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A VIEW OF SOCILETY

(r) FE HE chara&er or flation which preceded knighthood,

was that of the ecwper, or armour-bearer. The
candidate for chivalry had formerly been a page, a walet, or a
damoyfeau. The laft term was applied to the fons of men of
rank. G. dndré de la Rogue, Traité de la nobleffe, p. 7. Moeurs
des Frangois par le Gendre, p. 63. Daniel, Hiff, de la milice
Frangoife, tome 1. p. 94. 5. St Palaye Mem. fur Panc. Chewal.
partie 1.

In thofe times, the terms pagé and walel were not expreflive
of meannefs and low condition, as at prefent.  Du Cange, wvoc.
Valet: et Domicellus.  Sir Jobn Fortefeue, who was chief juftice
under Henry VI. has obferved, when fpeaking of England,
¢ Sunt Valedlz diverfi in regione illa qui plus quam fexcenta feuta
* per annum expendere poflunt.’ De Laud. Leg. Angliae, c. 2

(2) The age of knighthood, it is probable, varied with the
nature and weight of the arms which were in ufe at different
periods. In general, it has been fixed by antiquaries and hifio-

rians at 21 years, This rule, however, could be infringed in

favour
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favour of fignal merit or high birth. The noviciate of the knight
commenced in his {eventh year. In that tender age, he turned
his attention to the art of war, his miftrefs, and his catechilm.
Daniel, Milice Frangoife, lib. 3. ch. 4. Relig. Spelman, p. 174,
St Palaye, Mem. fur Pane. Cheval. partie 1.

(3) The powes of the German priefts did not efcape the ne-
netration of Zucitus. ¢ Neque animadvertere, neque vincire,
¢ neque verberare quidem nifi facerdotibus permiflum.” De Mor,
Germ. ¢. 7. The €hriltian priels were no lefs felfith and am-
bitious. In every country of Europe, they attained immenfe
wealth, and prodigious influence. They prefided in the inferi-
or courts with the civil magiftrates ; they took their feats in the
national affemblies; and, in the preambles of the barbaric laws,
they are often mentioned next to the Kings themfelves. ¢ Inci-
¢ piunt,’ fays the prologue to the Capitularies of Charlemagne,
¢ capitula regum et eprfcoporum, maximeque nobilium omnium
* Francorum.” Baluz. Capit. Reg, Franc tome 1, p. 6g8. 1ltis
thus, alfo, in fome of the prefaces to the Anglo-Saxon laws,
The powers they afflumed were exorbitant, and often Improper=
ly exercifed. ‘To ufe the firong language of Bacon, ¢ they were
“lovers of lordfhips, and troublers of flates.’ Hiff, and polit.

difconrfe on the laws and government of England.

(4) Selden, Tit. hon. part. 2. ch. 5. fec. 34 35. Afhmole,
Inftitutions of the Garter, ch. 1. tec. 9. Du Cange, voc. Miles,

Pp Daniel,
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Daniel, Milice Frangoife, hib. 3. ch. 4. La Roque, p. 354. 356.
A delcription of the ceremonies ufed at the creation of knights
of the bath, is inferted in the Appendix, No. 6. They were
nearly the fame with thofe employed in the creation of the

knight-bachelor, and illuftrate the manners of old times,

(5) The feffum tyrocinii, which is the name given in the old
hiftorians to the rejoicings on the invelliture of knighthood,
often lafted many days; and, in the cafes of perfons of diftinc-
tion, was folemnized with torneaments and fhows. ‘The Teafon
of torneaments was alfo embraced as a fit occafion for conferring
knighthood on thofe whole birth and fortune did not entitle
them to exhibit thefe folemnities. And this, from the principle
of giving encouragement to the military art. For the fame rea-
fon, public entries into cities, coronations, and feftivals of every

kind, were opportunities for the creation of knights.

(6) Spelman, voc. Auxilium. Aflimole, ch. 1. fet g. St
Palaye, tom. 1. p. 195. 248. Daniel, Milice Francgoife, liv, 3.
ch. 4. : '

When the celebrated Joan d’ Arc railed the fiege of Or=
leans, the Englith commander, the Earl of Suffolk, ¢ was obli-
* ged to yield himfelf prifoner to a French man called Renaud ;
“ but, before he fubmitted, he afked his adverfary whether he
*was a gentleman? On recciving a fatisfadtory anfwer, he de=

f manded;
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¢ manded, Whether he was a knioht 7 Renaud replied, That he
¢ had not yet attained that honour. Then [ make you one, replied
“Suffolk.  Upon which he gave him the blowv with his fword,
¢ which dubbed him into that fraternity ; and he immediately

¢ furrendered himfelf his prifoner.’ Hume, wol. 2. p. 340.

(7) The knights affe&ted great magnificence, and more parti-
cularly after the holy wars. ¢ Portabant autem diverfi generis
¢ {pecies preciofas, aurum et argentum, pallia oloferica, purpu=
“ram, ficlades, oltrum et multiforinium veltium ornameanta ;
¢ practerea arma varia, tela multiplicis generis, infinitas loricas,
¢ culcitras de ferico acu variatas operofe, papiliones et tentoria

“preciohflima;’ 8. Brompton, ap. Baron. Angl. p, 281.

(8) The horfe and armour of a knight were called his conre-
nementum, or countenance. Selden, Tit. Hon part 2. ch. 5. fect.

37

The refpeéiful behaviour, even to vanquifhed knights, and
indeed the extreme honour in which knights in general were
held, is exemplified very firongly in the condut of Edward III.
to Euftace de Ribaumont. This prince thought it neceflary to
leave England privately for the protection of Calais, and carried
with him the Prince of Wales. The day after his arrival at
Calais, a battle enfued between his troops and the French forces
commanded by Georfrey de Charni, who, notwithflanding the

LSy truce
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truce which had been concluded between the contending powers,
had bribed the governor of Calais to {urrender the place to him.
To prevent this circumftance, was the intention of Edward’s
vifit,

This great prince, who fought as a private gentleman under
Sir Walter Manny, encountered Euftace de Ribaumont, a hardy
and valorous knight, who beat him twice to the ground. Pufh-
ed to extremity, Edward had occafion for all his ftrength and
addrefs. After an encounter, tharp and dangerous, he vanquith-
ed his antagonift, who furrendering his fword, yielded himfelf
his prifoner. The next day the Englith enjoyed their victory,
and in the evening the French prifoners were invited to fup with
the Prince of Wales and the Englith nobility. After {upper,
Edward himfelf entered the apartment, and converfed, in a ftrain
of compliment and familiarity, with the prifoners. His beha-
viour to his antagonift Euftace de Ribaumont was more particu-
larly attentive, and is thus defcribed by Frozffard. ¢ Vint le Roi
¢ 4 Meffire Euftache de Ribaumont: Vous étes le chevalier au
¢ monde que veifle onques plus vaillamment affaillir {fes enemis,
¢ ne fon corps deffendre, ni ne me trouvai onques en bataille ou

¢je veifle qui tant me donnaft affaire corps 4 corps, que vous

¢ avez hui fait ; fi vous en donne le prix fur tous les chevaliers
¢ de ma court par droite fentence. Adonc print le roi fon cha-
¢ pelet qu’il portoit fur fon chef (qui etoit bon et riche) et le meilt
¢ fyr le chef.de Mounfeigneur Eultache, et dit: Monleigneur Eu-

¢ ftache,
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¢ ftache, je vous donne ce chapelet pour le mieux combattant de
¢ la journée de ceux du dedans et du dehors, et vous prie que
¢ yous le portez cette année pour 'amour de moi. Je fai que
¢ vous étes gai et amoureux, et que volontiers vous trouvés entre
¢ dames et damoifelles, fi dites par tout ou vous irez, que je le
¢ yous ai donoé, Si vous quite votre prifon, et vous en pouvez

¢ parti demain, 8'il vous plaift.” an. 1348,

(9) Favine, Theater of Honour, book. 1. St Palaye Mem:
fur 1’anc. Cheval, partie 4. Selden, Tit. hon. part 2. ch. 5. fect

37

(10) The chief firength of armies confifted, at this time, of
cavalry. 'The {kilful management of a horle was, of confe-
quence, one of the great accomplithments of a knight or a warri-
our. It is to be noticed, that this way of thinking charallerized
fome of the German tribes, even in the age of Tacitus. The
following energetic defcription of the Tentteri, is applicable,
in a ftriking manner, to the purer ages of chivalry, * len&eri
“ fuper folitum bellorum decus, equellris difciplinae arte praecel-
“lunt. Nec major apud Cattos peditum laus, quam Teneris
¢ equitum. Sic inftituere majores, pofteri imitantur, i [ufus
“infantium, baec juvenum acmulatio, perfeverant fenes)  De

Mor. Germ. ¢. 22,

i T —————— . =
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(11) Hence the diftinGion of knights bauneret and’ knights
bachelors ; the latter expreflion denoting the fimple knight; the
ful'iner, the knight who had a ftandard and followers. The
number of knights and efquires who ferved under the banneret,
varied in proportion to his riches, and influence. It is alfo ob-
fervable, that this dignity was not always feudal. Tt was fome-
times perfonal. Selden, Tit. hon. part 2. ch. 3. fect. 23. and cbh.
5./eét. 39. Du Cange, Differt. fur I Hyffoire de S. Louts. Spelm.

voc. Banerettus, Daniel, Milice Frangoife, fiv. 3. cb §.

(12) Favine, Theater of Honour, book ro. St Palaye, Mem.

fur Panc, Cheval. partie 6.

(13) An old ceremonial of chivalry has thefe words: ¢ Le Roy
¢ Artus d’Angleterre, et le Duc de Lencaftre ordonnerent et fi-
¢ rent la table ronde, et les behours, tournois, et jouftes, et moult
¢ d’autres chofes nobles, et jugemens d’armes, dont ils ordonnerent
¢ pour juger, dames et damoifelles, Roys d’armes et heraux.”

Differt. 7. fur ' Hiytoire de S. Louis, p. 179.

(14) The greater torneaments were thofe given by fovereigns
and princes, to which knights were invited from every part of
Europe 5 for, over Chrifiendom, the honour and privileges of
knighthood were the fame. The lefler torneaments were thofe
given by the barons.

It
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It deferves obfervation, that the exhibition of torneaments pro-
duced an intercourfe between the nations of Europe, which ¢ould
not but contribute to knowledge and civilization.. When there
were no exprefs prohibitions, knights followed. the more impor-

tant torneaments wherever they were celebrated, for the purpofe

of fludying the art of war; and that they might find fignal and
proper opportunities of diltinguithing themfelves, and of culti-
vating the friendfhip and acquaintance of illultrious perfons of
both fexes. It was even the fathion for knights to avoid the re-
ftraint of marriage for fome years after their inftallation into the
order, that they might confecrate them to the travelling 1nto di-
ftant countries, and the vifiting of foreign courts, *a fin de 5’y

¢ rendre chevaliers parfaits’ St Palgye, tom. 2. p. 8.

From thefe circumftances, it is obvious, that the firong con-
clufions of Dr Robertfon, concerning the little intercourfe be-
tween nations, during the middle ages, are not to be relied upon
in all their force, but to be underftood with much referve, and

many limitations, Zf. of Charl. V. wol. 1. p. 325, ¢t feq.

(15) This prefent was called favenr. St Palaye, tom. 1. p.
95. Hence the pieces of lace or riband which are yet fome-

times diftributed at marriages, are termed the bride’s favours.

(16) It would be tedious to enumerate and to defcribe the dif-
ferent forms of exercife or combat which were pradtifed in the

torncaments;
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torneaments ; and it is not neceflary in this work. The joufle
was the combat of one againlt one; les armes d outrance, were
the combats of fix againft fix, and confifted occafionally of more
or fewer perfons. Le pas d’armes, was the defence of a pafs by
one or more perfons againft every affailant.  The curious read-
er may confult the books which treat exprefsly of tornea-

ments.

(17) Favine on torneaments. St Palaye, Mem. fur 'anc.
Cheval. partie 2.

(18) © Effigiefque et figna quaedam detrata lucis in praelium
¢ ferunt.!  Tacit. de Mor. Germ. ¢. 7. The polterity of the Ger-
mans were equally {uperftitious under the light of the gofpel.
¢ Les Germains,” fays St Foix, who had this paflage of Tacitus
in his eye, ¢ portoient 4 la guerre des drapeaux, et des higures
¢ qui éroient en depot pendant la paix dans les vois facrées.’
He adds, ¢ Nos Rois alloient prendre de méme la chappe de
¢ S. Martin fur fon tombeau, et I'orilamme dans Peglife de S.
¢ Denis, et les reportoient lorfque la guerre etoit finie.” E/ff. Hiff.
Sfur Parisy tom. 2. p. 187+

(19) The Edda, Keyfler, Antiq. fele&. Septentr. p. 149.—163.
Pelloutier, Hift. des Celtes, liv, 3. chs 18,

(20)




I N E O e OV B E,

L
(]
L

(20) The difeerning reader will perceive, that I defleribe Chri-
ftianity from the writings of the clergy ; becaufe, it is always
from their reprefentations of it that it afts upon fociety and
manners. I therefore {peak politically, and not as an inquirer

into theology.

From the pretended friends of Chriftianity, and from its moft
zealous partizans, too, I fear, it has received deep and cruel
wounds. Its moft enlightened and genuine admirers have rea-
fon to regret, that it has not been left to defend itfelf.  Were it
poffible to deftroy the comments, the explanations, the cate-
chifms, and the fyftems of divines, a very confiderable blow
would be given to infidelity. - One can refpeét the honeft doubts
of philofophy. But, is it poffible to with-hold indignation or
fcorn, when ability ftoops to be uncharitable and difingenuous,

when bigotry prefles her folly, and {pits her venom ?

(21) It was Gregory VII. whofe magnificent mind firft form-

the wild enterprife of knighthood, fuggefted, doubtlefs, the idea
of them. The advantages they were to give to the holy fee, and
the church in general, were numerous and great.  The Popes
not only conferred remiffion, or pardon of their {ins, on all thofe
who yielded to this madnefs 5 but, what was no lefs interefting,
they undertook the protetion of their families and affairs. The
clergy, of confequence, drew immenfe wealth, by ating' as tu-

=]
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tors and truftees for widows, pupils, and minors. The troops
defigned for thefe pious projedts, could be employed by the
church to protect and enlarge its temporalities; and, under the
pretence of recovering: the holy {epulchre, prodigious fums were
to be extraCted from women, the devout, the infirm, and the
dying.

From the holy wars it followed, that new fraternities of knight-
hood were invented. . Hence ‘the kdights of the holy fepulchre,
the hofpitallers, templars, and aninfinite number of religious or-
ders who (hed blood, and deformed fociety, for the glory of God.
Many of thefe acquired great riches, and all of them increafed
the influence of the church,

Some writers have fancied, but very abfurdly, that the croifes
gave rife tochivalry. . Without chivalry the croifes could not
have been carried into execution. The Popes and the clergy
would in vain have preached, that they were the road to falva-
tion and the gates to heaven.

From the cultivated ftate of manners in the eaft, fome im-~
provement was imported into.Europe by the crufaders. Bart the
crufades deferve not to be confidered as the firft, or indeed as a
very powerful caufe of refinement in Europe; though it is to
be allowed, that they encouraged a refpect for order, and ideas
of regular government; and that they made additions to the

{cience
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feience of heraldry and the fathions of liveries, and heightened

the {plendour of equipage and drefs.

When the medal, however, is reverfed, there appear many and
great difadvantages. They drained the kingdoms of Lurope of
their inhabitants ; they took away their riches, and thereby dil-
couraged trade and the arts; they removed kings and nobles be-
yond the feas, and introduced into ftates difquiets and diforder;
they added to the power of the Roman {ce, by affording favour-
able opportunities for the operation of its policy, and for efta-
blithing the right of the Popes to interfere in the temporal affairs
of nationsy andy in fine, they promoted every pious imperti=

nence, and advanced the moft abje&t fuperflition.

It is alfo worthy of remark, that fome writers, who have no
tinture of philofophy,  have treated chivalry and the holy wars
as primary and diftin&ive caufes of the refinement of the Euro-
pean ftates; yet the latter, being really the; confequences of the

former, their influence ought to have been aferibed to/them.

The fame want of penetration is perceivable iin thofe, who,
while they urge as a primary fource of improvement, the reyival
of literature, hold out, diftin&ively, as another caufe of i, the
civil code, or the laws of the Romans. They might,  with. equal
propriety, record as particular ‘and diflinCtive fources df refine-
ment, the writings of Cicero, of Livy, or of Tacitus,

Qaqz2 During
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During the prevalence of chivalry, it is likewife to be obfer~
ved, that the ardour of redrefling wrongs feized many knights
fo powerfully, that, attended by elquires, they wandered about
in fearch of objects whole misfortunes and mifery required their
afliftance and fuccour. And, as ladies engaged more particularly
their attention, the relief of unfortunate damfels was the atchieve-
ment they moft courted. This was the rife of knights-errant,
whofe adventures produced romance. - Thele were originally
told as they happened. But the love of the marvellous came to
interfere; fancy was indulged in her wildeft exaggerations, and

poetry gave her charms to the moft monftrous fictions, and to

{cenes the moft unnatural and gigantic

(23) ¢ Supplicem aut debilem vel arma abjicientem hoftem oc-
¢ cidere, etiam hodie apud Gothos fempiterno opprobrio dignum
¢ computatur.’ j@. Magnus, Hiff. Suee, lib. 4.

In the battle of Poictiers, fought by the heroic Edward Prince
of Wales, the King of France was made prifoner ; and the be-
haviour to the captive monarch illuftrates, more than any parti-
culars [ can mention, the noblenefs of the principles of chivalry.
The Earl of Warwick conducted the French king, with many de-
monflrations of refpeét, to the Prince’s tent.

¢ Here,’ fays a great hiftorian, ¢ commences the real and the

* truly admirable heroifm of Edward : For victories are vulgar
¢ things;
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things, in comparifon of that moderation and humanity dilco-
¢ vered by a young prince of twenty-feven years of age; not yet
¢ cooled from the fury of battle, and elated by as extraordinary
¢ and as unexpefted fuccels, as had ever crowned the arms of
“any general.  He came forth to meet the captive king with
¢ all the fighs of regard and fympathy ; adminiftered comfort to
¢ him amidft his misfortunes ; paid him the tribute of praife due
* to his valour ; and afcribed his own viGory merely to the blind
chance of war, ortoa fuperior providence, which controuls all
¢ the efforts of human force and prudence. The behaviour of
¢ John fhewed him not unworthy of this courteous treatment :
* His prefent abject: fortune never made him forget a moment
¢ that he was a king: More fenfible to Edward’s generofity than
‘ to his own calamities, he confefled, that, notwithftanding his
¢ defeat and captivity, his honour was ftill unimpaired; and
¢ that, if he yielded the vittory, it was at leaft gained by a prince

¢ of {uch confummate valour and humanity.

¢ Edward ordered a magnificent repaft to be prepared in his
¢ tent for the priloners, and he himfelf ferved the royal captive’s
¢ table, as if he had been one of his retinue. He ftood atthe
¢ King’s back during the meal; conftantly refufed to take a place
¢ at table; and declared, that, being a fubject, he was too well
* acquainted with the diftance between his own rank, and
¢ that of his royal Majefly, to afflume fuch freedom, All his
¢ father’s pretenfions to the crown of France were now bu-

¢ ried
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¢ ried in oblivion: John, in captivity, received the honours of
¢ a king, which were refufed him when feated on the throne: 1
¢ His misfortunes, not his title, were refpeCted : And the French
¢ prifoners, conquered by his elevation of mind, more than by
¢ their late difcomfiture, ‘burft out into tears of joy and admira-
¢ tion 5 'which wwere only checked byithe refleGtion, that fuch ge-
¢« nuine'and unaltered heroifm in an. enemy, muft certainly, in
¢ the iffues prove but the more dangerous. to, their native coun-
“try)  Hume, biff. of England, woli2.p: 254,  See allo Afb-
moley p. 673.

Mortfels of ftory likel thefe are precious; and diftinguith thofe
hiftorians who can render inftructive the details which common
writers are only -attentive to make agreeable.

e N p———————

(24) The following, was: one: of the oaths adminiftered by
the conftable in the duel. ;¢ A. de B. ye fhall lay your hand
¢ ayen on the holy gofpels, and fwere that ye fhall have no moo 1
% wepnes or poynts, but tho that ben afligned you by the con-
¢ ftable and marefchall, that is to wite, gleyve, long {werd, fhort
4 {werd, and dagger : Nor no knyfe, fmall ne grete ; ne none

¢ engine, ne none othir inftrument with poynt : Nor ftone of
< yertue, nor hearb of vertue; nor charme, nor experement, nor
¢« none othir enchauntment by you, mnor for you, whereby ye
+ truft the better to overcome €. de D. your adverfarie, that fhall

< come ayens you within thefe lifts in his defence ; nor that ye
¢ truft
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¢ truft in none othir thynge propirly, but in God and your body,
¢ and your brave quarell ; fo. God you help, and all halowes,

¢ and the holy golpells.’  Dugdale, af'gt'i:.jr.:réd:'.::‘. 2. 82,

(25) The folemn taking away of the fword, the cutting off
the [purs, the tearing from the body the coat of arms, and the
bruifing every piece of the knight’s armour, appear to have
been ceremonies of the degradation. Selden, Tit. hon. part 2. ¢h.
5. Secl. 38. Afbmole, p. 620.

Religion came alfo to concern itfelf in a matter {o important,
Prielts pronounced over the culprit a pfalm, containing impre-
cations againit traitors.  Water was thrown upon him to wafh
away the facred character conferred by his inftallation into the
order. And, at length he was dragged on a hurdle to the
church, where ‘there were faid and performed over him the
prayers and the ceremonies which are ufed for the dead. St Pa-
laye, tome 1. p. 320,

A U~
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