, the charm
of dominion is broken, and the naked flave, as awake
from a dream, 1is aftonifhed to find he is free. - When
the fence is deftroyed, the wilds are open, and the herd
breaks loofe. The pafture of the cultivated field is no
longer preferred to that of the defert. The fufferer
willingly flies where the extortions of government can-
not overtake him ; where even the timid and the fervile
may recolle@ they are men; where the tyrant may
threaten, but where he is known to be no more than a
fellow-creature ; where he can take nothing but Ilife,
and even this at the hazard of his own.

AGREEABLY to this defcription, the vexations of ty-

+anny have overcome, in many parts of the Eaft, the de-
fire
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fire of fettlement. 'The inhabitants of a village quit
their habitations, and infeft the public ways ; thofe of
the valleys fly to the mountains, and, equipt for flight,
or pofleffed of a firong hold, fubfift by depredation, and
by the war they make on their former mafters.

TrEsE diforders confpire with the impofitions of go-
vernment to render the remaining fettlements ftill lefs
fecure : but while devaftation and ruin appear on every
fide, mankind arc forced anew upon thofe confedera-
cies, acquire again that perfonal confidence and vigour,
that focial attachment, that ufe of arms, which, in former
times, rendered a fmall tribe the feed of a great nation;
and which may again enable the emancipated {lave to be-
gin the career of civil and commercial arts. When hu-
man nature appears in the utmoft ftate of corruption,
it has actually begun to reform.

I~ this manner, the {ftenes of human life have been
frequently fhifted. Security and prefumption forfeit
the advantages of profperity; refolution and conduct
retrieve the ills of adverfity; and mankind, while they
have nothing on which to rely but their virtue, are pre-
pared to gain every advantage; and when they confide
moft in their fortune, are moft expofed to feel its reverfe
We are apt to draw thefe obfervations into rule ; and
when we are no longer willing to a¢t for our country,
we plcad in excufe of our own weaknefs or folly, a fup-
pofed fatality in human affairs.

Tor
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TuE inftitutions of men are, indeed, likely to have
‘their end as well as their beginning: but their duration
1s not fixed to any limited period; and no nation ever
[uffered internal decay but from the vice of its mem-
bers. We are fometimes willing to acknowledge this
vice in our countrymen; but who ‘was ever willing to
acknowledge it in himfelf? It may be fufpected, how-
ever, that we do more than acknowledge it, when we
ceafe to oppofe its effeéts, and when we plead a fatality,
which, atleaft, in the breaft of every individual, is de-
pendent on himfelf. Men of real fortitude, integrity,
and ability, are well placed in every fcene ; they reap, in
every condition, the principal enjoyments of their na-
ture; they are the happy inftruments of providence em-
ployed for the good of mankind; or, if we muft change
this language, they fhow, that while they are deftined to
live, the ftates they compofe are likewife doomed by the
fates to furvive, and to profper.

THE END.
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