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CHAPTER XVIF,

Of the North Part of Borneo—1Its Climate—Rivers—Harbours— Pro
duil—People called Idaan—Their Superflition—Farther deccount ofF
‘Places— Advantage of trading from Indoflan bither—.decount of the
Badjoos and tle People of Tedong.

HE climate puts me in mind of Ceylon, being, from the abun-

: 1776,
dance of woods and verdure, always cool, and not fubje& to February,

hot land winds, like the coaft of Coromandel ; nor to great heats, a5
Calcutta in Bengal. The land and fea winds are always cool ;. not
but that particular circumftances of fituation, in all countries, affect
the air, as the neighbourhood of fivamps, or the freedom of venti

lation intercepted h}' woods.

Moft of this north part of Borneo,* granted to the Englith Eaft India
Company by the Sooloos, is watered by noble rivers. Thofe that dif-
charge themfelves into Maludo Bay, are not barred : it has alfo many
commodious harbours, Sandakan, Maludo Bay, Ambong, Pulo Gaya
on the main land, and many good harbours on the iflands near it ;
two on Malwally ; two, if not more, on Banguey, one of them be-
hind the ifland Patanuan; two on Ba]ambanganj and one behind

Maleangan, near Banguey.

* See Dalrymple’s map of Felicia;

Of
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F:Ejﬂf;_ Of the two harbours on Balambangan, called the north-eaft and
=== {outh-weft, the north eaft is the larger; but on the fouth fide, where
“the Englith fettled, the ground is {wampy. At the entrance of the
5. W. harbour, is great convenience of watering. Freth water may
be conveyed into the lower deck ports of a firft rate, lying in five fa-
thom, by means of a hofe from a rivulet clofe by. Here alfo the foil
is rich and froitful: at the N. E. harbour, it is fandy and barren.

Round the ifland, quantities of fith may be caught.

On the main land of Borneo, oppofite Balambangan, and to the
illand Banguey, grow forelts of fine tall timber, without underwood,
Freeftone may be had in abundance. Here are large cattle called Li-
fang: flocks of deer and wild hogs feed on fpacious phins, in no
fear of the tiger, as on the ifland Sumatra. The country produces all
the tropical fruits in proportion, with' many known in few places
but Sooloo; fuch as the madang, like a great cuftard apple, and the
balono, like a large mango. In this north part of Borneo, is the high
mountain of Keeneebaloo, near which, and upon the fkirts of it, live
the people called Oran Idaan or Idahan, and fometimes Maroots. The
mountain is, in old maps, named St. Peter’s Mount, and is fat atop.

I have converfed with many Sooloos concerning the Idaan, and with
many of them who underftand Malay, They believe the deity pleafed
with human vi&ims. An Idaan or Maroot muft, for once at leaft,
in his life, have imbrued his hands in a fellow creature’s blood; the
rich are faid to do it often, adorning their houfes with fculls and teeth, to
fhow how much they have honoured their author, and laboured to avert

his
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his chaftifement. Several in low circumftances will club to buy a
Bifayan Chriftian flave, or any one that is to be fold cheap; that all
may partake the benefit of the execution. So at Kalagan, on Min-
dano, as Rajah Moodo informed me, when the god of the mountain
gives no brimftone, they facrifice fome old flave, to appeafe the wrath
of the deity, Some alfo believe, thofe they kill in this world, are to
ferve them in the next, as Mr. Dalrymple obferves. They are ac-
quainted with a fubtle poifon called Ippoo, the juice of a tree, in
which they dip fmall darts. Thefe they thoot through a hollow piece
of wood, which the Sooloos call ampit ; whence is faid to ifluc inftant

death, to whoever is wounded by them.

The author of the Origin and Progre(s of Defpotifm, a book tran{-
lated from the French, fays, (p. 121.) * Perhaps moft nations in the
¢ world have originally delighted in this horrible parade of human
“ yitims, and this would never have been fuffered, if they had
““ not been previoufly habituated to blood, by the frequent facri-
“ fice of animals. The blafphemous notion, that the deity can de-
¢¢ light in blood, being once eftablifhed, the next blow was to ftrike
¢ the pr’lumy knife into the throats of men, and let loofe that purple
“ torrent, which, according to their hellith doctrine, was the moit

¢ yaluable, and the moit pleafing in his eyes.” He then fiys, ¢ How

¢ bleft are we Chriftians, in the myfterions dotrine, that the bload of

Jefus Chrift {hall prove a {ufficient f{acrifice for the fins of mankind!”

The Idaan pen hogs, and eat pork. They carry their rice, fruits,
&c. to the fea fide, and buy falt from the Badjoos, who make it often
in this manner, They gather fea weeds, burn them, make a lye of

afhes, filter it, acd form a bitter kind of falc in fquare pieces, by
Bbb boiling
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boiling it in pans made of the bark of the aneebong. Thefe pieces of
falt are carried to market, whither both the Idaan and muflulmen refort;

and pafs as a currency for maney.

The places granted to the Englifh, fouth of Pirate’s point, are named
Pandaffan, Tampaflook, Abia, Ambong, Salaman, Tawarran, Inanan,
and Patatan, as far as Keemanees. In this extent of coaft are two
pood harbours, Ambong, and behind Pulo Gaya, of which hereafter.
This coaft is better inhabited than that eaft of Pirate’s point, ex-
tending a little beyond the fpacious harbour of Sandakan, to Towfon
Abia, where the grant terminates. The latter is moftly low land, and
the inhabitants live up the rivers a good way ; whereas, on the former
part of the grant, the coaft is fomewhat higher, and ichabited clofe
to the fea.

The Mahometans live moftly by the fea fide, at the mouths of rivers ;
and preclude, as much as they can, Europeans from having intercuﬁrff:
with the Idaan and Maroots : but, at Balambangan, and on the ifland
Labuan, near Borneo, the Idaan in their boats, brought hogs, fruits,
8c. and were glad to fee the Englifh eat pork like themfelves, The
north part of Borneo is faid to have been once under the dominion of

China.

Mr. Dalrymple, in his plan for fettling Balambangan, gives a very
particular and juft account of this country, which he calls Felicia ; and
adds, that the Idaan, if well ufed, would flock from every quarter, to
whoever fhould fettle there, This I firmly believe, with that judicious,
and inquifitive gentlemam. I have feen many of them, not only at Ba-

lambangan,
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lambangan, but on the coaft of Borneo, and have converfed with feveral
in Malay ;—what the fame obferver fays, about their refpe&ing the
Mahometans, is alfo ftrictly true. They confider the Mahometans as
Laving a religion, which they have not yet got: and I am of opinion,
from the moral chara@er which they deferve, not only that his {fcheme
of civilizing them could be carried into effect, but that our religion
could be eafily introduced among them. The horrid cuflom already
mentioned, paves the way: the tranfition hinted by the author of the
origin of defpotifm, fufficiently points it out. .The Idahan punith
murder, theft, and adultery, with death; and take but one wife. Had
our fettling in this quarter fucceeded, in them would have been a vait
acquifition of people to furnith us with pepper, and rough materials
for exportation, from their many rivers ; befide the precious articles of
gold and diamonds; and the great benefit a free trade, from Indoftan
hither, would bring to Bengal and Bombay. A race of Lalcars
(l'ailars} might be brought up in it, which would employ many vefiels,
as the commmodities are bulky, that return the falt and calicos of
Indoftan. Thefe Lafcars, mixed with an equal number of Englifh
failors, would fight a thip well ; as has been often experienced in In-
dia, efpecially on the coaft of Malabar. Ancther advantage would
have attended our fettling in this quarter : the quick intercourfe with
Cochin-China, and other places on the we(t coaft of the China feas.
To fail thither, from any place already mentioned, ot from Balamban-
gan, and to return, the courfe being nearly N. W. or S. E. either
monfoon is a fair wind upon the beam ; and Cochin-China would take
off, not only many woollens, but many Indoftan cottons, particularly

Bengal Muflins; as I learnt from a very intelligent Chinefe at Balam-

bangan, who {poke gaod Malay.
Bbbaz The
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A VIO Y ANGYE
The Badjoo people, called Oran Badjoo, are a kind of itinerant fither-

men, faid to come originally from Johore, at the eaft entrance of the
ftraits of Malacca. They live chiefly in fmall covered boats, on the
coafts of Borneo and Celebes, and adjacent iffands. Others dwell clofe
to the fea, on thofe iflands, their houfes being raifed on pofts, a
little diftance into the fea, always at the mouths of rivers. They are

Mahometans,

At Paflir’s river's mouth, are many of thofe Badjoos, who employ
themfelves chiefly in catching with hand nets, which they pulh through
the mud, {mall thrimps. Thefe well wathed in fea water, they expofe
to a hot fun. They then beat them in a mortar, into a kind of paite
with a ftrong {mell, called blatchong, much in requeft all over Indi.
The Badjoos of Borneo al{o make falt.

Thefe laft Badjoos may be called fixt or ftationary, compared with
thofe who live always in their boats, and who, as the monfoon fhifts
on the iflands Borneo and Celebes, fhift, or move always to leeward,
for the fake of fine weather, as the Tartars in Afia {hift their tents for

the fake of enjoying perpetual fummer,

In their original country, Johore, where it would feem an old me-
thod to live in boats ; it is faid, that on a certain feftival, they crouded
in numbers, and made faft their boats, aftern of the veflel, in which
was their prince; it being their cuftom at certain feafons to do fo:
but, a ftorm arifing from the land, they were driven acrofs the fouthern
part of the China fea, to the coaft of Borneo; and of this they cele-
brate the anniverfary, by bathing in the fea on an annual day.

They
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They have a language of their own, but no written charaéter; and
many Badjoos are fettled on the N. W. coaft of Borneo, where they
not only fith, but make falt; and trade in fmall boats along the coaft,

At Macaffar live many Dadjoos, chiefly on the water in covered
boats, and fhift their. fituation 'with the monfoon, but confider Ma-

caflar as their honye.

When [ went in 1773 from Paffir, to vifit the little Paternofters

that lic mid way between Borneo and Celebes, I found many Badjoo

boats,. about five or fix tons burden ;. all of them having the tripod
maft, and lyre tanjong. Several had women and children on board.
They lay at anchor, fithing for f{wallo, or fea flug, in feven or eight
fathom water. They fee the fwallo in clear water, and firike it as
it lies on the ground, with an inftrument, confifting” of four bearded
iron prongs, fixed along an almoft cylindrical ftone, rather fmaller at
one end than the other, about eighteen inches long. They always fix
an iron fhot at the end of the ftone, next the point of the irons.

They alfo dive for fwallo, the beft being got in deep water.

The black fwallo is reputed the beft; but, I have feen fome of a
light colour, found only in deep water, which I was aflured to be of
more value in China than the black ; and fold even for forty dollars a
pecul. The pieces arc much larger than are generally thofe of the
black fwallo, fome of them weighing half a pound. The white
{wallo is the worft, eafily got in fhoal water, and on the dry fand,

among coral rocks at low water. Itsvalue is about four or five dollars

a pﬂcul.

Thofe
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Thofe Badjoos [ettled on the N, W, coaft of Borneo, necar rivers
mouths, ufed to fupply us at Balambangan, with rice, fowls, and other
provifions.

On the N. E. part of Borneo, isa favage piratical people, called
Oran Tedong, or Tircon, who live far up certain rivers. The Sco-
loos have lately fubdued them, by getting the Rajah (or chief) into
their power. * Thefe Oran Tedong fit out veflels large and fmall,
and cruife among the Philippine iflands, as has been formerly faid. -
They alfo cruife from their own country, weit to Pirate’s point, and
down the coaft of Borneo, as far as the ifland Labuan. After an
excurfion I once made from Balambangan to Patatan, a little beyond
the ifland Pulo Gaya; en my return, I put into a fmall bay, eaft
of Pirate’s point, almoft oppofite Balambangan. There appeared nine
Tedong-pirates, in veflels of {mall fize, about that of London wher-
ries below bridge. Several Badjoo boats being in the bay at the fame
time, the people laid the boats clofc to the thore, landed, and clapt
on their (Ranty) iron-ring jackets for defence. The pirates kept in
aregular line, put about, and ftretched off altogether, not choofing to

land, Had 1 been alone in the bay, I might have fallen into their hands.

The Oran Tedong live very hard on their cruifes, their provifions
fometimes being raw fago flour, They have often no attop or covering ;
nay, fometimes as the Svoloos have told me, they go, efpecially if it
rains, ftark naked. The Moors of Magindano, and the Illanocs, alfo
Moors, defpife thefe people. When they meet, however, in roads and

harbours among the Philippines, where the common prey is, they do

* Sec page 315. 1 Page 16.

not
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5
not moleft one another. I have been told, that the Oran Tedong will, 1_3;?'5-

: ; ; g ) ebruary.
in certain cafes, eat human fleth. If this be true, it can only be like ‘e
the Battas on Sumatra, in a frantic fit of refentment. ‘That the Battas

do fo, I am too well affured.

Their boats are fometimes fmall, and made of thin planks, fewed to-
gether. I have heard of fome fuch, oncefhut up in a bay by a Spa-
nifh cruifer : they took their boats to pieces, and carried them away

over land.

(I AT TR R

-

The Oran Tedong make a great deal of granulated fago, which they
fell to the Sooloos very cheap; perhaps at one dollar a pecul, The
Sooloos, as bas been faid, fell this again to the China Junks,

Y

Before I leave this people, I muft mention, with whatever reluctance,
cne thing faid of them, that fpeaks the barbarity of thofe who have
had no revealed religion, Jewilh or Chriftian, Mahometan or Jentoo.
When the Oran Tedong get into their hands many prifoners, to fecure
themfelves, they will lame fome of the ftouteft; nay leave them, on
perhaps alittle fandy ifland, (of which are many in the Sooloo archipe-
lago, and among the Philippines) till they be at leifure to fetch them.
Nor do they ftick at breaking the limbs of theic captives, in cowardly
fear of their own. So juftly do the Moors defpife them for Barbarians.

CHAP.
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