Landesbibliothek Oldenburg

Digitalisierung von Drucken

Vermischte Aufsatze in englischer Prose

Ebeling, Christoph Daniel
Hamburg, 1777

vD18 13177109

Anson's Voyage To Asia.

urn:nbn:de:gbv:45:1-15506

Visual \\Library



»

Lk

T

‘ .
e P n
g — ——
P—— T -

e

.

R

O e
=y =

66 AN AUTHENTIC NARRATIVE &. '

affair, banifhed Peter Calas for life; and acquitted the
reft. The widow and 'the other fufferers are feeking
fuch redrefs from the king as can now be had, to
whom the fentence of the judges was not fent for con-
firmation as it ought to have been.

The judges have thought fit to fupprefs the trial; the
widow petitions that it may be or«fered to be laid be-
fore the parliament of Paris for a revifion.

ANSON’S VOYAGE TO ASIA.*)

he Centurion and Gloucefler lefe the coalt of America
| the 6th of May 1742. The firft land in 4fia which
they could veach was the Iflinds Ladrones, which are

Afeparated from America by near one third of the globe’s

circumiference. But as the N. E. winds, which are fa-
vourable for this voyage, fually blow between the
tropics, the Englifh could not think that they could be
longer about 1t than the Spaniards, who generally
perform it in two months. In this confidence they put
to fea, and ftood for the latitude where the moft re-
gular winds are expeéted; but contrary to their ex-
pe&tations, the wind fhifted fo often, and they had fo
many ftrong gales at W. that, in feven weeks, they had
not proceeded one fourth of the voyage. Several mis-
fortunes happen’d during this tediops delay. Both thips
fprung their mafts in feveral places, and being obliged
to keep their pumps continually going, on account of
the leaks, it was an infupportable farigue to the men,
the greateft part of whom were weakened by the fcurvy.

Tho’ they had plenty of provifions, and tho’ the rains
conftantly fiipplied them with water, and all poffible
care wastaken to keep the {hips cool and clean; yet the
{curvy continued its ﬁavock, notwithftanding all their
{kill and precaution: and even when the fair winds fet
in towards the end of $June, the voyage was far from
being fo fpeedy as might have been hoped. = The Glou-
cefler having loft her main-maft, fail'd heavily; and the
Centurion loft near a month in waiting for her. When

“they were within 300 leagues of the port, the Glousefier’s

other mafts were all carried away by fome contrary
e iy ' gales

#) A Voyage! roiind the World by George' Anfon Efg. compiled by
R. Walter, Lond.1748. 8. Gentleman’s Magazine 1749.



ANSON’S VOYAGE TO ASIA: 67

gales; nor were her crew any longer able to, free her of
water; fo that on the 15th of Auguff, haying taken
out the moft neceffary ftores, they {&t her on fire; and
on the 23d they made fome ifiands, wich were the ficft
that they had feen during this long paflage; and onthe
26th, while they were regretting the apparent difficulty
of landing at any of thefe, and fearing they {hould not
get {ight of any others, they difcovered three more.
Of one of thefe, a boat, which they had taken, gave
them fuch an inviting account, that they immediately
fet about landing their men.  The fick, who were now
grown very numerous, were, without delay, put on
{hore, being carried on the thoulders even of their of-
ficers, their humane Commodore fetting the example.
Here they recover’d furprifingly, fo that all the time
they ftay’d, they loft but ten men. Their quick recovery
was owing to the acid fruits and anti-fcorbutic plants,
as well as to the healthful qualities of the air. Beafts,
fowls and vegetables were here in great abundance;
and tho’ there was no river, this defeét was amply fup-
ply’d by feveral refervoirs of excellent water, iffuing |
from the {prings. But, as the fineft countries are fub-
jeét to fome inconveniencies, fo was this delightful
fland of Tinian. The chief is the want of harﬁours,
for there is but one place where fhips ean anchor, which
1s to the S. E. and this, from the middle of §june to the
middle of Offober, is expofed to very furious tempefts,
which blow at the new and full moons. The coral,
which {preads all over the bottom of the fea, wounds
the cables, (o that they eafily partin a ftrong current,
or hard gale. This the Centurion experienced on the
22d of Secpiember, when a ftrong guft of wind broke
her cables, and drove her from the coaft, fo that it was
19 days before fhe conld get back again. As the greateft
part of the {hips company was on {hore with Mr. 4n/for,
only 108 men were on board, and moft of them fickly.
This was a number fo unequal to the working of the
pumps, and at the fame time navigating the fhip, that
it was impoflible for them to bring her fooner back to
the ifland;, where indeed fhe had been given over for
loft. The Commodore, who at firft thew’d no figns of
unecafinels, was unable to conceal the emotion of his
mind, when, fome days after the fhip’s departure, he
perceived two boats, which at firft he imagined to be~
dong to ;jthe Centurion, and feared that the fhip was
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68 *° ANSON’S VOYAGE TO ASIA.

foundered, and that the perfons who had faved them-
felves in the boats, were all that remained of the crew.
This conjecture, but efpecially the apprehenfion that
all the expeéted glory and advantage of his hazardous
expedition was irretrievably prevented, affected him {o
ftrongly that he retired to his tent, that he might have
no witneflés to the grief andanguifh which he could no
longer fupprefs. Except this fingle inftance of human
frailty, Which fome perfons have infolently cenfured,
his conftancy, his prudence, his ferenity, and alacrity,
juftly excite our aftonifhment, and deferve our M-
tation : and from this he foon recover’d, refuming his
ufital chearfulnes. He told his men, that, as the thip
had not been able to regain the ifland, it was probable,
that {he was gone for Clili, and that the only means
which remained to meet her there, wasto faw the boat
which they had taken through the middle, and lengthen
it. fo that it might be large enough to carry them all.
He not only exhorted them to tﬁis work, but to en-
courage them in forwarding it, he himfelf condefcended
to be 2. workman. Moft of the fhip’s carpenters hap-=
pening to be on the ifland, they foon got tools and ma-
terials ready to join the two ‘ends of the boat, when,
on the 11th of Ofober, the {hip again appeared, and

ut an end at once ‘to their labour and apprehenfions.
Mr. Anfon immediately went on board, with the
greateft part of his men; and tho” fome days after, fhe
was again driven off, the crew, being now ftronger,
brought her back into the road in five days. The failors
who had been left on {hore, had already begun to refit
the boat, which would conveniently haye held their
{mall number. But being at laft once more got all to-
gether, they left this ifland, where they had experienced
the greateft yiciflitudes of joy and confternation. This
Jaft trip moved more profperous, and they arrived at

 “Macao on the 12th of December, which was the firft

friendly port they had feen during two years. The
Portugite[z governor {hew’d himfelf ioth a weak coun-
{ellor and a timorous friend. ~ For tho’ he was inclined
to favour Mr. Anfon, his felfith dependence on the Chi-
nefe hinder’d him from doing it effectually. He advifed
him againft going to Canten, to avoid a difpute with
the inhabitants, who not being ufed to fee Thips of that
force, would infift upon the fame fees which merchant
thips paid, and from which a man of war-might jt;ll;_tl
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ANSON’S VOYAGE TO- ASIA:: 69

think itfelf exempt. Upon receiying this account, the
Commodore fail’d to a fmall port called Typa, and here
he was put to'infinite trouble in procuring neceflaries
from the Chinefe, becaufe they are ftrictly attached, by
their intereff, to the Spauniards of Manilla. They re-
garded the Englif/h Commodore as no better than a
powerful pirate, and this, joined with the perfidy of
their Mandarines, the venality of their courts of juftice,
and the fraud of their traders, occafion’d delay after
delay, in fitting their fhip, und buying the neceflary
florés and provifions. Mr. Anfon, out of patience at
being thus amufed and retarded, wasat length convinced
¢hat refolution and threatenings availed more than
courtefy and prefents. Accordingly, having at length
procured the thip to be refitred and viétualled, he left
Typa the 6th, and Macao the 19th of April 1743. Mr.
nfon, when he was about to leave this port, had given
out that he was going to return to Europe; and, tho’
this feem’d impraéicable at that feafon, by reafon of
the weltern monfoon, he had made his men believe,
that, in confidence of their {kill and the goodnefs of the
thip, he would venture to atrempt it; for he was per-
fuaded that, if his intention upon the Manilla galleon
had taken wind at Macdo, the Spaniards would have
been foon apprized of it by their Chinefe friends. But,
notwithfianding all his precaution to keep at fuch a
diftance from the Philippine iflands as not to be perceived,
they had often fight of him; and the governor of Ma-
nilla. at the inftances of the merchants, had refolved to
fend out fome fhips of force againft him. But the con-
trary winds, the flownefs in fitting out the largeft fhip,
and efpecially the diffenfions among the proprietors,
happily retarded thisexpedition. Nor was tElis the only
fcheme which proved abortive; for when the Centurion
wasrepairing at Typa, and confequently unable to make
any defence, fome Spaniards had form’d a defign to
fend thither a kind off firefhip, in order to deftroy her.
But tho' no more then 40,000 crowns was required tor
an aéion which would have faved a million, the mer-
chants, fufpeéting the gow.rernor’s view was only to get
the money into his hands, could not be brought to ad-
vance it: and thus the Engli/l owed the favety of their

{hip to the miftruft and parhmony of their enemuies.
Mr. Anfon was no fooner at fea; than he called the
{hip’s company upon deck, and told them his defign
: E"3 © avas




20 ANSON’S VOYAGE TO ASIA.

was to go and wait for the Acapulco Thip at Cape Spi-
rito Sanio, that being her conftant courfe in her return
to Manilla; adding that, notwithftanding it had been

iven out that the fides of this fhip were cannon proof,
ﬁ was refolved, to be {o near to her, that his fhot
fhould go in at one fide and out at the other. - This
fpe ch animated them with hopes of obtaining that in-
eftecmable prize, and they waited for her off the cape
with unexampled patience for above a month. At
length, on the 20th of June, the galleon, the object of
ther hopes, appeared, and fo far from feeming to thun
the Centurion, the boldly made towards her, and pre-
par:d for anengagement. ButMr. 4n/on keeping a con-
tinal fire both with his guns and fmall arms, at which

his {hip’s company were very expert, he foon became

mafter of this rich galleon. ' For the Spaniards, feeing
aﬂgreat many of the common men, and efpecially of the
officers, fall, were {o terrified, that they ftruck to an
enemy who was not half théir number. The name of

the prize was the Nuefira Seiiora de Cabadonga: and
Ahe was much larger than the Centurion, mounted 36 guns

and 27 padereroes, with 550 men. Don $feronimo de Mon-
iaro, who was commander, was efteemed the beft fea-
aman of all the captains of the galleons, and was fliled
General. The Englifl were informed by their prifoners
that the {hip which laft year had been detained at Aca-
puleo had fec out this year on her return fooner than or-
dinary, and muft have reached Manilla before Mr. Anfon
got to the cape, where he had the good fortine to meet
with them; fo that the delays of the Chinefe may be faid
to have hinder’d Mr. 4ufon from taking another prize.
However, this being fo immenfely ricﬁ, they did not
regret the difappointment.  All thatremained now, was
to carry their prize to fome port in Ching ; and during
the voyage, which proved but fhort, the prifoners were
fecurcci as far as humanity would admit of; an account
being taken of the cargo, and the treafure put on board
the Centurion. There were on beard 1,313,843 pieces
of eight, and 35,682 ounces of filver, which, with what
the Englifli had before taken from the Spaniards, a-
mounted to 400,000 . fterling. And if to this fum we
add the effets which were deftroy’d, to the value of at

leaft 6oo,000/. the charges of Pizarro’s fleet, and the ex--

pences of repairing the fortifications in America, it will
appear that the Spaniards were very great I'uffererfa 5
- and,
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and, confequently, thatexpedition of the Englifh fleet
~was of confiderable advantage to their countr(}f.. L
Anfon arrived at Macao the 11th of July, and failing
from thence tothe river of Canton, he advanced through
the narrow paffage which defends the harbour, not-
withftanding a meflage which the Chinefe had fent to
forbid him.  The two forts on each fide the gut did not
prefume to make any oppoﬁtion, with their batteries of
8 or 10 iron guns, as it muft have been to their own
fofs. But the governors, as well asthe pilot, whom Mr.
Anfonhad compelled to carry his thip in, were punifhed
for permitting What they could not prevent. This re-
folution, together with the vaft riches of the Englifh,
raifed their chara&er with a timorous and mercenary
_people. Some Spaniards, who had been permitted to
go on fhore, fpoke in very honourable terms of their
conquerors. Mr. Aufon had wrote to the Viceroy for -
a fupply of provifions, and an audience. The hrit was
.deferred upon pretence of the heat; but in reality, to
gain time for receiving ordets from his court. - The ac-
cuftomed duty was alfo required: but upon the com-
modore’s inflexible perfifting in a refufal, the Manda-
yines, who had been deputed by the Vice-roy; made ¥0-
further mention of it, requiring only that the Spani/l
prifoners fhould be fet at liberty.  Some feeming diffi-
culties were made on this head, to give it the appearance
of a favour, tho’, in reality, the Engli[h wanted to be
rid of them. -
It would be no lefs tedious than unneceffary to relate
all the Preparations the Englifh made for their return,
and the obftructions which the Chinz/e, whether out of
fear, intereft, or formality, were continually throwing
in their way. Infhort, Mr. Anfon was obliged himfelf
z0 go up to Canton, and enforce his orders in perfon.
Being now ready to depart, he fent the Viceroy another
meffage, to remind him of an audience he had defired.
This probably would have been again put off, but for
the fgllowing accident: A fire broke out with fich
violence, that it foon fpread thro’a great part of the
city, and probably would have confumed the whole,
had it not been extinguifhed by the boldmefs and adtivity
of the Englifl failors. For this fervice they received the
thanks of the citizens, and the Vicero immediatel
granted an audience, in which all Mr. Anfon’s demands
met with a ready compliance. VUpon which, having
E g fold
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72 ANSON’S VOYAGE TO' ASIA,

dold the Spani/ti galleon to fome merchants at Macao,
he left that pore tﬁe 15th of December, and returned to
Europe by the ftreights of Sundg, and the Cape of Good
Hope. . The 15th of Fune was the aufpicions day which
gave him a fight of his country, after an abfence of
three years and nine months, in an expedition which,
will be an eternal monument, that, tho’ prudence, in-
trepidity, and perfeverance united, ave not exemptod froms
the blows of adverfe fortune ;- yet in a long [eries of
wanfallions, they wfually rife [uperior to its power , and
in the end rarely foil of proving [uccefsfuls

ACCOUNT
of Sir CHARLES GRANDISON’S refcuing

- MISS HARRIET BYRON, =)

Mr. REEVES, to GEORGE SELDY, Efq;
Dear My. Selby, Friday, Feb. 17.

No one, at prefent, but yourfelf, muft fee the con-
tents of what T am going to write.
But how fhall I tell you the news; the dreadful
news ? — *
You muft not.—But how {hall I fay, 7o muft not,
be too much affefted, when % are unable to fupport
ourfelves? |

O my coufin Selby ! —We know not what is become
of our deareft Mifs Byron!

I'will be as particular as my grief and furprife will
allow. Thereis a neceflity for it, as you will ind.

We were laft night at the Ball in the Hay-market.

The chairmen who carried the dear creature, and
who, as well as our chairmen, were engaged for the
night, were inveigled away to drink fomewhere. They

ﬁromiféd Wilfon, my coufin’s fervant, to return in
alf an hour,

It was then but little more than twelve. :

Wilfon waited near two hours, and they not return-
ing, he hired a chair to fupply their place..

Between two and three we all apreed to go home.
The dear creature was fatigued Witﬁ the ‘notuice every
: ~_body
- *) The hiftory of 8ir CharlesGrandifon, Togd, 1754. 6Vol. 8.
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