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-5 A VOYAGE TO

A orand Solemmnity, called Narcnr, Honour of the
King's Son, performed.—The Proceffions and other Ce-
remonies, during the Jirft Day, defcribed. —The Man-
ner of paffing the Nighe at the King's Houfe.— Continu-
ation of the Solemnity, the next Day.—Conjettures about
the Nature of it—Departure from Tungataboo, and
Arrival at Eooa—Account of that Ifland, and Tran/~
altions there.

1277, E were now ready to fail; ‘but the wind being Eaft-
Ly - ;
o IR erly, we had not fufficient day-light to turn through
Sanday 6.

the narrows, either with the morning, or with the evening
flood ; the one falling out too early, and the other too late.

So that, without a leading wind, we were under a necellity
of waiting two or three days.

public folemnity, to which the king had invited us, when
swe went laft to vifit him, and which, he had informed us,

I took the opportunity of this delay, to be prefent at a

was to be performed on the 8th.. With a view to this, he
and all the people of note, quitted our neighbourheod on
Manday 7. the 7th, and n_-p.-z_'!rcgl to Mooa, where the folemnity was to
Teefay 3. be exhibited, A party of us followed them, the next morn-
ing. We underflood, from what Poulaho had faid to us,
that his fon and heir was now to be initiated into certain |

1 privileges ;
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of eating with his fa-

he had not, as yet, been admitted to.

We arrived at Mooa about eight o’clock, and found the
king, with a large circle of attendants firing before him,
within an inclofure {fo fmall and dirty, as to excite my won-
der that any fuch could be found in that neighbourhood.
They were intent upon their ufual morning occupation, in
preparing a bowl of kava. As this was no liquor for us, we
walked out to vifit fome of our friends, and to obferve what
preparations might be making for the ceremony, which was
foon to begin. About ten o’clock, the people began to aflemble,
in a large arca, which is before the malaee, or great houfe, to
which we had been conduéted the firft time we vifited Mooa.
At the end of a road, that opens into this area, {tood fome
men with fpears and clubs, who kept conftantly reciting, or
chanting, thort fentences, in a mournful tone, which con-
veyed fome idea of diftrefs, and as if they called for fome-
thing. This was continued about an hour; and, in the
mean time, many people came down the road, each of them
bringing a yam, tied to the middle of a pole, which they
laid down, before the perfons who continued repeating the
fentences. While this was going on, the king and prince
arrived, and feated themfelves upon the area; and we were
defired to fit down by them, but to pull off our hats, and
to untie our hair. The bearers of the yams being all come
in, each pole was taken up between two men, who carried
it over their fhoulders. After forming themfelves into com-
panies, of ten or twelve perfons each, they marched acrofs
the place, with a quick pace; each company, headed by a
man bearing a club or fpear, and guarded, on the right, by
feveral others, armed with different weapons. A man car-
rying a.living pigeon on a perch, clofed the rear of the
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proceflion, in which about two hundred and fifty perfons
walked.

Omai was defired by me, to afk the Chief, ro what place
the yams were to be thus carried, with fo much folemnity ?
but, as he feemed unwilling to give us the informarion we
wanted, two or three of us followed the proceflion, contrary

to his inclination. We found, that they flopped before a morar

or flatocka ¥ of one houfe ftanding upon a mount, which was
hardly a quarter of a mile from the place where they firlt
affembled. Here we obferved them depofiting the yams,
and making them up into bundles; but for what purpofe,
we could not learn. And, as our prefence feemed to give
them uneafinels, we left them, and rerurned to Poulaho, who
told us, we might amufe ourfelves by walking about, as no-
thing would be done for fome time. The fear of lofing any
part of the ceremony, prevented our being long abfent. When
we returned to the king, he defired me to order the boat’s
crew not to flir from the boat; for, as every thing would, very
foon, be taboo, if any of our people, or of their own, fhould
be found walking about, they would be knocked down
with clubs; nay mateed, that is, killed. He alfo acquainted
us, that we could not be prefent at the ceremony; but that
we fhould be conduéted to a place, where we might fee
every thing that pafled. Objections were made w0 our
drefs. We were told, that, to qualify us to be prefent, it
was neceflary that we fhould be naked as low as the breaft,
with our hats off, and our hair untied. Omai offered te
conform to thefe requifites, and began to firip ; other objec-
tions were then flarted ; fo that the exclufion was given to
him equally with ourfelves.

® This is the fiatesta mentioned above by Mr, Anderfon, p. 321,
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I did not much like this reflrition : and, therefore, flole
our, to lee what might now be going forward. 1 found
eople flirring, except thofe drefled to attend the

YUy 1EwW £,
§ -

I
ceremony 3 fome of whom had in their hands fmall poles,
about four feer long, and to the under-part of thefe were
faftened two or three other flicks, not bigger than onc’s
finger, and about fix inchies in length. Thele men were
going toward the mzrai juft mentioned. I took the fame
road, and was, feveral times, ftopped by them, all crying
out tabss. However, I went forward, without much regard-
ing them, till I came in fight of the morai, and of the people
who were fitting before it. I was now urged, very ftrongly,
to go back; and, not knowing what might be the confe-
quence of a refufal, I complied. I had obferved, that the
people, who carried the poles, pafled this moras or what [
may, as well, call temple; and guefling, from this circum-
flance, that fomething was tranfa&ing beyond it, which
might be worth looking at, I had thoughts of advancing,
by making a round, for this purpofe; butI was fo clofely
watched by three men, that I could not put my defizgn’ in
exccution. In order to fhake thele fellows off, I returned
to the malzee, where 1 had left the king, and, from thence,
made an elopement a fecond time ; but I inflantly met with
the {ame three men ; {o that it feemed, as if they bad been
ordered to watch my motions. I paid no regard to what
they faid or did, tiil [ came within fight of the king's prin-
cipal flatoska or aiorai, which I have already defcribed *, before
which a great number of men were fiing, being the fame
perfons whom I had jult before feen pafs by the other morai,
from which this was but a litdle diftant.  Obferving, thatl
could watch the proceedings of this company from the
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king’s plantation, I repaired thither, very much to the fa.
tisfaction of thofe who attended me.

As foon as I got in, I acquainted the gentlemen who had
come with me from the fhips, with what I had feen;
and we took a proper flation, to watch the refult, The
number of people, at the jflateots, continued to increafe for
fome time; and, at length, we could fee them quit their fit-
ting pofture, and march ofl in proceflion. They walked in
pairs, one after another, every pair carrying, between them,
one of the fmall poles above-mentioned, on their thoulders.
We were told, that the fmall pieces of fticks, faftened to the
poles, were yams; f{o that, probably, they were meant to
reprefent this root emblematically. The hindmoft men of
each couple, for the moft part, placed one of his hands to
the middle of the pole, as if;, without this additional fup-
port, it were not flrong enough to carry the weight that
hung to it, and under which they all feemed o bend, as
they walked. This proceflion confifted of one hundred and
eight pairs, and all, or moft of them, men of rank. They
came clofe by the fence behind which we ftood ; {o that we
had a full view of them.

Having waited here, till they had all paffed, we then re-

paired to Poulaho’s houfe, and faw him going our. We

could not be allowed to follow him ; but were, forthwith,
conducted to the place allotted to us, which was behind a

L o
fence, adjoining to the area of the fiafoske where the yams
had been depofited in the forencon. As we were not the
ouly people who were excluded from being publicly prefent
at this ceremony, but allowed to peep from behind the cur-
tain, we had a good deal of company; and I obferved, thac

' 1. o I R e e 2 : z r
atl the other inclofures, round the place, were filled with
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people. And, yet, all imaginable care feemed to be taken,
that they fhould fee as little as pollible; for the fences had s

not only been repaired that morning, but, in many places,

raifed higher than common; fo that the tallefl man could

not look over them, To remedy this defet in our ftation,

we took the liberty to cut holes in the fence, with our

knives; and, by this means, we could fee, pretry diftinétly,

every thing that was tranfa&ing on the other fide.

On our arrival at our ftation, we found two or three
hundred people, fitting on the grafs, near the end of the
road that opened into the area of the merai; and the nums-
ber continually increafed, by others joining them. Atlength,
arrived a few men carrying fome {mall poles, and branches
or leaves of the cocoa-nut tree; and, upon their firft"ap-
pearance, an old man {eated himfelf in the road, and; with
his face toward them, pronounced a long oration in a feri-
ous tone. He then retired back, and the others advancing
to the middle of the area, began to erect a {fmall fhed ; em-
ploying, for that purpofe, the materials above-mentioned.
When they had finithed their work, they all fquatted down,
for a moment, before it, then rofe up, and retired to the reft
of the company. Seoon after, came Poulaho’s fon, preceded
by four or five men, and they feated themfelves a little afide
from the {hed, and rather behind it. After them, appeared
rwelve or fourteen women of the firft rank, walking {lowly
in pairs, each pair carrying between them, a narrow piece
of white cloth extended, about two or three yards in length.
Thefe marched up to the prince, fquatted down before him ;.
and, having wrapped fome of the pieces of the cloth they el
had brought, round his body, they rofe up, and retired 1n
the fame 'order, to fome diftance on his lefr, and there {feated
themfelves. Poulaho himfelf foon mads his appearance,

preceded
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preceded by four men, who walked two and two abreaft,
and far down on his fon's lefc hand, abourt twenty paces
from bim. The young prince, then, quitting his firlt po-
finon, went and fat down under the thed, with his attend-
ants; and a confiderable number more placed themfelves
on the grafs, before this royal canopy. The prince himfelf
fat facing the people, with his back to the morai. This
being done, three companies, of ten or a2 dozen men in
cach, flarted up from amongft the large crowd, a lirtle after
cach other, and running haflily to the oppolite fide of the
area, fat down for a few feconds; after which, they re-
turned, in the fame manner, to their former ftations. To
them fucceeded two men, each of whom held a fmall
green branch in his hand, who got up and approached the
prince, fitting down, for a few feconds, three different
times, as they advanced; and then, turning their backs, re.
tired in the fame manner, inclining their branches to each
other as they fat. In a little time, two more repeated this
cerernony.

The grand proceflion, which I had feen march off from
the other merai, now began to come in. To judge of the
circuit they had made, from the time they had been ablent, it
muit have been pretty large. As they entered the area, they
marched up to the right of the fhed, and, having proftrated
themfelves on the grafs, depofited their pretended bur-
thens (the poles above-mentioned), and faced round to the
prince. They then rofe up, and retired in the fame order,
clofing their hands, which they held before them, with the
moflt ferious afpect, and feated themfelves along the front
of the area. During all the time thar this numerous band
were coming in, and depofiting their poles, three men, who
{at under the fhed, with the prince, continued pronouncing

{eparate
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feparate fentences, in a melancholy tone. After this, a pro-
found filence enfued, for a little time, and then a man, who
fat in the front of the area, began an oration (or prayer),
during which, at feveral different times, he went and broke
one of the poles, which had been brought in by thofe who
had walked in proceffion. When he had ended, the people,
fitting before the fhed, feparated, to make a lane, through
which the prince and his attendants pafled, and the aflembly
broke up.

Some of our party, fatisfied with what they had already
{feen, now returned to the fhips; but I, and two or three
more of the oflicers, remained at Mooa, to fee the conclu-
fion of the folemnity, which was not to be till the next day;
being delirous of omitting no opportunity, which might
afford any information about the religious or the polirical
inftitutions of this people. The fmall fticks or poles, which
had been brought into the area, by thofe who walked in
proceflion, being left lying on the ground, after the crowd
had difperfed, I went and examined them. [ found, that to
the middle of each, two or three fmall fticks were tied, as
has been related. Yer we had been repeatedly told by the
natives, who ftood near us, that they were young yams;
infomuch that fome of our ;ﬁﬂ.-]cmcﬂ believed them, ra-
ther than their own eyes. As I had the demonflration of
my fenfes to farisfy me, th:‘_t they were not real yams, it is
clear, that we ought to have underfltood them, that they
were only the artificial reprefentations of thefe roots.

Our {upper was got ready abour {even t‘.lcln”T‘. 1* con-
{ilted of fith and yams. We might have had por ;. bur

we did not ¢!

wofe to kill a '_:.|_*' hog, whicl l:l'I.E .umg had
given to us for L'. At -'*u:';'uﬂ:: He fupped with us, and drank
pretty freely of brandy and water; fo that he went to bed
= 3 : 21
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houfe with him, and feveral of his attendants.

About one or two o'clock in the morning they waked,
and converfed for about an hour, and then went to ileep
again, All, but Poulaho himfelf, role at day-break, and
went, I know not whither. Socon after, a woman, one of
thofe who generally attended upon the Chief, came in, and
inquired where he was. 1 pointed him out to her; and
{he immediately fat down by him, and began the fame
operation, which Mr. Anderfon had feen practifed upon
Futtafaihe, tapping or beating gently, with her clinched
filts, on his thighs. This, inltead of prolonging his ileep,
as was intended, had the contrary effect; however, though
he awaked, he continued to lie down.

Omai, and I, now went to vifit the prince, who had part-
ed from us early in the evening. For he did not lodge with
the king; but in apartments of his own, or, at leaft, fuch
as had been allotted to him, at fome diftance from his fa-
ther's houfe. We found him with a circle of boys, or
youths, about his own age, fitting before him; and an old
woman, and an old man, who feemed to have the care of
him, fitting behind. There were others, both men and
women, employed about their neceffary affairs, in differ-
ent departments; who, probably, belonged to his houfe-
hold.

From the prince we returned to the king, By this time
he had got up, and had a crowded circle before him, com-
pofed chiefly of old men. While a large bowl of tava was
preparing, a baked hog and yams, fmoking hot, were
brought in; the greateft part of which fell to our fhare,
and was very acceptable to the boat’s crew : for thefe people

eat
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eat very little in a morning; efpecially the kava drinkers.

I afterward walked out, and vifited feveral other Chiefs; ‘———v

and found, that all of them were taking their morning
draught, or had already taken it. Returning to the king, I
found him afleep in a {mall retired hut, with two women
tapping on his breech. About eleven o’'clock he arofe again ;
and then fome fifh and yams, which tafted as 1f they had
been ftewed in cocoa-nut milk, were brought to him. Of
thefe he eat a Iﬂl‘gt‘. portion, and lay down once more to
{leep. 1 now left him, and carried to the prince a prefent of
cloth, beads, and other articles, which I had brought with
me from the fhip for the purpofe. There was a {ufficient
quantity of cloth to make him a complete fuit; and he
was immediately decked out with it. Proud of his drefs,
he firft went to fhew himfelf to his father; and then con-
ducted me to his mother; with whom were about ten or a
dozen other women of a refpeétable appearance. Here the
prince changed his apparel, and made me a prefent of two
pieces of the cloth manufactured in the ifland. By this time,
it was paft noon, when, by appointment, I repaired to the
palace to dinner. Several of our gentlemen had returned,
this morning, from the thips; and we were all 1nvited to
the feaft, which was prefently ferved up, and confifted of
two pigs and yams. I roufed the drowfy monarch, to
partake of what he had provided for our entertainment.
In the mean time, two mullets, and fome fhell-fith, were
brought to him, as I fuppofed, for his feparate portion. But
he joined it to our fare, fat down with us, and made a
hearty meal.

When dinner was over, we were told that the cere-
mony would foon begin; and were flriltly enjoined not to
walk out. I had refolved, however, to peep no longer

Vor. L Ty from
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from behind the curtain, but to mix with the attors then-
felves, if poffible. With this view, I ftole out from the
plantation, and walked toward the morai, the {cene of the
folemnity, I was, feveral times, defired to go back, by
people whom I met but I paid no regard to them; and they
fuffered me to pafs on. When I arrived at the merai, I found
a number of men feated on the fide of the area, on each
fide of the road that leads up toit. A few were fitting on
the oppofite fide of the area; and two men in the middle of
it, with their faces turned to the moerai. When I gor into
the midft of the firft company, I was defired to fit down ;
which I accordingly did. Where I fat, there were lying a
number of fmall bundles or pareels, compoled of cocoa-nut
leaves, and tied to fticks made into the form of hand-
barrows. All the information I could get about them was,
that they were faboo. Our mumber kept continually in-
creafing ; every one coming from the fame quarter. From
time to time, one or another of the company turned him{elf
to thofe who were coming to join us, and made a fhort
fpeech ; in which I could remark that the word arekee, that
is King, was generally mentioned. One man faid fome-
thing that produced burfls of hearty laughter from all the
crowd ; others, of the fpeakers, met with public applaufe.
I was, feveral times, defired to leave the place; and, at laf},
when they found that I would not flir, after fome feeming
confultation, they applied to me to uncover my thoulders
as theirs were. With this requeft I complied ; and then they
{fecemed to be nolonger uneafy at my prelence.

1 fat a full hour, without any thing more going forward,
befide what I have mentioned. At length the prince, the
women, and the king, all came in, as they had done the
day before. The prince, being placed under the fhed, after

hig
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lais father's arrival, two men, each carrying a piece of mat,

The aflembled people now began their operations; and firft,
three companies ran backward and forward acrofs the area, as
defcribed in the account of the proceedingsof the former day.
Soon after, the two men, who fat in the middle of the area,
made a fhort fpeech or prayer; and then the whole body,
amonglt whom I had my place, ftarted up, and ran and
feated themielves before the thed under which the prince,
and three or four men, were {itting. I was now partly under
the management of one of the company, who feemed very
afliduous to ferve me. By his means, I was placed in fuch
a firnation, that, if I had been allowed to make ufe of my
eyes, nothing that pafled could have efcaped me. But it
was neceflary to fit with down-calt looks, and demure as
maids.

Soon after, the proceffion came in, as on the day before;
each two perfons bearing on their fthoulders a pole, round
the middle of which, a cocoa-nut leaf was plaited. Thefe
were depofited with ceremonies fimilar to thofe obferved
on the preceding day. This firft proceflion was followed
by a fecond ; the men compofing which, brought baikets,
fuch as are ufually employed by this people to carry pro-
vifions in, and made of palm leaves. Thefle were followed
by a third proceflion, in which were brought different kinds
of fmall fith; each fixed at the end of a forked flick. The
balkets were carried up to an old man, whom 1 took to be
the Chief Prieft, and who fat on the prince’s right-hand,
without the thed. He held each in his hand, while he made a
fhort fpcech or prayer; then laid it down, and called for
another, repeating the fame words as before; and thus he
went through the whole number of bafkets. The fith were

Yy prefented,
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prefented, one by one, on the forked flicks, as they came
in, to two men, whe fat on the left; and who, till now,
held green branches in their hands. The firft fith they
laid down on their right, and the fecond on their left. When
the third was prefented, a ftout looking man, who far be-
hind the other two, reached his arm over between them,
and made a fnatch at it; as allfo did the other two, at the
very fame time. Thus they feemed to contend for every
fifh that was prefented; but as there were two hands again(t
one, befides the advanrtage of fituation, the man behind got
nothing but pieces; for he never quitted his hold, till the
fifh was torn out of his hand; and what little remained in
it, he {hook out behind him. The others laid whar they
got, on the right and lefr alternately. At length, cither by

accident or defign, the man behind got pofleflion of a whole-

fith, without cither of the other two fo much as touching
it. Acvthas, the word mareeai, which fignifies wery goad, or
well done, was uttered in a low voice throughout the whole
crowd. It feemed, that he had performed now all that was
expected from him; for he made no attempt upon the
few fith that came after. Thefe fith, as alfo the bafkets,
were all delivered, by the perfons who brought them in;
fitting ; and, in the fame order and manner, the fmall
poles, which the ficlt proceflion carried, had been laid. upon
the ground.

The lalt proceflion being clofed, there was fome fpeak-
ing or praying, by different perfons. Then, on fome fignal

being given, we all flarted up, ran feveral paces to the left;.

and {at down with our backs to the prince, and the few
who remained with him. I was defired not to look behind
me. However, neither this injunétion; nor the remem-
brance of Lot’s wife, difcouraged me from facing about.

5 1 now
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Fnow faw that the prince had turned his face to the morai.
lut this laft movement had brought fo many people be-
tween him and me, that I could not perceive whar was
doing. 1 was afterward affured, that, at this very time, the
prince was admirted to the high honour of eating with his
father 3 which, till now, had never been permirtted to him;
a picce of roalted yam being prefented to each of them for
this purpofe. This was the more probable, as we had been
told, before-hand, that this was to happen during the fo-
Iemnity ; and as all the people turned their backs to them,
at this time, which they always do when their monarch
eats.

Afrer fome little time, we all faced abour, and formed a2
femicircle before the prince, leaving a large open fpace be-
tween us. Prefendy there appeared fome men coming to-
ward us, two and two, bearing large ficks, or poles, upon
their thoulders, making a noife that might be called fing-
ing, and waving their hands as they advanced. When they
had got clofe upto us, they made a thew of walking very
falt, without proceeding a fingle flep. Immediately after,
three or four men ftarted up from the crowd, with large
fticks in their hands, who ran toward thofe new-comers.
The latter inftantly threw down the poles from their fhoul-
ders, and fcampered ofl'; and the others-attacked the poles ;
and, having beat them moft unmercifully, returned to theic
places. As the pole-bearers ran off, they gave the challenge
that is ufual here in wreftling ; and, not long after, a num-
ber of ftout fellows came from the fame quarter, repeating
the challenge as they advanced. Thefe were oppofed by a
party, who came from the oppofite fide almo(t at the fame
inflant. The two parrics paraded about the areca for a
few minutes, and then retired, each to their own fide, After

this,
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this, there were wreflling and ‘boxing-matches for about
half an hour. Then two men feated themfelves before the

prince, and made {peeches, addrefled, as I thought, entirely

to him. With this the folemnity ended, and the whole af-
fembly broke up.

I now went and examined the feveral baflcets which had
been prefented ; a curiofity that I was not allowed before to
indulge ; becaufe every thing was then tabes. But the fo-
lemnity being now over, they became, fimply, what I found
them to be, empty bafkets. So that, whatever they were
fuppofed to contain, was emblematically reprefented. And
{o, indeed, was every other thing which had been breught
in proceflion; except the fifh.

We endeavoured, in vain, to find out the meaning, not
only of the ceremony in general, which is called Natche, but
of its different parts. We feldom got any other aniwer to
our inquiries, but #abse; 2 word, which, I have before ob-
ferved, is applied to many other things. Bur, as the prince
was, evidently, the principal perfon concerned in it ; and
as we had been told by the king, ten days before the cele-
bration of the Natche, that the people would bring in yams
for him and his fon 10 cat together; and as he even de-
{cribed fome part of the ceremony, we concluded, from
what he had then faid, and from what we now faw, that
an oath of allegiance, if I may {o exprefls my{elf, or folemn
promifc, was, on this occalion, made to the prince, as the
immediate fucceffor to the regal dignity, to fland by bim,
and to furnifh him with the feveral articles that were here em-
blematically reprefented. This feems the more probable, as
all the principal people of the ifland, whom we had ever feen,
aflifted in the proceflions. But, be this as it may, the whole

] was
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was conducted with a great deal of myfterious folemnity; 1777 |
and, that there was a mixture of religion in the inflitution, ‘e
was evident, not only from the place where it was per-

formed, but from the manner of performing it. Our drefs

and deportment had never been called in queftion, upon any

former occafion whatever. Now, it was expected that we

thould be uncovered as low as the waift; that our hair

fhould be loofe, and flowing over our fhoulders; that we

fhould, like themfelves, fit crofs-legged ; and, at times, in

the moft humble pofture, with down-caft eyes, and hands

locked together; all which requifites were moft devoutly
obferved by the whole aflembly. And, laftly, every one

was excluded from the folemnity, but the principal people,

and thofe who afiited in the celebration, All thefe circum-

ftances were to me a fuflicient tellimony, that, upon this

occafion, they confidered themfelves as acting under the
immediate infpeétion of a Supreme Being.

The prefent Natcde may be conlidered, from the above ac-
count of it, as merely figurative. For the fmall quantity of
yams, which we faw the firft day, could not be intended as
a general contribution ; and, indeed, we were given to un-
derftand, that they were a portion confecrated to the Otaa,
or Divinity. But we were informed, that, in about three
months, there would be performed, on the fame account,
a far more important and grander folemnity ; on which oc-
cafion, not only the tribute of Tongataboo, but that of Ha-
paee, Vavaoo, and of all the other iflands, would be brought
to the Chief, and confirmed more awfully, by facrificing
ten human viftims from amongf the inferior fort of people. ;
A horiid folemnity indeed ! and which is 2 moefl fignificant
inftance of the influence of gloomy and ignorant {uperfli-
re moll benevolent and hu-

IFALE

tion, over the minds of one of t
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mane nations upon earth. On inquiring into the realons
of fo barbarous a pradtice, they only faid, that it was a ne-
ceflary parr of the Natche; and thar, if they omitted it, the
Deity would cerrainly deitroy their king,

Before the affembly broke up, the day was far [pent; and
15 we were at fome diftance from the fhips, and had an in-
tricate navigation to go through, we were in hafte to fet out
from Mooa. When I took leave of Poulaho, he prefled me
much to ftay till the next day, to be prefent at a funeral ce-
remony. The wife of Mareewagee, who was mother in-law
to the king, had lately died ; and her corpfe had, on account
of the Naicke, been carried on board a canoe that lay in
the /agoon. Poulaho told me, thar, as foon as he had paid the
laft offices to her, he would attend me to Eooa ; but, if I did
not wait, that he would follow me thither. I underflood,
at the {ame time, thar, if it had not been for the death of
this woman, moft of the Chiefs would have accompanied us
to that ifland ; where, it fecms, all of them have pofleflions.
1 would gladly have waited to fee this ceremony alfo, had
not the tide been now favourable for the ihips to get
through the narrows. The wind, befides, which, for fe-
veral days paft, had been very boifterous, was now mode-
rate and fettled ; and to have loft this opportunity, might
have detained us a fortnight longer. But what was de-
cifive againft my waiting, we underftood that the funeral
ceremonies would laft five days, which was too long a ume,
as the fhips lay in fuch a fituation, that I could not get to
fea at pleafure. I, however, affured the king, thart, if we
did not fail, I thould certainly vifit him again the next day.
And fo we all took leave of him, and fet out for the fhips,
where we arrived about eight o'clock in the evening.

T had

e
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I had foroot to mention, that Omai was prefent at this fe-
e |
cond day’s ceremony, as well as myfelf; but we were not
1

together; nor did I know that he was there, till it was al-
molt over. He afterward told me, thar, as foon as the
king faw that I had ficlen out from the plantation, he fent
{everal people, one afrer another, to defire me to come back.
Probably, thefe meflengers were not admitted to the place
where I was; for I faw nothing of them. At laft, intelli-
gence was brought to the Chief, that I had actually firip-
ped, in conformity to their cuftom ; and then he told Omai,
that he might be prefent alfo, if he would comply with all
the neceflary forms. Omai had no objection, as nothing
was required of him, but to conform to the cuftom of his
own country. Accordingly, he was furnifhed with a proper
drefs, and appeared at the ceremony as one of the natives.
It is likely, that one reafon of our being excluded at firft,
was an apprehenfion, that we would not fubmit to the re-
quifites to qualify us to aflilt.

While I was attending the Naiche at Mooa, I ordered the
horfes, bull and cow, and goats, to be brought thither ;
thinking that they would be fafer therc, under the eyes of
the Chiefs, than at a place that would be, in a manner, de-
ferted, the moment after our departure. Befides the above-
mentioned animals, we left, with our friends here, a young
boar, and three young fows, of the Englifh breed. They
were exceedingly defirous of them, judging, no doubt, that
they would greatly improve their own breed, which is ra-

ther {mall. TFeenou alfo got from us two rabbits, a buck

and a doe ; and, before we failed, we were told, that young
ones had been already produced. If the cattle fucceed, of

which I make no doubt, it will be a vaft acquifition to thefe
VoL. L L Z iflands;
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ilands; and, as Tongaraboo is a fine level country, the

» horfes cannot but be ufeful.

On the roth, at eight o’clock in the morning, we weighed
anchor, and, with a fteady gale at South Eaft, turned
through the channel, between the {mall ifles called Makka-
haa and Monooafai ; it being much wider than the channel
between the laft mentioned ifland and Pangimodoo. The
flood fet ftrong in cur favour, till we were the length of the
channel leading up to the /agosn, where the flood from the
Eaftward meets that from the Weft. This, together with
the indraught of the lagoan, and of the fhoals before it,
caufeth firong riplings and whirlpools. To add to thefe
dangers, the depth of water in the channel exceeds the
length of a cable; fo that there is no anchorage, except
clofe to the rocks, where we meet with forty and forty-five
fathoms, over a bottom of dark fand. But then, here, a
fhip would be expofed to the whirlpools. This fruftrated
the defign which I had formed, of coming to an anchor, as
foon as we were through the narrows, and of making an
excurfion to fee the funeral. I chofe rather to lofe that ce-
remony, than to leave the fhips in a fituation, in which I
did not think them fafe. We continued to ply to windward,
between the two tides, without either gaining or lofing an
inch, till near high water, when, by a favourable flant, we
got into the Eaftern tide’s influence. 'We expected, there, to
find the ebb to run firong to the Eaftward in our favour;
but it proved fo inconfiderable, that, at any other time, it
would not have been noticed. This informed us, that moft
of the water, which flows into the lagoon, comes from the
North Weflt, and returns the fame way. About five in the
afternoon, finding that we could not get to fea before it was

4 dark,
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dark, I came to an anchor, under the fhore of Tongataboo,
in forty-five fathoms water; and about two cables length
from the reef, that runs along that fide of the ifland. The
Difcovery dropped anchor under our flern; but before the
anchor took hold, fhe drove off the bank, and did not re-
cover it till after midnight,

We remained at this ftation, till eleven o’clock, the next
day, when we weighed, and plyed to the Eaftward. But it
was ten at night, before we weathered the Eaft end of the
ifland, and were enabled to ftretch away for Middleburg, or
Fooa (as it is called by the inhabitants), where we anchored,
at eight o’clock, the next morning, in forty fathoms water,
aver a bottom of fand, interf{perfed with coral rocks; the
exiremes of the ifland extending, from North, 40" Eaft, to
South, 22° Weft; the high land of Eooa, South, 45° Eaft;
and Tongataboe, from North, 70’ Welt, to North, 19° Weft;
diftant about half a mile from the fhore ; being nearly the
fame place where I had my ftation in 1793, and then named
by me, Englyh Road.

We had no fooner anchored, than Taoofa the Chief, and
feveral other natives, vifited us on board, and {eemed to re-
joice much at our arrival. This Taoofa ¥ had been my Fayo
when I was here, during my laft voyage ; coniequently, we
were not flrangers to each other. In a little ume, I went
afhore with him, in fearch of freth water; the precuring
of which, was the chief object that brought me to Eooa. I
had been told, at Tongataboo, that there was herea ftream,
running from the hills into the fea; but this was not the
cafe now. 1 was firlt conducted to a brackith {pring, be-
tween low and high water mark, amonglt rocks, in the

* In the account of Captain Cook's former voyage, he calls the only Chicf he
then met with, at this place, Tiseny. See Vol. i. p. 1g2.
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cove wherz we landed, and where no one would ever have
thought of looking for what we wanted. However, I be-
lieve, the water of this {pring z‘.‘.ii__,i;a' be good, were it pof-
fible to take it up, before the tide mixes with it. Finding
that we did not like this, our friends took us a little way
into the ifland; where, in a deep chafm, we found very
good water; which, at the expence of fome time and
trouble, might be conveyed down to the fhore, by means of
fpouts or troughs, that could be made with plantain leaves,
and the flem of the tree. Bat, rather than to undertake
thar tedious tafk, I refolved to reft contented with the {upply
the {hips had got at Tongataboo.

Before I returned on board, I fet on foot a trade for hogs
and yams. Of the former, we could procure but few ; but,
of the latter, plenty. I put afhore, at this ifland, the ram
and two ewes, of the Cape of Good Hope breed of {heep;
intrufling them to the care of Taoofa, who feemed proud
of his charge. It was fortunate, perhaps, that Mareewa-
gee, to whom I had given them, as before-mentioned,
flighted the prefent. Eooa, not having, as yet, got any dogs
upon 1t, feems to be a properer place than Tongataboo for
the rearing of theep.

As we lay at anchor, this ifland bore a very different
afpect from any we had lately feen, and formed a moft
beautiful landfcape. It is higher than any we had paffed,
fince leaving New Zealand (as Kao may juftly be reckoned
an immenfe rock), and from its top, which is almoft flat,
declines very gently toward the fea. As the other ifles, of
this clufter, are level, the eye can difcover nothing but the
trees that cover them ; but here the land, rifing gendy up-
ward, prefents us with an extenfive profpe®, where groves
of trees are only interfperfed at irregular diftances, in

beautiful

—
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beautiful diforder, and the reft covered with grafs. Near

357

1777

Jaly.

the fhore, again, it is quite fhaded with various trees, “——*

amongit which are the habitations of the natives; and to
the right of our flation, was one of the moft extenfive groves
of cocoa-palms we had ever feen.

The 13th, in the afternoon, a party of us made an excur- Sunday 15.

fion to the higheft part of the ifland, which was a little to
the right of our fhips, in order to have a full view of the
country. About half way up, we crolled a deep valley, the
bottom and fides of which, though compofed of hardly any
thing but coral rock, were clothed with trees. We were
now about two or three hundred feer above the level of the
fea, and yet, even here, the coral was perforated into all the
holes and inequalities, which ufually diverlify the furface
of this {ubftance within the reach of the tide. Indeed, we
found the fame coral, till we began to approach the fum-
mits of the higheft hills; and, it was remarkable, chat
thefe were chiefly compofed of a yellowifh, foft, fandy
ftone, The foil, there, is, in general, a reddith clay; which,
in many places, feemed to be very deep. On the moft ele-
vated part of the whole ifland, we found a round platform,
or mount of carth, fupported by a wall of coral flones; to
bring which, to fuch a height, muft have coft much labour.,

L

Our euides told us, tliar this mount had been erected by

order of their Chief; and that they, fometimes, met there
to drink kava. They called it Etehee; by which name, an
crection, which we had feen at Tongataboo, as already
mentioned, was diftinguithed. Not many paces from it,
was a {pring of excellent water; and, about a mile lower
down, a running ftream, which, we were told, found its

way to the {fea, when the rains were copious, We alfo met

with
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with water, in many litle holes; and, no doubt, great
plenty might be found, by digging.

From the elevation, to which we had afcended, we had a
full view of the whole ifland, except a part of the South
point. The South Eall {ide, from which the higheft hills, we
were now upon, are not far diftant, rifes with very great in-
equalities, immediately from the {ea; fo that the plains and
meadows, of which there are here fome of great extent, lie
all on the North Welt fide; and, as they are adorned with
tufts of trees, intermixed with plantations, they form a very
beautiful landfcape, in every point of view. While I was
furveying this delightful profpect, I could not help flatter-
ing myfelf with the pleafing idea, that fome future naviga-
tor may, from the fame ftation, behold thefe meadows
ftocked with cattle, brought to thefe iflands by the fhips of
England ; and that the completion of this fingle benevolent
purpofe, independently of all other confiderations, would fuf-
ficiently mark to poflerity, that our voyages had not been
ufelefs to the general interefls of humanity, Befides the
plants common on the other neighbouring iflands, we
found, on the height, a {pecies of acrofficum, melaffoma, and
fern tree; with a few other ferns and plants, not common
lower down.

Our guides informed us, that all, or moft of the land, on
this ifland, belonged to the great Chiefs of Tongataboo;
and that the inhabitants were only tenants, or vaffals, to
them. Indeed, this feemed to be the cafe at all the other
neighbouring ifles, except Annamooka, where there were
fome Chiefs, who feemed to aét with fome kind of inde-
pendence. Omai, who was a great favourite with Feenou,
and thefe people in general, was tempted with the offer of

being
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being made Chief of this ifland, if he would have ftaid

amoned them ; and it is not clear to me, that he would ‘————
&= ¥

not have been glad to flay, if the fcheme had met with my
approbation. 1own, 1did difapprove of it ; but not becaufe
I thought that Omai would do better for himfelf in his own

native ifle.

On returning from my country expedition, we were ir-
formed that a party of the natives had, in the circle where
our people traded, ftruck one of their own countrymen
with a club, which laid bare, or, as others faid, fractured
his fkull, and then broke his thigh with the fame ; when
our men interpofed. He had no figns of life, when carried
to a neighbouring houfe; bur afrerward recovered' a licde.
On my afking the reafon of fo fevere a treatment, we'were
informed, that he had been difcovered in a fituation rather
indelicate, with a woman who was fabos’d. We, however,
underftood, that fthe was no otherwife #ebos’d, than by be-
longing to another perfon, and rather fuperior in rank to
her gallant. From this circumitance, we had an opportu-
nity of obferving, how thefe people treat fuch infidelities.
But the female finner has, by far, the fmaller fhare of pu-
nithment for her mifdemeanor; as they told us, that fhe
would only receive a flight beating.

The next morning, I planted a pine-apple, and fowed the
feeds of melons, and other vegetables in the Chief’s plant-
ation. I had fome encouragement, indeed, to flatter my-
felf, that my endeavours of this kind would not be fruit-
lefs ; for, this day, there was ferved up at my dinner, a difth
of turnips, being the produce of the feeds I had left here
during my laft voyage.

I had

Monday 14.
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1ad fixed upon the 1sth for failing, ti aoof B
I had d ug t] h for fa till Taoofa prefied
me to ftay a day or two longer, 1o receive a prefent he had
prepared for me. This reafon, and the daily expetation of
feeing fome of our friends from Tongataboo, induced me to
defer my departure.

Accordingly, the next day, I received the Chief’s prefent;
confifting of two {mall heaps of yams, and fome fruit, which
feemed to be collected by a kind of contribution, as at the
other ifles. On this occafion, moft of the people of the
ifland had affembled at the place; and, as we had expe-
rienced on fuch numerous meetings amongft their neigh-
bours, gave us not a little trouble to prevent them from pil-
fering whatever they could lay their hands upon. We were
entertained with cudgelling, wrefiling, and boxing-matches;
and in the latter, both male and female combatants exhi-
bited. 1t was intended to have finifhed the fhew with the
Lomai, or night-dance ; but an accident cither put a total ftop
to it, or, at leaft, prevented any of us from flaying athore
to fee it. One of my people, walking a very little way,
was f{urrounded by twenty or thirty of the natives, who
knocked him down, and {lripped him of every thing he
had on his back. On hearing of this, I immediately {eized
two canoes, and a large hog; and infifted on Taoofa’s
caufling the clothes to be reftored, and on the offenders be-
ing delivered up to me. The Chicf feemed much concern-
ed at what had happened; and forthwith took the necef-
fary fleps to fatisfy me, This affair {o alarmed the :uf?;;p -
bled people, that moft of them fled. However, when they
found that I took no other meafures to revenge the infult,
they returned. It was not long before one of the offenders
was delivered up to me, and a fhirt and a pair of trowfers

2 rceflored,
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reltored. The remainder of the flolen goods not coming 1n
before night, I was under a neceflity of leaving them to go
aboard ; for the fea run fo high, thar it was with the great-
elt difficulty the boats could get out of the creek with day-
light, much lefs in the dark.

The next morning, I landed again, having provided my-
{felf with a prefent for Taoofa, in return for what he had
given me. As it was carly, there were but few people at
the landing-place, and thofe few not without their fears.
But on my defiring Omai to aflure them, that we meant no
harm; and, in confirmation of this aflurance, having re-
flored the canoes, and releafed the offender, whom they had
delivered up to me, they refumed their ufual gaiety; and,
prefently, a large circle was formed, in which the Chief,
and all the principal men of the ifland, took their places.
The remainder of the clothes were now brought in; but, as
they had been torn off the man’s back, by pieces, they
were not worth carrying on board. Taoofa, on receiving
my prefent, fhared it with three or four other Chiets, keep-
ing only a fmall part for himfelf. This prefent exceeded
their expectation fo greatly, that one of the Chiefs, a vene-
rable old man, told me, that they did not deferve it, con-
fidering how little they had given to me, and the ill treat-
ment one of my people had mer with. I remained with
them, till they had finifhed their bowl of kava; and
having then paid for the hog, which I had taken the
day before, returned on board, with Tacofa, and one of
Poulaho’s fervants, by whom I fent, as a parting mark
of my clteem and regard for that Chief, a piece of bar
iron ; being as valuable a prefent as any I could make
to him.

Vou. L. 3 A Soon
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Soon after, we weighed, and with a light breeze at South

e Eaft, flood out to fea; and then Taoofa, and a few other

natives, that were in the thip, left us. On heaving up the
anchor, we found, that the cable had fuffered confiderably
by the rocks; fo that the bottom, in this road, is not to be
depended upon. Befides this, we experienced, that a pro-
digious fwell rolls in there from the South Weft.

We Lad not been long under fail, before we obferved a fail-
ing canoe coming from Tongaraboo, and entering the creek
before which we had anchored. Some hours after, a fmall
canoe, conduéted by four men, came off to us. For, as we
had but little wind, we were, ftill, at no great diftance from
the land. Thefe men told us, that the failing canoe, which
we had feen arrive from Tongataboo, had brought orders
to the people of Eooa, to furnifh us with a certain number

.of hogs; and that, in two days, the king, and other Chiefs,

would be with us. They, therefore, defired we would re-
turn to our former ftation. There was no reafon to doubt
the truth of what thefe men told us. Two of them had

actually come from Tongataboo, in the failing canoe; and.

they had no view in coming off to us, but to give this in-
telligence. However, as We Were now clear of the land, it
was not a fufficient inducement to bring me back; efpe-
cially as we had, already, on board, a ftock of freth provi-
fions, fufficienr, in all probability, to laft during our pafl-
fage to Otaheite, Befides Taoofa’s prefent, we had got a
good quantity of yams at Eooa, in exchange chiefly for
os was alfo confiderably in-

\ere; though, doubtlefs, we fhould have got many
more, if the Chicfs of Tongataboo had been with us, whofe
property they moftly were. At the appreach of night, thefe
IMen,

fmall nails. OQur fupply of hog
1
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men, finding that we would not return, left us; as alfo ‘Jﬁi:
fome others, who had come off in two canoes, with a few ‘\——2
cocoa-nuts, and fhaddocks, to exchange them for what

they could get; the eagernefs of thefe people to getinto

their pofleflion more of our commodities, inducing them to

follow the fhips out to fea, and to continue their intercourie

with us to the laft moment.

(48]
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