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PRESENT. KING OF SPAIN. 5

frock and leather waiftcoat. Hewas always an enemy
to all fort of innovation, and (o fteady in uniformity,
that he wore for above twenty years a filver watch.
His Queen infifted often upon his changing it for a
better, but to no purpofe. Yet to get rid or her im-
portunity and inceffant jokes, refolved at laft to have a
gold-cafe to it, which he made himfelf on the lathe.

When he refolved to give the kingdom of Naples to
his fon, every body expeéted that he would fend to
Spain all the antique monuments that had been dugout
of Herculaneum. But little did they know him thatg
formed fuch conjeétures, as on the fame day that he
crowned that fon, he went to the place w here thofe
monuments were depofited, and. there left a ring he had
worn many years, which had ‘been found in thof¢ ruins,
faying, that he had no right to any thing that belonged
to another Monarch.

The place where the King hunts is called the Pardo;
the fituation is very. romantic, having an eafy hill on
one fide, and an extenfive foreft all round;: the trees are
chiefly green oaks, and their fiveet acorns afford plenty
of food to the innumerable animals that live i it.
When the King is there, the heighbouring peafants get
up before day, at the ringing of their church bells, and
men, women and children, ran about the country, hoot-
ing and beating the bufhes, in order to fright the game
towards the Pardo, that the King may have plenty, for
which each of them is paid two reals, about eleven-
pence fterling, a day. It is faid that the King can hit
the fimalleft bird on the wing with a fingle ball.

An authentic Narrazive of the Death
of :
MARK ANTHONY CALAS,

and
of the Trial and Execution of his Father,

JOHN CALAS,
for the fuppofed Murder of his Son.

, .70!1?3 Calas was a merchant of the city of Touloufe;
o/ Where he had been fettled, and lived in good repute,

torry years: He married an Englifh woman of French
D5 extraction




58 AN AUTHENTIC NARRATIVE

extraction, her grand-mother being of the family of
Garde- Montesquieu, and related to the chief nobleffe of
Languedoc.

Calas and his wife were Proteftants, and had five fons;
whom they educated in the fame religion: But Lewis,
one of the fons, fome time fince became a Roman Ca-~
tholic; his father’s maid-fervant, a religious Catholic,
who had lived thirty years in the family, having greatly
contributed to his converiion; but the father Wwas fo far
from exprefling any refentment or ill-will on the occa-
fion, that he fettled an annuity upon Lewis, and ftill
kept the maid in his family.

In Offober 1761, the family feems to have confifted
i of the father Fohn Calas and his wife, one woman fer-
* vant,  Mark Anthony Calas the eldeft fon, and Peter

Culas, the fecond fon. Mark Antony had been educated

as a fcholar, with a view to his becoming an advocate -

! or counfellor at law; but hewas not able to get himfelf
admicted as a licentiate, becaufe he muft eicher have
performed fome acts, which, as a Proteftant, he could
not have performed: or have purchafed ceruficates,
which he either thought unlawful, or found too ex-
Eeniive. He could not follow the bufinefs of a merchant,
1 ecaufe he was not qualified for it by hiseducation, nor
g his turn of mind; he therefore became difcontented and
melancholy, and endeavored to diffipate the gloom of
his mind z}r playing at billiards, and other expenfive
pleafures, of which his father often exprefled his dif-
approbation with fome warmth, and once threatened,
that if he did not alter his condué, he would turn him
out of doors; or expreffed himfelf in words to that
effe®. The young man’s difcontéent and melancholy
i | ftill increafed, and he feems to. have entertained thoughts

e 1 of putting an end to his life, as he was continually fe-
| - letting and reading paflages from Plutarch, Seneca, Von-

g taigne, and many Otger authors on fuicide, and could fay

by heart a French tranflation of the celebrated foliloquy

in Hamlet, which 'he frequently repeated, with {fome

paflages from a French Tragy-Comedy, called Sidney,
to the fame effect. ' .

On the 13th of O&ober 1761, M. Gober la Vaifle, a
| young gentleman about nineteen years of age, the fon
of La-Vaiffe, a celebrated advocate of Touloufe, having'
been fome time at Bourdeaux, came back to Touloufe,

to fee hisfather; but finding that his father was gone i‘f_'
| _ . : 15

A e

F3
S e s

* e

——— +a T —
S i S i o

e —

A T T e T

e o T —

T —

.--_..—..—._-....'.__."._.','_ —




OF THE DEATH OF MARK ANTH. CALAS 359

his”country houfe, at fome diftance from the city, he
avent to feveral places, endeavouring to hire a horfe to
carry him<thither. No horfe, however, was to be
hired; and about five- o’clock in the evening he was
met by Sohn Calas, the father, and the eldeft fon Mark
Anthony, who was his friend. Calas, the father, invited
“him to fupper, as he could not fec out for his father’s
that night, and La 7aiffe confented. All three theretore
proceeged to Calas’s houfe together, and when they
came thither, finding that Mrs. Calas was ftill in her
own room, which fthe had not quitted thatday, La
Vaiffe went up to fee her. After the firft compliments,
he told her, he was to fup with her by her hufband’s
invitation; fhe exprefled her fatisfaiion, and a few
minutes afterwards left him, to give fome orders to her
maid:  “When that was done, we went to look for her
fon Anthony, swhom fhe found ficting alone in the {hop,
very penfive; {he gave him fome money, and defired
him to go and buy fome Roquefort cheefe, he being al-
ways the market man for cheefe, as heknew how to
buy it better than any other of the family. :

She then returned to her gueft La Vaiffe, who very
{oon after went again to the livery-ftable, to fee if any
horfe was come 1n, that'he might fecure it for the next
morning.

In a thort time Anthony returned, having bought the
cheefe, and La Paiffe alfo coming back about the fame
time, the family and their gueft fat down to fupper in
a room up one pair of ftairs, the whole company con-
fifting of Calas the father and his wife, Anthony and
PeterCalas, the fons, and La 7aiffe the gueft, no other
_ﬂer[‘on being'in the houfe, except the maid-fervant, whe

as been already mentioned.

It was now about feven o’clock; the fupper was not
. long; bur before it was over, or, according to the French
expreflion, when they came to the defert, Anthony left the
table, and went into the kitchen, which was on the
fame floor, as he ufed to do; the maid atked himif he
was a-cold; he anfkvered, ‘Quite the contrary; T burn;
and ‘then left her.  Inthe mean time his friend and the
family left the room they had fupped in, and went into
a bed-chamber: the father andM." La 7iffe fat down
together on a fofa; the younger fon Peter in an elbow-
€hair, and the mother in another chair; and without
making any enquiry afser Anthony, continued: in con-

L& deiy s s« ¢ o byerfation
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60 AN AUTHENTIC NARRATIVE

verfation together till between nine and ten o’clock,
when La Vaiffe took his leave, and' Peter, who had
fallen afleep, was awaked to attend him with.a light. *)
On the ground floor of Calas’s houfe was a {hop and
a warchoufe; the warehoule was divided from the
{hop by a pair of folding doors:: When Peier Calas
and: La Vaiffa came down ftairs into the {hop, they
were extremely {thocked to fee Anthony hanging in his
fhirt, from a bar which he had laid acrofs the top of
the two folding doors, having half opened them. for
that purpofe. Upon difcovery of this horrid fpeétacle,
they {hricked out, and the cry brought down Calas the
father, the mother being feized with fuch a terror as
kept her trembling in the paflage above.  The unhappy
old man rufhed forward, and taking the body in his
arms, the bar to which the rope that fufpended him
was faftened, flipped off from the folding doors of the
warehoufe, and tell down: Having placed the body on
the ground, he loofed and took off the cord in anagony
of grief and anguilh not to be exprefled, weeping,
trembling, andideploring himfelf and his child. - The
two young men, his fecond fon and La Faiffe, who had
not had prefence of mind enough to attempt raking
down the body, were: ftanding by, ftupid with amaze-
mentand horror; in the mean time the mother, hearing
the confufed criesand.complaints of her hufband, and
finding no-body come.to her, found means to get do wn
ftairs. - At the bottom dhe found La /aiffe, and haftily
and eagerly demanded what was the matter; this que-
ftion rouzed him 1n a moment, and inftead of an{sverin
her, he urged her to go again up ftairs, to which, wit)%
much reluctance {he coniented; but the conflict of her
i : ~mind

) This little narrative contains a picture of domeftic life, which muft
" be altogether new to an Englifh reader. ‘A merchant who had
bred his eldeft fon a*f{cholay, in orderto have him called to the
bar, fends ‘this {on out to ‘buy cheeéfe, having only ‘one’ feryant in
the family, who, ‘aftet preparing the’ fipper, fers in upon’the table
at feven o’clock , and leaves the campany to wait upon themf{clves:
*This fupper , however, ;shad what, they call a.defert, but before it
is.over, Authony, the eldeft fon, the pacticular friend of the guelt,
leaves. the table, and goes into the Kitchen ; no enquiryswas made
about him, though the company contiiued together above two
hours afterwards ; they {penttheir evening in a bedchamber,” having
left ‘the eating room with the table ftill covered ; as'foon as they
had fuppeds fon Peter goes to {leep; and is'not difturbed till he'is
wvanted to wait upon the gueft with a light.



OF THE DEATH OF MARK ANTH. CALAS. 61

mind being fuch as could not be long borne, fhe fene
down the 'maid, Fannet, to fee what was the matter
when the maid difcovered what had happened, {he con-
tinued below, ¢éither fhe feared to carry an account of
it to her miftrefs; or becaufe the bufied herfelf in doing
fome good office to her mafter, who was ftill embracing
the body of his fen, and bathing it in his tears. The
mothér therefore, being thus lefc alone, went down,
and mixed inthe fcene, that has been already defcribed,
with fuch emotions as it would naturally produce. - In
the mean time, Peter had been {ent for Lo Moire, a fur-
geon in the neighbourhood; La Moire was not athome,
but his apprentice, M. Groffe; came inftantly. Upon
examination, he found the body quite dead; and upon
taking off the neckcloth; which was of black taffery,
he faw the mark of the cord, and immediately pro-
nounced, that the deceafed had been firangled. This
particular had not been told; for the poor old man,
when Peter was going for La Moire, cried out, “Save
at leaft the honour of my family; do not go and fpread
a report that yourbrother has made away with himfelt.,,
By this time a croud of people was gathered about
the door, and one Cafing, with another friend or two
of the family were come in; fome of thofe who were in
the ftreet had heard the cries and exclamations of the
father, the mother, the brother and his friend, before
they knew what was the matter; and having by fome-
means learnt that Anthony Calas was fuddenly dead,
ard that the furgeon who ﬁad examined the body, de-
clared he had been ftrangled, they took it into their
heads that he had been murdered; and as his family
were Proteftants; they prefently fuppofed that the young
man was about to abjure their religion, and had been
put to death for that reafon. The criesthey had heard,
they fancied were thofe of the deceafed, while he was
refifting the violence that was offered him. The tumulc
in the ftreet increafed every moment; fome ‘faid 'that
Anthony Calas was to have abjured. the: next day;
others, that Proteftants are bound by their religion to
ftrangle or ciir the throats of their children,- swhen they
are inclined to become Catholics.. Others, ~xwho had
found out that La Vaiffe was in the houfe when the
accident happened, very confidently affirmed, that the
Proteftants, at their laft afflembly, appointed a perfon to
“ be théwr common executioner-on, thefe occalions) ;i._ln,i
that
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62 AN AUTHENTIC NARRATIVE

that La Vaiffz was the man, who, in confequence of the
office to which he had been appointed; had come to
Calas’s to hang his fon. S

The poor father, therefore, who was overwhelmed
with grief for the lofs of his child, was advifed by his
friends to fend for the officers of juftice, to prevent his
being torn to pieces for having murdered him.

This was accordingly done: One was difpatched to
the Capitoul, one David, the firft magiftrate of the po-
lice, or principal civil magiftrate of the place; and an-
other to an inferior officer, called an affeflor. The Ca-
pitoul was already fet out, baving been alarmed by the
rumour of a murder, before the mefienger fent from
Calas’s got to his houfe. He entered the houfe with 40
foldiers , took the father, Pefer the fon, the mother, La
Vaiffe, aud the maid, all into cuftody, and fet a guard
over them : He fent for M. de la Tour, a phyfician, and
M. Lo Margue and. Pervonet, furgeons, who examined
the body for marks of Violence, but found none except
the mark of the ligature on the neck; they found alfo
the hair of the deceafed done up in the ufual manner,
perfedtly {inooth, and without the leaft diforder; his
cloaths alfo were regularly folded up, and laid upon
the counter, nor was his thirteither torn or unbutrened.

Notwithftanding thefe appearances, Davidthought fit
to give into the opinion of the mob, and took it inte
his head, that old Calas had fent for La Vaiffe, telling
him he had a fon to be hanged, that La Vziffe had come
to perform his office as executioner, and that the father
and the brother had affifted him in 1t.

The body, by order of this poor ignorant bigot, was

~ carried to the town-houfe with the cloaths. The father

and fon were thrown into a dark dungeon; and the
mother, La Vaiffe; the maid, and Cafing into one that
admitted the light. The next day; what 1s called the
verbal procefs was taken at the Town-houfe, inftead of
the {pot where the body was found, as the law direéts,
and was dated at Calas’s houfe, to conceal the irregu-
larity. This verbal procefs is fomewhat like our Coro-
sner's Jugueft ; <witnefles are examined, and the ma-
giftrare makes his report, which 1s the fame there as the
verdi® of the Coroner’s Jury with us.. The witneffes
examined by this Capitoul were the phyfician and fur-
geon, who proved Anthony Calas to have been ftrangled;
the furgeon. having been ordered ro examine the 1”:;)1-
mac
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miach of the deceafed, depofed alfo, that the food which
was found there had been taken four hours before his
death: As no proof of the fuppofed faé could be pro-
cured, the Capitoul had recourfe to a Monitory, in
which the crime was taken for granted, and all perfons
were required to give fuch teftimony concerning it as
they were able, particularizing the points to which they
were to {peak. This Monitory recites, that La Vaifle
was commifligned by the Proteftants to be their execu-
tioner in ordinary, when any of their children were to
be hanged for changing their religion; it recites alfo,
that when Proteftants thus hang their children, they
compel them to kneel, and one of the interrogatories
was, whether any perfon had feen Anthony Calas kneel
before his father when he ftrangled him; it recites roo,
that Anthony died a Roman Catholic, and requires evi-
dence of his Catholicifim. Thefe ridiculcus opinions
being thus adopted and publifhed by the principal ma-
giftrate of a confiderable city, the church of Geneva
thought itfelf obliged to fend an atteftation of its abhor- .
rence of opinions fo abominable and abfurd, and of its
aftonifhment that they thould be fufpeéted of fuch opi--
nions, by perfons whofe rank and O%Ce required them
to have more knowledge and better judgment. '

But before the Monitory was publithed, the mob had
- got a notion that dnthony Cales was the next day to
have entered into the fraternity of the White Penitents.
The Capitoul ijmmediately adopted this opinion alfo,
without the leaft examination, and ordered Anthony’s
body te be buried in the middle of St. Stephen’s church,
which was done; forty priefts; and all the white peni-
tents aflifting in the funeral proceflion. -

Four days afterwards, the White Penitents performed.
a folemn fervice for him -in their chapel; the church
was hung with white, and a tomb was raifed in the
middle of it, on the top of which was placed a human
{keleton, holding in one hand a paper, on which was
wricten abjuration of herefy, and in the other a palm;
the Emblem of Marcyrdom.

The next day the Francifcans performed a fervice of
the fame kind for him. and it is eafy to imagine how
much the minds of the people were inflamed by this
firange folly of their magiftrates and priefts.

The Capitoul continued the profecution with unre=
lenting feverity, and though the grief and diftra&ion l?f

the
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64 AN AUTHENTIC NARRATIVE

the family when he firft came to the houfe, were alone
{ufficient to have convinced any reafonable being that
they were not the authors of the event which they de-
plored, yet having publickly attefled that they were,
guilty in his monitory without proof, and no proof
coming in, he thought fit. to condemn the unhappy
father, mother, brother, friend and fervant to the tor-
ture, and put them all into irons on the 18th of November.
Cafing was enlarged upon proof that he was not in
Calas’s houle till after Anthopy was dead.

From thefe dreadful proceedings the fufferers appealed
to the parliament, which immedately took cognizance
of the affair, annulled the {entence of the Capitoul as
irrecular, and continued the profecution. '

When the tryal came on, the hangman, who had
been carried to Calas’s houfe, and fhewn the folding
doors and the bar, depofed, that it was impofiible
Authony Thould hang him{lf as was pretended;; another
witnefs fwoore that they looked through the key hole
of Calas’s door into a dark room, where they faw men
running to and fro; a third fivore, that his wite had
told him, that a woman, named Mandrill, had told
her, that a certain woman unknown had declared {he
heard the cries of Mark Anthony Calas at the farther end
of the city. Upon fuch evidence as this, the majority
of the parliament were of opinion; that the father and
mother ordered La Faiffe to hang their fon;, and that
another fon and a maid fervant, who was a good Ca-
tholic, had afiifted him to do it.

‘One La Borde prefided at thetryal, who had zeal-
oufly efpoufed the populac prejudices, and though it
<was manifeft to demonftration that the prifoners were
eicher all. innocent, or all guilty, he voted that the
father Thould firft fuffer the torture ordinary and extra-
ordinary, to difcover his accomplices; and be then
broken alive upon the wheel, to receive the laft ftroke
swhen he had: lain two hours, and than to be burnt to
afhes. In this opinion he had the concurrence of fix
others, three were for the torture alone, two were of

opinion, that they {hould endeavour to afcertain upon,

“the fpot whether Anthony could hang himfelf or not,

and one voted to acquit the prifoner. After long de-
bates, the majority was for the torture and the wheel,
and probably condemned the father by way of experi-

ment, whether he was guilty or not, hoping he would,
: um
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in his agony , confefs the crime, and accufe the other

rifoners, whofe fate, therefore, they fulpended. It is,
ﬁowever, certain, that if they had had evidence againft
the father that would have juftified the {entence they
pronounced againft him, that veryevidence would have
juftified the fame fentence againft the reft, and that if
they could not juftly condemn the reft, they could not
jultly condemin him, for they were all in the houfe to-

ether when Anthony died, all concurred in declaring
he hanged himfelf, which thofe who did not help to
hang him, if hanged by others, could have had no mo-
tive.to do, nor could any of the priforiers have hanged
him by violence without the knowledge of the reft, -

Poor Calas, however, an old man of fixty-eight, was
condemned to this dreadful punifhment alone; he fuf-
fered the torture with great conftancy, and was led to
execution in a frame of mind, which excited the ad-
muration of all that faw him. .

Two Dominicans, Father Bourges and Father Gal-
dagues, who attended him in his laft moments, wifhed,
“that their latter end might be like his,” and declared,
that they thought him not only wholly innocent of the
- erime laid to his charge, but an exemplary inftance of
true chriftian patience, forritude and charity.’ |

One fingle ﬁxriek, and that not very violent; efcaped
him when he received the firft ftroke; after that he
uttered no complaint. Being at length placed on the
wheel, to wait for the moment which was to end his
life and his mifery together, he expreffed himfelf with
an humble hope of an happy immortality, and a com-

aflionate regard for the judges who had condemned
Eim. When he faw the executioner preparing to give
him the laft firoke, he made a frefh declaration of his
innocence to Father Bourges, but while the words were
7yet in his mouth, the Capitoul, the author of this ¢ata-
firophe, and who came upon the ftaffold merely to
gratty his defire of being a witnefs of his punifhment
and death, ran up to him and bawled out, Zretch,
theve are the faggots which are to veduce your body to
afhes; {famk the truth. Calas made no reply, but turned
his head a little afide, and that moment the executioner
did his office. s '

Though the teflimony of a dying man had thus aca
quitted the reft of the prifoners, yet the judges, thar they
might adt with 2 -unifgrm :abgm ity through the WE_O!@

| ‘affaie
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66 AN AUTHENTIC NARRATIVE &. '

affair, banifhed Peter Calas for life; and acquitted the
reft. The widow and 'the other fufferers are feeking
fuch redrefs from the king as can now be had, to
whom the fentence of the judges was not fent for con-
firmation as it ought to have been.

The judges have thought fit to fupprefs the trial; the
widow petitions that it may be or«fered to be laid be-
fore the parliament of Paris for a revifion.

ANSON’S VOYAGE TO ASIA.*)

he Centurion and Gloucefler lefe the coalt of America
| the 6th of May 1742. The firft land in 4fia which
they could veach was the Iflinds Ladrones, which are

Afeparated from America by near one third of the globe’s

circumiference. But as the N. E. winds, which are fa-
vourable for this voyage, fually blow between the
tropics, the Englifh could not think that they could be
longer about 1t than the Spaniards, who generally
perform it in two months. In this confidence they put
to fea, and ftood for the latitude where the moft re-
gular winds are expeéted; but contrary to their ex-
pe&tations, the wind fhifted fo often, and they had fo
many ftrong gales at W. that, in feven weeks, they had
not proceeded one fourth of the voyage. Several mis-
fortunes happen’d during this tediops delay. Both thips
fprung their mafts in feveral places, and being obliged
to keep their pumps continually going, on account of
the leaks, it was an infupportable farigue to the men,
the greateft part of whom were weakened by the fcurvy.

Tho’ they had plenty of provifions, and tho’ the rains
conftantly fiipplied them with water, and all poffible
care wastaken to keep the {hips cool and clean; yet the
{curvy continued its ﬁavock, notwithftanding all their
{kill and precaution: and even when the fair winds fet
in towards the end of $June, the voyage was far from
being fo fpeedy as might have been hoped. = The Glou-
cefler having loft her main-maft, fail'd heavily; and the
Centurion loft near a month in waiting for her. When

“they were within 300 leagues of the port, the Glousefier’s

other mafts were all carried away by fome contrary
e iy ' gales

#) A Voyage! roiind the World by George' Anfon Efg. compiled by
R. Walter, Lond.1748. 8. Gentleman’s Magazine 1749.
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