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5 BoilGioonT st L Ouec Nt T

Of Marriage and Modefty.

T is not to be denied, that, before the idea of a public is ac-
knowledged, and before men have fubmitted to the falutary
reftraint of law, the diforders of promifcuous love diffurh and
disfigure fociety (1). Yet, even in thefe wild and informal times,
there exift parties, who, clinging togethet from choice and ap-
petite, experience the happinefs of reciprocal attentions and
kindnefles; who, in the care of their offspring, find an anxious
and interefting employment, and a powerful fource of attach-
ment ; who, moved by love, by friendfhip, by parental affection
and habitude, never think of difcontinuing their commerce;
and who, in fine, look forward with forrow to the fatal moment

when death is to feparate them,

This cohabitation or alliance, attrating attention by its decen=
¢y, its pleafures, and its advantages, would grow into a cultom or
a fathion. For, what men approve, they will imitate, To this
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18 A VIEW OF SOCIETY

ufe, therefore, it {eems ' not unreafonable to refer the inflitution
of marriage; and thus, before it is known as a political conlider~
ation, it, in fome meafure, fubfifts in nature. As men increafe
in their numbers, they perceive the neceflity of attending to an
union, which is no lefs important to fociety than to the indivi-
dual, which has in view the fupport of the one, and the felicity
of the other. A ceremonial is invented which gives it authority
and duration. The ftate takes a fhare in the cares of the lover,
and prefcribes the forms that are to bind him to his miftrefs, Na-
ture, while fhe fits the fexes for each other, leaves it to polity or

law to regulate the mode of their conneétion.

The race of men who antiently inhabited Germany, are re-
prefented, as was formerly obferved, in the condition of nations;
and a legiflature, compofed of the prince, the nobles, and the
people, direéted their operations. This affembly, which gave a
fan&ion to military expeditions, and adjufted alliances and trea-
ties, managed alfo the objedts of internal concern. It extended
its jurifdi€tion over the women as well as over the other parts of

the community, and alcertained the ceremonial of marriage.

When the individual was called from the houfe of his father,
and invefted with arms; when he was advanced from being a
part of a private family to be a member of the republic, he had
the capacity of entering into contrals, and of fingling out the
objet of his affeQtions. The parties who had agreed to unite

their
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their interefts, having obtained the approbation of ‘their parents
and relations, made an interchange of gifts in'their prefence.
The lover gave his miflrefs a pair of oxen, a bridled horfe, a
thield, a fword, and a javelin; and fhe, in her turn, prefented him
with fome arms. It was thus they exprefled their attachment
to each other, and their willingnefs to difcharge mutually the
duties of the married ftate. 'This was their ftrongeft tie ; thefe

were their myfterious rites, thefe their conjugal deities (2).

Nor, let it be fancied that, in this ceremonial, there was any
thing humiliating tothe woman. It fuited exaly the condi-
tion of a rude fociety, and muft not be judged of by the ideas of
a refined age, 'The prefents, indeed, were expreflive of labour
and altivity ; but labour and aflivity were then no marks of
reproach ; and, in fa&, the joined oxen, the prepared horfe, the
prefented arms, inftead of indicating the inferiority of the bride,
denoted firongly her equality with her hufband, They admo-
nifhed her, that fhe was to be the partner and the companion of
his toils and his cares, and that, in peace and in war, fhe was to
{uftain the fame fatigues, and to bear a part in the fame enter~
prifes (3).

The fidelity of the married women among thefe nations, and
the conftancy and tendernefs of their attachment, exprefs alfo
their equality with the men and their importance(4). A firit
obfervance of the marriage-bed was required of them, The

Ca crime
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crime of adultery was rare’; and, in the feverity of its punifh=
ment, the refpect is to be traced which was paid to modefty. It
was immediate, and infli€ted by the hufband. He defpoiled the
culprit.of her hair and garments, expelled her from his houfe
before her aflembled relations, and whipped her through the
whole village (5).  Of the young women, the moft powerful re-
commendation was the referve and coynefs of their demeanour.
A violation of modefty was never pardoned. Nor youth, nor
beauty, could procure a hufband. Vice was not here fported
with ; and, te corrupt and to be corrupted, were not termed the
fafhion of times (6).

In the fimplicity of their manners, they found a prefervation

againft vice more effetual than the laws of cultivated ftates,

The gallantries of the young men began late ; their youth was,
therefore, inexhaufted. Thofe of the young women were not
eatlier. They mingled, when they were equal in age, in pro-
cerity, and firength, and had a progeny who exprefled their
vigour. Difgrace attended on celibacy; and the old were ho-
noured in proportion to the number and the merits of their de-
fcendants. A dread of pain and the care of beauty checked not
generation (7). The mother fuckled her own children (8); and,
in difcharging this tafk, anticipated the greatnels and. the felici-
ty the was to acquire and to experience from their virtues, and

in their gratitude (9).
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It was thus the chaftity of the women was guarded: It was
thus their importance was confirmed. No allurements of pu=
blic fhows and entertainments relaxed their virtue, and infinua-
ted into them the love of pleafure; no incitements of luxury in=
flamed their defires and expofed them to corruption; and what
the Romans feem to have confidered as particularly fatal, no ac=
quirements of knowledge and of letters difcovered to them the

arts which minifter to love (10).

In fome of their ftates or communities, the refpec of modelty
was {o great, that it was not lawful but to virgins to marry ;
who, without the hope or wifh of fecond nuptials, received one
hufband, as they had done one body and one life, and had no
thoughts or defires beyond him. It was their ambition and
pride, if they furvived the obje@s of their affection, to preferve,
unfullied, the honours of widowhood ; and, when the barbari-
ans had made fettlements in the provinces of Rome, when their
manners had refined, and the fex were, in fome meafure, eman-
cipated from this reftraint, the {pirit of the ufage continued to
operate. It angmented, as to the widow, the matrimonial {ym-
bols; a larger dower than ufual was neceflary to overcome her
reluctance to a fecond bed (11}; and, while it encouraged the -
king or the magiftrare to exac a greater fine from her on her
marriage (1 2), it entitled  her to a higher compenfation for in=-

juries (13).

Amidft
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Amidlt the modefty of fuch ufages and manners, we muft
not look for polygamy. It was unknown to thefe nations 3
though, it 18 to be allowed, that a few of the chiefs or more re-
nowned princes were furrounded with a number of wives (14).
This, however, was a matter of grandeur, not of appetite ; and
its fource is to be found in maxims of policy, in the ambition of
individuals, and in that of ftates. A prince, to fupport or ex-
tend his greatnefs, conneted himfelf with different families 3
and the deliberations of his tribe not unfrequently pointed out

to him the alliances he thould court (1 5).

To the degrees of confanguinity and blood, concerning which
nature has ditated fo little, and polity fo much, it is not to be
conceived that they paid a ferupulous attention in their mar-
riages (16). It is a fubje@ on which no infant-communities are
exalt, They attended to it when, having fallied from their
woods, they grew refined by time, obfervation, and experience,

CHAP-
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