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ChablscA R AT B CR V.

The Military Arrangements which prevailed in the
Declenfion of Fiefs and Chivalry. The Intro-
duction of ftanding Armies.

Of Mercenaries.  The Evils which refult from them. The Rife

of Taxations.

F I \H E mercenaries, which were made neccffar}r by the

diforders of fiefs and chivalry, were to lead to misfor-

tune and mifery. They were fcarcely known, when the prin-
ces of Europe invented the art of extorting the wealth of their
fubjes, and of employing it to opprefs them. While the lands
dealt out by the crown created an effe@ual army, foldiers gave
their {ervice for their poffeflions. But, when the inconvenien-
cies and the defets of this fyflem had produced mercenaries,
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the prince had no pofleffions to beftow. His domains had gone
away from him in prodigalitics and donations. It was yet in-
cumbent on him to maintain his troops. Money was abfolutely
indifpenfable to him, and he was to find out meafures to procure
it. Thefe meafures are interefting in themfelves, and ftill more
{o in their confequences. They gave rife to taxations in Eu-

rope.

The vaflals of the crown by knight-fervice were obliged to
perfonal attendance in wars ; but, confidering it as a burden,
were difpofed to compound for it. This was alfo the cafe with
the inferior tenants. They were no lefs inclined to contribute
their proportions to their lords, than thefe were to fatisfy their
prince. 'To the prince, the money of his vaflals was of more
advantage than their fervice; but agreements with each were
fatiguing and endlefs ; and his mercenaries were clamorous and

impatient.

An expedient prefented itfelf, which, to all parties, gave the
promife of eafe and fatisfattion. The prince, inftead of the fer-
vice that was due, and, inftead of contracting with every tenant
who held from him, aflefled a moderate fum on every knight’s
fee throughout the kingdom (1). It was juft that his tenants
fhould give a fine for their attendance ; and what they furnithed
was to go to his mercenaries.
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The prerogative thus begun, was pregnant with misfortunes
to fubjefts, and with advantages to princes, which were forefeen
neither by the former, nor the latter. What, at firft, was a
matter of expediency, and an expreflion of the confidence of the
people, and of the difcretion of the fovereign, grew into a moft
formidable taxation (2). It was to be exerted with no modera-
tion or decency. In the delirium of their greatnefs, the princes
of Europe were to fancy, that, in extrating money from their
{ubje&s, they ought to know no rule but their ambition, their
wants, and their caprice.

In a conformity with the affeflment on the eftates fubje& to
knight-fervice, a tax was to be demanded from the poffeflors of
land holden in frankalmoigne and in foccage (3). And I have

already obferved, that the tenants by efcwage paid a ftipulated

fine for their fees. All the territory of a kingdom was thus to
contribute to the neceflities of princes, and the greateft propor-

tion of it was to be aQually expofed to their ravages.

Their rapacity was not yet to be fatisfied. The cravings of
ambition, and the prodigalities of mercenaries, demanded fome-
thing more. During the fortunate times of the feudal affocia-
tion, it had been common for the inhabitants of the cities and
towns within the demefnes of the fovereign, and within thole of
the nobility, to exprefs, refpe@ively, by prefents, their fubmil-
fion, fatisfadtion, and gratitude. In more unhappy times, thefe
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gifts, thefe fruits of gencrofity, were demanded as a right. Thefe
prefents, the expreflions of happinefs, grew into tallages and
exaltions, and were to denote mifery and wretchednefs, The
prince, with an unblufhing audacity, levied grants at his will
from his cities and towns; and his example was followed by
the nobles within the cities and towns within their territories,
Hence the moft deftruétive and the moft calamitous of all the

oppreflions of the middle times (4).

Meafures, fo hoftile to the free fpirit of the Gothic govern-
ments, infringements of property fo audacious, were every where
to excite and to inflame the paflions of the people. The princes
of Europe were to contend for power, and their {fubjeéts for li-
berty. ' Struggles, the moft critical and the moft ferious, were
fuftained ; and the progrefs of thefe, and the refpective fuccels
of the parties in the different kingdoms of Europe, were to al-

ter its governments to the forms they maintain at this hour.

In France, and in other countries, the command of the mer-
eenaries, and the power of taxation, were finally to prevail. In
England, the frantic weaknefles of King John, and the union
of the nobles and the people, were to renovate the Gothic liber-
ty, and to fet limits to princes. While, in Rates lefs fortunate,
the kingly aut‘mnrit}' was (o grow into dci’pmiﬁn, and to debafe
the genius of men, while taxes, and tallages, and exactions, were

to be demanded in wantonnels and caprice, and a cruel tyranny
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to diffufe oppreflion and gricvance, the magna charia was to -

command, that no prince of England {hould prefume to levy a-
ny tax, tallage, or exation, without the confent of the parlia-
ment (5) ; and that, while the land of the kingdom was to be free
from his rapacioufnefs, he fhould not dare to harrafs its cities or
towns, but that they fhould return to the pofleflion and enjoy=
ment of their antient liberties (6},

The diforders of the feudal militia produced mercenaries, and
the ufe of mercenaries gave birth to taxations, Taxations were
begun to be levied, in all the flates of Europe, at the will of the
prince. This occafioned contentions between fovercigns and
their fubjets. The vi@ory of the kingly authority over the li-
berty of the people, continued in many princes the power of
taxation ; and this power, and the command of mercenaries, are
the completion of defpotifm. In England, the prerogative of
taxation which the prince had aflumed, was wrelled from him

by the great charter of liberties. He was to command his mer-

cenaries 3 but he was to depend for their fupport and their pay
on the generofity of his people.
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