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Of the Germans before they left their Woods,

R CE-OTT T O N L.

The Inflitutions, Government, and Character of the Germanic Tribes.

T is of little moment to inquire into the origin of the an-
I tient Germans. Their manpers and government are fub-
je@s more interefting, and concerning which there are memo-
rials of great curiofity and importance. The picture of thefe

nations has been drawn by Tacitus 3 and the affairs of men ne-
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ver found an obferver more accurate and penetrating. In fol-
lowing fuch a guide, it is impoffible not to convey information;
and, on this fubje&, no modern has a title to {peculate, who has
not paid a moft minute attention to his treatife. Antiquity has

not given to the kingdoms of Europe a prefent more valuable,

The leading circumftance in difcriminating the manners of
barbarous and refined times, is the difference which exifts be-
tween them in the knowledge and the management of proper-
ty. The want of commerce, and the ignorance of money, per-
mit the barbarian to exercife a generolity of condud, which the
progrefs of the arts is to deftroy. The Germans conceived not
that their defcendants were to grow illuftrious by acquifitions of
land, and that they were to employ the metals as a {fource of
influence. 'Land was yet more connefted with the nation than
the individual. The territory poflefled by tribes was confidered
as their property, and cultivated for their ufe, The produce
belonged to the public ; and the magiftrate, in his diftributions

of it, paid attention to the virtue and the merits of the recei-

ver (1).

The German, accordingly, being unacquainted with particu-
lar profeffions, and with mercenary purfuits, was animated with
high fentiments of pride and greatnefs. THe was guided by af-
fection and appetite ; and, though fierce in the field, and terri-
ble to an enemy, was gentle in his domeftic capacity, and found

"
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a pleafure in afls of beneficence, magnanimity, and friend-

{hip.

A ftate of equality, in the abfence of the diftin&ions of pro=
perty, charaderifed the individuals of a German tribe, and was
the fource of their pride, independence, and courage. Perfonal
qualities were alone the foundation of pre-eminence. The fons
of a chief were not diftinguifhed from thofe of the fimple war-
riour, by any fuperior advantages of education. They lived a~
mong the fame cattle, and repofed on the fame ground, till the
promife of worth, the fymptoms of greatnefs, feparated the in-
genuous from the vulgar, till valour claimed them (2). | Igno-
rant of the arts of peace, they purfued, with keennels, the oceu=
pations of war. ~ Where communities, perpetually inflamed with
rivalfhip and animofity, brought their difputes to the decifion
of battles, and were agitated with revenge and with glory, the
opportunities of diftinétion were frequent. The only profeflion
known to the Germans was that of arms. The ambitious and
enterprifing courted dangers where they might acquire renown,
and difplay their conduct and their prowefs. To fuch a height
did the military ardour prevail, that, if a tribe happened at any
time to languifh in eafe, its youthful and impatient heroes fought
thofe nations who were then at war. They difdained to remain
in ination ; and could not {o ealily be perfuaded to till the
earth, and to wait its returns, as to challenge an enemy;.and to
hazard their lives, They thought it mean and ignoble to ac-

A quire
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quire by their labour, what they might purchafe with their
blood (3).

The animated temperament they difplayed in war, was allo
apparent in their private concerns. To the chafe they addicted
themfelves with no meafure of moderation, And, in parties at
dice, they engaged in their fobereft and moft {erious hours, and
with fuch hope or temerity, that they rifked their liberty and
perfons on the laft throw. The affeftion with which they em-
braced their friends was ardent and generous. To adopt the
refentments, as well as the amities of their relations and kin-
dred, was a duty which they held indifpenfible (4). In hofpi-
tality they indulged with the moft unbounded freedom. The
entertainer, when exhaufted, carried his gueft to the houfe of
his next neighbour. Invitations were not waited for ; nor was
it of confequence to be invited. A reception, equally warm and
hearty, was, at all times, certain. On thefe occafions, giving
way to the movements of the heart, they delighted in prefents;
but they neither thought themfelves entitled to a return for what
they gave, nor laid under an ocbligation by what they recei-
ved (5). They yielded, to the impulle of paffion, and the plea-
fure they felt was their recompenfe. Their gifts were direfted
by no view of an immediate or diflant advantage ; their gene-
rofity was no traflic of intereft, and proceeded from ne motive
of defign.

But,
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But, amidft all this ardour, they were averfe from labour.
The women and the infirm difcharged the offices of the houle.
The warriour did not fubmit to any domeflic occupation. He
was to bafk whole days by the fire; and a {loth, joylels and
fupine, was to {fucceed and to relieve the brifknels and fatigue
of a&ion (6). His admiration of fortitude, which was the
caufe of this indolence, and this contempt of drudgery, was at
the fame time to produce a ftatelinefs in his behaviour. He was
not to lofe his virtue, or to weaken the vigour of his mind, in
the praétice of mechanic or unworthy purfuits. When he walk=
ed, he feemed confcious of importance ; he caft his eyes to the
ground, and looked not around him for the objelts of a vain

and frivolous curiofity.

In the diet of thefe nations, there was much fimplicity; it
confifted of wild apples, new-killed venifon, and curdled milk.
They expelled hunger without oftentation, or any ftudied pre-

ations of food ; but, in fatisfying thiri}, they were lef
parations of food ; but, in latistying thirtt, they were lefs tem-

& When {upplied t B [ ol LR b .

perate. 1C0 1..['\1‘.!1.{". to themr .celire in .:1m.\1cang ’!E_{LLDF‘-',
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they were no lefs invincible in vice than in valour (7). Yet, in
the difgraceful moments of debauch, they applied to public af-
ool s i BT e e E e Lo .
fairs, and debated concerning peace and war ; and, in the heat
of their difputation and riot, the dagger was often to deform
with blood the meetings of friendfhip.and of bufinefs. In thele
{eafons, they umagined that their minds were difpofed to con-

ceive honeft fentiments, and to rife into noble ones, But, in

all
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an after-period, the undiffembled thoughts of every one were di-
ligently canvafled ; a proper attention being paid to'the time
when they were firft delivered, and to the purpofe which then
employed them. It was their meaning to deliberate when they
could not decéive, and to form refolutions when they could not
err (&)

They did not live in towns, and could not endure to have
their houfes contiguous. They built as they found a {pot to
their fancy, as they were attracted by a fountain, a plain, or a
grove. But, being unacquainted with a private property in land,
they were not ambitious of pofleflions. They vied not in the
extent or the fertility of their grounds, in the rearing of orch-
ards, and in the inclofing of meadows. Corn was the only pro-
duce they required from the earth; and they divided not the
year into proper feafons. They underftood, and had names for
winter, {pring, and fummer, but had no idea of the term, and
little knowledge of the fruits of autumn (9).

In their religion they were grofs, like almoft all nations, whe=
ther favage or cultivated. They beéliéved in a plurality of gods ;
but thought it derogatory from their majefty to {hut them up
within walls, or to fathion them in refemblance to any human
form. Their groves were appropriated to the ufes of devotion ;
and, in the awful refpect infpired by filence in the deep recefles
of their woods, they felt and acknowledged the power of their

deities.
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deities, 'To augury and divination they were much addifted ;
and they were fond to draw proguoftics and intimation from the
running of water, the flight of birds, and the neighing of hor-
fes. Their priefts had greater authority than their kings or
chieftains ; for it was not by any principle of expediency or
reafon that their -a¢tions and condué&t were to be alcertained and
examined. They were governed by the impulfes and diates
of their divinities ; and, being the interpreters of the will and
intentions of thefe, they were able to exercife a jurifdition un-

controllable and facred (10).

The office of a magiftrate was known and refpeted among
thefe nations. 'The prince, or the chieftain of a diftrict, with
the body of his retainers or followers, conftituted a court,
which heard accufations, and determined concerning crimes.
Traitors and deferters were hanged on. trees. Cowar-
dice, and the crime againft pature, were confidered as of equal
atrocity ; and the perfons convicted of them were choked in
mire and {wamps by the preflure of hurdles. A corporal pu-
nifhment, and compenfations 10 corn or cattle, were the atone-

ments of leller delinquencies !:[ [:!.

Noble birth, but more frequently the pofleflion of fuperior
qualities, entitled to the oflice and jurifdiflion of a chief: And
the general of an army was to command lefs by authority than
from example, Ie drew refpe&t and obfervation by his a&ivi-

1 it i

ty, his addrefs, and the iplendour of his exploits (12). ven
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the hopes and ambition of the (imple watriour were made to de-
pend on his perfonal honour and courage. Yet, with all this
attention to merit, and with all their elevation of charadter,
they were prone to deceive and to circumvent. They accounted
it meritorious to fteal upon their enemies in the darkeft nights;
they blackened their fhiclds, and painted their bodies, to be
terrible; and, to give ground, but immediately to return to the
charge, was a common and an admired feat of their prudence.
Cunning and ftratagem appeared to them to be wifdom ; and,
though remarkable for courage, both active and paflive, they
expofed it to fufpicion by the arts which, in a cultivated age, are

charaCteriftic of the pufillanimous (13).

Itis alfo remarkable, that, though attentive to juftice, with
a pun@ilious exaétnefs, within the bounds of their patticular
nations, they defpifed it with regard to other {tates and commu-
nities. Beyond the frontier of his tribe, the German was a
thief and a robber. While, in the one inftance, his theft or de-
predation was a crime of the deepeft dye, and punifhed with
death, it was, in the other, a mark of wvalour, and an exprel-
fion of virtue. To make incurfions againft a neighbouring
people, though at peace ; to carry off their cattle, and to lay
wafte their territory, were aftions of renown and greatnels.
They roufed the ambition of the valorous, and were occupa=
tions in which they acquired reputation, and prepared them-
felves for fcenes of greater danger and glory (14)

Buit;




FeNG 80 R T09P R 9

But, the circumftance in the cuftoms of thefe nations the
moft valuable, and which, like all their more remarkable fea-
tures, arofe from their unacquaintance with property, was the
paflion they entertained for independence and liberty. Every
perfon who was free, confidered himfelf in the light of a legif~
lator. The people prefcribed the regulations they were to obey,
"They marched to the national affembly to judge, to reform, and
to punifh ; and the magiftrate and the fovereign, inftead of con-
trolling their power, were to refpet and to fubmit to it. Stated
or regular terms were appointed for the convention of their
public council ; and a freedom of f{peech, entire and unlimited,
was permitted. His age, his eloquence, his rank, and the ho-
nour he had acquired in war, were the qualities which procured
attention to the {peaker ; and the people were influenced by per-
fuafion, not by authority. A murmur coarfe, and often rude,
exprefled their diffent : The rattling of their armour was the
fattering mark of their applaufe (1 5).

While thefe inftitutions and manners are expreflive, in gene-
ral, of the German communities, there are exceptions which it
1s not my province to explain. In the enumeration which is
made by the Roman hiftorian of the Germanic tribes, there are
perceivable unequal degrees. of civilization and refinement. The
Chauci,. for example, were'an improved and an illuftrious nation,
and fupported their greatnefs by their probity. They were lo-
vers-of peace and quiet, and contemners of avarice and ambition.

B They
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They provoked no wars engaged in 1o incurfions or robbe-
ries ; and, what may he confidered as a certain proof of ‘their
power and valour, prei rved their iupcrmuth without having re-
courfe to injuries and oppreflions. When called upon, however,
by the exigency of their affairs, they were not flew to take arms
and to'levy armies. They inhabited an extend five territory, were
rich in men and in horles, and in peace and in war m aintained
their teputation. The pi&ure of the Fenni, on the contrary, 18
that of mere rudenefs. They had no arms, no horfes, no reli-
gion. To the molt favage fiercenefs, they had joined the moft
abject poverty. They clothed themfelves in the fkins of beafts,

ed, at times, on herbage, and flept on the earth. Their chief

‘.-,

dependence was on their arrows ; and, having no iron, they
pointed them with bones. The women accompanied the men
to the chafe, and demanded a fhare of the prey. A covering,
inwrought with boughs, was all the fhelter which defended their
infants from the rigour of feafons, and the ferocity of animals.
To this miferable dwelling their young men returned ; and here
their old men found a refuge. Thefe courfes of barbaroufnefs,
this melancholy fadnefs, they preferred to the fatigue of culti=
vating the earth, and of building houfes, to the agitations of
hope and fear attendant on a care of their own fortunes, and on
a conne&ion with thofe of others. Unapprehenfive of any dan-
ger from men, an yd awed by no terror of the gods, they had
reached a ftate which is nearly unattainable to all human endea=

the being entirely without a with (16).

The
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The majority of the tribes or communities of Germany may
be faid to have occupied a middle {tate between the cultivation
of the Chauci ‘and the favagenefs of the Fenni, And it is fuf-
ficient to have felected and exprefled the more general and the
more diftinguithed particulars which regard their inftitutions,
government, and chara&ter. With thefe in my view, 1 proceed
to defcribe the condition of their women ; a fubjet which,
though little attended to by the learned, may lead to conclufions

of intereft and curiofity.,

B2 SEC-
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A ekl v S s e 1

An Idea of the German Women.

T has been aflerted, that men, in favage and barbarous pe=

riods, are carried to the fex merely from the incitement of
animal gratification, and that they feel not the power of beauty,
nor the pleafures which arife from love; and a multitude of
fadts have been produced from hiftory to confirm this theory.
It is concluded, of confequence, that, in fuch times, women are
in an abjec flate of fervility, from which they advance not till
the ages of property (1)

One would fancy it, notwithftanding, confiftent with reafon,
to imagine, that the fexes, in every period of fociety, are 1m-
portant to each other ; and that the member of a rude com-=
munity, as well as the polifhed citizen, is {u {ceptible of tendernefs
and fentiment. . He is a firanger, indeed, to the metaphyfic of
love, and to the fopperies of gallantry ; but his heart cannot
be infenfible to female attradtionss He cannot but be drawn by

beauty 3
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beauty 3 ;he muft know a preference in the obje@s of his affec-
tion ; and he muft feel and experience, in a certain degree, at
leaft, that bewitching intercourfe, and thofe delightful agitations,
which conflitute the greateft charm of cultivated life.

This opinion, I conceive, is ftrongly confirmed by the hiftory
of the Germanic ftates. Their general character, with particular
and obvious fad&s, illuftrate the importance and the confidera-
tion in which they held their women.

Even in the age of Caefar, the German tribes had conceived
and acknowledged the idea and exiftence of a public intereft,
and, in general, had fubmitted to a mode of government in
which the chiefs and the people had their departments as well
as the prince. They are deflcribed in a fimilar, but a more culti-
vated fituation, by Tacitus ; and the fpirit of liberty and inde-
pendence which animated their a&tions, was to produce that li-
mited and legal adminiftration which ftill gives diftin&ion and
dignity to the kingdoms cf Europe. Among fuch nations, ac-
cordingly, the women were neceffarily free, and fenfible only. of
the reftraints which arife from manners.

The ftate of {otiety, which precedes the knowledge of ‘an ex-
tenfive property and the meannefles which flow from refinement
and commerce, is in a high degree propitious to women. To
treat them with cruelty does not confift with the elevation of fen-

timent
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timent which then prevails.. Among the people; of whom I
fpeak, even the flave was expofed to no ftudied infult or oppref-
fion{2). Of the women, the warriour and the citizen confidered
himfelf as the friend and the proteGor; and their weaknefls on-
ly ferved to render the attachment to them the more lafting and

tender.

While courage and ftrength and feats of prowels gave glory
to the men, the women were judged of by a different ftandard,
They were ftudious to recommend themfelves by the perform-
ance of domeflic duties. They attended to the cares of the fa-

mily and the houfe ; and the mother found a long and a ferious
F) 3

occupation in the rearing of her children, who were not allowed
to approach the father in public till a certain age(3). To her
daughters (he endeavoured to give the accomplifhments which

might win to them the chiefs who were moft celebrated and

sowerful, To her fons fhe recited the exploits of their anceftors
¥

and formed them to valour.

Nor are thefe the only fources of the refpe& which was paid

to them. It has been often remarked, that, in every period of
fociety, the women are more difpoled to rapture and

devotion
than the men, and that their curiofity to pry into futurity is more
extravagant, The fuperflitious weaknefles, however, of the fex,
which, in refined times, are a fubject of ridicule, lead to reverence
and attention in a rude age. The Germanic armies feldom took

the
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the field without forcerefles; and thefe had an important fhare

5
in direting their operations (4). In private and civil affairs, their
authority was not lefs decifive. - On the foundation of the won=
der and aftonifhment excited by the knowledge arrogated by the
women, by the {kill they difplayed in divination, and, above all,
by the ceremony and the cruelty of the rites they prallifed, a
folid and permanent influence was eftablifhed (5). It was
thought, that they had fomething divine in their nature; and
the ‘names of many of them, who were worfhipped as divinities,

have come down in hiftory (6).

To attend to the qualities of plants, and to the curing of
wounds, was another branch of their occupation(7); and, in
times of war and depredation, it is difficult to conceive a cir-
cumftance which could recommend them more. Nor were they

inattentive to adorn their perfons, The linen; which made
the principal article of their drefs, was of their own manufac~

ture; and they bad a pride in intermixing it with purple(8).
They went frequently into the bath ; their hair flowed in ring-
lets; a part of their charms was indufirioufly difplayed; and,
in evidence of their beauty, there may be brought the teftimo-
ny. of the hiftorian, and the fong of the poeét (g).

In the more ferious. and important wars in which thefe na-
tions engaged, the chiefs and warriours feem conflantly to have
carried their wives and female relations along with them as an
incitement to their valour, Thefe objes of their affetion they

placed
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placed at a fmall diftance from the field of battle: And the
moft terrible calamity which could befal them, was their capti-
vity. By their importunity and wailing, it 15 recorded, that
armies, in the moment of fubmiffion, have been recovered ; and
the ftipulations of flates were never fo certainly fecured as when
fome virgins of rank were delivered among the hoftages (10).
In the blood of their women, it was conceived there was a
charm and a virtue ; and hence it proceeded, that, to their uncles
by the mother and to their fathers, children were the objeéts of
an equal affeGion and tendernefs (11).

But, what evinces their confideration beyond the poffibility of
a doubt, is the attention they beftowed on bufinefs and affairs,
They felt, as well as the noble and the warriour, the cares of the
community. They watched over its intereft, confidered its con=
nection with other fates, and thought of improving its policy,
and extending its dominion. They went to the public councils
or affernblies of their nations, heard the debates of the ftatefmen,
and were called upon to deliver their fentiments. And, what
is worthy of particular notice, this confequence in ative {cenes
they tranfmitted to their pofterity (12).

Such, in general, was the condition of women among our
anceftors, while they were yet in their woods; and fuch, I
fhould think, is in a great meafure their ftate in every country
of the globe in an age of fociety and manners, which knows not
the cares, the corruptions, and the diftinGions of property (13%

S E C=
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5 BoilGioonT st L Ouec Nt T

Of Marriage and Modefty.

T is not to be denied, that, before the idea of a public is ac-
knowledged, and before men have fubmitted to the falutary
reftraint of law, the diforders of promifcuous love diffurh and
disfigure fociety (1). Yet, even in thefe wild and informal times,
there exift parties, who, clinging togethet from choice and ap-
petite, experience the happinefs of reciprocal attentions and
kindnefles; who, in the care of their offspring, find an anxious
and interefting employment, and a powerful fource of attach-
ment ; who, moved by love, by friendfhip, by parental affection
and habitude, never think of difcontinuing their commerce;
and who, in fine, look forward with forrow to the fatal moment

when death is to feparate them,

This cohabitation or alliance, attrating attention by its decen=
¢y, its pleafures, and its advantages, would grow into a cultom or
a fathion. For, what men approve, they will imitate, To this

C 2/e,
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ufe, therefore, it {eems ' not unreafonable to refer the inflitution
of marriage; and thus, before it is known as a political conlider~
ation, it, in fome meafure, fubfifts in nature. As men increafe
in their numbers, they perceive the neceflity of attending to an
union, which is no lefs important to fociety than to the indivi-
dual, which has in view the fupport of the one, and the felicity
of the other. A ceremonial is invented which gives it authority
and duration. The ftate takes a fhare in the cares of the lover,
and prefcribes the forms that are to bind him to his miftrefs, Na-
ture, while fhe fits the fexes for each other, leaves it to polity or

law to regulate the mode of their conneétion.

The race of men who antiently inhabited Germany, are re-
prefented, as was formerly obferved, in the condition of nations;
and a legiflature, compofed of the prince, the nobles, and the
people, direéted their operations. This affembly, which gave a
fan&ion to military expeditions, and adjufted alliances and trea-
ties, managed alfo the objedts of internal concern. It extended
its jurifdi€tion over the women as well as over the other parts of

the community, and alcertained the ceremonial of marriage.

When the individual was called from the houfe of his father,
and invefted with arms; when he was advanced from being a
part of a private family to be a member of the republic, he had
the capacity of entering into contrals, and of fingling out the
objet of his affeQtions. The parties who had agreed to unite

their
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their interefts, having obtained the approbation of ‘their parents
and relations, made an interchange of gifts in'their prefence.
The lover gave his miflrefs a pair of oxen, a bridled horfe, a
thield, a fword, and a javelin; and fhe, in her turn, prefented him
with fome arms. It was thus they exprefled their attachment
to each other, and their willingnefs to difcharge mutually the
duties of the married ftate. 'This was their ftrongeft tie ; thefe

were their myfterious rites, thefe their conjugal deities (2).

Nor, let it be fancied that, in this ceremonial, there was any
thing humiliating tothe woman. It fuited exaly the condi-
tion of a rude fociety, and muft not be judged of by the ideas of
a refined age, 'The prefents, indeed, were expreflive of labour
and altivity ; but labour and aflivity were then no marks of
reproach ; and, in fa&, the joined oxen, the prepared horfe, the
prefented arms, inftead of indicating the inferiority of the bride,
denoted firongly her equality with her hufband, They admo-
nifhed her, that fhe was to be the partner and the companion of
his toils and his cares, and that, in peace and in war, fhe was to
{uftain the fame fatigues, and to bear a part in the fame enter~
prifes (3).

The fidelity of the married women among thefe nations, and
the conftancy and tendernefs of their attachment, exprefs alfo
their equality with the men and their importance(4). A firit
obfervance of the marriage-bed was required of them, The

Ca crime
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crime of adultery was rare’; and, in the feverity of its punifh=
ment, the refpect is to be traced which was paid to modefty. It
was immediate, and infli€ted by the hufband. He defpoiled the
culprit.of her hair and garments, expelled her from his houfe
before her aflembled relations, and whipped her through the
whole village (5).  Of the young women, the moft powerful re-
commendation was the referve and coynefs of their demeanour.
A violation of modefty was never pardoned. Nor youth, nor
beauty, could procure a hufband. Vice was not here fported
with ; and, te corrupt and to be corrupted, were not termed the
fafhion of times (6).

In the fimplicity of their manners, they found a prefervation

againft vice more effetual than the laws of cultivated ftates,

The gallantries of the young men began late ; their youth was,
therefore, inexhaufted. Thofe of the young women were not
eatlier. They mingled, when they were equal in age, in pro-
cerity, and firength, and had a progeny who exprefled their
vigour. Difgrace attended on celibacy; and the old were ho-
noured in proportion to the number and the merits of their de-
fcendants. A dread of pain and the care of beauty checked not
generation (7). The mother fuckled her own children (8); and,
in difcharging this tafk, anticipated the greatnels and. the felici-
ty the was to acquire and to experience from their virtues, and

in their gratitude (9).
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It was thus the chaftity of the women was guarded: It was
thus their importance was confirmed. No allurements of pu=
blic fhows and entertainments relaxed their virtue, and infinua-
ted into them the love of pleafure; no incitements of luxury in=
flamed their defires and expofed them to corruption; and what
the Romans feem to have confidered as particularly fatal, no ac=
quirements of knowledge and of letters difcovered to them the

arts which minifter to love (10).

In fome of their ftates or communities, the refpec of modelty
was {o great, that it was not lawful but to virgins to marry ;
who, without the hope or wifh of fecond nuptials, received one
hufband, as they had done one body and one life, and had no
thoughts or defires beyond him. It was their ambition and
pride, if they furvived the obje@s of their affection, to preferve,
unfullied, the honours of widowhood ; and, when the barbari-
ans had made fettlements in the provinces of Rome, when their
manners had refined, and the fex were, in fome meafure, eman-
cipated from this reftraint, the {pirit of the ufage continued to
operate. It angmented, as to the widow, the matrimonial {ym-
bols; a larger dower than ufual was neceflary to overcome her
reluctance to a fecond bed (11}; and, while it encouraged the -
king or the magiftrare to exac a greater fine from her on her
marriage (1 2), it entitled  her to a higher compenfation for in=-

juries (13).

Amidft
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Amidlt the modefty of fuch ufages and manners, we muft
not look for polygamy. It was unknown to thefe nations 3
though, it 18 to be allowed, that a few of the chiefs or more re-
nowned princes were furrounded with a number of wives (14).
This, however, was a matter of grandeur, not of appetite ; and
its fource is to be found in maxims of policy, in the ambition of
individuals, and in that of ftates. A prince, to fupport or ex-
tend his greatnefs, conneted himfelf with different families 3
and the deliberations of his tribe not unfrequently pointed out

to him the alliances he thould court (1 5).

To the degrees of confanguinity and blood, concerning which
nature has ditated fo little, and polity fo much, it is not to be
conceived that they paid a ferupulous attention in their mar-
riages (16). It is a fubje@ on which no infant-communities are
exalt, They attended to it when, having fallied from their
woods, they grew refined by time, obfervation, and experience,

CHAP-
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The political Eftablithments of the Barbarians after
they had made Conquetls,

5 B G ET O I

The Barbaric Conguefis.  The Origin of the Domains of the
Prince, and of Allodiality. The Lands of the Fife. The Foun
dations of the Feudal Affociation, the Rife of the Feudal Grant,
and the Gemus of the Feudal Syflem.

HE Romans, corrupted and fervile in every quarter of the

empire, were unable to oppofe the valour and the a&ivity

of the Germanic tribes. And, the manners of the conquerors
and the conquered being eflentially different, and even contra~
diftory, the revolution produced in the condition of Europe was
total and decifive (1). It is thence chiefly, by an attention to the
way of thinking which prevailed in their original feats, that the
ftate
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ftate 1s to be inveftigated which the barbarians exhibited on their
conqueits ; and that the origin and the nature of thofe inftitu-
ions are 1 - ihip e B - 3

tions are tobe difcovered, which, overturning in every country

they invaded, the antient forms of legiflation and government,

.
arofe on their ruins. In the mafterly treatife, accordingly, in
which Tacitus paints; with his inimitable pencil, the manners
of thefe nations, I muft look for the foundations of this flate,

and thefe inftitutions.

¢ The members of a German nation,’ fays this accomplithed

hiftorian, ¢ cultivate, by turns, for its ufe, an extent of land cor-

¢ re[ponding to their number, which is then parcelled out to in-
¢ dividuals in proportion to their dignity : Thefe divifions are
¢ the more ealily afcertained, as the plains of Germany are exten-
¢five; and, though they annually occupy a new piece of

¢ ground, they are not exhaufled in territory (2).”

This paflage abounds in infiruttion, the moft important, It
informs us, that the German had no private property in land,
and that it was his tribe which allowed him annually for his
fupport a proportion of territory ; that the property of the land
was invefled in the tribe, and that the lands dealt out to indivi-
duals returned to the public, after they had reaped the fruits
of them ; that, to be entitled to a partition of land from his na-
tion, was the diftinétion of a citizen ; and that, in confequence

of

o s e m——
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of this partition, he became bound to attend to its defence; and
to its glory.,

With thefe ideas, and with this praltice, the Germans made
conquefts, In conformity, therefore, with their antient man-
ners, when a fettlement was made in a province of the empire,
the property of the land belonged to the vi@orious nation, and
the brave laid claim to their poffeffions. A tract of ground was
marked out for the fovereign ; and, to the inferior orders of men,
divifions correfponding to their importance were allotted.

But while, in their original feats, fuch partitions were annual,
it was expedient that they fhould now be invefted in the poffef-
for. A more enlarged idea of property had been gradually un-
folding itfelf (3) ; and, though it was convenient to, and fujted
the views of a narrow community, to take back its land, the
meafure was not practicable in an extenfive fociety. Nations
were no longer to fhift their habitations. The boundaries of
particular flates were to be relpe@ed. The tribe cealing to wan-
der, the individual was alfo to be ftationary. The lot or parti-
tion now received by him, was to continue in his poffeflion,
and to be an obje& of his induftry, He was to take root, if I
may {peak fo, in a particular fpot. He was to beflow on it his
affection ; it was to feed and to enrich him with its produce.
His family were to feel an intereft in his eftate ; his fons were
to fucceed to him. Heirs were to fail in the blood of the pro-

D . prietor,
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prietor., It affected him, that the crown or a ftranger fhould
poflefs the {ubje& of his toils and attentions. The powers of
fale and donation came to be underftood. The right of holding
a landed territory with no limitation, and of difpofing of it at

ca 11.11'1': Was ENOowin and TI'C\’E’LiL" .
leafure, was k s led

The advantages of property open themfelves with time. They
were not obferved by the German in his woods. But, when he
was no longer the member of a narrow community, and felt his
unimportance in the exten{ive kingdoms which arofe on his con-
quefts, when other profeflions were to be exercifed befide that of
the warriour, his attention turned from the public to himlelf.
Ideas of intereft prefled in upon him on every fide. He was
no longer to a& chiefly from appetite and paffion. He was to
look forward to diftant profpeéts. He was to, bufy himfelf for
advantages which were to arrive flowly, and which were often
to elude his diligence. ~ He had paffed from the empire of man-
ners to that of laws. Riches had become a fource of diftin&tion ;
and his mind was to be torn with cares, anxiety, and oftenta-

tion.

When we mount up to the origin of cuftoms, we are to be
firuck with their iimplicity. -The lot or partition to the fove-
reign was to conftitute his domams. It was to fupport his
fplendour, 'to defray the expences of government, and to main-
tain his houfehold, ' The lot or partition to the individual was

{Le
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to give rife to alladiality, It was the land which was free, which
was named propriety, in contradiftin@ion to fenure (4); and, being:
ftill the mark of a citizen, it fubjefted him, as in Germany, to

the general ebligation of taking arms in defence of the commu-

nity (5).

But the domains of the fovereign, and the lands of lot o -par-
tition. to the people, could not exhauft all the territory of a con~
queft.: They were principal and natural objets of attention.
Yet, after their appointment, there were much extenfive proper-
ty, and many fair poffefions. The antient maxims of the peo-
ple did not allow them to feize thefe by a precarious occupation.
Men, who had conneéted the property of land with the tribe,
and not with the individual, could not conceive any title in con-
fequence of which they might arrogate pofleflions to humour
their fancy, or to flatter their pride. Their antient notions con-
tinued their operation: The community was concerned  with
what no man could claim. The lands, accordingly, which were
affigned neither to the fovereign nor to the people, which form-
ed not the domains of the former, nor the partitions of the lat-
ter, were the lands of the flate or the Fise. And, under this
appellation, in fact, they are known in the codes of the bar-
barians (6).

Of the territories of this kind, the king, as reprefenting the
fate, was to take the direCtion; and, in the grants and difpofal
D2 of
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of them, the barbarians were alfo to be affifted by the ufages to
which they had been accuftomed in their woods.

A German f{tate comprehended a fovereign, who a&ted for the
intereft of the community, chicftains, who governed in diffe-
rent diftricls, and the mafs of the people. The fovereign and
the chiefs owed their rank or eftimation, fometimes to their
birth, but oftener to their merits. The former was ambitious
to fupport, with luftre, the honour he fuftained: The latter were
ftudious to deferve his favour, and to vie with one another. The
people, as they were firuck with the qualities of particular chiefs,
ranged themfelves under their banners, and devoted themfelves
to' their fortunes. It was the great emulation of the chiefs to
excel in the number and the courage of their retainers. This
was the dignity which moft attraGed them, and the power they
courted moft. ' Thefe were their ornaments in peace, and their

defence in war. - In the field it was infamous in the chief to be )
furpaffed in valour; it was infamous in the retainers not to e-
qual the valour of the chief. To guard and to defend his per-
fon, and to afcribe to his glory all their gallant a&s, was their
greateft oath. The chief fought for victory; the retainer for

the chief (7).

Thefe conneétions, and this fubordination, followed the bar-
bari¢ nations into their {ettlements. And here we may perceive
the foundations of the feudal aflociation..

But
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But land, which was the tie that bound together the men-
bers of a feudal kingdom, had no concern in thefe appearances.
"The chief could not confer a landed property on his retainer,
becaufe land had not yet defcended to individuals, It obeyed,
however, the order of nations; and the more powerful of the
Gaulic and German communities had been in the pradtice of
granting, under military fervice, proportions of ferritory 1o inferi-
or tribes. Communities were antiently the vaflals of commu-

nities (8).  Here then was the gffence of the feudal grant.

Accuftomed to this way of thinking, and to thefe inftitutions,
a German flate found itfelf in a province of the Romans.  The
fovereign, from gratitude and intereft, was difpofed to court the
chiefs who were the aflociates of his victories; and the chiefs
were not infenfible of their importance, | The retainers were
proud of their prowefs and their fervices; and the chiefs were
forward to thow their favour and affe@ion to men who conftituted
their firength. Land had begun to be detached from nations,
and to be conneéted with individuals. And the congueft ob-
tained was in danger from the turbulence of the times, and from

new invaders.

The fituation of a German ftate which had acquired a fettle-
ment, produced thus the neceflity of drawing clofer the connec-
tion of the fovereign and the chiefs, and of the chiefs and the
people. Its antient ufages concurring with this fituation, point-

ed
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ed out the conduét to be purfued. The lands of the fifc were
the medium which was to operate the purpofe that was {o ne-
ceffary. The fovereign took the diredion of thefe ; hence pof-
{eflions flowed to the chiefs, under the burden of prefenting
themfelves in arms at the call of the fovereign ; hence the chiefs
dealt out lands to their retainers, under the like injun&ion of
continuing to them their aid (9) ; and thus a political (yftem was

founded, which was to a& in fociety with infinite efficacy.

Of this fyftem the intention and the {pirit were national de=
fence, and domeftic independence. While it called out the in-
habitant and the citizen to defend his property and to fecure his
tranguithity, it uppnii:ul barriers to defpotifm. Growing out of
liberty, it was to promote the freedom of the {fubjeét.. The
power of the fovereign was checked by the chiefs, who were to
form a regular order of nobility; and the ariftocracy; or the
power of the chiefs, was reprefled by the retainers and vaffals,
who, conflituting their greatnefs, were to attra& their attention.
The chief, who opprefled his retainers, was to deftroy his own
importance. It was their number and their attachment, which

made him formidable to his prince and to his equals.
E

In this manner, I would account for the origin of the domains
of the fovereign, and of allodiality; for that of fiefs(10); and
for the genius they difplayed in their earlieft condition. And
this fhort dedu@ion may be fufficient to exhibit a general idea of
the ftate of land among the barbaric tribes on their conquelts.

S E C-
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SR IGE TSRO NE RIS

Of the Property of the Women. Thé Dower, the Morgengabe,
and the Marriage-portion. The Communication to the Women
of the Powers of Succe/fion and Inberitance. The advancement
of Manners.

AVING diftinguifhed the property of the men, it is fit

I fhould treat that of the women. I have obferved, that,

among the antient Germans, and the cafe, it is to be prefumed;
1s fimilar in every rude community, the property of the land
was invelted in the tribe or nation. His proportion of corn was
allotted. to the individual by the magiftrate, and correfponded to
the number of his family, the degrees of his merit, and the im-
portance of his fervice. He derived, accordingly, no fource of
influence from the property of land, His chief, and almoft only
riches, confifled in cattle(1); and, in thofe rude and remote
times, the more powerful fupported their hofpitality and magni-
ficence by war and violence. They collected their retainers,
and committed incurfion and plunder upon neighbouring na-
tions; and their flates difcouraged not a pradlice which was fa-

vourable to the military virtues.
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Tn this fituation, it is obvious, that no property could be pof-
feffed by the women (2). They had neither land nor cattle, and
could demand no thare of the booty procured by robbery and
depredation. While they remained in their virgin ftate, they
continued, therefore, in the families of which they were defcend-
ed (3); and, when they paffed, by marriage, into other families,
their hufbands became bound to attend to and to provide for them.
Hence the cuftom recorded by Tacitus: ¢ Dofem non uxor ma-
¢ rito, fed uxori maritus offert.” On the death of the hufband,
the wife received this provifion; and, it was the object of it to
render her alike independent of the houfe fhe had left, and of
that into which fhe had entered (4).

This provifion confifted, doubtlefs, of goods; and, even in
this form, it is to be conceived, it difcovered itlelf after the Ger=
manic conquefts,. When time, however, refinement, and necel-
fity, had taught the barbarians the ufes of wealth, and indivi-
duals were proud of acquifitions in land, it affumed more enlar=
ged appearances ; and property opening to the women, they
acquired a fource of confideration which they had not formerly
known, and which was about to produce confequences of no lels

tnoment to themfelves than to fociety.

The dos of dower came to confift in money and in land. It
was to arife out of a perfonal eftate, out of allodial property, or
out of fiefs, With the widow, it remained during her life, and

on
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on her death it pafled to the heirs of her hufband. In gengral,
it was regulated by his deed. In fome places it was governed by
cuftom. It was fometimes conftituted by ceremonies, which grew
out of the particular fituation of parties (§); and, when no pri-
vate act had taken place, whereno cuftom dire@ed, and where
no peculiarity of fituation prevailed, it was fixed and afcertained
by eftablifhed and ftatutory laws (6).

Nor was it a dower only, that the hufband beftowed on the
wife. The morning after his nuptials, he ‘made her a prefent,
which was valuable in proportion to his generofity and wealth.
This acquifition is known by the appellation of morgengabe (7);
and, poflefling it in full property, fhe could convey it away du-
ring her life, allow it to pafs to her heirs, or difpofe of it by a
deed, to take effect after death (8).

The experience of the ufes of property was to produce a folici-
tude to poffefs it. 'While the dower and the morgengabe gave

diftintion to the wife, the daughter was to know the neceflit

<3

of acquifitions, and to with for them. The parent was to encou-
rage her hopes, and to gratify his affeCtions. He was to make
her ftate correfpond to his riches and his dignity. The refining
intercourfe, and the rifing luxuries of fociety, were to demand
this attention. A portion was to go from the bride to the huf-
band. The perfonal fortune, to which the daughter had been a
ftranger in the days of Tacitus, made its appearance. And

E wealth

e e —
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wealth in the female fex, joining itfelf to beauty and wit, con=

tributed to fupport and extend their dominion.

The cuftom, in fa&, of giving portions to the: women, 15 to
be traced to an early period in the laws of 'the,Germanic and
Celtic nations (9). The prefent, fimple and {light in its origin,
grew complicated and extenfive. - It kept pace with luxury and
opulence. The dower, which before was chiefly directed by the
will of the hufband; became now a formal matter of treaty and
agreement, The bride had a title to flipulate her claims. . The
riches fhe brought, and her rank, were duly confidered ; and a

provifionin proportion to both were allotted (10).

The portion of the daughter, like the dower and the morgen-
gﬁfw of the wife, was originally to confift of goods, and then of
money. It was afterwards to confift of land. But, when the
father was firft to beftow land on the daughter, it is to be un-
derftood, that it was a part of his property, which was free or
allodial. * Fiefs, in their commencement, could not be enjoyed
by the women. The atual Tervice of the fhield was required
from the vaffal, To admit them to allodiality, waseven a
deviation from the fpirit of the antient cuftoms of the barbari-
afiss ‘and, it was only in the evolution of the rights of proper-
ty, that they were permitted to acquire it. A propriely then,
or an allodial poffeffion,. might come to them by donation or by
teRament. But; by the rules of regular fuccellion, it was to go

to
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to the fons; and, according to law, they were only to inherit,
when there were to be no fons, or when the {ons were to
fail (11). The communication, however, of thefe privileges
was a powerful addition to their importance, and was to lead to
advantages ftill greater,

The capacity to receive allodiality by grant, by gift, by te=
ftamentary deflination, and to enter to it by fucceffion, in the
event of the want of male heirs, or after their demife, introdu-
ced and foftered the idea of their admiffion to fiefs. As the ori-
gnal rudenefls of the barbaric nations yielded to fucceflive im-=
provements, as manners foftened, and the arts of peace were
cultivated, the propenfity to add to their emolument, and to
contribute to their pleafure, grew fironger. If they could not
march to the field, and charge an enemy at the head of their
vaffals, they might perform thefe offices by fubflitution. An
approved warriour might difcharge, for the female pofleflor of a
fief, the military duties to which it was fubject. A right to
fucceed to feudality was, by degrees, acknowledged in the fex ;
and, when invefted in the grant, they were to exert all its civil
rights. Though they deputed its military command, they could
fuftain its honours and prerogatives. They were to hold courts,
and exercife jurifdiQion in ordinary fiefs ; and, while they at-
tended to thefe cares in noble ones, they were alfo to affemble
with the peers, in the great affemblies of the ftate in every coun=
try of Europe, to deliberate, to vote, and to judge. Neither the

E 2 military
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military fervice incident to every fief, nor the obligation of at-
tending the affembly of the peers or the council of the nation
incident to fiefs, which were noble, could prevent the advancing
condition of the women. The imbecillity of their nature, which
gives a firength to all their other attraGions, made them fulfil
the firft duty by delegation : The laft they were long to perform

in perfon (12).

From the moment that {ettlements were made in the territo-
ries of Rome, the women were to improve in advantages. The
{ubordinations of rank, which before had been chiefly difcrimi-
nated by merit, were now marked more palpably by riches and
property. Modes of a diftant and refpeQtful demeanour were
invented, New [entiments of dignity and meannels became
known. Difplays of elegance and luxury took place. The ex-
tent and order of eftablifhed kingdoms rendered men more do-
meftic. ~ Lefs engaged with the public, the female fex engrofled
more ftrongly their regard and notice. They approached them
with greater reverence; they courted them with ‘an afliduity
that was more tender and anxious. The women, in their turn,
learned to be more vain, more gay, and more alluring. They
grew ftudious to pleafe and to conquer. They loft fomewhat
of the intrepidity and fiercenefs which before were charaderiftic
of them. They were to affect a delicacy, and even a weaknefs.
Their education was to be an object of greater attention and care.
A finer fenfe of beauty was to arife. They were to abandon all

employments
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employments which hurt the thape and deform the body. They
were to exert a fancy in drefs and in ornament (13). They
were to be more fecluded from obfervation. A greater play was
to be given to {entiment and anticipation. Greater referve was
to accompany the commerce of the fexes. Modefty was to take
the alarm fooner (14). Gallantry, in all its fafhions, and in all

its charms, was to unfold itfelf.

But, before I can exprefs, with precifion, the confideration
they attained, and perceive, with diftinétnefs, the fplendour which
the feudal afluciation was to throw around them, 1 mauft lock
for the extenfion of fiefs, and for the fources of chivalry. Fiefs
and chivalry were mutually to atk upon one another. The feu-
dal affociation was to direct and to fofter chivalry ; and, from
chivalry, it-was to receive a fupport or luftre. They were plants
which were deftined to take root about the fame period, and to
fympathife in their growth, and in their decline. The feeds of
them had been gathered by the barbarian in his woods ; and, to
whatever-foil or climate his fortune was to carry him, there he

was to {catter them with profufion,

S E C-
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The Grandeur confequent on Property, and the Power of the
Nobles. The Prerogative of private War, and its defiructive
Tendency. The Converfion of Allodiality wnto Tenure. The Ex-
tenfion and Umwerjality of Faicfs.

Yy ROUD with vitory, with riches, and with independence,
the conquerors of the Romans feparated to enjoy their
pofleffions and their grandeur. The chiefs continued, as of old,
to poflefs a military authority and a civil jurifdi@ion (1), The
prerogatives, which before they had arrogated as due to their
merit, they now enjoyed as the holders of fiefs. In war they
commanded their vaflals and retainers; and they judged of their
difputes in times of peace. The inhabitants of their territories
were foldiers and fubjeés. Their caftles and houfehold bore a
refemblance to the palace, and the eftablifhment of the fovereign.
They had their officers and their courts of juftice ; and they ex-
ercifed the powers of punithment and mercy (2). They even
coutinued to exert the privilege of making war of their private
authority ; and the fovereigns of Europe could behold fubjedts
in arms, who infringed not their allegiance to the ftate (3).
This
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This right of {preading, with impunity, the tumults of war,
operated as the leading fource of the diforders of the middle
ages, and marks expreflively - their condition and manners. It
demands, of confequence, an attention which I muft refufe, at
prefent, to the other prerogatives of nobility ; and, in order to
difcover its origin, I muft glance at the beginnings of criminal
jurifprudence,

In the early ages of fociety, the individual depends for pro-
te€tion on himfelf. There is no tribunal to which he can ap=~
peal for redrefs. He retaliates, with his own arm, the infult he
has fuffered 5 and, if he is unable, of himfelf, to complete his
revenge, he engages his friends to aflift him (4). Confederacies
are formed for attack and for dcfcncc‘g), and the 'members
compofing them are animated with the fame paflions. In this
perturbed ftate of mankind, the punithment of the offender is
difproportioned to. his crime. Men, frantic with rage, are un-
acquainted with pity or with reafon. The moft barbarous ac-
tions, and the moft cruel diforder, are perpetrated and prevail,
It is perceived, that the intereft of the community is injured.
Yet the right of revenge, fo dangerous in the hand of the indi-
vidual, cannot, without injultice, be torn from him. Itis equi-
table that he be fatished for the wrongs he has endured; but it
is 0o lels equitable, that the public do not fuffer by his violence.
He is allowed, accordingly, to gratify his refentment, but
through the power of the magiftrate, who, while he feels for

the
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the injuries he has received, can 'alio look with compaflicn to

the criminal (6).

It is not, hewever, to be imagined, that this improvement
takes place at once, and that every individual is, in the fame
moment, made to relinquith the exercife of his right of revenge.
In rude times, the chief diftin@ion among men arifes from their
serfonal qualities. Force of body, and vigour of mind, procure
then to their pofleflors the greate®t attention and refpect. A
diftinguifthed warriour, ora chief, muft be treated very different=
ly from the vulgar ; and, though the exercife of private revenge
is to be ravithed from the herd of the community, it 1s yet to
continue in the jurifdition of the great and the powerful. What
is poflefled by a few, grows in time a mark of honour, and a

privilege of nobility (7)-

Among the ‘Germans, in the days of Tacitus, the exercife
of the right of revenge had palled, in a great meafure, from the
multitude. It remained, notwithftanding, with the chiefs; and
they were not, on their conquetls, in a difpofition to renounce fo
fplendid a diftinction, They enjoyed, as a prerogative, the ex=
ercife of a right, which is deftru&ive to order and focietv ; and,
in times when the art of legiflation and government was only
approaching to perfe@tion, their claims were acknowledged.
The freedom of revenge, at firft unlimited, was confined ; and
the barons made war of their private authority (8),

It
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It is thus that this prerogative arofe which filled Europe with
confufion, Nobles, haughty and independent, did not think of
accepting a fine as a compenfation for an infult, and fubmitted
not their difputes to a judge. They brought them to the deci-
fion of the {fword; and, their vaflals and retainers, entering into
their fentiments and feelings, partook of their glory and difgrace,
They were rivals whom nothing could unite, bat the enemies of
the ftate, or the encroachments of the fovereign., To reprels
thefe they could a& with cordiality. But, in their ufual carriage
to one another, they were fullen, jealous, and proud; and, it
was their chief employment to vie in difplays of magnificence,
or to try their firength in hoftility.

In the fiate of tumult, bloodihed, and oppreflion, produced by
the exercife of the prerogative of private war, a moft important
diftinction was effected between the holders of fiefs, and the
poilefiors of property. While, in the imperfection of govern-
ment, the magiftrate could not extend his power with equal foree
over all the orders of men in the fociety; while the weak were
expofed to the infults and the paflions of the firong ; while nobles,
haughty and independent, could legally profecute their refentments
with the fword, revenge their wrongs, and gratify their avarice
and cruelry, the holders of fiefs enjoyed a fupreme advantage
over allodial proprietors. A Lord and his retainers, connected
together in an intimate alliance, following the fame ftandard,
and adopting the fame paffions, conld ac with concert and effi-

E Cacy.-
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cacy. But allodial proprietors were altog

-
L=

ether, difqualified-to de-
fend themfelves. . Being diftant and difengaged, they could form
and fupport no continued or powerful confederacy s and the
laws, lin fad, did-not permit them to’entér into fadtions and ho-
ftilities. . The violence of the times created an abfurdity. It
gave to gifts under fervice, and revertible to the grantor; a value
fuperior to lands which were held in full! property; and atthe
difpofal of the poffefior. . It made necellary the converfion of

2! 0'4-’1;'5;.'# tyAnto ennres

Nor was this the only  confideration which had weight with
the pofleffors of property. ' In every monarchy, but in onc more
particularly that is governed by feudal ideas, rank and pre-emi-
nence attrad chiefly the attention, and excite the ambition of in-
dividuals. The king being the fountain of honour, and diftine-
tions flowing from his favour, the ranks of men were nicely ad-
jufted'; and, in proportion as they approached to his perfon,
they exacted and  received refpect.. From this principle it natu-
rally proceeded; that allodial proprietors were treated with con=
tempt. Holding by no tenure, and occupying no place in the
feudal arrangements, they could not'draw obfervation. Their
pride was alarmed, and they wifhed for the refpeét and the fe=

curity, of vaffals,

Princes, bent on the extenfion of fiefs, difcouraged thefe pro-
prietors.;| ‘Their ambition, their abilitiesy and their prerogatives,
furnifhed
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furnifhed them with ‘the greateft influence ; and they employed
it to give univerfality to a fyflem, which was calculated to fup-
port the royal dignity and the national ‘importance, Compo-
fitions for offences inferior to thofe which were allowed to'a
vaflal, were deemed fufficient for the proprietors” of allodiality,
In the courts of juftice they felt the difadvantages of ' their con-
dition. - Mortified with regal negle&t, without fufficient protec-
tion from the laws; expofed to the capricious infolence ‘and the
deftructive ravages of the great, difgufted with rudenefs, con-
tempt, and indigoity, they were driven into the circle of
fiefs.. They courted the privileges and' the protection which
were enjoyed by vaflals. They fubmitted their eftates to tenure,
feleéting to themfelves a fuperior the moft agreeable, granting to.
him their lands, and receiving them back from him as a feudal
donation (g).

In this dire@ion of affairs, the extenfion of the feudal inftitu=~
tions was unavoidable. The landed property was every where
changed into feudality. The empire of fiefs was univerfals
Even land, the great fource and medium of tenure, was to be in-
fufficient for the multitude of thofe, who were prefled to be vaf-
fals, by their wants and feeblenefs, and wlho were invited-to be
fo by the great, in the wildnefs of their contentions, and'ariidf
the enormity and mifrule created by the exercife of private war.
Every matter that was an objeét of profit; of pleafure, of ufe; or
of commerce, wasto become the foundation of a fiefl 1] he right

F 2 q‘_‘-"[_
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of judging the deliés committed in a foreft, the right of the
chafe or of hunting in a certain diftri&k, the tax on public roads,
the privilege of clcorting merchants to-a fair or a market, offices
of truft and of juftice, the fwarms of bees in a’woody territory,
the profits of a mill, the fithing in a water, the allottment of a
penfion, and-other rights and pofleflions in ftill wider deviation
from the original grounds or doélrines of feudality, were to be
held as fefs (10). The imagination was exhaufted to invent
new methods of infeudation. None could be too romantic or
whimfical, while ftrength or importance was derived from them
to the grantors. The holders or vaffals were bound to military
fervice, and fubject to obligations ; and the chief and the emi-
nent, in confequence of this policy, extended, fupported, and
maintained their public magnificence, their private confideration,
and the ruinous confli@s and animofities in which they were
involved by the paflions of others, and their own,

SE G-
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Sc ol 3@ TP odree@ N IV.

Arms,’ Gallantry, and Dewotion. - The origin of Kumghthood and
the Fudicial Combat, of Torncaments and Blazonry.: The Sour=
ces of Chivalry,

HEN the inhabitants of Germany fallied from their

woods, and made conquefls, the change of condition

they experienced produced a change in their manners; Nar=
row communities grew into extenfive kingdoms, and petty prin-
ces, and temporary leaders, were exalted into monarchs. -~ The i-
deas, however, they had formerly entertained, and the cuftoms
with which they had been familiar, were neither forgotten nor
neglected. The modes of thought and of a&ion which had been
difplayed in their original feats, advanced with them into the
territories of Rome, continued their operation and power in this
new f{ituation, and created that uniformity of appearance which
Europe every where exhibited. Their influence on the forms
of government and polity which arofe, was decifive and exten-
five ; and, it was not lefs efficacious and powerful on thofe in-
ferior circumftances which join to conflitute the fyftem of man-
1Ers,
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ners, and to produce the complexion and features that diftinguifh

ages and nations.

The inclination for war entertained by the Germanic flates,
the refpet and importance in which they held their women, and
the {entiments they had conceived of religion, did not forfake
them, when they had conguered. To excel in war was ftill their
rulipg ambition, and ufages were flill conneéted with arms. « To
the fex they flill looked with affection and courtefy. And their
theology was even to aperate in its {pirit, after its forms were
decayed, and after Chriftianity was eflablithed. Arms, gallan-
try, .and deyotion, were to act with uncommon force; and, to the
forelts of Germany, we muft trace thofe romantic inftitutions,
which filled Europe with renown, and with {plendour ; which,
mingling religion with war, and piety with love, raifed up fo
many warriours to contend for the palm of valour and the prize

of beauty.

The pafion for arms among the Germanic flates was carried
to extremity. - It was amidfl fcenes of death and peril that the
young were cducated : It was by valour and feats of prowefs
that the ambitious fignalized their manhood. All the honours
they knew were allotted to. the brave.The fword opened the
path to glory. It was in the field that the ingenuous and the
noble flattered moft. their, pride, and acquired. an afcendancys.
The firength  of their bodies, and the yigour of their counfels,,

{urrounded
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furrounded them 'with warriours, and lifted them to ‘com-

mand (1).

But, among thefe nations, 'when - the “individual ‘felt the call
of valoury and withed to try his ftrength againft an enemy; ' he
could not.of his own authority take the lance and the javelin,
The admiffion of their youth to the privilege of bearing‘arms,
was a matter of too much importance to be left to chance'or theis
own cheice. A form was invented by which they were advans

ced to that honour.

The council of the diftrit, or of the canton to which
the candidate belonged, was affembled. His age and his qua~-
lifications were inquired into; and, if he was deeméd wor-
thy of being admitted to the privileges of a foldier, a chief=
tain, his father, or one of his kindred, adorned him with the
fhield and the lance. In confequence of this folemnity, he pre-
pared to diftinguith himfelf; his mind opened to the cares of the
public; and the domeitic concerns, or the offices 6f the family
from which he had {prung, were no longer the obje&s of his at-

tention (2).

To this ceremony, fo fimple and fo interefting, the inftitution
of knigbthood is indebted for its rife, ~The adorning the indivi-
dual with arms, continued for ages 'to' charatterife his’ 2dvances
ment to this dignity, And this rite was performed to him by
his fovereign, his lord, or fome approved warriour In confor-

mity,
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mity, allo, to the:manners which produced this inftitution, it is
to be obferved, that even the fons of a king prefumed not to ap-
proach his perfon before their admiffion to its privileges; and
the nobility kept their defcendants at an equal diftance. It was
the road, as of old, to diftin@ion and honour. Without the ad-
vancement to it, the moft illufirious birth gave no title to perfo-

nal rank (3)-

Their appetite for war, and their predatory life, taught the
Germans to fancy that the gods were on the fide of the valiant.
Force appeared to them to be juftice, and weaknels to be
crime{4):- When they would divine the fate of an important
wary they felefted a captive of the nation with whom they were
at variance, and oppoled to him a warriour out of 'their own
numbers  To each champion they prefented the arms of his
country ; ‘and, according as the victory fell tw the one or the o=
ther, they prognofticated their triumph or defeat, Religion in=
terfered with arms and with valour; and the party who prevailed,
could plead in his favour. the interpolition of the deity.  When
an individual was called before the magiftrate, and charged with
an offence, if the evidence was not clear, he might challenge his
acculers. The judge ordered them to prepare for batile, made a

fignal for the onfet; and gave his award tor the vidor (5)

Nor was it only when his intereft and property were at ftake,
that’'the German had recourfe to his'{fword.. He could bear no
ftain

f
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ftain on his perfonal chara&er. To treat him with indignity or
difdain, ‘was to offend" him mortally. = An affront of this kind
covered him with infamy, if he forgave it (6). The blood of his
adverfary could alone wipe it away ; and he called upon him to
vindicate his charge, or to perifh.

In thefe proceedings, we perceive the fource of the judicial
combat, which fpread {o univerfally over Furope, and which is
not only to be confidered as a precaution of civil polity, but as
an inftitution of honour (7).

Thefe nations, {o enamoured of valour, and fo devoted to
arms, courted dangers even in paltime, and {ported with blood,

They had fhows or entertainments, in which the points of the
lance and the {fword urged the young and the valiant to feats of a
defperate agility and boldnefs ; and in which they learned to con-
firm the vigour of their minds, and the force of their bodies,
Perfeverance gave them expertnefs, expertnels grace, ‘and the
applaufe of the furrounding multitude was the envied recom-
penfe of their audacious temerity (8).

Thefe violent and military exércifes followed them into the
countries they fubdued, and gave a beginning to the joufs and
forncaments, which were celebrated with fo unbounded a rage,
which the civil power was fo often to forbid, and the church o

G loudly
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loudly to condemn ; and which, rehfting alike the force of re-
ligion and law, were to yield only to the progrels of civility and

knowledge ().

Unacquainted with any profeffion but that of war, difpofed to
it by habit, and impelled to it by ambition, the German never
parted with his arms. They accompanied him to the fenate-
houle, as wellas to the camp, and he tranfacted not without them
any matter of public or of private concern (10). 'They were the
friends of his manhood, when he rejoiced in his firength, and
they attended him in his age, when he wept over his weaknefs.
Of thefe, the moft memorable was the fhield.” To leave it be-
hind him in battle, was to incur an extremity of difgrace, which
deprived him of the benefit of his religion, and of his rank as a
citizen (r1). It was the employment of his leifure to make it
confpicuous. He was fedulous to diverfify it with cha/en colours;
and, what is worthy of particular remark, the ornaments he be-
flowed, were in time to produce the art of blazonry and the oc-
cupation of the herald. Thefe chofen colours were to be ex-
changed into reprefentations of aéts of heroifm. Coats of arms
were to be neceflary to diftinguith from each other, warriours
who were cafed compleatly from head to foot (12). Chriftiani-
ty introduced the fign of the crofs; wildom and folly were to
multiply devices; and {peculative and political men, to flatter the
vanity of the rich and great, were to reduceto regulation and
{yftem what had begun without rule or art.

It
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It is thus I would account: for knighthood, and the 511511*
combat, for torneaments and blazonry ; infiitutions which were
to operate with an influence not lefs important than extenflive,
And, in the fame diftant antiquity, we meet the fource of that
gallantry and devotion, which were to mount them to fo wild a

height.

To the women, while he was yet in his woods, the German
behaved with refpect and obfervance. He was careful to deferve
their approbation; and they kept alive in his mind. the fire of
liberty, and the fenfe of honour. By example, as well as exhor-
tation, they encouraged his elevation of fentiment and his valour.
When the Teutones were defeated by Marius, their women fent
a deputation to that commander, to require that their chaftity
might be exempted from violation, and that they might not be
degraded to the condition of flaves. He refuled their requeft;
and, on approaching their encampment, he learncd, that they
had firft ftabbed their infants, and had then turned their daggers
againft themfelves (13). To fome German women taken in war,
Caracalla having offered the alternative of being fold or put to
the fword, they unanimoully made choice of death. He ordered
them, notwithftanding, to be led out to the market. The difgrace
was infupportable; and, in this extremity, they knew how to
preferve their liberty, and to die (14). It was amidft this fierce-
nefs and independency, that gallantry and the point of honour
grew and profpered, . It was the reproach of thefe women, which,
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on the banks of the Rhine and the Danube, filled the coward
with the bitterelt forrow, and flained him with the moft indelible
infamy. - It was their praife which communicated to the brave
the livelieft joy and the moft lafting reputation. A, fays Taci-
tus; cuique jandtiffimi tefles, bi maximi laudatores (r5)

Thefe notions did not ‘perith when the Germans had made
conquefts. The change of air, and of fituation, did not enfecble
this fpirit. The women were full the judges of perfonal merit ;
and, to fome diftinguifhed female, did the valorous knight afcribe
the ‘glory ‘of his atchievements. Her fmile and approbation, he
confidered as the moft precious recompenfe ; and, to obtain
them, he plunged into dangers, and covered himfelf with duft
and with blood. 4h ! fi ma Dame me woyoit ! exclaimed the
knight when performing a feat of valour (16).

Nor were arms and the attachment to women the only fea-
tures of importance in the characer of the German. Religion,
which, in every age and in every mation, gives rife to fo many
cuftoms, mingled itfelf in all his tranfaions. He adored an in-
vifible being, to whom he afcribed infinite knowledge, juftice, and
power (17). To profit by his knowledge, he applied to divina-
tion (18); to draw advantage from his juftice, he made appeals
to his judgment (19); and to acquire, in fome degree, his. power,
he had recourfe to incantation and magic (20). The clements
and the vifible parts of nature, he conceived, at the fame time;

o
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to be the refidence of fubordinate divinities, who, though the
inftruments only of the agency of the fupreme intelligence, had
a great {uperiority over men, and were entitled to their attention
and reverence (21). Every tree and every fountain had its ge-
nius ; the air, the woods, the water, had their {pirits. When he
made a ftep, or looked around him, he felt an impulle of awe
and of devotion. His anxiety, his amazement, his curiofity,
his hope, and his terror, were every moment excited. The molt
ample fcope was afforded by this theology for the marvellous,
Every thing, common as well as fingular, was imputed to fuper-
natural agents. FElves, fairies, {prights, magicians, dwarfs, in-
chanters, and giants, arofe (22). But, while the leffer divinities
of thefe nations attracted notice, it was to the fupreme intelligence,
that the moft fincere and the moft flattering worlhip was direGed;
and this god, am id{t the general cares which-employed him, found
leifure to attend more particularly to war, and valued his votary
in proportion to his courage. Thus religion and love came
to inflame, and not to foften the ferocity of the German. His
{word gained to him the affeclion of his miftrefs, and conciliated
the favour of his deity. The laft was even fond of obeying the
call of the valiant ; he appeared to them in battle, and fought
by their fide (23). Devation, of confequence, was not lefs me-
ritorious than love or than valour (24). Chriftianity did not a-
bolith this ufage. It defcended to the middle ages. And, to love

God and the ladies, was the firlt leffon of chivalry (25):

Buat,
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But, though arms, gallantry, and devotion, produced the in-
fiitutions of chivalry, and formed its.manners; it is not to be
Pl

fancied, that they operated thefe effe@s in'a moment'; ‘and that,
immediately onthe {eutlements of the barbarians, this fabric was
¢reCted. The conquerors of Rome continued to feel and to prac-
tife in its provinces, the inflin&s, the paflions, and the ufages
to which they had been accuftomed in their original feats. They
were to be acive and firenuous, without perceiving the lengths
to which they would be carried. They were to build, without
knowing it, a moft magnificent flructure. * Out of the impulfe
of their paflions, the inflitutions of ehivalry were 'gradually to
form themfelves. The paflion for arms, the {pirit of gallantry,
and of devotion, which fo many writers pronounce to be the
genuine offspring of thefe wild affetations, were in fa& their
{ource ; and it happened, by a natural confequence, that, for a
time, the ceremonies and the ufages produced by them, encou-
raged their importance, and added to their ftrength, The fteps
which marked their progrefs, ferved to fofter their {pirit; and,
to the manners of ages, which we too often defpife as rude and
jgnoble, not to political refletion or legiflative wifdom, is that
fyftem to be aferibed, which was to aé fo long and fo powerful-
ly in fociety, and to produce infinite advantage and infinite cala-
mity.

It is to thofe only who apply to rude focieties the ideas of a
cultivated aera, that the inftitutions of chivalry feem the produc=

tion
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ticn of an enlightened policy. They remember not the inexpe-
rience of dark ages, and the attachment of nations to their an-
tient ufages. They confider not, that if an individual, in fuch
times, were to arife of a capacity to frame fchemes of legiflation
and government, he could not reduce them to execution, He
could not mould the conceptions of flates to correfpond to his
own. It is from no pre-conceived plan, but from circumfiances
which exift in real life and affairs, that legiflators and politicians
acquire an afcendency among men. It was the aQual condition
of their times, not projects fuggefted by philofopby and fpecula-
tion, that direted the conduct of Lycurgus and Solon.

S E G-
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The Inflitutions of Chivalry, the Pre-cminence of Women, Po=
litenefs, and the Point of Homour.

R OM the ftate of the feudal nobles, and the exertion of

the right of private war, it refulted, that the lower orders

of men were courted and attended to in an uncommon degree.
The military retainers of a noble, and the inhabitants of his
lands, conftituted his power 3 and it was not his intereft to ne=
gle&t men who might offer their fervice to an enemy. They
fhared in his property and greatnefs, were flattered with his
countenance, and formed the bulwark which fupported him.
His own fons, thofe of his vaflals and tenants, and the ambi-
tious youth whom his renown attrafted from a diftance, learned
under his diretion the art of war, fought his battles, and en-

titled themfelves to the honours of chivalry.

Every defcendant of a gentleman, or every free-born perfon,
had a capacity to bear arms, and to afpire to knighthood : And
a long train of fervices prepared him to reccive it. From his

carlieft
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earlieft years he attended the court, and refided in the caftle of
his lord; and in this fchoul he acquired all the knightly virtues.
The emulation of his equals, the example and adnonitions of
his chief, and the company of the ladies, from whofe numnber he
was to {elect the accomplithed fair ene, to whom he was to a-
feribe all his fentiments and his aftions; inflamed .in him -the
paflion for war, infufed into his mind a zeal for religion, and in-
ftructed him in all the arts of a relpeétful gallantry, From the
performance of domeftic duties, which were the firlt that em~
ployed his attention, he was called to the management of horfes
and of armour (1), He then entered into greater familiarity
with his lord, and accompanied him in all his hazardous expedi-
tions. He became accuftomed to perils and to toils ; he acqui-
red, by degrees, the whole {cience of attack and of defence ; and,
when his hard apprenticethip was over, he afted himfelf as a
knight, and fought and withed for flill feverer trials to exercife
his ambition (2],

To adorn him with arms, was originally, as I remarked, the
fimple ceremonial which invefted the warriour with knighthood.
But greater powp and folemnity came to exprels his advance-
ment to this dignity. Its importance had grown with time ; the
feudal inflitutions had foftered a tafte for fplendour; and the
Chriftian clergy, who fucceeded to the privileges of the Germa-
nic priclts; improving on their ambition, made religion interfere
i its forms (3).

H The
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The candidate prefented - himfelf in a church, where he con-
feffed his fins;'and declared his repentance and remorfe.  Ablo-
lution was then given him, and he pafled the night in watching
and pious meditation. In the morning he heard mafs, and, ap-
proaching the altar, placed his fword upon it, which was return=
ed to him, with benediftions, by the hands of the prieft. The
eucharift was next adminiftered to him; and, having been bath-
ed, to exprefls the purity which was neceflary for the flate into
which he was to enter, he was drefled in rich robes, and his fpurs
and his fivord were put on.  He then appeared before his fove-
reign or his chief, and, receiving a blow upon the neck, was
dubbed a knight. = This parade, courtly as well as facred, was
concluded with feafting and merriment (4).

The fplendour, however, which accompanied the exaltation
to knighthood, was proportioned to the wealth and the birth of
the candidate. The fame prodigal oftentation and pun&ilious
grandeur, attended not the inveltiture of an inferior perfon, and
the defcendant of a feudal lord. The rich and the great difplay-
ed, on thefe occafions, their magnificence, their ingenuity, and
their tafte (3). To furnith an aid, accordingly, to make his eld-
eft fon a knight, was one of the benevolences which were due to
a feudal proprietor from his vaffals ; and, during the prevalence
and purity of the Gothic manners, no contribution was paid with
greater chearfulnefs. But while, in times of feitival and peace,
the admiflion to this honour was thus ftately and ambitious, a

geatle
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gentle ftroke with a fword was fufficient, during war, to intitle
to its privileges ; and, in this form, in the day of a battle, or in
the hour of viftory, it was ufual to beltow it, in order to re-

ward the valiant, and to encourage prowefs (6).

When the warriour was promoted to knighthood, the com-
pany and tables of the fovereign and the nobles were open to
him ; and in times, when perfonal qualities were the great four-
ces of renown and merit, no diftin&tion was more confiderable
or important. It was permitted to him to wear gold, fur, and
filk, and to {urpafs in the richnefs of his drefs and arms., And,
while his external appearance marked him out from inferior
men, he was diftinguifhed in his own order by his enfigns-ar-
morial, and the peculiarities of his blazonry (7). He had cer- ]
tain privileges in hunting ; in executions for debt, it was not
lawful to take his horfe and armour (8); and in'the ‘courts
of law, fines beyond the ufual proportion were awarded to
compenfate his wrongs. When a prifoner, and in the power
of a conqueror, his rank preferved him from an unwof-
thy or ignominious treatment. His word or promife might
be relied upon with the firmeft affurance. Fetters and chains
were only fit for the ignoble. When the chief, or the baroii ta
whom he was more particularly attached, required not his aid,
he might enter into.the fervice of another mafter. Penfions and
prefents rewarded his prowefs; and he was enriched by the
fhare he received in the fpoils of an enemy, and by the ranfoms
of his captives (9). His ufual appearance in the field was on

Ha horfe-~
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horfeback (10), attended by an efquire; and, if his wealth fo
increafed, that he could afford to “have knights in his train, his
fovereign allowed him the ufe of a banner or a ftandard like the
barons, and, like them, he exercifed a civil as well as a military

jurifdiction (11).

Nor did his death terminate the honours which were paid to
him. The folemnity and ceremonies of his funeral, exprefled
his merits and the public regrets, A monument was ereted to
him, ‘and the ornaments with which it was embellilhed, . fuiting
his actions and hiftory, infpired his pofterity with a generous e=
mulation. The fword which he had carried to battle, the fthield
which had defended his body, and the other articles of his drefs
and armour, became the objects of relpe& and veneration. The
moft illuftrious perfons courted their pofleflion, and churches
were often efteemed the only proper repofitories of thefe attend=

ants of his victories and valour (12).

Splendid with knighthood, of which the honour was fo great
as to give dignity even to kings and to princes, the generous
and the afpiring were received in every quarter with attention and
civility. The gates of every palace, and of every caftle, were
thrown open to them ; and, in the {ociety of the fair, the brave re=
lieved the feverities of war, and fed their paffion for arms,
Though it was the ftudy of the knight to confult the defence
and the glory of the ftate, and to add to the firength and the repu=

tation
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tation of his chief, yet the praife of his miftrels was the {pring
of his valour; and the fource of his a&ivity, It was for her that
he fought and conquered. To her all his trophies were confe=
crated.  Her eye lighted up in his bofom the fire of ambition.
His enterprife, his courage, his {plendour, his renown, proclaim-

ed the power and the fame of her perfeftions.

The women failed not to feel their | dominion, | The dignity
of rank and its proprieties, the pride of riches, the rivalfhip of
beauty, unfolded their excellence and charms. Their natural
modefty, the fanélity of marriage, the value of chaftity, impro-
ved with time and with Chriftianity. The refpe@ful intercourfe
they held with the knights, the adoratien paid to them, the
torneaments at which they prefided (13),  the virtues they infpi-
red; the exploits atchieved to their honour, concurred, to promate
their elevation and luftre. To their enamoured votaties they
{eemed to be divinities ; ‘and toils, confliéts, and blood, purchaicd
their favour and their {miles.

Placed out to general admiration, they ftudied fo deferve it.
Intent on the fame of their lovers, watchful of the glory of their
nation, their affe@ions were roufed ; and they knew not that
unquiet indolence, which, foftening the mind, awakens the ima-
gination and the fenfes. Concerned in great affairs, they were
agitated with great paffions. They profpered whatever was mclt
noble in our nature, generofity, public virtue, humanity, prowefs.

They
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They partook in the greatnefs they communicated. Their foft-
nefs mingled with courage, their fenfibility with pride. With
the chara@eriftics of their own fex, they blended thofe of the

other.

Events, important and affelting, actions of generofity, en- -
terprife, and valour, exhibited in the courfe of public and pri-
vate wars, were often employing their thoughts and converfa-
tion. And, in the feafons of feflivity and peace, the greater and
the lefler torneaments exercifed their attention and anxiety (14).
Thefe images of war were announced with parade and ceremo-
ny. Judges were appointed to determine in them, and to main~
tain the laws of chivalry ; and they were generally felected from
among the aged knights, who came in crouds to live over again
the fcenes they had aded, and to encourage and dire& the in-
trepidity and the {kill of the afpiring youth. The combatants,
entering the lifts flowly, and with a grave and majeltic airy pro=
nounced aloud the names of the ladies to whom they had vowed
their hearts and their homage. This privilege they had obtain-
ed at the expence of many a gallant atchievement; and they
were prefented by the fair ones with a riband, a bracelet, a
veil, or fome detached ornament of their drefs, which they af-
fixed to their helmets or their fhields, and confidered as the
pledges of vidory (15). Every fignal advantage won in the
confliéts, was proclaimed by the inflruments of the minfirels,

and the voices of the heralds. Animated by the prefence of the

ladies,
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ladies, by the fenfe of their former renown, and of that of their
anceftors, the champions difplayed the moft brilliant feats of ac-
tivity, addrefs, and valour. And the ladies, entering into their
agitations, felt the ardours of emulation, and the tranfports of
glory (16). When the torneaments were finithed, the prizes
were diftributed with a ceremonious impartiality. The officers
who had been appointed to obferve every circumftance which
pafled in the conduc of the combatants, made ‘their reports to
the judges. The fuffrages of the fpeitators were colle@ted. Af-
ter ferious deliberation, in which the moft celebrated perfonages
who were prefent were proud to affift, the names of the conquer-
ors were pronounced. Ladies were then chofen, who were to
prefent to them the fymbols of vitory; and, in thefe fortunate
moments, they were permitted to imprint a kifs on the lips of
thefe fair difpofers of renown. Amidit the contending praife of
the judges and the knights, the mufic of war, and the fhouts of
the people, the victors were now conduéted to the palace of the
prince or the noble who exhibited the torneament. 'There, at
the feaft, which concluded their triumph, they were expofed to
the keen look, and the impaffioned admiration of whatever was
moft accomplifhed in beauty and in arms. And, in the height
of a glory, in which they might well have forgot that they were
mortal, they employed themfelves to confole the knights they
had vanquithed, and afcribed their fuccefs to fortune, not to va=
lour ; dilplaying a demeanour complacent and gentle, difarming

envy
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envy by modefty, and enhancing greatnels by generous {ympa-
thy and magnanimous condefcenfion (17).

The operation of love and of glory, {o powerful in the infti-
tutions of which I {peak, was advanced and inlpirited by re-
ligion; and principles, the moft efficacious in'our nature, built
the fabric of the Gothic manners. Devotion had charaéterifed
the barbarian in his woods, The god of 'war was propitious to
the brave, the confecrated ftandard led to vi&tery (18), and an
immortality and a paradife took away its terrors from death(1g)
Chriftianity, which looks with a {overeign contempt to every
other made of faith, which holds out to the believer the moft
flattering joys, and which, not contented with haunting guilt
with remorfe in the prefent {cene, lifts it from its grave to tor=
ture it with eternal pains.in another exiltence ; Chriftianity, I
{ay, was more calculated, than the {fuperftitions of pagani{m, to
imprefs the imagination and the heart (20). The rite of baptifm
taught the follower of Odin to  transfer his worfhip, to, Chrifk
To defend Chriftianity with his fword and his life, became a fa-
cred vow, to which every knight was ambitious to fubmit., . He
confidered himfelf as a faint, as well as a hero ; and, on the foun=-
dation of his piety, the fucceffors of St Peter were to precipitate
the armies of Europe upon Afia, and to commence, the crufades,
thofe memorable monuments of fuperftition and hergifm (21).
The lady, not lefs than the knight, was to feel the influence of
this religion. Society was to be difturbed with the fublime ex~

iravagance
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travagance of fanatics, who were to court perfe@ions out of the:
order of nature. Mortifications, aufterities, and penances, were
to be meritorious in proportion to their duration and cruelty.
The powers and affeétions of the mind and the heart; were to
ficken and to languifh in frivolous and fatiguing ceremonials.
The eye of beauty was to fadden in monafteries and in folitude,
or to light the unholy fires of a rampant priefthood. The deity
was to be worfhipped in abjeftnefls and in terror, as if he con-
temned the works he had made, and took delight in human de=-
jection and wretchednefs.

But, while ecclefiaftics, defigning and ambitious, were to abufe
mankind by the means of this new faith, it was to be beneficial
to manners by the purity of its 'moral. “While it was to guard
the fexes from frailty, it invigorated the fenfe’ of juftice ; and,
in a period of diforder and confufion, taught the knight to be
firenuous in vindicating the wrongs of the injured. 'The weak
and the oppreffed, the orphan and the widow, had a particular
claim to his proteftion. To diflobey their call, was to infringe
a law of chivalry, and to incur difhonour and infamy. He
feemed, in fome mealfure, to be entrufted with the power of the
magilirate; and the fathion of the times made him forward to
employ his arm,. and to fpill his blood in the caufe of innocence

and virtue.

Thus
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Thus war, gallantry, and devotion, confpired to form the cha-
racter of ' the knight: And thefe manners, fo lofty and {o roman-
tie, were forages to give a {plendour to Europe, by direfting the
fortunes of its nations; and by producing examples of magnani-
mity and valour; which are unequalled in the annals of man-
kind.~ But their effects in policy and war, however con{picuous,
are of little confideration, when compared with the permanent
tone they communicated to fociety. The {pirit of humanity,
which diftinguifhes modern times in the periods of war, as well
as of peace ; the gallantry which prevails in our converlations
and private intercourle; on our theatres, and in our public allem-
blies and amufements ; the point of honour which correls the
violence of the paflions; by improving our delicacy, and the
fenfe of propriety and decorum ; and which, by teaching us to
confider the importance of others, makes us value our own;
thefe circumftances arofe out of chivalry, and difcriminate the

modern from the antient world.

The knight, while he acquired, in the company of the ladies,
the graces of external behaviour, improved his natural fenfibili-
ty and tendernefs. He {fioothed over the roughnels of war
with politenefs. To be rude to a lady, or to fpeak to her difad-
vantage, was a crime which could not be pardoned. He guard-
ed her pofleffions from the rapacious, and maintained her repu-
tation againft flander.. The uncourteous offender was driven from
the fociety of the valiant; and the interpofition of the fair was

often




N B UIAR OV E & 67

often neceflary to prote@ him from death.  But the courtefy of
the knight, ‘though due in'a peculiar manner to the female {ex,
extended “itfelf to all the bufinels and intercourfe of civil life.
He ftudied a habitual elegance of manners. Politenels became
a knightly virtue ; it even attended him to the field of battle,
and checked his paffions in the ardour of vi&ory. 'The géne-
rofity and the delicate attentions he fhowed to the enemy he had
vanquifhed, are a fatire on the warriours of antiquity (23). - His
triumphs were difgraced by no indecent joy, no brutal ferocity.
Courteous and generous in' the general ftrain of his condud,
refined to extravagance in his gallantry to the ladies; and the de~
clared protetor of religion and innocence, he was himf{¢lf to be
free from every ftain. His rank, his duties, and his cares, made
him aim at the perfeltion of virtue.  His honour was to be as
inconteftable as his valour.  He profefled the moft- ferupulous
adherence to truth and to juftice. And, the defeds of civil go-
vernment, and his perfonal independence, gave an uncommon
value and propriety to his perfonal fidelity. The formalities of
the fingle combat, which were fo ferapuloufly jufty as to'remove
even the fufpicion of every thing unfair and difhonourable; fo=
ftered the pun&ilious nicety of his demeanour(24). To' utter
a falfehood, was an offence of which 'the infamy 'was never to
be effaced. The culprit was degraded from' knightheod; a
punithment more terrible to the warriour ‘than” ‘death (25). ' To
give the lie to a knight was, of confequence; to infult him'in'a
point the moft tender; and, while he was careful to maintain

L= his
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his integrity, and ambitious to entitle him{elf to its honours, he
was ardent and forward to defend himfelf againft an improper
accufation, and to punifh the abufer of his name. His delicacies
on this head demand refpect and commendation; yet the ri-
gid moralift has been pleafed to make them the object of his ri-
dicule. His ridicule, however, is as abfurd as it 1s contemptu-
ous. It applies not to the purer ages of chivalry, when honour
was infeparable from virtue; and, perhaps, it is unjuftin every
application, but when it refers to individuals, who, being foul
with meannefs, lay claim to the confideration of probity and
character, and infolently appeal to their fwords to fupport their
pretenfions,
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