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8 Bl NT e QoaeN. IV,

(1) ¢ UCES ex virtute fumunt. . . . Duces exemplo

D ¢ potius quam imperio, fi prompti, fi confpicuis:
¢ Si ante aciem, agant, admiratione praefunt.” Tacit. de Mor.
Germ. ¢. 7. * Ubi quis ex principibus in concilio fe dixit ducem
¢ fore, ut qui fequi velint profiteantur; confurgunt ii qui et cau-
¢ fam et hominem probant, fuumque auxilium pollicentur, atque
¢ ab multitudine collaudantur.” Cacfar, de Bell, Gall. hb. 6.
C 22

(2) ¢ Nihil autem neque publicae neque privatae rei, nifi ar-
¢ mati agunt. Sed arma fumere non ante cuiquam moris, quam
¢ civitas fuffeCturum probaverit. Tum in ipfo confilio vel prin-
¢ cipum aliquis, vel pater, vel propinquus lcuto frameaque juve-

¢ nem ornant.” Zucit. ae Mor. Germ, ¢. 13,

¢ Thefe military youths,” fays Caomden, * were called in their

¢ language Knechts, as they are in ours.” Intred. to the Britannia,

2+ 245.
(3)
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(3) ¢ Patri Regi Rex Ludovicus Ingelheim occurrit; indeque
* Renefburg cum eo abiit, ibique enfe jam appetens adolefcentiae
¢ teuipora, accinctus eff. Vit Lud. Pty an. 791. Of King A-
thelitane there is this mention in Malmsbury, ¢ Nam et avus
¢ Alfredus profperum ei regnum imprecatus fuerat, videns et
¢ gratiole complexus f{peciei {pectatae puerum, et gefiuum cle-

¢ gantium : Quem etiam premature militem  fecerat. donatum

¢ chlamyde coccinea, gemmato baltheo, enfé Saxomnico, euwm wagina

aurea.’ Lib. 2. ¢ Henrico nepoti fuo David Rex Scotorum w:-

¢ rilia tradidit arma.  Hen. Huntingdon, hib. 8. See Du Cange,
voc. drma,

Other particulars, expreflive of the antiquity of knighthood,
fnay be feen in the Differtations on the hiftory of St. Louis,
And, with regard to our Saxon anceflors in particulars Mr Sel-
den has found frequent mention of knights in the charters of
that age. Tatles of honour, part 2, ch. 5. Mr Hume, there-
fore, reafons hypothetically, when he admits not of chivalry in

the Anglo-Saxon times. Adppendix, 11.

The addition Sir to the names of knights, was in ufe be-
fore the age of Edward I, and is from Sire, which in old
French fignifies feigmienr, or lord. Though applicable to all
knights, it ferved properly to diftinguifh thofe of the order who
were not barons. To knights-baronet, who are a modern infti-
tution, and no part of the auntient chivalry, the addition Sir is
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granted by a claufe “in" their patents‘of ‘creation. ' Afbmole on
the Gartery ¢hix, | '

The moft honourable method " of réceiving knighthood ’ was
from the fovereign. But every pofleflor’ of 'a “Ref could beftow
it ; and one knight could create another. * Eorum,” fays Spe/-
man; & fuit militem facere rquorum | fuit! feodumadaré.” v Differe,
deimuirte, ap) Relig. p. 180, ¢ Tout chevalier, fays St Paluye, < a=
“voit le'droit de faire chevaliers.) «Memoires' furPancicune che=
valerie, tom. 1. p. 70. A king could receive it> from:the hands
of a private gentleman.

Its/value may be remarked in the following péculiarity. ¢ Sci-
“tis;’ faid a Lombard king to his courtiers, ¢non cffe apud nds
“confuetudinem; wt regis filius cum patre prandeat, nifi privga
Sregeigentis exterae arma fufceperit’ |\Paul. ' Diaci lib. 1. 'ap.
Honoré de Sainte Marie, differt. fur lachevalerie, o1 825 Libe-
¢ ros fuos,’ faid Cagfar of the Gauls, ®nifi quum adoleverint, ut
§ munys militige fuftinere poflint, palam ad. fe adire. non -patiun-
“tur; filiumque in puerili actate in, publico i confpectupatris
¢ affifiere, turpe ducunt.” De Bell. Gall. kb, 6. ¢. 18.

¢ Dans les. premiers.temps,” fays St Palaye, ¢ la.plus illufire

¢ naiflance, ne donnoit aux nobles aucun rang perfonnel, a moins
fquils 'y euflent- ajote le futre ou le grade de chevalier.
¢ Julqu’ alors on. ne les confideroit point comme  memibres de
¢ Petat,
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¢ Petaty puifqu’ ils n’en etoient point encote les foutiens et les
¢ defenfeurs : Les Ecuyers appartenoient a la maifin du maitee
¢ qu’ ils {fervoient en cette qualité; ceux qui ne l’etoient pas en-
¢ corey n’ appartenoient gu’ d la mere de famille dont ils avoient

¢ recu la naiflance et la premiere education.” ZTows 1. p. 298.

Tacitns, having deferibed the ceremony of invelting the Ger-
man with arms, adds, ¢ Haec apud illos toga, hic primus juventae
1

honos, ante 'hoc! domus pars videntur, mox. refpublicae) 1 De

Mor. Germ. ¢, 13.

This tendency and concurrence of circumftances is firiking ;
and to thefe inftitutions we may trace the contempt with which
the rights of minors, both of high and low condition, were treat-
ed, in the middle ages. To be in minerity was to be nothing.
Before his majority, or the inveftiture of arms, the individual did

not feem a citizen or a fubjeét.

(4) ¢ Virtutem proprium hominis bonum: Deos fortioribus
© adefle.” Tacit, Hift. lib. 4. c. §57.

(5) ¢ Eft et alia obfervatio anfpiciorum, qua gravium bellorum
¢ eventus explorant. Ejus gentis, cum qua bellum eft, -captivum
¢ quoquo modo interceptum, cum eleto popularium fuorum,
' patriis quemque armis committunt, Victoria hujus vel illius
< pro praejudicio accipitur.,” Zacit, de Mor, Germ. ¢. 10,

An
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“An inftarice of the duel is deferibed in Livy, Bib, 28, ¢ 21.
And the prevalence of this mode of trial is mentioned by Fater-
culus, Ith. 2. ¢. 118, It was by fingle combat that the Celtic
and Gothic nations decided the f{ucceffion to offices, when the
candidates were numerous and of equal merit. This was lea=
ving it to the Deity to determine their pretenfions. It was in
this manner, that, among the Gauls, the place of the fovereign
Druid was fupplied, in cafes of doubt. ¢ His autem omnibus
¢ Druidibus praceft unus, qui fummam inter eos habet an&torita-
“tem. Hoc mortuo, fi quis ex reliquis excellit dignitate, fuc=-
¢ cedit. At fi funt plures pares fuffragio Druidum adlegitur:

¢ Nonnunquam etiam de principatu armus contendunt,’ Cagfar,
de Bell. Gall. lib, 6. ¢. iz2.

This form of deciding controverfies and difputes, continued
to prevail after the conquefts of the barbaric nations; is to be

feen every where in their laws; and became an important ar-
ticle in the jurifprudence of the middle times. The following
ordinances illufirate its ufe and purpofes.

¢ Qui terram {fuam occupatam ab altero dixerit, adhibitis ido-
¢ neis teftibus, probat eam fuam fuiffe : Si oecupator contradixe-
* rity campo dijudicetur,” LL, Saxonum, tit. 15.

¢ 8i quis Adalingum occiderit DC. fol. componat. Qui libe-
rum occiderit, CC, fol, componat. Et de utroque fi negaverit,.

cum
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“eum Xii juret; aut in campum exeaty utrum' ille voluerit, ad

¢ quem caufa pertinet.” LZL. Angls et Werinor. tite 1.

* Quj domum alterius nofu incenderit, damnum triplo farciaty
‘et in fredo folid, Ix: aut fi negat, cum uadecim juret, aut cam-
¢ padecernat.’ - Jhidi tit. 8.

“ Staut calumniator, autille cui calumnia irrogata‘eft, fe fo-
¢ lum ad facramenti mylterium  perficiendum protulerit, et dixe-
“rit: Ego folus jurare volo, ‘tu fi audes nega facramentum me-=
¢ um, et armis mecum contende. Faciant etiam illud, fi'hoc eis ita
¢ placuerit ; juret unus, et alius neget, etin campum exeant.

LL. Frifion. tit, 11. 1. 3.

¢ Si mulier in morte mariti fui confiliata fuerit per fe, aut per
¢ fuppofitam perfonam, «fit in poteftate. mariti {ui’ de ea facere
¢ quod voluerit : Similiter et de rebus ipfius mulieris, - Et {i illa
¢ negaverit, liceat parentibus eam purgare aut per facramentun,
“ aut per pugnam, id efty per campionem.” LL. Lonzobard., lib. 1.
tit, 3. 1. 6.

Even' from rude times, it is obférvable, that this trial took
place at the command of “the magiftrate.  And; it is probable,
that it was in a good meafure at his difcretion, whether it took
effect.  If the truth was to be’inveftigated by witnefles, fo that
complete evidence appeared, and therc was no room for doubt,

M m the
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the battle might be avoided, It was, however, much to the tafte
of martial times, The barbarians, alfo, believed firmly that pro-
vidence aQually interfered in their affairs. And this abfurdity
was encouraged by the Chriftian clergy, who, like the prieits of
all religions, found an intereft in deceiving the wulgar.

(6) The word midering or miderniz, was a term of difhonour
among the Normans and Danes ; and, it is told by the hiftorians
of William Rufus, that, on an occafion which required the
{peedy aid of his wvaflals, including in his fummons, that thole
of them who negleéted to repair to him fhould be accounted

mdering, his flandard was immediately crouded. Du Cange,
voc. Nidering.

To apply to a perfon the term arga among the Longobards,.
was to fay, that he was a coward and a worthlefs fellow; and
this offence to his honour could not be pardoned. If the accufer
perfifted in the aflertion, the combat took place ; and, if he con-

fefed his crime, he was fubjetted to a fine. ZL. Longobard:
T e

Of arga, it is remarkable, that, in its original and proper fig-
nification, it meant a perfon who permitted the infidelities of his
wife. ¢ Proprie argais dicitur,” fays Du Canye, ¢ cujus uxor moe=
¢ chatur, et ille tacet.” Gl wol. 1. p. 319.  Spebm. p. 40. A
perfon of this kind was infamous in the extreme, and generally.

of
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of the wileft condition, The word cuenrbita had alfo this fenfe;
and hence the French conconrd, and our cuckeld. Each of thefe
terms, accordingly, in its enlarged acceptation, came naturally e-
nough to fignify a mean, cowardly, and fupid fellow. To have
a caput cucurbitinum, was to be a block-bead. And, from the
confufion of the proper fenfe of cucurbita, and its enlarged one,
the infamy feems to have arifen which, to this hour, conftantly
attends even an mvoluntary cuckold, It is thus, that even words

Operate upon manncrs,

The point of honour in Sweden, in early times, is well illu-
ftrated by the following law, which I give in the words of
Stiernbook, whole book is not commonly to be met with.

¢ Si dicat vir viro probrofum verbum : Non es vir viri compar,

¢ aut virili pectore: Ego vero fum vir [inquit alter] qualis tu. Hi
¢ in trivio conveniunto. Si comparet provocans, nec provocatus
¢ talis efto [provocatus] fequior ut ditus fuit, ut qui nec pro fe-
¢ mina nec viro facramentalis effe queat, inteftabilis : Si vero com=
¢ paret provocatus, nec provocans, quam vehementifime trino
* immani clamore exclamet, et fignum in terra radat, et fit vir
¢ ille [provocans] eo deterior, quod verba locutus eft, quae prae-
¢ ftare non aufus fit. Si jam uterque comparent, juftis inftruéti
¢ armis, et cadat provocatus, dimidio mul@ae pretio [caedes]
¢ expiator, Si vero provocans cadit, imputet temeritati, Capi=
Mma2 ¢ talis
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¢ talis ei linguae fuae petulantia, jaceat in campo inexpiatus.’
De Jure Sueonum et Gothorum vetuflo, lib. 1. ¢, 6.

Among the antient Germans, in the age of Tacitus, the point
of honour was carried fo high, that a gamefter having rifk-
ed and loft his liberty and perfon on the laft throw, fubmitted to
voluntary fervitude, allowing hiwfelf, though ftronger and
younger than his antagonift, to be bound and fold by him.
“ Eaeft in re prava pervicacia; ipfi fidem vocant. Tacit. de
Mor. Germ. ¢. 24. The other words of the paflage are: ¢ Ale-
¢am quod mirere, fobrii inter feria exercent, tanta lucrandi
¢ perdendive temeritate, ut cum omnia defecerunt, extremo ac
¢ noviflimo jactu, de libertate et de corpore contendant. Victus

¢ voluntariam fervitutem adit : quamvis junior, quamvis robuf-

¢ tior, alligare fe ac venire patitur.’

It is not foreign to the purpofes of this work, to remark, that
the paffion for play followed the conquefts of the barbarians;
that many ordinances were made to fupprefs it ; and that, to this
hour, it is a pant of bonour to extinguith game-debts. There
is fomething interefting in this fubjeft, and I cannot leave it
without ftarting a conjeCture.

The idea of borrowing under an obligation of repayment,
was too cultivated for the German gamefter. When he had loft

every
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every thing ¥, he therefore flaked his liberty and his perfon.
Having left his woods, he improved upon this ufage ; and, in-
ftead of endangering his perfon, gave a pledge as a lecurity that
he would pay his lofs. ¢ Wadia dabat.’ Lindenbrog. Gloff. woc.
Wadium. The ufage was not loft. °En 1368," fays a French
hiftorian, ¢ le Duc de Bourgogne ayant perdu foixante francs 4 la
¢ paume contre le Duc de Bourbon, Meffire Guillaume de Lyon
¢ et Meflire Guy de la Trimouille, leur lazffa, faute d’argent, Ja
¢ ceinture : Laquelle il donna encore depuis en gage au Comte
¢ d’ Eu pour quatre vingt francs par lui perdu au meme jeu.’

Le Laboureury ap. Saint Foix, tom. 1, p, 343,

The cuftom of pledges introduced by gaming, grew commeon
in other tranfa&ions, and in debts of every kind, From move-
ables; which were the ficft pledges, a tranfition was foon made
to land, Hence the mortunm-vadium T, the pawn of land, or

the

* Tt does not appear what the German ufually played for. It might be, fome-
t.I:FIL:'-i, the coins of the Romans. ¢ _'I.im L+ i l'lf‘!{:l]."l;:llﬁ} ;il.'l_'ill',-rc docuimus,’ Tacit.
de Mor. Germ. e, 15, His chains and ornaments, utenfils and furs, were probably

his common [kakes.

+ ¢ Itis called a dead-pape,’ fays Cowel 5 € becanfe, whatfoever profit it yieldeth, yet
it redeemeth not itfelf by yielding fuch profit, except the whole {um borrowed be
¢ 1 th not If by yielding profic pt tl | i !

* likewife paid at the day.  The Tuferprerer, vope Morigage,
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the mortgage ; and hence alfo the legal doftrine of diffreffes *.
Such a mixture is there of whim and accident in the greater as
well as the minuter precautions of civil polity !

(7) The forms of trial in the duel at common law, and in the
duel for points of honour, were diftin®. This fubje& will be
treated in the fequel.

(8) ¢ Genus fpetaculorum unum atque in omni caetu idem.
“ Nudi juvenes, quibus id ludicrum eft, inter gladios fe atque in-
¢ feftas frameas faltu jaciunt. Exercitatio artem paravit, ars de-

“corem. Non in quaeflum tamen aut mercedem. Quamvis
¢ audacis lafciviae pretiom eft, voluptas fpeGantium.” Tactt. de
Mor. Germ. c. 24.

There is a remarkable paffage in Procopius with regard to
King Zotilas, from which we may learn the dexterity which was
exhibited in fuch military fports.

¢ Iple

® ¢ Namium et namus] Captio, a Sax, naman, al. nyman capere. Voces prifci

fori, haec apud Scotos, illa apud Anglos veteres ufitatior : Res, bona, animalia,
¢ quae per diffricfionem capiuntur fignificantes: Hoc eft, ea quae a pofleflore anfe-
¢ runtur, legitiméque retinentur, mul&tae vel pignerir nomine, quoufque id fecerit
¢ vel praeftiterit, quod non fine injuria recufaverit’ Spefw. Glgfi See farther she
other Gloflaries; and Colbe on Littleton,
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¢ Ipfe equo eximio ve@us, inter geminas acies armorum lu-
¢ dum fcite ludebat. Eguum enim circumagens ac reflectens u-

¢ troque verfum, orbes orbibus impediebat. Sic equitans, haftam

¢ in auras jaculabatur, eamque, cum tremula relaberetur, aripie-

¢ bat mediam, et ex altera manu in alteram facpe trajiciens, ac
¢ dextere mutans, operam huic arti feliciter navatam oftendebat :
¢ refupinabat fefe, et flexu multiplici nunc hue nune illuc ita in-
¢ clinabat, ut appareret diligenter ipflum a pueritia didiciffe fal-

¢tare.” Libs 4.6 31,

Thefe ideas make a figure even in the paradife of the Gothic
nations, * Tell me,’ fays Gangler in the Edda, ¢ How do the
¢ heroes divert them{elves when they are notdrinking * ¢ Every
¢ day,’ replies far, ¢ as foon as they have drefled themielves, they
¢ take their arms ; and, entering the lifts, fight till they cut one
¢ another in pieces : This is their diverfion. But, no {ooner does
¢ the hour of repaft approach, than they remount their fteeds all
¢ fafe and found, and return to drink in the palace of Qdin The
Edda, or antient Icelandic or Runic mythology, ap. Nortbern An=
tiquities, vol. 2. p. 108, See allo Keyfler, dntig. Select, Sep-
tentr. et Celt. P 127,

(g9) In the books of the middle times, torneaments are called
Iudi militares, militaria exercitia, et imagmartae bellorum profufi-
ones. A writer in Du Cange fays, ¢ Torneamenta, dicunt quae-
¢ dam pundinae, vel feriae, in quibus milites ex edi€to convenire

¢ folent,
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¢ folent, et ad oftenfionem virium fuarum et audaciae temere
¢ congregari, vel congredi” Gloff. voc. Torncamentum.

Thefe exercifes were the great fchools of difcipline and war.
Their high antiquity on the continent may be feen in the differ-
tations on the hiftory of St Louis. And, there is mention of
them in England in the days of King Edgar, and at a more an-
tient period.  Selden, duello, ch. 3. Mr Madox was therefore in
a great miflake, when he afcribed the rife of the fpirit of tor-
neying to the holy wars. Bar. dngl. p. 281.

The frequent accidents which neceflarily happened in the ex=
ercife of thele reprefentations of war, through the impetuofity
of valour, and the extravagance of heroifm; the fulminations of the
church j and, above all, the jealoufly of princes which was exci-
ted by armed nobles and their retainers, gave them powerful
checks. They continued, notwithftanding, to be long in fathion.
In England, they were prattifed in the reign of Queen Eliza-
beth ; and their total difappearance was preceded, under the el-
der James and his fon Charles, by a gentle method of them,

termed caronfals.

Torneaments originally were celebrated by all warriours at their

pleafure. In after times, the {overeign, as the head of chivalry
and arms, claimed their dire@ion, and ilued out his.licenfes and
prohibitions. Richard 1. by the quowl-ng patent to Hubett,

Arche
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Archbifhop of Canterbury, gave licenfe for lifls or torneaments

in five places within the kingdom.

¢ Sciatis nos conceflifle, quod torneamenta {int in Anglia in

-

quinque placeis, inter Sarum et Wilton, inter Warwick et Ke-

-

ﬁf.?_:;"wm‘fi', inter Stamford et :;f“g'.!r;.;';"ér'c.’; inter Brakeley et Mixe-

-

ber, inter Bly et Tikehill, ita quod pax terrae meae non infrin-

getur. Et comes qui ibi torneare voluerit, dabit nobis 20 mar-

-

cas, et baro 10 marcas, et miles, qui terram habuerit, 4 mar-

cas, et qui non habuerit, 2 marcas. Nullus autem extrancus

ibi attorneabit. Unde vobis mandamus, quod ad diem tornea-

menti habeatis ibi 2 clericos et 2 milites veftros, ad capiendum

facramentum de comite et barone, quod nobis de praedicta pe-

cunia ante torneamentum f{atisfacier, et quod nullum torneare

.

permittant antequam fuper hoc fatisfecerit ; et inbreviari faci-

ant quantum et a quibus receperint. Et 10 marcas pro carta

ad opus noflrum capiatis, unde comes Sarum, et comes de Clara,

-

¢ et comes de arrena plegii funt. Tefle meipfo, apud villam
¢ epifcopi 22 die Augulti,’ Ex &b, Rubro Scaccarii, ap, Selden

in the Dugllo, ch. 3.

Edward L. and Edward TII. granted the liberty of holding
yearly a jult wiris mufitaribus comitatus Lincoln. Richard Red-
man, and his three companions in arms, had the licenfe of
Richard Il. bafliludere cum Willielmo Halberton cum tribus fociis
apud civitat, Carliof, And a fimilar liberty was granted to John

N n de
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de Gray by Henry IV. Cottoni Pofthuma, p. 63. Edward L
commanded, by proclamation, that no torneaments or jufting,
or feeking of adventures, and no feats of arms fhould be cele-
brated or undertaken without his permiffion. ¢ Publice fecit
¢ proclamari, et firmiter inhiberi, ne quis, fub forisfactura terra-
‘ rum et omnium tenementorum, torneare, bordeare, juftas face-
¢ re, aventuras quaerere, fen alias ad arma ire praefumat, fine li-
¢ centia Regis fpeciali’  Cot. Pofl. p. 67. There are alfo prohi-
bitions of torneaments by Henry III. and other princes. They
command all earls, barons, knights, and others, under their faith,
homage, and affection, and under pain of lofing their lands and
tenements, that they prefume not to torney, make jufts, feek ad-
ventures, or go to feats of arms within the realm, without
the King’s exprefs leave. See dppendix, No. V.

(10) ¢ Tum ad negotia, nec minus faepe ad convivia, proce=
¢ dunt armati’ Tacit. de Mor. Germ, ¢, 22.

This ufage continued during the middle times. The pofte-
rity of the Germans went in armour to their parliaments and

public councils, and to their private vilits and meetings. Juflice,
fays Mezeray, was rendered among the Franks by people in
arms : The axe and the buckler were hung upon a pillar in the
midft of the malle or the court. See his biflory under Clataire II.
From this practice among the Anglo-Saxons, the hundred court
was, in fome counties, called the Wapentake. The hundreder,

holding

e ———————— e
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holding up his lance, it was touched by thofe of all the members,
and thus the affembly was conftituted. LL. Edward. Confef. ¢. 33.
Wapnu, {ays Whitelocke, is arms, and #ac, touch. Nofes upon the

King’s writ for members of Parliament, wol. 2. p. 39.

To this day, in the kingdoms of Europe, the wearing of a
fword is a part of drefs. We go in arms to a feaft as well as to
a battle, and retain, in orderly times, a cuftom which habitual
danger, and the defects of legiflation, made neceffary to barba-
rians. The clergy, it feems, pertinacioufly oppofed the cuftom,
and it was retained with obftinacy. 'What is more {'urpriiing,
they have ceafed to exclaim againft it, and yet it continues !

(11) ¢ Seutum reliquiflfe praecipuum flagitium. Nec aut fa-
¢ cris adefle, aut concilium inire ignominiofo fas.” Tacit. de Mor:
Germ. ¢. 6.

Hence a high compofition was allowed to the Frank, who
had been reproached injurioufly with the lofs of his fhield. ¢Si
¢ quis homo ingenuus alio improperaverit, quod Jewtum faum
¢ jaaflet, et fuga lapfus fuiflet, et non potuerit adprobare, DC.
¢ den. qui faciunt fol. xv. culpabilis judicetur.” Paclus legis Sa-
licae, ap. Georgifch. p. 6g. It was by railing him aloft on a
fhield, and fupporting him on their thoulders, that the Germans
proclaimed their fovereign, or lifted up a general to command their
armies. Tacit. Hift. lib. 4. c. 15. It was by the fame ceremony

Nnz2 that
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that the Kings of the Franks were acknowledged. This was
their inauguration. The efcutcheon or fhield, fays Fawvine, is
the effential note of a nobleman, a knight, and an efquire.
Theatre of Homoury book 1. ch, 2.

The ufages which had their rife from arms, make a curious
figure in the Gothic nations. We know from Tucitus, that the
founding or clathing of arms, exprefled approbation in the Ger-
man aflemblies ; that a javelin wet with blood, and a war horfe,
were the rewards of German valour ; that fuits of armour were
a flattering prefent to the more diftinguithed chiefs in the Ger-
man communities ; that an interchange of arms conflituted the
ceremonial of marriage among this people; and, that their only
public amufement was the leaping amidlt the threatening points

of {words and lances. De Mor. Germ. ¢, 11. 15. 18, 24.

Charlemagne ufed to feal his treaties with the pommel of his
fword : ¢ With the point of it,” faid he, ¢ I will maintain them.’
St. Foix, Eff. Hiff. wol. 2. p. 74. To take his arms from a free
man, was to deprive him ot his rank, and to reduce him to the
condition of a flave. LL, Alfr. ¢. 1. And to put into the hands
of a flave the arms of a free man, was to give him his liberty.
When an individual gave his oath in a court, or would bind
himfelf in the moft folemn manner to the performance of his
contraéls, he laid his hand on his fword. In the judicial com-
bat, the cufloms growing out of arms were numerous: Thus,

to
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to ftrike a perfon with a club, or to give him a blow on the face,
was to treat him like a villein; becaufe villeins were permitted to
fizht only with clubs, and were not allowed to cover their faces
with armour. L'¢/prit des Loix, hiv. 28.¢h. 20, « A free man
could not part with his fword as a part of his ranfome. LL.
Longobard, lib. 1. it 11,0, 33. And whar fhows,.in-a particular
manner, the {everity of the foreft-laws, the killing of a royal ftag
inferred the lofs of the fhield, or the reduction of a free man to
aflave. LL. Foreff, Canut.c. 25. From the change of arms
there refulted a change of ufages. - Thus, when archery was in-
troduced, to wound the finger which fends off the arrow, was
punifhed more feverely than the maiming of the other fingers.
Landenbr. Gloff. voc. Digitus,

The old Germans rufhed to battle with a loud noife, applying
their fhields to their mouths, that their voices might rife by re-
percuflion into a fuller and more fonorous fwell. ¢ Sunr illis hace
‘ quoque carmina, quorum relatu quem barditum vocant, accen-
¢ dunt animos, futuraeque pugnae fortunam iplo cantu auguran-
‘tur; terrent enim, trepidantve, prout fonuit acies. Nec tam
¢ voces illae, quam virtutis concentus videntur. Affectatur prae-
¢ cipue alperitas foni, et fratum murmur, obje@is ad os fcutis,
“ quo plenior et gravior vox repercuflu intumefcat.’ TZuacit. de
Mor. Germ, ¢. 3.
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It merits obfervation, that, from this ufage, there grew the cry '
d’armes of the middle ages, Thefe cries were fuppoled to incite
to valour, and to make the foldier precipitate himfelf upon the
enemy. Montjoic Saint Dents, was a famous cry of the Franks.
Deus adjuva, Deus vult, were cries during the crufades. ILivery
banneret, or every knight who had a banner, had a ery peculiar
to himfelf and the troops under him. Barons had alfo their
cries. There were thus general and particular cries. While fiefs
and the feudal militia continued, thele cries prevailed in Eu-
rope. They were loft on the introducion of an improved mi-
litary difcipline, and of flanding armies. Perhaps, it is to thefe
cries, that we muft trace the origin of the mottos to enfigns

armorial,
®

(12) * Scuta leciffimis coloribus diftinguunt’ Tacit. de Mor.

Germ. c. 6.

On the foundation of the fagum, or the fhort veft of the Gaul
and the German, which covered his arms, fhoulders, and breaft,
coats of arms arofe. * La cotte d’armes a efté le vétement le plus
¢ ordinaire des anciens Gaulois: il eftoit appelle par eux Jfagum,
¢ d’ou nous avons emprunté le mot de faye, ou de fayon.' Dij=
fert. v. fur P Hiffoire de St Louis, p. 127. ° Tegumen omnibus

¢ fagum,’ fays Tacitus,c. 17.

According to this inftru@ive hiftorian, the fagum was adorned
with fpots and with bits of fur. ¢ Eligunt feras, et detrata vela-

¢ mina fpargunt maculis, pellibufque bellvarum.” ¢ 17. And
we
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we know from Herodian, that it was fometimes ornamented with
filver. Lib. 4.

Thefe things are very curious ; and it is impoflible not to fee
in them the calours, the furs, and the metals which are the ma-

terials of the fcience of blazonry.

When Tacitus mentions the fhield, he takes occafion to re-
mark, that the German warriours had the knowledge of coats of
mail, and of bead-picces or belmets, but {feldom made ule of them.
His words are © Paucis loricae, vix uni alterive caflis, aut galea.’
¢, 6. They were about to be more fafhionable.

(13) Valer. Maximus, lib. 5.c, 6. Florus, Rom. Rer. Hift.
lib. 3. c. 3.

(14) Thefe captives were of the tribe of the Catti, 2 Germa-
nic people ; for, it is furely this tribe that Dio means, when he
{peaks of the Cenmi. ¢ Horum caprae a Romanis uxores, inter-
¢ rogatae ab Antonino, utrum vendi, an occidi mallent, mori fe
¢ malle refponderunt: quumque effent poftea venditae, omnes
¢ mortem f{ibi confciverunt : Nonnullae una filios interfecerunt.’
Excerpt. ¢ Dion., p. 876, A multitude of examples, to the lame

purpole, might ealily be colleed, if it were neceflary.

But,
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But, while we reflect on thefe things, it muft not be fancied,
that the German women were deficient in gentlenefs. A high
independent fpirit is not inconfiftent with the {ofteft paffions.
"There are a few beautiful and energetic words in Tacifus, which
may be employed on this occafion, and finely exprefs the di-
flinctive charaflers of the fexes in antient Germany. ¢ Lamenta
¢ ac lacrymas cito: dolorem et triftitiam tarde ponunt.  Feminis
“ lugere honeftum eft ; wiris meminifle,’  De Mor, Germ. c. 27.

(15) Tacit. de Mor. Germ. «. 7
(16) Saint Foix, Effais Hifloriq. fur Paris, tom. . p- 184.

(17) ¢ Regnator omnium Deus, cetera fubjecta atque parentia.’
Lacit. de Mor. Germ, ¢. 39. This teftimony of the purity of the

German theology, is well illufirated by the following paflage of
the Icelandic Edda.

¢ Ganglerus orfus eft tunc fuum fermonem. Quis eft fupre-
* mus, fcu primus deorum ? Har, refpondet : Qui nofira lingua
¢ Pantopater dicitur. Tunc Gang, Ubi eft hic Deus? Aut quid
* potelt efficere ¢ Aut quid voluit ad gloriam fuam manifeffan-
Vdam P Har. relp. Il vivit per omne acvum, ac gubernat om-

" e regnum fuum, ef magnas partes er parvas. Edda, ap. North-
ern Antig, vol, 2., p. 283,

(18)
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(18) ©Aufpicia, lortefque vt qul maxime ebfervant.’  Tucit.
de Mor. Germ c. 9. Seeallo, Du Cange, voc. Aucones et Sors.
The following form of divination was common to all the Ger-
man tribes. ¢ Firgam frugiferae arbori decifam, in furculos ams
® putant, eoique notis quibufdam diftretos fuper candidam vel~
© tem temere ac fortuito fpargunt. Mox fi publice confulatur fa-
¢ cerdos civitatis, fin privatim, ipfe pater familiae precatus deos,
¢ coelumque fufpiciens, ter fingulos tollit, fublatos fecandum im-
¢ preflam ante notam inEC:‘prL’t:iEm'.’ De Mor. Germi. 6. 10, OF
this folly, there is yet a remain in the Baguctte Divinatoire of
the miners in Germany ; and it is to [be obferved, that the he-
ralds of the Franks had confecrated fwigs, which they bore as
the emblems of peace. Thus the heralds fent by Gundobald to
Guntram appeared ¢ cum virgis confecratis, juxta ritum Fran-
¢ corum, ut feilicet non contingerentur ab ulle.’ . Gregory of
Tours, hib. 7. c. 32, But, what is more remarkable, thefe fwigs
came to figure in the inveftiture of lands. Hence the feoffment
or faline per fuffem et per baculum, per wvirgam et per ramun,
Hence the tenure par Ia verge, which is formally treated by Lit-
tleton. On what a fimple foundation does there rife inflitu-

tions, important and mterefting in bufinefs and fociety !

(19) Hence the Gothic ordeals; the fire ordeal, and the water
ordeal., Of the antiquity of thefe trials T have fpoken in an-
other work.  Difert. on the Antig. of the Eng. Confitut, part 4.
Itis obfevable, that the trials of fire and water, though abfurd
0o in
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in the greateft degree, were much encouraged by the Chriftian
clergy. What is more difgraceful to them, they invented modes
of trial, founded in the fame fuperflition, and not lefs abfurd.
Thefe were the judgment of the crofs, the corfned or confecrated
merfel, the Eucharift, and the fortes fanctorum: By the firft,
the criminal was to remain with his arms extended before a crofs
for fix or feven hours, without motion. If he failed in {uftain-
ing this trial, he loft his caufe, and was judged guilty. DBy the
fecond, the accufed perfon fwallowed a bit of bread or cheefe, o-
ver which the prieft had muttered a form of execration. If he:
was guilty, he was {uffocated by the morfel; if innocent, he e~
fcaped without injury. In the judgment of the Eucharift, the:
fymbols of the blood and body of Chrift were employed ; and
they convifted the guilty, by afling as a poifon, which infliGted
death or ficknefs. The Jortes fanilorum conlifted in the open-
ing, at a venture, the Bible, or any holy book, and in confidering
as oracular the firft paflage that prefented itfelf. See Du Cange,
woc. Crux, Corfned, Euchariffia, Sors. 'This impiety, and thele
impofitions on the common underftanding of mankind, advan-
ced the temporal emolument of the priefthoed ; an end, which.is
at all times more important to them than the interefts of religion,
and virtue.

(20) ¢ Matrem Deum venerantur, Infigne fuperfitionis, for-
¢ mas aprorum geftant. Id pro armis omniumque tutela, fecurum

¢ deqe
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¢ deae cultorem etiam inter hoftes praeftat.’ Tacit, de Mor, Germ.
Co 45

1 know a fong,” faid Odin, ©by which I foften and inchant
¢ the arms of my enemies, and render their weapons of none ef-
¢ fe€t. 1 know a fong which I need only to fing, when men
¢ have loaded' me with bonds; for the moment | fing it, my
¢ chains fall to pieces, and I walk forth at liberty. I know a
¢ fong ufeful to all mankind; for, as foon as hatred inflames the
¢ fons of men, the moment I fing ity they are appealed. I know
¢ a fong of fuch virtue, that, were I caught in a ftorm, I can hufh
¢ the winds, and render the air perfeétly calm.’ The Magic of
Odin, ap. North. Antig. vol. 2. p. 217. Du Cange, Literae Solu=
toriae, et woe. Incantare.,

By fecret or magical operations, it was not only fuppofed, that
men could defend themfelves againft all dangers whatever, ‘and
render themfelves invulnerable ; but that they could even change
themfelves into wolves, and other animals. The word merwaﬁ
exprefled this metamorphofis, and the extravagancy is to be tra=
ced to a diftant antiquity. ¢ Neuri, ut accepimus, ftatis tempori-
¢ bus in Jupos transhgurantur ; deinde, exado fpatio quod huic
¢ forti attributum eft, in priftinam faciem revertuntur.” Solinus,
¢. 15. 'To late times this ridiculous fancy was continued down
among the Irith ; and Camden was puzzled to account for it
Britanma by Gibfon, wol. 2. p. 1350.

Qoz (21)
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(21) Thefe things appear’ clearly and ftrongly from the laws
which' were made againft them, after the introducion of Chiri=
ftianity, and from’ other authentic evidence, 'Capit. Kar. et Lud.
I 7. LE Longobard. Iih. 2. tit. 38. 'Du Cange, woc. Fons,
Arbory &ye. Pellonticry Hiff. des Celtesy wol. 2. edit. par Mon/. de
Chintac,

(22)'Du Cange, wvoc. Fadus, Fada, Caragus, Dufii, Follet:
Daeniones, Tempeflarr, " Eidda. Keyfler, Antig. Septemtr. et Celt.
Here we have the fource of the wonders and extravagancies of

the dld romance.

(23) ¢ Deo imperante quem adeffe bellantibus credunt.” Tuacit.
de Mor. Germ. c. 7. 'This deity was called Teut or Tis, After
the age of Tacitus, if I am not miftaken, he had ufually the
name of Odin ; and, it is of Odin that Wormius thus exprefles
himlelf, ¢ Suam implorantibus opem in bello, inftar fenis mono-
¢ euli equo infidentis, et albo clypeo tedli, quandoque fe confpi-
¢ cicnduni pracbuit”  Monument, Dan, c. 4.

(24) Traces of the fpirit of gallantry and love, it is to be re-
marked, appear in a firiking manner, even in the religious {y-
ftem of the Guthic natious.

¢ Freya,’ fays the Edda, ¢ is the moft propitious of the god-
¢ defles.  The place which fhe inhabits in heaven is called * the

“ union




¢ union of the people.” '/ She gnés on hoclebatk to every place
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* where battles are toughty and allerts  her  right) to one half of

-~

the flain; the other half belongs to, Chdin, | Her palace is large

and magnificent ; thence the fallies forth in a charior drawn b

*two cats. . oShe lends a very favourable ear to thofe who fue for

"~

her afliftance. Itis from her that' the ladies have receiveil the

name which we give them in our language. She is very much

~

-

delighted with the fongs of lovers; and fuch as would be hap-

¢ oy in their amours, ought to worlhip this goddels.’ . 2. 706,
BY & i g By

In another fable of the Edda, there are the following particu-
lars. ¢ Gefione is a virgin, and' takes into her {ervice all chafle
¢ maids after their death. Fylla, who is allo a virgin, wears
¢ her beautiful locks flowing over her fhoulders. Her head is

¢ adorned with a golden riband. She is entrufted with the toil=

"

lette and {lippers of Frigga,. and admitted into the moft impor-

"~

tant fecrets of that goddefs, . . . . . Siona employs herfelf

Ll

in turning men’s hearts and thoughts to love, and in making
1

¢ young men and maidens well with each other. Hence lovers

¢ bear her name. Lovna is fo good and gracious, and accords

-

fo heartily to the tender vows of men, that, by a peculiar power

S

which Odin and Irrig_g.']. have gi‘ﬂ.‘ll her, fhe can recomcile lo=

vers the moft at variance, Varra prelides over the oaths that

e

men make, and particularly over the promifes of lovers, ' She

is attentive to all concealed engagements of that kind, and pu-
¢ nifhes
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¢ nithes thofe who keep not their plighted troth.! Zbid. p. gb.
o

It is alfo remarkable, that, in the Gothic Elyfium, it was beau-
tiful virgins named Valkyriae, who poured out their liquor to the

heroes. Reyfler, dntiq. Septr, et Celt. p. 1 52.

(25) St Palaye, fpeaking of the candidates for chivalry, fays,
¢ Les premieres legons qu’on leur donnoit regardoient princi=
¢ palement Pamour de Dicu et des dames, c’eft a dire, la religion et
¢ la galanterie.” ' Mem. fur Pancienne chewal. tome 1. p. 5. The
Chriftian knight was not lefs devout than the Pagan warriour,
Anciently, during the celebration of mafs in every country of
Europe, he drew his {word, and held it out naked, in teftimony
of his readinefs to defend the faith of Chrift. Fawvine, p. 54.
Keyfler, Antig. Jelecl, Celt, p. 164.

Tt was the influenee of fuch manners which induced ¢ that a-
¢ greeable libertine Boccace very ferioufly to give thanks to God
¢ Almighty and the Ladies for their affiftance in defending him

¢ againft his enemies ;> and which made Petrarch compare ¢ his

¢ miftrefs Laura to Jefus Chrift 3 circumftances which appeared
fo abfurd to Mr Hume, Sece his Effays; p. 277.

‘When the Count de Dunois was about to attack the Englith

army which befieged Montargis, la Hire, a knight and a man of
fathion
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fathion who ferved under him, having received abfolution, join-
ed devoutly his hands, and thus prayed. ¢ Dieu, je te prie que
¢ tu fafles aujourd’hui pour la Hire autant que tu voudrois que
¢ la Hire fift pour toi, s’il étoit Dieu, et tu-fufles la Hire.! St
Foix, Eff. byft. tome 1. p. 347.

A piQure, not lefs ftrange, and ftill more profane, is in the
poetry of Deudes de Prades, a canon who had the reputation of
being wife and fpiritual. He thus laments the death of Brunet,
a troubadour, or one of the provencal bards. ¢ Il chantoit {1
¢ bien, que les roflignols fe taiffoient d’admiration pour I'entendre.
¢ Auffi Dieu I’a t’il pris pour fon ufage. Je prie Dieu de le pla-
¢ cer a fa droite. Si laVierge aime les gens courtois, qu’elle
¢ prenne celui-la.” Hiffoire hitteraire des Troubadours, tome 1.
P. 320.

Thefe ftrokes are expreflive, and illuftrate, more than the moft
careful reafonings, the nature and fpirit of the devotion of the
ages of chivalry. Amidft the decencies and the proprietics
which philofophy introduces in cultivated times, we look back,
with furprife, to this grofs familiarity with the fupreme Being,
and to this blafphemous infolence. Yet, it is difficult, at the
fame time, not to remember, that thefe things are equalled, if
not exceeded, among us, by thofe gloomy and fanatical men,
who, having got what they term the new /light, conceit them~

felves the fociety of the elec?, and the friends of God !

S E C-
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