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IN the Eleventh Century Sigurd, Earl of the

Orkney-Iflands, went with a fleet of fhips and a
confiderable body of troops into Ireland, to the affift-
ance of Sifryg with the filken beard, who was then
making war on his father-in-law Brian, King of
Dublin: the Earl and all his forces were cut to
pieces, and Siffryg was in danger of a total defeat;
but the enemy had a greater lofs by the death of
Brian, their King, who fell in the action. On
Chriftmas day, (the day of the battle,) a Native of

Caithnefs
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Caithnefs in Scotland faw at a diftance a number of
perfons on horfeback riding full fpeed towards a hill,
and feeming to enter into it. Curiofity led him to
follow them, till looking through an opening in the
rocks he faw twelve gigantic figures refembling wo-

men : they were all employed about a loom; and as

they wove, they fung the following dreadful Seng ;

which when they had finithed, they tore the web into
twelve pieces, and (each taking her portion) gal-

loped Six to the North and as many to the South,
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