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128 REMARKS ON ‘THE PRESENT STATE OF

difficulty: for the five laft days, his ideas feemed to be
mgre clear than when he was in health. This difeafe
toon proved fatal. — At the time of his death, he was
meafured thircy-three inches.

REMARKS ON THE PRESENT. STATE OF THE
© TRADE OF MASSACHUSETS-BAY, &c. *)

The_ other governiiients of New England, ¥ fixty or

feventy years ago, imported no Englifh goods, or
next to none, directly from England; they were fup-
plied by the Maflachifets trader. Now although our
trade with Great Britain, upon the whole, is fuppofed to
caufe noaddition to our wealth, yet at leaft fo faraswe
are the channel for conveying fupplies of goods to the
other colonies for their confumption, a benefit undoubt-
edly accrues. New-Hampfhire, by their convenient fi«
tuation, were induced to become their own importers
i a great meafure fome years before che alteration of
our currency.

They made theirreturns by {hipping lumber, &c. eafier
than'wedid. At prefent they probably import Englith

oods equal to their confumption. ' Conne&icut, until
we abolithed our bills of credit and theirs with them,
- continued their trade with us for Englith goods, but foon
after turned great part of their trade to New-¥ork, and
~Jome perfons became importers from England. They
foon difcovered their error.  The produce of New-York
is fo much the fame with that of Conneéticut, that the
Maffachufets market will always be the beft. The im-
porter finds it more difficult, to make his returns to
England from Connecticut, than from the Maffachufets.
Connecticut trade therefore foon rerurned to the ftate it
had formerly been in. 2 '

Rhode-Ifland in part, became their own importers
alfo, which they ftill continue.

For the other colonies onthe continent, betweenSouth-
Carolina and the Maflachufess, there never has been ary
. confiderable trade, The chjef benefit fram thac colony
“has been the affording freights for our f{hips in the
- European trade. : 2
: R T4 . _ North-
R Gé%&qp;,:ﬁutchinfun‘s Hiftory - of - the Colony of Maffachnfets-
... Bay, WVol.2. Lond. 1767. :

- L ™¥)7Viz,  Conneflticirt, Rhode-Island and New-Hamp(hire.




THE TRADE OF MASSACHUSETS:BAY, & 119

North-Carolina, Virginia, Maryland, the Jerfeys and
Penfilvania, untill within twenty or thirty years, ufed
to furnith us with provitions, for which we paid them
in Weft-India and fometimes Englifh goods and with
our own produce and manufaétures. Philadelphia of
late 1s become the mart for the grain of great part of
Maryland, which they manufaéture into flour, and fup=~
ply the Maffachufets, Rhode-1fland and New-Hampfhire,
and take little or no pay in return but Money and bills
of Exchange. It feems agreed that the fouthern colonies
as far as Virginia are deligned by nature for grain coun-
tries. Tt behoves us therefore, either like the Ducch for
the other nations inEurope, to become carriersfor them
with our fhipping, or to contrive fome articles of pro-
duce or manufaéture for barter or exchange with them,
rather than in vain to attempt raifing to more ad-
vantage thanthey do, whatnature has peculiarly formed
them for.

Our trade with the Weft-India Ilapds was much
more profitable to us from the beginning of King Wil-
liam’s to the end of Queen Ann’s war with France, than
at any time fince. Ever fince the peace of Utrechr it has
been continually growing worfe. Barbadoes required
then, more northern produce than it does ncw. The
other Iflands, exceptJamaica, have very litcle increafed
their demand. From the growth of the northern colo-
nies and the new methods of living, the produce of the
Iflands is more than double the price it ufed to be.
Perbaps tea and coffee, alone, caufe as grear confumption
of fugar as all other ufes, to which it was apphied, did
formerly. ' :

The produce of the northetn colonies is as low in the
Iflands as ever it was. Formerly their demand for nor=
thern produce not onlyafforded us in recurn, rum, fugar
and molafles fufficient, for our own confumption;, but
leit a furplus which, in war time efpecially; every year
gave treight to thips from Bofton to England, and paid
our debts there or procured a fupply of goods from
“ thence, whereas, at this day, the whole fupply of nor-

thern produce to the Britifhiflands will not pay for one
. half the Weft-India goods confumed or ufed in the
northern colonies. : X

The trade to the Dutch colonies, it is true, is fince in-
creafed, and our goods from time to time find theirwa
into the French Iflands, fometimes through the Dutch,

- I ; at
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at other times; when French neceflity calls for them; iby
permiflion or other contrivances, and by this means we
are able to procure the Weft-India goods we, want for
our confumption ‘over and above what we gamobtainin
pay for our produce from ourown Iflands. Britain her-
felt fuffers, with her northern colonies, and pays dearly
by the advanced price of fugar, rum, &c. . The Weft-
Indians, notwithftanding, are continually endeavotiring
to reftrain our trade with the foreign Iflands and colo-
nies. If theycould take of our produce as much as we
have occalion for of theirs it would appear lefs unrea-
fonable, or if, by our trade with the foreign colonies,
the price of the produce of our own Iflands had fallen
below the formerrates they mighe have colour for com-
plaint ; but whenthe vent for northern produce by mmeans
of the great increafe of the northern.colonies, bears no
proportion, from any one of them, to what it did for-
merly, and yet the produce of the Iflands is double the
price it was formerly, and their eftates raifed ro morethan
five times the value, i1t mult be unreafonable to burden
not only the inhabitants of the northern colonies but
of Great Britain alfo with a ftill farcher advanced price
of Weft-India goods, and all to aggrandize the Weft-
India planters. . Such a burden would infallibly be the
effect of a rigid execution of the laws reftraining or in-
cumbering ourtrade with the French and Dutch colonics.
But this 1s not all. If our trade with the foreign colo-

- nies be fupprefled, and our fupplies of Welt-India goods

are confined to our own Mlands, the balance above what
they require of our produce, mult be paid them i Silver
and Gold or exchange upon England, either of which
muft lefflen our rerurns to England, and will probably
leffen our confumption of their manufaétures, -
Charlevoix {ays'the French of Canada live well if they
can get fine cloaths; if not, they retrench from the table
to adorn the perfon. I think the Englifh colonifts would
rather abate from their drefs than from their punch,
tea, coffee, &c. : |
1f the queftion be, swhich is moft for the intereft of
the Britifh dominions in general, to reftrain the French
American trade or to give it all poffible encouragement,
it muft be given in favour of encouragement. The
fpeedy fettlement of this vaft continent is'generally fup-
ofed o be advantageous to Great Britain, Every new

oufe,new farm and new fubjeét adds to the con_ﬁ._zmpnoti_
- * - 0
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of Britifh manufa&ures. Nothing more contributes to
this fpeedyfettlementthan a vent for the lumber, 4 great
help in clearing the lands near the fea‘and upon navi-
gablerivers, and for provifionsthe produce of fettlements
when made. But, on the other hand, admit that raifing
the price of Weft-India produice tends to incréafe the
number of plantations in' the Iflands, yet'thofe planta-
tions,although more valuable, will never bear any pro-
"portion in number to-the plantations and fettlements
upon the continent, and the increafe of white fubjcds -
willbe fiill lefs in proportion, Blacks cat and drink no- -
thing and wear next to nothing of Britifh manufi&ure.

There has been' a great alteration in our trade <with
GreatBritain. - At the beginning of this period; and till
within 3o or 46 years paft, nierchants and manufadurers
in England fhipped goods upon their own' accounts,
which were fold here upon commiflion; and although
there ‘was appearénce of profit from the fales; vyet, by
the lofs upon rerurns, moft adventurers in a courfe of
years were great lofers. - Difcerning perfons in London,
when they faw a man going deep in trade to the colo=
nies, would protiounce him'thort lived.

The trade 1s now upon a more certain footing for the
people of England. Few goods are {ent to be fold upon
commiflion. The manufa&urer depends upon the Mer=
chantin England for his pay. The merchant receives
his commiﬂ%on and generally agrees with his correfpon-
dent; for whom he 1s in advance, in the colonies, that
after fix or nine months credit, if payment be not made;
intereft thall be allowed. '

Bad debts muft be expe&red mote or lefs upon all ex«
tenfive tfade. Perhaps they are not more frequent in
the colonies than among the'like number of traders in’
England. : : e e
The cod and whalesfithery are in 2 more florithing
ftate than formerly.: Theveffels employedin ¢od fithing
havebeen more numerous, butthey were fmall {thallops,
and one of the fhdonersmow employed in that fifhery
takes as much fifh in a feafon as two {hallops ufed to do.

The French are fuppoféd to maintain'a Fitherman at
lefs expence than theEnglifh. Be it fo, theEnglith carch
and make their fith at lefs'expence thanthe French not=
withftanding. Five orfixwell-fed Marble-head or Cape-
Ann men catch as much fith ‘as ten or tvelve meagre
Frenchmen inthe Gme time, ~ The Frerch find their ag-
- - 2 ' count
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* count in taking whatthey call 2 muid or mud-fith when

the Englifth cannot. ~ This is owing to’ the vent which
the French market afford forthat fort of fith. In what

they call a fedentary and we a {hort fifhery we fhall al-

ways outdo them, unlefs the ports of the other nations
in Europe as well as thofe of the French {hould be {hut
againft us. If every family in Britain {hould make one
dinner in a week upon New-England codfifh, it would
caufe an amazing increafe of the confumption of Britifh
manufactures. . : e

_ It is certain that before the war of 1744 the French
fifhery declined. They ufed to go from Louisbourg to
Canfo and buy the Englifh fifh for the French European
markets, becaufe it came cheaper to them, than they
could catch and make it. - -

The, increafe of the confumption of oil by lamps as
by divers manufactures in Europe has been no {mall
encouragement to our whale fithery. The florifhing
ftate of the Ifland of Nantucket muit be attributed to it.
The cod and whale fithery, being the principal fource
of aur returns to Great Britain, are therefore worthy not
only of provincial but national attention.

Formerly the trade of Newfoundland was valuable. -

The increafe of the northern colonies has carried from
us great pare of the fupplies we ufed to make.. Our late~
began commerce with Nova-Scotia is valuable; but will
not compenfate for thislofs. -~ = ¢ e
»- The manufaéture of pot-afh promifes great benefit to

 the colonies: - It is to be wifthed, they may meet with

no difcouragement. Frauds in packagesand adultération
cannot be of any long continuance. The leaft that can
be done by every government, where it is manufactured
1s 2 law_to compel every perfon to fet his'name and the
name of ‘the town where he lives upon the cafk inwhich
he packs his pot-ath. Thiswillgo a great way towards
preventing fraud. Should the Ruffia traders combine
to underfell thofe who impott from America;: yet it will
be confidered that the Rufliatrade is drawing every year
from the nation a large ballance in bullion, whereas the
increafe of imports from the colonies only tends to an
increafe of national exports,and the body of the nation
will combine againft the Ruffia traders. t
I remember one advantage from paper money. Upon
the depreciation, from time to time; the wages of feamen

and the rate at which coafting veffels and others werg
' =3 hire
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hired did not immediately rife in proportion to the rife
of filver and exchange with London and other parts of
the world. We were thus led to employ our veffels as
carriers to and from many Earts of the continent, the
Weft-Indies and Europe, becaufe we let them upon
cheaper freight and hire, than any other colony would
do. The warin 1744 gave a twin to this part of bufi-
nefs, butwe may learn from what happened then, with-
outany premeditated plan or defign, whatweare capable
of, viz. navigating our veflels, ‘efpecially if further im-
rovements be made in the conftruéion of them, with {o
fit:le expence as, like the Dutch in Europe, t6 become
carriers for America. The advantage, in this particular
inftance of the reduction of the price of labour thews us
what improvements might be made in othér branches
of trade and manufa&ure, if ever it {hould be reduced
in proportion to the price of the neceflaries of life. It
was hard parting with a free open trade to all parts of
the wworld which the Maffachufets carried on before the
prefent charter. The principal aéts of parliament were
made many years before, but there was no cuftomhonfe
eftablifhed in the colony, nor any authority anxious for
carrying thofe aéts into execution. It was feveral years
after the new charter, before it was generally obferved.
It weare under no otherobligations, we certainly enjoy
and cannot {ubfift without the proteftion of our mother
country,over our trade at fea, our perfonal eftate athore,
the territory itfelf, our liberties and lives. It is owing,
in a great meafure, to the taxes, duties and excifes, the
confequences of an enormous load of debt, that the
manutactures in England come dearer to us, than thofe
of other countries. Great part of this debt was incurred
by our immediate protection. - Shall we think much of’
fharing in the burden when we have been fo great
ftharers in the benefit? There is no way in which we
can more effectually contribute to the national relief
than by fubmitting to regulations and reftraints upon
our trade, and yet no way in which we fhould be fo

little fenfible of it.

It has been the generaf voice that our trade to Great-
Britain fhould be contradted, and that our inhabitants
fhould be employed in the fame kind of manufactures

- we import froni thence, the' materials for moft of which

we have or may have within ourfelves. :
13 . The
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The great creator of the univerfe in infinite wifdom
has fo formed the earth that different parts of it, from
the foil, climate &c. are adapted to different produce,
and he fo.orders and difpofes the, genius, temper, nums-
bers and other circumftances relative to the inhabitants
as to render fome employments peculiarly proper for
one country, and others for another, anc by this pro-
vifion a mutual intercourfe is kept up between the dif-
ferent parts of the Globe. It Wuuld%e folly in a Virgi-
nman to attempt a plantation of ricé for the fake of
having all he confumes from the produce of his own
labour, when South-Carolina, by nature, is peculiarly
defigned for rice, and capable of fupplying one half of
the world. . Old countries, ftocked with people, are or-
dinarily beft adapted to manufacures. Would it be the
intereft of New-England, whillt thin of people; to turn
their attention from the whale, cod, mackerel and her-
ring fifhery, their lumber trade and (hip building, which
require but few hands compared with many other forts
of bufinef§, to fuch mannfactures as are now imported
from Great-Britain, or to take their fons from clearing
tiie land and turning an uncultivated wildernefs into
pleafant and profitable fields, and fet them to fpinning,
weaving. and the like employments? I do not mean to
difcourage any perfons who cannot improve their time

* to greater advantage, from employing themfelyes and

families, in any btanch of manufacture whatfoever.
Idlenefs is the certain parent of vice. Induftry, intro-
duced, will ordinarily tend to produce a change of
manners. A general philantropy will induce us'to de-

light inand contribute to the happinefs of every part of

the human race, by which we ourfelves are no {ufferers;
the ftate from whence we fprangfand upon which we
ftill depend for prote¢tion, may jultly expeét ta be di-
fnguillied by us, and that we fhould delight in and

contribute to its profperity, beyond all other parts of,
the globe.. |

AN ACCOUNT _OF ~ALGIERS. )"

18 place, which for feveral ages hath braved the

greatelt powers of Chriffendonz, is not above a mile

and a half in circuit, tho” computed to contain about .

RO Sing et . .20c0 Chri-

%) D. Shaw’s Travels or Obf; ervations relating to feveral parts of Barbary
and theLevant. Ed.2. Lond. 1757. gr. 4.
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