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(1) HE military plan of the feudal inftitutions, or an

T idea of the militia created by fiefs, may be feen to
the greatelt advantage in that curious monument, ¢the Black
¢ Book of the Exchequer;’ of which it was the obje&t to exhibit,
pot only a lift of the feudal tenants, but of the fees and knights
held and provided by them. An article from it, therefore, while
it may employ the refle@tions of the reader, will illuftrate the ge-

neral notion inculcated in the text.

Carta Gervafis Paganelii.

Domino fuo dile&iflimo Henrico, Regi Angliae et Duci Nor=
manniae et Aquitaniae, et Gomiti Andegaviae, Gervafius Paga-

nellus falutem,
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364 A VIEW OF SOCIETY

Ifti funt milites, de quibus vobis debeo fervitium.

Petrus de Bremingeham tenet feod. IX. militum.
Giffardus di Tiringeham feod. trium militum.
Henricus de Mohun feodum. I. militis.
Ricardus Engaine feodum. L. militis.

Robertus de Caftreton feodum. I. militis.
Paganus de Embreton feodum, I, militis.
Manifelinus de Ovunges feod. duorum militum.
Petrus de Stamford feodum. I. militis.
Willelmus de Jetingeden feodam. I. militis.
Elias de Englefeld feod. III. militum.
Ricardus de Ditton feod. IIII. militum,
Philipus de Hamton feod. II. militum.
Willelmus de Abbenwrthe feodum. I. militis.
Willelmus, filius Widenis, feod. III. militum.
Bernardus de Frankelege feod. IIIL. militum.
Gervafius de Berneke feod. 111 militum.
Willelmus de Bello campo feod. 1L, militum.
Willelmus de Haggaleg feod. 1. m.

Milo de Ringefton feodum, I. militis et dimid.,
Willelmus Buffare feod. IL militum et dim.
Robertus de Eftingeton feod, I. militis.
Henricus de Oilli tenebat feodum. I, militis.

Haec
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Haec eft fumma militum, de quibus Anteceflores mei Antecefl-
{oribus veftris fecerunt fervitium, et ego, veliri gratia, vobis, fci-
licet, L.

Et ifti funt milites, quibus pater meus et ego dedimus terram

de dominio noftro poft mortem Henrici, avi veftri, fcilicet,

Henricus de Erdinton feodum. I. militis.

Radulfus Manfel feodum. L. militis.

Willelmus Paganellus feodum. I. militis.

Michael filius Ofberti et Willelmus de Lovent. feodum dimi-
dii militis.

Godwinus Dapifer tertiam partem. I. militis.

Walterus Manfel feodum., 1. militis.

Petrus de Surcomunt feodum dimidii militis.

Galfridus de Rivilli tertiam partem. L. militis,

Liber Niger Scacearu, vol. 1. p. 139. 140,

It is in this form that other vaffals of the crown certify, in

this work, the fervices and the knights they were to furnifh.

(2) It was enaéted by a law of Henry II. ¢ Ut quiﬁunque ha-
¢ bet feodum unius militis, habeat loricam, et caflidem, et cly-
¢ peum, et lanceam.’ Hoveden, an. 1181. The variations in
the nature of the arms to be provided, at different periods, by

vallals

i




266 A VIEW OF SOCIETY

vaffals and foldiers, are learnedly explained in an author whom
the adorers of tyranny affed to defpife, in the manly and {pirit-
ed work of Nathaniel Dacon, on the laws and government of
England.

(3) ¢ In univerfum acflimanti plus penes peditem roboris.’
Tacit. de Mor. Germ. c. 6.

(4) Many writérs have obferved, that it was William the Nor<
man who introduced archers into England. But they were
known in the Anglo-Saxon armies. A law of Alfred has thefe
words, ¢ Si quis alteri digitum unde fagittatur abfciderit, xv
¢ fol, comp.” See LL. Alfr. c. 40. as interpreted by Lindenbrogi=
usy in bis Gloffary, p. 1389. Archery was alfo of high antiquity
in the other flates of Europe. See LL. Sal. tit. 31.1. 6. LL. Ripuar.
tit. 5. 1. 7. The Englifh were to excel all nations in the ufe of
the bow, and for far fhooting. Tt was the archers who gained
the battles of Crefly, Poi&iers, and Agincourt.

¢ King Edwarde the third,’ fays Afcham, ¢ at the battaile of

¢ Creflie, again{t Philip the French King, as Gaguinus the French

¢ hiftoriographer plainlye doth tell, flewe that day all the nobili=
graj I b y

¢ tye of Fraunce onlye with his archers,

¢ Such like battaile alfo fought the noble Prince Edwarde befide

* Poifters, where Johne the French Kinge, with his fonne, and

¢ in
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in a manner all the peres of Fraunce; were taken, belides thirty

-

thoufand which that daye were flaine, and very few Englith

men, by reafon of theyr bowes.

* Kinge Henrye the Fifte, 2 prince pereleffe, and moft vittori-

ous conquerour of all that ever dyed yet in this parte of the

worlde, at the battle of Agincourt, with feven thouland foht-

- LIk

Inge men, and yet many of them ficke, being fuche archers,
[3 “E | g EONRE S [ 4 1aflE tartea nE them deam e s e

as the chronicle fayth, that moft parte of them drewe a yarde,
¢ flewe all the chivalrye of Fraunce, to the number of forty thou-
 fand and mo, and loft not palt twenty-fix Englilhmen.! 7oxs-

Philus, or the Schole of Shootinge, p. 112,

[5) ‘ He,’ fays Littleton, © which holdeth by the fervice of
“ one knight’s fee, ought to be with the King forety dayes, well
¢ and conveniently arrayed for the warre’ Temures, book 2.

ch. 3. See farther Du Cange, woe. Feudum militare. Spelman,
woe, Fendum Hawberticumn, et Affifes de Serufalemn, avec des

notes, par Thaumalfiere, p. 266.

6) Bruffel, Ufage-general des fiefs, vol. 1. p. 164, 168, Da-
’ 5k I
niel, hift, de la milice Frangoife, liv. 3.
In England, in the'time of Edward IIL his army in Fral
Normandy, and before Calais, befides the Lords, confifte

31294 combatants and attendants; and their pay for one year
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and 131 days amounted to 127201 L. 2 8. gd. The following
{pecification of particulars will furnith an idea of the military

pay and fervice of thoi times.

¢ To Edward Prince of Wales, ‘being in the King's fervice in
¢ Normandy, France, and before Calais, with his retinue, for
¢ his wages of war, 20 5. a day. Eleven banerets, every one
¢ taking 4. a day. 102 knights, each 2 s. a day. 264 efcuires,
¢ each 12 d. a day. 384 archers on horfeback, each 6 d. a day.
¢6g foot archers, each 3d.aday. 513 Wellhmen, whereof
¢ one chaplain at 6 d. a day. One phylfician, one herald or cryer,
¢ 5 enfignes, 25 ferjeants or officers over 20 men, each 4d. a
¢ day. 480 footmen, each 2 d. a day.

¢ To Henry Earle of Lancafter, being in the King's fervice
¢ before Calais, with his retinue, for his wages of war, and one
¢ other Farle, each 6s. 8 d. a day. Eleven banerets, each 4s
“aday. 193 knights, each 2 s. a day. 512 elcuires, each r2d.
¢aday. 406 men at armes, and 612 archers on horfeback, each
¢ 6 d. a day.

¢ To William Bohun, Earle of Northampton, being in the
¢ King’s {ervice in Normandy, France, and before Calais, 2 ba-
¢ nerets, 46 koights, 112 efcuires, 141 archers on horfeback.
¢ For their wages as above.

¢ To
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¢ To Thomas Hatfield bithop of Durham, 6s. 8d.a day. 3
¢ banerets, 48 knights, 164 efcuires, 81 archers on horfeback,

¢ every one taking as above.

¢ To Ralf Baron of Stafford, being in the King’s fervice in
¢ the places aforefaid, with 2 banerets, 20 knights, 92 elcuires,

¢ 9o archers on horfeback. Every one taking as above.’

Thefe things appear ina contemporary record, publifhed by

Dr Brady in his hiftory of England. Sece wol, 2. dppendix,
2. 88,
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(1) WN rolls of the militia of France in the year 1236, and

I preceding that period, which were obferved by Pere
Daniel, there were entered military tenants who were marked
down for the fervice of § days, and for other proportions of the
nrdinary.fervice of forty days. And thefe are proofs, not only
of fees in France, but of the fraions of fees. Milice Frangoife,

P 55

This learned author, indeed, not attending to the regulations
which made the fractions of a fee give their proportion of the
ordinary fervice, has endeavoured to account for the limited
number of days which many tenants were bound to {erve, by re-
fined reafonings and conjectures ; which fhow how acutely, and yet
how abfurdly, a man of ability may employ himfelf in {earch-
ing out the truth *,

Littieton,

# ¢« Pour ce qui ¢t de cenx que 'on voit dans les roles n'btre obligez qua cing,
« qu'a quinze, ou vingt cing jours, ce furent des conceflions particulicres, dont il
¢ eft difficile de conjedturer la caufe; ce fut pour quelque fervice fignalé rendu a

I'etat,
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Laittleton, having remarked that the ordinary fervice of the
knight’s fee was forty days, is careful to add, ¢ that he, which
¢ holdeth his land by the moitie of a knight’s fee, ought to be

Aaaz ¢ with

i I'etat, on pent-ftre que lenrs ancétres darant les guerres civiles foumirent an

¢ Roi leurs chiteanx, ou leurs terres i certe condition, on qu'ils avoient quelque

autre obligation qui fupléoit au fervice ordinaire; comme, par exemple, de

.r:ill-l'l: la B!'I.I\J.L‘ en certains lieux |-."t-!'|'||'|{‘ Pennemi ;1ijl]|'r}(:]1[]it, On volt en :.',T\.'l'

¢ dans ces roles quelques gentillhommes fieffez, ul:lig-.—z feulement a faire le guet

-

en certaines occafions dads quelques forterefles.

¢« Une autre raifon peut avoir contribué a la redudtion du fervice & un terme

plas court qu'il n'etoit autrefois : C'elt que fous la premiere race, et fort avant

fous la feconde, 'empire Frangois ctoit beaucoup plus étendu que fous Ia troi-

fierne. Il falloit aller chercher les ennemis et les rebelles dans la Germanie, et an

dela ; il falloit pafler les Alpes, on les Pyrenées, et entrer bien avant en Italie et

en Efpagne: Par confequent les expeditions durcient beaucoup plus long-tems

que fous la troifieme race, fousla quelle le royaume avoit des bornes beaucoup

¢ plos étroites.  Liv. 5- ch. 4.

ot

The wildnefs of thefe conjeftures: does not require to be pointed out minutely;
as it will appear from a comparifon of the text with this note. Yer I cenfure not
the abilities of this hiftorian. If we could reach the truth in all {ciences, we
fhould find, that it is the greateft men who have wandered oftenelt. The philo.
fopher, who [tates fentiments of his own, mult neceffarily be miftaken at times,
and is often to realon hypothetically. . The author who would cateh the gene-
ral fenfe and opinions of the world, has no title to travel cut of the right path;
and, if his errors are frequent, he deferves to be contemptible. It is not fo with
the wanderings of the inventive and reflefting mind. Thouvgh they merit not ap-
p:-"‘.)]:-'.:'.i-’_‘«.'1, 'I.|=|.::.' call for ;|'|,‘j-l1l_'-ﬂ_'. The abfurdities of the Pf"-"ﬁ"llﬂl.l are the refults

of thought and of courage ; thofe of the {hallow are the fruits of mere weaknels,

L
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¢ with the King twenty days ; and that he which holdeth his
¢ land by the fourth part of a knight's fee, ought to be with the

¢ King ten days; and {0 he that hath more, more; and he
¢ that hath lefle, lefle.” Zenures, p. 69.

In a roll, de l'off de Foix, in the year 1272, there are the
following explicit proofs of the fraltions of fees, and of the li-
mited fervice that was to be given for them.

Gaufridus de Baudreville, praefentavit fervitium fuum per x=
dies pro dimidio feodo.

Johannes Morant dicit, quod debet fervitium quarti univs mi<
litis.

Johannes de Falefia Scutifer dicit, quod tenet dimidium feo=
dum loricae, pro quo debet, ficut dicit, auxilium exercitus et cal<
vacatae quando per Normanniam levatur, aut fervitium per Xx
dies eundo et redeundo ; et fi fervitium diftorum xx dierum

captum fuerit, auxilium praedi@um non debet capi néc levari;

See Bruflel, Ujage-general des fefs, pe 174

In England, the fraltions of fiefs are to be proved by almoft
every article in the Black Book of the Excheguer, and by a mul-
titude of records in Madox ; and to thefe authorities I refer the
inquifitive reader;

(2) Du
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(2) Du Cange, voc. Membrum Loricae. Craig Jus Feudale,
lib. 1. Affifes de Jerufalem, avec des Notes, par Thaumaflicre,
P. 104

(3) Cowel, Interpretér; voe.s Fee Ferm. Spelman, voc. Feodi
Firma. Du Cange; voe. Féudi Firma.

(4) See what is faid by Mr Baron Dalrymple, in the mafterly
iketch he Lias given of the hiftory of the alienation of land, in his
comprehenfive and learned treatife concerning feudal property
in Great Britain,

(5) Littleton, Tenures, fect. gb. Daniel, Hift. de la milice
Francoife, liv. 3.

{6) In the ftritnefs of the feudal regulations, the eftate of the
vaffal might be forfeited for his negle¢t of fervice. But, in ge-
neral, it feemed equitable, that a fine only fhould punifh his dif~
obedience, Bruffel, tome 1. Affifes de Ferufalem, avec des notes
par Thaumafficre, p. 267. Etablyfemens de S. Louis, liv. 1.

In England, in the Anglo-Saxon times, the forfeitare of the
benefice or a fine, as in the other countries of Europe, was the
punifhment of the refractory vaffal. The cafe was the fame in
the Norman period of our hiftory. When the King’s fummons

aredl
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ad habendum fervitium, was iffued, it was expeted that it would
be complied with. The following fines and forfeitures for ne-

glet of fervice are from records.

¢ The Abbot of Perfhore was amerced, for not {ending his
¢ knights to ferve in the army of Camarun, as he was warned to
¢ do. William de Haftinges fined in ¢ marks, that he might
¢ have the king’s favour, becaufe he did not march at the king’s
¢ fummonce in the army of Normandy. ~William, bifhop of
¢ Winchefter, fined, or was amerced, in ¢ marks, becaufe he was
¢ not in the army of Gannok, nor had his fervice there, Mat=
¢ thew Turpin was difleifed of his land and ferjeanty in Winter-
¢ law, becaufe he was not in the king’s fervice beyond fea. Dun-
¢ can de Lafcels was diffeifed of three knight’s fees and a half,
¢ becaufe he was not with the king in his army of Scotland,
¢ with horfes and arms. Roger de Cramavill was diffeifed of
¢ his land, becaufe he did not go with the king in his voyage to
¢ Ireland. Malgar de Vavafur was diffeifed of his land, becaufe
¢ he neither went with the king into Ireland, nor made fine for
¢ the voyage.” Madox, Hifl. of the Exchequer, wol. 1. p. 662.
663. See farther Baron. Anglic. book. 1. ch. §.

(7) Littleton, tenures, fect. 95 Du Cange, Glofl, voc. Scu-

tagium,.

(8)
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(8) Daniel, Milice Frangoife, liv. 3. Du Cange, voc. Cote-
relli, Brabanciones, Brabantini, Hume, Hiit. vol. 1. p. 308.

In France, it is faid, that mercenaries were not employed in
confiderable numbers, till the reign of Philip the Auguft, In
England, it is thought, they were ficlt known under Henry IL i 1 |
From the caufes I mention, it is probable, that their ufe muft

have been familiar, and even extenfive, in both countries, in ear»

lier times,

(9) Baronia Anglica, book 1. ch. 6, Daniel, Milice Fran- i1 |
. coife, liv. 3. '

| |
| (10) ¢ The religious,” fays Madox, ©infifted that they held it il
¢ all their lands and tenements in frankalmoigne, and not by | 1
¢ knight fervice, This allegation was ufed with fuccefs by the
¢ abbot of Leycefter, the priour of Novel-lieu without Staunford, i L l
¢ and the abbot of Pippewell.” He cites the records which prove '

thefe frauds; and, in another place, appealing alfo to records, he

has thefe words. ¢ The abbot of St Auftin had a great fuceels in

¢ defrauding the king of his fervices. The abbot, it {feems, had 5
¢ been feoffed to hold by the fervice of fifteen knights. Of thefe i
¢ fifteen, he found means to conceal twelve, and anlwered to the i e

¢ king with three only.” Baron. dngl. p. 109. 114.

-
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(11) A record of Henry IIL. fays of Richard Crokel, ¢ Faciet
¢ fervitium tricefimae partis feodi j militis.” A record of - the
fame prince, fays of John Hereberd, ¢ Faciet fervitium fexagefi-
“ mae partis unius feodi.’ i, of the Exchequer, wal, 1. p.
650. 651. A variety of inftances, to the fame purpofe, are to
be collecled.

On the fuppoltion that the fraltions of a fee beyond the
eight parts, were not properly its members, the demands of fer=
vice for the thirtieth and the fixtieth parts of a fee, muft have
been encroachments and feverities, againft the ufual pracice and
ufages of fiefs. If fervice, however, was required for fuch frac-
tions, the affeflment of a_fzutage on the tenants of knight-fervice
would neceffarily fubject them in their proportion of payments.
And the difficulties attending either the exattion of thefe fer-
vices, or thefe payments, muft have been infinite.

It is to be confefled, that the giving the thirtieth or the fix-
tieth part of the fervice of forty days, which was the ufual term
of the fervice of the military tenants, has a ftrange afpeét. Per-
haps the grants I mention were not regulated by the ufual rules
which dire&ed fees. It is well known, that there were tenants
in knight-fervice who were bound to give, not the ufual fervice
of forty days, but the attendance of themfelves and their

knights, both at home and abroad, at all times, and wherever it
fhould
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{fhould be demanded, Ewen in this view, however, it is difficult
fractions of fuch fees.

But there were alfo vaffals in knight-fervice whofe ftipulated
time in the field and in expeditions was {ixty days. See Eta-
bliffemens de 8. Louis, p. 23. There might thus, by the agree-
ment of f{uperiors and tenants, be ftipulated fervices for one
hundred, two hundred, or any definite number of days whate-
ver. On this principle, it is ealy to account for the fraflions of
fees which gave fervice for the thirtieth, the fixtieth, or any fuch
proportions of a fee. In this ftate of the matter, however, the
fraions 1 {peak of in the text, though out of the common ulage

of fiefs, muft have been members of the fee.

In the courtly and agreeable introduion to the Hiftory
of Charles the Fifth, in the View of the Progrefs of Socie-
ty in Europe, from the fubverfion of the Roman Empire, to
the beginning of the fixteenth century, of which the {cheme is
{o comprehenfive, it is remarkable, that, amidlt a wide variety
of other omiflions, there is not even the {lighteft confideration
of knight-fervice, and the knight’s fee. Yet thele circumftan-
ces were of a molt powerful operation, both with refpet to go-
vernment and manners. I make not this remark to detract from
the diligence of an author whofe laborioufnels is acknowledged,
and whole total abftinence from all ideas and inventions of his
ewn, permitted him to carry an undivided attention to other

5
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men’s thoughts and fpeculations ; but that, refting on thefe pe-
culiarities, I may draw from them this general and humiliating,.
yet, 1 hope, not unufeful conclufion, that the ftudy and know-
ledge of the dark ages are flill in their infancy. Are we for
ever to revel in the {weets of antient lore? And are we never to

dig up the riches of the middle times ¢

CHAP-
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