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ChitcHsi o Pic Buedse oRoal IV

(1) MONG the difburfements from the Exchequer of

A the kings of England, there feems to have been
much for the behoof of the knights of honour, whom they re-
tained. This appears from a variety of records in Madox, and
accounts for the high charges of the fherifs for palfreys, faddles,
gilt-{purs, peacocks-crefts, {ilk toifes, robes, gloves, fleel-caps,
fwords, and lances. Hif. of the Exchequer, ch. 10.

A penfion of L, 40 per annum was given by Edward IIL to
John Atte Lee, who had been invefted with knighthood i au-
xtlium_flatus fur manutenend: ; and that Sir Nele Loring might
better maintain the honour of knighthood, he granted to him,
and his heirs male, L. 20 per annum. An annuity of forty marks
was given to Sir John Walth, by Richard IL to enable him to
fupport this dignity. And other examples to this purpofe are
to be colleted. Afbmole on the Garter, P- 34. . See farther Du
Cange, voc. Minites Regis, et Differt. 5. fur U Hiffoire de St,
Louis,
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(2) Information concerning the knights retained by the
nobles, is not to be found in that abundance which might
be expefted. In an account of the houfehold expence of
Thomas FEarl of Leicefter an. 1313, there are charged 70
pieces of blue cloth for his knights, and 28 for the efquires; 7
furs of powdered ermin, 7 hoods of purple, 395 furs of budge
for the liveries of barons, knights, and clerks s 65 faffron-co-
loured cloths for the barons and knights; and roo pieces of
green f{ilk for the knights. In this account, there is alfo a charge
of L. 623 : 15 : 5, as fees to earls, barons, knights, and efquires.
Stow, Survey of London, in Strype’s edition, vol. 1. p. 243. The
total expenditure of the Earl of Leicefler for one year, which
was 7300, is valued by Mr Anderfon, at L. 21,927 of our mo-
ney; and from the difference of living, or of the efficacy of
money, his expence is made to be equal to L. 103,633. Ander-
JSon, Hifl. of Commerce, wol. 1. p. 153. A board for the knights
was one of the eflablifhments of the fifth Earl of* Northumber-
land. Houfehold-book, p. 310. Sec farther, St Palaye, tome 3.

Po 312, 364. .

(3) ¢ In the nineteenth year of King Henry 111’ fays Madox,
¢ all the fherifs of England were commanded, by clofe writs of
¢ the great feal, to make proclamation in their refpeftive coun-
¢ ties, that all they who held of the king in chief, one knight’s
¢ fee or more, and were not yet knighted, fhould take arms and

¢ pet themfelves knighted, before the next Chriftmas, as they
¢ loved
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¢loved the tenements or fees which they held of the king.’
Baron. Angl. p. v30. Proclamations of this kind were fre-

clucnt,

(4) The writs to take knighthood exprefled often, in their bo-
foms, the fingle knight’s fee, as the eftate entitling to knight-
hood ; and they are valuable as alcertaining, at different times,
the value of the knight’s fee. Thus, there are rolls of different
dates which flate the knight’s fee at fifteen, twenty, thirty, forty,
and fifty pounds of yearly valuation. A fpecification of fuch re«
cords may be feen in dfbmole, p. 33. and Coke, 11. Iiflitute; p.
597- And, it is to be wifhed, that fome intelligent perfon, who
has accefs to the public offices;, would publifh a feries of them.
From fuch a work ingenious men might derive many advanta-

g(ﬂ&.

It is not to be conceived, that the knight’s fee which was held
of a {ubjed, could entitle to knighthood ; and yet many learned
writers have exprefled themfelves to this purpofe. "It was the
knight’s fee i capite, or of the crown. This is illufirated by the
writs of fummons to take knighthood. And, of this writ, the
record which follows, is an example, in the ufual or regular

form.

Rex Vicecomiti Norf. et Suff. falutem. Praecipimus tibi,
quod, vifis literis iftis, per totam balivam clamari facias, quod
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omnes 2/ quz de nobis tenent in CAPITE feudum unius militis, vel
plus, et milites non {unt, citra feftum natalis Domini anno regni
noftri decimo nono, arma capiant et fe milites fieri faciant, ficut
tenementa {ua quae de nobis tenent diligunt. Claw/. 1g. £ 3. m.
25. dorfo. ap, Madox, Hifl. of the Exchequer, wol. 1. p. 510,

(5) In the reign of Henry III. the honour of Dudley, and o-
ther lands of Roger de Sumery, were taken into the king’s pof-
{eflion, with all the chatels found on them ; becaule Roger did
not come to be girt with the belt of knighthood. Bar. dngl. p.
131. For the fame reafon, the fame prince feized the eftates of
Gilbert de Sampford and William de Montagu. And, in the
twentieth year of Edward L. the fherif of Kent was commiffion~
ed to feize the lands of fuch perfons as did not appear to take
knighthood, and to anfwer at the exchequer for the iffues of
them. Al of the Exchequery vol. 1. p. 510,

The neglect of the fherifs to difirain the lands of thofe who
were entitled to knighthood, and refufed it, was otten to fubject
them in amerciaments and punifhments, And, what is remark-
able, it appears that the command of the King’s writ to his of-
ficers was at times accompanied with much feverity, in cafe
they fhould be negligent of their duty, or be tempted to conni=
vance by bribes. Thisis iliuflrated by the evidence of the fol-
lowing writ to the theriff of Northamptonthire.

Rex
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Rex Vicecom. North. falutem. Praecipimus tibi quod, ficut
teiplum et omnia tua diligis, omnes'illos in baliva tua, qui habeant
viginti libratas terrae, diflringas, quod fe milites faciendos curent,
citra nativitatem San@i Johannis Baptiftae proxime futur. Sci-
turus pro certo, quod fi, pro munere, vel aliqua occafione, ali-
quam relaxationem eis feceris, vel aliquem relpeCtum dederis,
nos ita graviter ad te capiemus, quod omnibus diebus vitae {uae
te fenties efle gravatum, T. R. apud Wyndefor decimo quarto
die Aprilis. Clauf. 28, H. 3. m. 12, dorfo. ap. Afbmole, p. 33,
See allo Coke, 11. dnfl. p. 5q6.

Thus, by a firange fate, chivalry was to grow into an impo-
fition and a tax. It isa wild circumflance, and fhows the un-
fortunate counfels, and the perverfe humour of Charles I. that
this unamiable method of raifing money was revived in-his
reign. An act of tyrannical infolence was thus. founded upon
the pretext of an antient cuftom. Charles lived to abolifh the
oppreflion he had revived, and to ordain, that no perfon what-
ever fhould be compelled to take the order of kaighthood, or to
undergo any fine or trouble for not having taken it.. Stat. Cars-

L. an. 1640, cap. 20.

(6) In the reign of Henry 1IL Bartholomew Fitz-William
gave v marks to have refpite for taking knighthood ; and Tho-

mas de Moleton, and {everal others, gave fines on the {ame ac~

count, Sl of the Exch. wol. 1. p. 509 In the fame reign,
Robert
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Robert de Menevil paid ¥ marks for a refpite of knighthood for
two years; and Peter Fouden 48 fhillings and 8 pence for
the refpite of three years. And, for a fulpenfion from knight-
hood for the fame period, John de Drokensford, in the days of
Edward IIL. paid ten pounds. A/hmole, p. 33.

The refufing to take knighthood, when not punifhed by the
feizure of the land, was fubjeted to fines and amierciaments,
which feem to have been arbitrary. In the time of Edward IIL
William, the fon of Gilbert de Alton, 'paid twenty fhillings for
not appearing: and, receiving knighthood, according to the com-
mand of the King’s proclamation ;and the fine of forty fhillings
was fet upon 8imon de Bradeney, Thomas Trivet, and John de
Neirvote, - In the days of Henry IV. Thomas Pauncefoot paid
four, nobles for this negle&t or contempt.. Afbmole, p. 34.
See farther Baron. Angl. p. 131, 132, Camden, Introd, to the
Britan p. 246, 247,
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