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PRESENT KING OF SPAIN. %

his day I have feen the King; and I muft fay that
a prominent nofe, a Eiercing eye, and a ferene
countenance, make him look much better than his coin
reprefents him. I ‘have {een feveral portraits of him,
even oneby his favorite Mengs: but neither Mengs, nor -
any other painter, had given me a true idea of his face,
which is pleafing, though madeup of irregular features.
As to his perfon, itis of a good fize, and his walk quite
Bourbonian ; that i§, ere¢t and fteady. He appears to be
robuft; and T am told that he has a great deal of bodily
ftrength. His complexion is quite fun-burnt, which 1s
undoubtedly the confequence of his paffion of the chace.
In this refpect he is a true Meleager.  No degree of heat
or cold can keep him from this exercife. You may pof-
fibly think it worth the while toread an account of the
life he leads; and here it is, as I.had it from people
who have been daily witnefles of it for many years.
Every day inthe year he gers up about fix, and exaétly
at feven comes out of his bed-room in his night-gown.

‘He finds waiting in the anti-chamber'a Gentil-hombre de

Camera, 2 Mayovdomo de Semana, 2 phifician, afurgeon,
and {everal other attendants, with whom he interchanges
words while drefling. - The Getilhombre, kneeling on
one knee, prefents a difh of chocolate, which the Kin

“drinks almoft cold. He then difmifies fome of them with

a nod, enters his private chapel, and hears 2 mafs: then
retires to a clofet, to which ne body is ever admitred,
and there reads or writes, efpecially on thofe days that

he does not intend to go a hunring in the morning.
About eleven he comes out of the clofer to meet the
whole royal family. They all kifs his hand, or offer to
do it, lowering a knee. He embraces them all, kiffing the
Princes at the cheek, and the Princefles on the forehead.
The royal family withdraw after a little chit-chat,
and he gives a momentary audience to his confeffor:
then fpeaks to thofe minifters of ftate, who have ady
bufinefs to communicate, or paper to fign. « Then the
Family

*). Baretti’s Journey from London to Genoa, throngh England, Portu-
gal, Spain and France. - London 1770. 8.



< PRESENT KING OF SPAIN. . .53

Family Ambaffadors come in: that is, the French and
theNeapolitan. With themthe King interchianges words
for a quarter of an hour; feldom more. Juft againft the
time 'ﬂmt he is going to dine, the other Ambaffadors
and foreign Minifters come in.  Exactly at rwelve he
fits down to table, quite alone now as his queen s dead.
The Ambaffadors and foreign Minifters, his own Mini-
ftets of State, the greatofficers of his army, ana feveral
other great perfonages, pay their courtwhile he falls to
eating, and all thofe . whom the guards have permitted
to getin, croud round the table to fee him dine. The
Cardinal-patriarch of the Indies fays grace, not asCar-
dinal or Patriarch, but as his chief Chaplain.

. The ceremony of the table is this. : The Mayordomo
Mayor ftands on the King’s right hand, and a captain
of his body-guards on his left. One of the weekly
Mayordomos, two Gentilliombres de Camera, and a
croud of pages and {ervants attend promifcuonfly. One
of the two Gentilhombres carves, the other gives him |
drink, The difhes, all covered, arc brought in one bK
one;in an uninterrupted fucce(lion by pages, and eac
difh:is put into the hands of the carving Gentilhombre,
who takesitwith one hand, uncovers, it with the other,
and prefents it to the King.: The King gives a nod of
approbation or difapprobation at every dith. ~ Thofe
that are approved, the Genrithombre places upon the
Table: the reft are carried back. Many however are
the dithes approved, swhich ftill are not touched, as the
King eats only of the plaineft, and always with a good
appetite.” _ .

The Gentilhombre who gives him drink, pours firft

a few drops of wine and water in a filver-{alver that
has a beak, and drinks that himfelf; then kneels on
one knee, and pours of both to the King, firlt the water,
then the wine, which is always Burgundy.

“ When the King has drank his ficlt glafs, the Ambaffa-
dors and foreign Minuiters, who ftood the:while and
all in a row on the King’s right hand, make their bows,
and go to pay their refpects to the reft of the royal fa-
mily that are all at their dinners, each in his or her
own appartment,. the Prince of Afturias alone, Don
Luis alone,. the Infanta alone, and the two younger
Infantes together. All thefe tables are fumptuous.
 Near a2 hundred difhes are generally ferved.to the
King, of which about forty are laid spon the table.
s D3 : When
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When they are removed, an ample defert ficceeds: but
he feldom taftes of it; except fometimes 2 little bit of
cheefe and fome fruit. The laft thing that is prefented
is a lg}la!’s of canary-wine with a fiveet bifcuit. He breaks
the bifcuit in two, fteeps it in the wine and eats is, but
never drinks the wine.

A moment before he rifes. from table, which lafts near
an hour, the Ambafladors and foreign Minifters return,
paf: before him, and go into an adjoining room, where
they wait for his coming. With them he converfes
about half an hour upon indifferent matters.

He then re-enters his private apartment to put on his
huntingdrefs; that is a grey frock of coarfe cloth, made
at Segovia on purpofe for him, and a leather waiftcoat.
The leather breeches he always puts on when he gets
from bed, efpecially on thofe days that he intends to

o a hunting. Light boots, a hat flapp’d before, and -
trong leather gloves complete his drefs. 'While the
boots are putting on, the Somelier de Corps (Duke of
Lofada) gives him a difh of Coffec. Between one and
two he fteps into his coach drawn by fix or eight mules;
and away with his brother Don Luis the mules gallop-
ing ventre & terve. Half a dozen of his body-guards
precede the coach on horle-back, and three footmen
ride behind it. , ‘ ik :

No bad weather, as I faid, s ever an obftacle to his
going out on hufiting-days, not even a ftorm of hail ac-
companied by thunder and lightning. Don Luis, who
_is his conftant attendant in the coach, is the only perfon
allowed to fire at the game on thefe daily huntings.
But on folemn huntings fome of the grandees who wait
on him at the chace, are granted the fame privilege.
However of late the folemn huntings are become rare,
becaufe the expence of them was found too great.

A little afrer fun-fet he generally comesback, carrying
as much of the feather-game in*his hands as hecan hold.
As to'the quadrupeds he has killed, fich as ftags, deer,
wild-boars; wolves, foxes &c. they are brought to the
palace in carts. He furveys the whole, orders it to be
weighed in his prefence, and rejoices when there is'much,
moft particularly when he has killed a wolf or ¢wo:
¥t is biic feldom that he takes the Prince of Afturias'to
hunt with him. o LR

When the game is weighed and ordered to the kitchen, -
 he goes vo pay-a fhort vific to'the-Queen-Mather ; ther

- gives/
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ives a private audience to that Minifter, whofe day it
ﬁappens to be, as each of them has his fixed day of pri-
vate audience. The Minifter brings his papers in a bag,
and offers to his infpection thofe that are to the purpofe
of his errand. If the Minifter’s bufines leaves him any
time, he plays at Reverfino (2 game at cards {o called)
- with three of hiscourtiers, generally the Duke deLofada
Sommelier de Corps, Duke & Arcos. Capitan de la Coni-

ania. E[pannola, and another Grandee whofe name I
ﬁa\fc forgotten. He meyer plays for any thing, having
recourfe to this expedient merely t6 confume. a quarter
of an hour, or half an hour that he muft wait for his
fupper. At nine he fits down to it, attended only: by
his courtiers: then goes to bed, to getup again fiextday
to the fame round of occupations, and with the fame
fcrupulous nicety of method in the diftribution of them,
feldom or never to be altered, except on poft-days;y
when, inftead of going to hunt, he paffes fome more
time, both morning and afternoon, in the private clofer,
writing to his fon atNaples, to his brother atParma, to
his fifters in Turin and'Lifbon, and very often likewife
to Marquis Tanucci and to the Prince of Santo Nicandro,
the firft of whom he has made chief Minifter; and the
fecond Ayo. or governour, to his Sicilian Majefty.

If on poft-days he has any time left, it is employed
in hislaboratory; that is, inthe completeft turner’s {hop
that ever exifted. He is a moft expert turner, and works
toys to perfeftion. The fhop contains many turning
engines of rare invention, fome of which were prefents
from the King of France, and fome contrived by Count
Zazzola, one of the greateft mechanifts of the age. By
him his Majefty is atrended when working in the labo-
ratory. :

As to his perfonal chara&er, he was certainly a good -
hufband when hisQueen was alive. .. Never once did he
fiwerve from conjugal fidelity, nor ever had any miftrefs

ublic or private. His brothers were always his beft
-Friends and moft familiar companions; and as to his
childrenthere is noneed of faying that he always proved
a kind father. He is rather aneafy, than an affeétionate
mafter, never defcending to great familiaricy with his
fervants, yet always fatisfy’d wich whatthey do. They
fay that he never betrayed any great love to any body
out of his own family, no.more than hatred. It hap-
pened once, that he deteéted one of his moft familiar
D g ; demeftics
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domeftics in aLye, and forbad him his prefence, but ftil}
continued him his falary. His converfation is generally
chearful, bur always as chafte as his condué. He re-
pofes much confidence in his chief Minifters, efpecially
Marquis Squillace, who has found the means of pre-
poﬂ’c‘:{iﬁng him in favour of his own abilities; yet neither
Squillace, nor any body elfe, was ever a favourite,
when by a favourite we mean a man admitted by 2
Sovereign to the clofeft intimacy of friendfhip.

The King ufes every body with a fort of condeften-
fion that may be called civility, which impreffes his
fervants with-a ftrong fenfe of real refpe&, independent
of his Kingfhip, as the rigidity of his morals gives them
no room for tLe leaft contempt. His method of {pend-
ing time, fo unalterably regular, may appear fomewhat
dull: bur is certainly laudable, and it 1s quite neceflary
that a King fhould have his Minifters and his fervants
exactly apprifed of the hours, and even the minutes,

that they are to approach him for the difpatch of bufi~

nefs in their refpective ftations and employments.
Every body ‘here agrees, that his Majefty is far from
wanting knowledge of men or things. He hasread
much, and never paffes a day without looking into a
book.” Befides his native tongue, he fpeaks Italian and

Erench with the greateflt fluency and propriety, nor is.

he ignorant of the Latin. - They fay, that he knows his
own as well as other Princes intereft full as well as any
of his Minifters, and does not fpare any expence to be
early informed of whatever pafles in Europe and out of
Europe that may affect him any way.

Since he came to this throne, he never would {uffer
any Italian opera to be performed either at Madrid or
Aranjuez, as was pra&tifed in the former reign.

His Majefty, befides retrenching this abfiird Article of
expence, has leflened that of his ftables, fo that he has

much reduced the vaft debt with swhich he found him-

felf encumbered, by which means, if not interrupted by
war, I fuppofe the whole will be difcharged in about
20 Years. - He vifits the Queen-Mother every day, and
treats her with the profoundeft refpect. ; '
On every gala-day his Majefty puts on a niew fuit, and
asrich as art can make it: but all his fine cloaths are
conftantly made after the fame fafhion that wasiiféd in
his younger years, and he always appears impatient to
undrefs, being never eafy, until he refiumes his grey
- : : frock

-
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frock and leather waiftcoat. Hewas always an enemy
to all fort of innovation, and (o fteady in uniformity,
that he wore for above twenty years a filver watch.
His Queen infifted often upon his changing it for a
better, but to no purpofe. Yet to get rid or her im-
portunity and inceffant jokes, refolved at laft to have a
gold-cafe to it, which he made himfelf on the lathe.

When he refolved to give the kingdom of Naples to
his fon, every body expeéted that he would fend to
Spain all the antique monuments that had been dugout
of Herculaneum. But little did they know him thatg
formed fuch conjeétures, as on the fame day that he
crowned that fon, he went to the place w here thofe
monuments were depofited, and. there left a ring he had
worn many years, which had ‘been found in thof¢ ruins,
faying, that he had no right to any thing that belonged
to another Monarch.

The place where the King hunts is called the Pardo;
the fituation is very. romantic, having an eafy hill on
one fide, and an extenfive foreft all round;: the trees are
chiefly green oaks, and their fiveet acorns afford plenty
of food to the innumerable animals that live i it.
When the King is there, the heighbouring peafants get
up before day, at the ringing of their church bells, and
men, women and children, ran about the country, hoot-
ing and beating the bufhes, in order to fright the game
towards the Pardo, that the King may have plenty, for
which each of them is paid two reals, about eleven-
pence fterling, a day. It is faid that the King can hit
the fimalleft bird on the wing with a fingle ball.

An authentic Narrazive of the Death
of :
MARK ANTHONY CALAS,

and
of the Trial and Execution of his Father,

JOHN CALAS,
for the fuppofed Murder of his Son.

, .70!1?3 Calas was a merchant of the city of Touloufe;
o/ Where he had been fettled, and lived in good repute,

torry years: He married an Englifh woman of French
D5 extraction
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