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An Idea of the German Women.

T has been aflerted, that men, in favage and barbarous pe=

riods, are carried to the fex merely from the incitement of
animal gratification, and that they feel not the power of beauty,
nor the pleafures which arife from love; and a multitude of
fadts have been produced from hiftory to confirm this theory.
It is concluded, of confequence, that, in fuch times, women are
in an abjec flate of fervility, from which they advance not till
the ages of property (1)

One would fancy it, notwithftanding, confiftent with reafon,
to imagine, that the fexes, in every period of fociety, are 1m-
portant to each other ; and that the member of a rude com-=
munity, as well as the polifhed citizen, is {u {ceptible of tendernefs
and fentiment. . He is a firanger, indeed, to the metaphyfic of
love, and to the fopperies of gallantry ; but his heart cannot
be infenfible to female attradtionss He cannot but be drawn by
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beauty 3 ;he muft know a preference in the obje@s of his affec-
tion ; and he muft feel and experience, in a certain degree, at
leaft, that bewitching intercourfe, and thofe delightful agitations,
which conflitute the greateft charm of cultivated life.

This opinion, I conceive, is ftrongly confirmed by the hiftory
of the Germanic ftates. Their general character, with particular
and obvious fad&s, illuftrate the importance and the confidera-
tion in which they held their women.

Even in the age of Caefar, the German tribes had conceived
and acknowledged the idea and exiftence of a public intereft,
and, in general, had fubmitted to a mode of government in
which the chiefs and the people had their departments as well
as the prince. They are deflcribed in a fimilar, but a more culti-
vated fituation, by Tacitus ; and the fpirit of liberty and inde-
pendence which animated their a&tions, was to produce that li-
mited and legal adminiftration which ftill gives diftin&ion and
dignity to the kingdoms cf Europe. Among fuch nations, ac-
cordingly, the women were neceffarily free, and fenfible only. of
the reftraints which arife from manners.

The ftate of {otiety, which precedes the knowledge of ‘an ex-
tenfive property and the meannefles which flow from refinement
and commerce, is in a high degree propitious to women. To
treat them with cruelty does not confift with the elevation of fen-

timent
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timent which then prevails.. Among the people; of whom I
fpeak, even the flave was expofed to no ftudied infult or oppref-
fion{2). Of the women, the warriour and the citizen confidered
himfelf as the friend and the proteGor; and their weaknefls on-
ly ferved to render the attachment to them the more lafting and

tender.

While courage and ftrength and feats of prowels gave glory
to the men, the women were judged of by a different ftandard,
They were ftudious to recommend themfelves by the perform-
ance of domeflic duties. They attended to the cares of the fa-

mily and the houfe ; and the mother found a long and a ferious
F) 3

occupation in the rearing of her children, who were not allowed
to approach the father in public till a certain age(3). To her
daughters (he endeavoured to give the accomplifhments which

might win to them the chiefs who were moft celebrated and

sowerful, To her fons fhe recited the exploits of their anceftors
¥

and formed them to valour.

Nor are thefe the only fources of the refpe& which was paid

to them. It has been often remarked, that, in every period of
fociety, the women are more difpoled to rapture and

devotion
than the men, and that their curiofity to pry into futurity is more
extravagant, The fuperflitious weaknefles, however, of the fex,
which, in refined times, are a fubject of ridicule, lead to reverence
and attention in a rude age. The Germanic armies feldom took

the
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the field without forcerefles; and thefe had an important fhare

5
in direting their operations (4). In private and civil affairs, their
authority was not lefs decifive. - On the foundation of the won=
der and aftonifhment excited by the knowledge arrogated by the
women, by the {kill they difplayed in divination, and, above all,
by the ceremony and the cruelty of the rites they prallifed, a
folid and permanent influence was eftablifhed (5). It was
thought, that they had fomething divine in their nature; and
the ‘names of many of them, who were worfhipped as divinities,

have come down in hiftory (6).

To attend to the qualities of plants, and to the curing of
wounds, was another branch of their occupation(7); and, in
times of war and depredation, it is difficult to conceive a cir-
cumftance which could recommend them more. Nor were they

inattentive to adorn their perfons, The linen; which made
the principal article of their drefs, was of their own manufac~

ture; and they bad a pride in intermixing it with purple(8).
They went frequently into the bath ; their hair flowed in ring-
lets; a part of their charms was indufirioufly difplayed; and,
in evidence of their beauty, there may be brought the teftimo-
ny. of the hiftorian, and the fong of the poeét (g).

In the more ferious. and important wars in which thefe na-
tions engaged, the chiefs and warriours feem conflantly to have
carried their wives and female relations along with them as an
incitement to their valour, Thefe objes of their affetion they

placed
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placed at a fmall diftance from the field of battle: And the
moft terrible calamity which could befal them, was their capti-
vity. By their importunity and wailing, it 15 recorded, that
armies, in the moment of fubmiffion, have been recovered ; and
the ftipulations of flates were never fo certainly fecured as when
fome virgins of rank were delivered among the hoftages (10).
In the blood of their women, it was conceived there was a
charm and a virtue ; and hence it proceeded, that, to their uncles
by the mother and to their fathers, children were the objeéts of
an equal affeGion and tendernefs (11).

But, what evinces their confideration beyond the poffibility of
a doubt, is the attention they beftowed on bufinefs and affairs,
They felt, as well as the noble and the warriour, the cares of the
community. They watched over its intereft, confidered its con=
nection with other fates, and thought of improving its policy,
and extending its dominion. They went to the public councils
or affernblies of their nations, heard the debates of the ftatefmen,
and were called upon to deliver their fentiments. And, what
is worthy of particular notice, this confequence in ative {cenes
they tranfmitted to their pofterity (12).

Such, in general, was the condition of women among our
anceftors, while they were yet in their woods; and fuch, I
fhould think, is in a great meafure their ftate in every country
of the globe in an age of fociety and manners, which knows not
the cares, the corruptions, and the diftinGions of property (13%
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