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Arms,’ Gallantry, and Dewotion. - The origin of Kumghthood and
the Fudicial Combat, of Torncaments and Blazonry.: The Sour=
ces of Chivalry,

HEN the inhabitants of Germany fallied from their

woods, and made conquefls, the change of condition

they experienced produced a change in their manners; Nar=
row communities grew into extenfive kingdoms, and petty prin-
ces, and temporary leaders, were exalted into monarchs. -~ The i-
deas, however, they had formerly entertained, and the cuftoms
with which they had been familiar, were neither forgotten nor
neglected. The modes of thought and of a&ion which had been
difplayed in their original feats, advanced with them into the
territories of Rome, continued their operation and power in this
new f{ituation, and created that uniformity of appearance which
Europe every where exhibited. Their influence on the forms
of government and polity which arofe, was decifive and exten-
five ; and, it was not lefs efficacious and powerful on thofe in-
ferior circumftances which join to conflitute the fyftem of man-
1Ers,
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ners, and to produce the complexion and features that diftinguifh

ages and nations.

The inclination for war entertained by the Germanic flates,
the refpet and importance in which they held their women, and
the {entiments they had conceived of religion, did not forfake
them, when they had conguered. To excel in war was ftill their
rulipg ambition, and ufages were flill conneéted with arms. « To
the fex they flill looked with affection and courtefy. And their
theology was even to aperate in its {pirit, after its forms were
decayed, and after Chriftianity was eflablithed. Arms, gallan-
try, .and deyotion, were to act with uncommon force; and, to the
forelts of Germany, we muft trace thofe romantic inftitutions,
which filled Europe with renown, and with {plendour ; which,
mingling religion with war, and piety with love, raifed up fo
many warriours to contend for the palm of valour and the prize

of beauty.

The pafion for arms among the Germanic flates was carried
to extremity. - It was amidfl fcenes of death and peril that the
young were cducated : It was by valour and feats of prowefs
that the ambitious fignalized their manhood. All the honours
they knew were allotted to. the brave.The fword opened the
path to glory. It was in the field that the ingenuous and the
noble flattered moft. their, pride, and acquired. an afcendancys.
The firength  of their bodies, and the yigour of their counfels,,

{urrounded
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furrounded them 'with warriours, and lifted them to ‘com-

mand (1).

But, among thefe nations, 'when - the “individual ‘felt the call
of valoury and withed to try his ftrength againft an enemy; ' he
could not.of his own authority take the lance and the javelin,
The admiffion of their youth to the privilege of bearing‘arms,
was a matter of too much importance to be left to chance'or theis
own cheice. A form was invented by which they were advans

ced to that honour.

The council of the diftrit, or of the canton to which
the candidate belonged, was affembled. His age and his qua~-
lifications were inquired into; and, if he was deeméd wor-
thy of being admitted to the privileges of a foldier, a chief=
tain, his father, or one of his kindred, adorned him with the
fhield and the lance. In confequence of this folemnity, he pre-
pared to diftinguith himfelf; his mind opened to the cares of the
public; and the domeitic concerns, or the offices 6f the family
from which he had {prung, were no longer the obje&s of his at-

tention (2).

To this ceremony, fo fimple and fo interefting, the inftitution
of knigbthood is indebted for its rife, ~The adorning the indivi-
dual with arms, continued for ages 'to' charatterife his’ 2dvances
ment to this dignity, And this rite was performed to him by
his fovereign, his lord, or fome approved warriour In confor-

mity,
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mity, allo, to the:manners which produced this inftitution, it is
to be obferved, that even the fons of a king prefumed not to ap-
proach his perfon before their admiffion to its privileges; and
the nobility kept their defcendants at an equal diftance. It was
the road, as of old, to diftin@ion and honour. Without the ad-
vancement to it, the moft illufirious birth gave no title to perfo-

nal rank (3)-

Their appetite for war, and their predatory life, taught the
Germans to fancy that the gods were on the fide of the valiant.
Force appeared to them to be juftice, and weaknels to be
crime{4):- When they would divine the fate of an important
wary they felefted a captive of the nation with whom they were
at variance, and oppoled to him a warriour out of 'their own
numbers  To each champion they prefented the arms of his
country ; ‘and, according as the victory fell tw the one or the o=
ther, they prognofticated their triumph or defeat, Religion in=
terfered with arms and with valour; and the party who prevailed,
could plead in his favour. the interpolition of the deity.  When
an individual was called before the magiftrate, and charged with
an offence, if the evidence was not clear, he might challenge his
acculers. The judge ordered them to prepare for batile, made a

fignal for the onfet; and gave his award tor the vidor (5)

Nor was it only when his intereft and property were at ftake,
that’'the German had recourfe to his'{fword.. He could bear no
ftain

f
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ftain on his perfonal chara&er. To treat him with indignity or
difdain, ‘was to offend" him mortally. = An affront of this kind
covered him with infamy, if he forgave it (6). The blood of his
adverfary could alone wipe it away ; and he called upon him to
vindicate his charge, or to perifh.

In thefe proceedings, we perceive the fource of the judicial
combat, which fpread {o univerfally over Furope, and which is
not only to be confidered as a precaution of civil polity, but as
an inftitution of honour (7).

Thefe nations, {o enamoured of valour, and fo devoted to
arms, courted dangers even in paltime, and {ported with blood,

They had fhows or entertainments, in which the points of the
lance and the {fword urged the young and the valiant to feats of a
defperate agility and boldnefs ; and in which they learned to con-
firm the vigour of their minds, and the force of their bodies,
Perfeverance gave them expertnefs, expertnels grace, ‘and the
applaufe of the furrounding multitude was the envied recom-
penfe of their audacious temerity (8).

Thefe violent and military exércifes followed them into the
countries they fubdued, and gave a beginning to the joufs and
forncaments, which were celebrated with fo unbounded a rage,
which the civil power was fo often to forbid, and the church o

G loudly
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loudly to condemn ; and which, rehfting alike the force of re-
ligion and law, were to yield only to the progrels of civility and

knowledge ().

Unacquainted with any profeffion but that of war, difpofed to
it by habit, and impelled to it by ambition, the German never
parted with his arms. They accompanied him to the fenate-
houle, as wellas to the camp, and he tranfacted not without them
any matter of public or of private concern (10). 'They were the
friends of his manhood, when he rejoiced in his firength, and
they attended him in his age, when he wept over his weaknefs.
Of thefe, the moft memorable was the fhield.” To leave it be-
hind him in battle, was to incur an extremity of difgrace, which
deprived him of the benefit of his religion, and of his rank as a
citizen (r1). It was the employment of his leifure to make it
confpicuous. He was fedulous to diverfify it with cha/en colours;
and, what is worthy of particular remark, the ornaments he be-
flowed, were in time to produce the art of blazonry and the oc-
cupation of the herald. Thefe chofen colours were to be ex-
changed into reprefentations of aéts of heroifm. Coats of arms
were to be neceflary to diftinguith from each other, warriours
who were cafed compleatly from head to foot (12). Chriftiani-
ty introduced the fign of the crofs; wildom and folly were to
multiply devices; and {peculative and political men, to flatter the
vanity of the rich and great, were to reduceto regulation and
{yftem what had begun without rule or art.

It
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It is thus I would account: for knighthood, and the 511511*
combat, for torneaments and blazonry ; infiitutions which were
to operate with an influence not lefs important than extenflive,
And, in the fame diftant antiquity, we meet the fource of that
gallantry and devotion, which were to mount them to fo wild a

height.

To the women, while he was yet in his woods, the German
behaved with refpect and obfervance. He was careful to deferve
their approbation; and they kept alive in his mind. the fire of
liberty, and the fenfe of honour. By example, as well as exhor-
tation, they encouraged his elevation of fentiment and his valour.
When the Teutones were defeated by Marius, their women fent
a deputation to that commander, to require that their chaftity
might be exempted from violation, and that they might not be
degraded to the condition of flaves. He refuled their requeft;
and, on approaching their encampment, he learncd, that they
had firft ftabbed their infants, and had then turned their daggers
againft themfelves (13). To fome German women taken in war,
Caracalla having offered the alternative of being fold or put to
the fword, they unanimoully made choice of death. He ordered
them, notwithftanding, to be led out to the market. The difgrace
was infupportable; and, in this extremity, they knew how to
preferve their liberty, and to die (14). It was amidft this fierce-
nefs and independency, that gallantry and the point of honour
grew and profpered, . It was the reproach of thefe women, which,

G2 on
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on the banks of the Rhine and the Danube, filled the coward
with the bitterelt forrow, and flained him with the moft indelible
infamy. - It was their praife which communicated to the brave
the livelieft joy and the moft lafting reputation. A, fays Taci-
tus; cuique jandtiffimi tefles, bi maximi laudatores (r5)

Thefe notions did not ‘perith when the Germans had made
conquefts. The change of air, and of fituation, did not enfecble
this fpirit. The women were full the judges of perfonal merit ;
and, to fome diftinguifhed female, did the valorous knight afcribe
the ‘glory ‘of his atchievements. Her fmile and approbation, he
confidered as the moft precious recompenfe ; and, to obtain
them, he plunged into dangers, and covered himfelf with duft
and with blood. 4h ! fi ma Dame me woyoit ! exclaimed the
knight when performing a feat of valour (16).

Nor were arms and the attachment to women the only fea-
tures of importance in the characer of the German. Religion,
which, in every age and in every mation, gives rife to fo many
cuftoms, mingled itfelf in all his tranfaions. He adored an in-
vifible being, to whom he afcribed infinite knowledge, juftice, and
power (17). To profit by his knowledge, he applied to divina-
tion (18); to draw advantage from his juftice, he made appeals
to his judgment (19); and to acquire, in fome degree, his. power,
he had recourfe to incantation and magic (20). The clements
and the vifible parts of nature, he conceived, at the fame time;

o
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to be the refidence of fubordinate divinities, who, though the
inftruments only of the agency of the fupreme intelligence, had
a great {uperiority over men, and were entitled to their attention
and reverence (21). Every tree and every fountain had its ge-
nius ; the air, the woods, the water, had their {pirits. When he
made a ftep, or looked around him, he felt an impulle of awe
and of devotion. His anxiety, his amazement, his curiofity,
his hope, and his terror, were every moment excited. The molt
ample fcope was afforded by this theology for the marvellous,
Every thing, common as well as fingular, was imputed to fuper-
natural agents. FElves, fairies, {prights, magicians, dwarfs, in-
chanters, and giants, arofe (22). But, while the leffer divinities
of thefe nations attracted notice, it was to the fupreme intelligence,
that the moft fincere and the moft flattering worlhip was direGed;
and this god, am id{t the general cares which-employed him, found
leifure to attend more particularly to war, and valued his votary
in proportion to his courage. Thus religion and love came
to inflame, and not to foften the ferocity of the German. His
{word gained to him the affeclion of his miftrefs, and conciliated
the favour of his deity. The laft was even fond of obeying the
call of the valiant ; he appeared to them in battle, and fought
by their fide (23). Devation, of confequence, was not lefs me-
ritorious than love or than valour (24). Chriftianity did not a-
bolith this ufage. It defcended to the middle ages. And, to love

God and the ladies, was the firlt leffon of chivalry (25):

Buat,
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But, though arms, gallantry, and devotion, produced the in-
fiitutions of chivalry, and formed its.manners; it is not to be
Pl

fancied, that they operated thefe effe@s in'a moment'; ‘and that,
immediately onthe {eutlements of the barbarians, this fabric was
¢reCted. The conquerors of Rome continued to feel and to prac-
tife in its provinces, the inflin&s, the paflions, and the ufages
to which they had been accuftomed in their original feats. They
were to be acive and firenuous, without perceiving the lengths
to which they would be carried. They were to build, without
knowing it, a moft magnificent flructure. * Out of the impulfe
of their paflions, the inflitutions of ehivalry were 'gradually to
form themfelves. The paflion for arms, the {pirit of gallantry,
and of devotion, which fo many writers pronounce to be the
genuine offspring of thefe wild affetations, were in fa& their
{ource ; and it happened, by a natural confequence, that, for a
time, the ceremonies and the ufages produced by them, encou-
raged their importance, and added to their ftrength, The fteps
which marked their progrefs, ferved to fofter their {pirit; and,
to the manners of ages, which we too often defpife as rude and
jgnoble, not to political refletion or legiflative wifdom, is that
fyftem to be aferibed, which was to aé fo long and fo powerful-
ly in fociety, and to produce infinite advantage and infinite cala-
mity.

It is to thofe only who apply to rude focieties the ideas of a
cultivated aera, that the inftitutions of chivalry feem the produc=

tion
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ticn of an enlightened policy. They remember not the inexpe-
rience of dark ages, and the attachment of nations to their an-
tient ufages. They confider not, that if an individual, in fuch
times, were to arife of a capacity to frame fchemes of legiflation
and government, he could not reduce them to execution, He
could not mould the conceptions of flates to correfpond to his
own. It is from no pre-conceived plan, but from circumfiances
which exift in real life and affairs, that legiflators and politicians
acquire an afcendency among men. It was the aQual condition
of their times, not projects fuggefted by philofopby and fpecula-
tion, that direted the conduct of Lycurgus and Solon.
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