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AN ACCOUNT OF ALGIERS. 141

little there is’ here of juftice, honefty, or public faith,
proceeds rather from fear and compulfion, than from
‘choice and free eleétion. For the acknowledgment is
very juft, which 4li Bafhaw, a late Dey, made to Conful
Cole, upon complaining of the injuries that our vefiels
met with from his cruifers: The Algerines, fays he, are
a company of rogues, and I am their captain.

AN ACCOUNT
‘OF - THE

DEATH OF JOHN REINHOLD PATKUL. *) '

onn ReINHOLD PATKUL was born of a noble family in
Livonia, a northern province belongingto the crown
of Sweden. The Livonians having been fiript of their
privileges, and great part of their eftates by Charies XI.
Patkul svas deputed to make their complaint, which he
did with fuch eloquence and ‘courage, thart the king,
laying hishand upon his fhoulder, faid, Zou hiave [poken
for your country as a brave man fhowld, and I eftecm o
or it. ' iR N
4 Charles, however, who added the bafenefs of hypo-
crify to the ferocity of a tyrant, was determined'to pu-
nith the zeal and honefty which he thought it to com-
mend, and a few days afterwards caufed Patkul to be
declared guilty of high treafon, and condémned to die.
-Patku!, however, found means to efcape into' Poland,
where he continued till Charles was dead. “He hoped,
that his fentence would “have been then referved, as it
had been declared unjuft, even by the tyrant that pro-
cured it; but being difappointed in this expeétdtion, he
applied to Augufius, King of Poland, and {ollicited him
to attempt the conqueft-of Livonia from the Swedes,
which, he faid, might be eafily effeéted; as the people
were ready to' {hake off their yoke, and the King of
Sweden was a child incapable of compelling their fub-
jection, 151
) Aunguftus pofleded himfelf of Livonia, in confequence
of this propofal, and afterwards, when Charles X11. en-
tered the province to recover it, Patks! commanded in-
the Saxon army againft him.:  Charles was victorious, and
£ 37 Patkwl,

%) Anecdotes of J. R. Patkul, now firft printed from a Manufcript
“Account written by the Titheran Clergyman who attended him
- in his preparation for his Death &c. Lond. 1761, 8.
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143 « 17 ANY ACCOUNT

Patkul, {ome time afterwards, being/difgufted: at the
haughry behaviour of Gen. Flemming, - Anouflus's fa-
voutite, entered into the {ervice of the Czar, with whom
Auguftus was.in ftri& alliance, and a little before Char-
les compelled Augufius to abdicate the throne of Poland,
and his fubjeéts to elect Staniflaus in his ftead. The Czar
fent Patkul, with the title of his ambaflador in Saxony,
to prevail with Auguflus to meet him at Grodno, that
they might confer on'the ftate of their affairs.

This conference took place, and ‘immediately afrer.
wards the Czar went from Grondo, to quell'a rébellion
in Aftracan. As foon as the Czar was gones: Auguitus,
to the furprize of all Europe, ordered Patkul, who was
then-at. Drefden, to be feized as.a ftare criminal., '

By thisiunjurious and unprecedented aétion Auguflusat
once violated the law of nations, and weakened his own
intereft; for Patkul<vas not only an ambaffador, but an
ambaffador from the only power that could afford him
protection. The caufe, howewer, was this; Patkul had
difcovered that Juguflus’s minifters were to propofe a
peace toCharlesupon anyterms,and had therefore form-
ed a defign to be Lef'ore hand with him,and procure a fe-
parate peace berween Chariesand his new matterthe Czar.
The defign of Patku! was difcovered, and to prevent its
fuccefs, duguftus yentured to feize his perfon, afluring the
Czar that he was atraytor;and had betrayed them both,

Augufius was foon afrer reduced to beg a peaceof Char-
les at any rate, and Charles granted it upon certain con-
ditions, one of which wasthat hethould deliver u pPatkul.
This condition reduced Jugufius to a very diftrefsful dis
lemma ; the Czar, at this very time, reclaimd Patkul as

his ambaffador, and Cligrles demanded, with threats, that

he {hould be put into his hands. Augufius, therefore,
contrived an expedient by which he hoped to facisfy
both; he fent fome guards to deliver Patkul, who was
rifoner in the caftle of Koenig/fiein, to the Swediflitroopss
ut by fecret orders, privately difpacched, he commanded

the governor to let him efcape. - The governor, tho’ he |

received this order in time, yet difapointed 1ts intention
by his villainy and his avarice; he knew Patkulto be very
rich, and, having it now.in his power to fuffer him to

» efcape. with impunity, he demanded of Pathul a large fum

torthe favour; Patknl refufed to buy that liberty, which

he made no doubt,would be gratutoufly reffored, in

conlequence of the Czar’s requifition and remo‘nﬁranceé
: ot G 1. an
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OF THE DEATH/OF:PATKUL. 143

and, in the mean time, the Swedi/'h guards arrived with
the order. for his being delivered up to them. . (=

By this party he was firft carried to Charles’s head
quartersatdlt Ranftadt, where he continued three months
bound to adtake with a heavy chain of iron;  hewas
then conducted to Cafimir, shere Charles ordered him
to beteyed, and he was by his judges found guiley. His
{entence depended upon the king, and after having been
kepr a prifoner fome months, under a guard of Mayer-
feldt’s regiment, uncertain of his fate, he was on the 8th
of September 1707, towards the evening delivered into
the cultody of a regiment of dragoons, commanded by
Col. Nicholas Hielm. ,On the next day, the 29th, the co-
lonel took the chaplain of his regiment afide, and telling
him that Pathi! was to die the next day, erdered him
to acquaint him with his fate, and prepare him for it.
About this very time he was to have been married to 2
Saxon lady of great quality, virtue, and beauty, a cir-
cumitance which renders his cafe fhill more affecting.
What followed, in confequence of the Colonel’s order
to the minifter will be related in his own words ;

Immediately after evening-fervice I went to his prifon,
where I found him lying on his bed. The firft compli-
ments over, I entered upon the melancholy duty of my
profeflion, and turning to the officer who had him.in
charge, told him the colonel’s orders were, thatI{hould
be alone with his prifoner. sl

The officer having withdrawn, Patkul grafping both
my hands in his, cry’d out, with moft affecting anxiety
and diitrefs, My dear paftor! What are you to declare?
what am I to hear? _ :

Ibring you, replied I, the fame tidings that the proohet
brought to kingj!czr:kmk, Set thine houfe in order for thow
i/t die. To-morrow,by this time, thou {halt be no lon- -
gerinthe number of the living! Atthisterrible warning,
he bowed himfelf uponhisbed, and burft into tears.

1 attempted to comfort him, by faying, that he muft
without all doubt, have often meditated on this fubject :
Les, cried he, 1 know, alas ! too well, that we muft all dies
but the deathprepared for me will be cruel, and inﬁtppm'tab[a.

I affured him, thatthe manner of his death wasto me
totally unknown; but, believing that the would be pre-
pared for 1t, Iwas fure his foul fhould be received into
the number of happy fpirits. Here he rofe up, andfolding
his hands together, Merciful God ) let me then die the d_ea-t_}:; ?f
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the rigtiheous ! A little after, with his face inclined to'the
wall,where ftood hisbed, he broke out into this foliloquy :
Auguftus !t O Auguftus, what muft be thy lot one day 2 Muft
thow not anfwer for all the crimas thow haft committed 2

He then obferved that he was ‘driven out from his
country, by a fentence againft his life pronounced for
doing what the king himfelfencouraged himto do, faying
to him one day, in terms of much kindnefs, Pathu/, main-
tain the rights of your country like a man of honour, and
with all tEe fpirit you are capable of.  That flying into
an enemy’s country was alfo unavoidable, as the country
of an ally would not have afforded him proteétion; but
that he was in Sexony a wretched exile, not a counfellor,
or advifer; that. before his arrival, every thing was
already planned; the alliance with Mu/covy figned; and:
the meafures with Denmark agreed upon. % i

My inclinations, faid he, after a paufe, were alway
to ferve Sweden, tho’ the contrary opinion has prevailed.
The elector of  Brandenbourg owed his title of king of
Pruffia, tothe fervices T dtdbhin'l, and when, in recom-
penfe, he would have given me a confiderable fum of
money, I thanked him, and rejected the offer; adding,
that the reward Imoft wifhed for, wasto regaintheking
of Sweden's favour by his interceflion. This he promifed,
and tried every pofiible method to fuicced, but without

- fuccefs. After this I laboured fo much for the interelt of

the late emperor in his Spanifh affairs, that1 brought
about’ what f{carce an{r other man could have affected :
The Emperor, as ah acknowledgment gave me anaffign-
ment for 50,00 crowns, whichl humbly laid at his feet,
and only implored his imperial majefty’s recommenda=
tion of me to my king’s favour: This reqicft he imme-
diately granted, and gave his orders accordingly, but in
vain. Yet,notto lofe any opportunity, I'went to Mofcow

while the Swediff ambaffadors were at that court, but
.even the mediation of the Czar had no effect. After that

I diftributed among the Swedifh prifoners at Mofcow,

" at leaft 100,000 ¢rowns, to thow the ardentdefire I had,

by all ways, to regainthe favour of their fovereign.
Would to heaven' I had been equally in carneft to ob-
tain the grace of God.— At thefe wordsanother thower
of rears fell from his eyes, and he remained for fome
moments itlent, overwhelmed with grief. -

I'ufed my beft endeavours to comfort him, with the
aliurance that his grace would not be denied him, p{zi'cr&

: 3 vide



OF THE DEATH OF PATKUL. ~ 145

vided he fpent the few hours ftill left, in earneftly im-

loring it; for the door of heaven’s mercy was never
fhut, tho’ that of men might be crueliy fo. This, replied
he, this is my confolation ; for thouw ari God.and not man
to be angry for ever.

He then inveighed bitterly againft Augufius, and re-
proached himfelf for having any conneétion with a
wretch who was wholly deftitute of all faith and honour,
an atheift, without piety, and without virtue.

While he was at //ar[aw, faid he, and heard theking
was advancing to attack him, he foiind him{elf extremcly
diftrefled. He was abfolutely without money, and there-
fore obliged to difmifs fome of his troops. - He had re-
courfe ro my afliftance, and intreated me, for the love of
God, to borrow whatever fum Icould. . I procured him
400,000 Growns; 5,000 of which, the very nexc day,
he fquandered on trinkets, and jewels, which he gave in
prefents to fome of his womeén. I told him piainly
my thoughts of the matter; and by my importunity
prevailed, that the fews fhould take back their toys,
and recurn the money they had been paid for them.
The ladies were enraged; and he {ivore that I {thould,
one time or other; fuffer for wwhat I had done; there in-
deed he kept his word.  Would to God he [iad always
done fo with thofe he employed! : :

I now left him for a {hort titme, and at feven in th
evening [ returned; and the officer being retired, he ac-
cofted me with a fmiling air, and an appearance of much
tranquility : — Weicome, dear Sir, the weight that lay
heavy on my heart is removed, and Lalready fecl a
fenlible change wronght 1n my mind. 'I am ready to
die; death is more eligible than the folitude of a Jong
imprifonment. - Would ‘to heaven only, that the kind
of 1t were lefs cruel.  Can you, my dear fir, inform me
in what manner ¥ am to fuffer? 1 anfivered, that it had
not been communicated to me; but thar I imagined it
would pafs over withput noife, as only the colonel and
myfelf had notice of it :

That, reply}d he, 1 efleem asa favour, but have you
feen the fentence? Or muft 1 die, without being either
heard or condemned? My apprehenfions are of being
out to -intolerable tortures. 1 comforted him in the
Kindeft manner I could : but he was his own beft com-
forter from the word of God, with which he was par-

ticularly acquainted ; quoting among many other paf-
fages
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146 AN AGCOUNT

fages, the following in GreecK, “#We muft enter into the
kingdomt of heaven thyo’ many tribulations.
1

| _ - He then called for pen and ink, and intreated me to
! write down what he fhould dictate. I did fo, asfollows:

Teftamentuwm, or, my laft ill, as to the dij}aoﬁtion
of my effells after my death.

{8 1. His majefty king Auguftus, having firfi examined his
11 confeience thoronghly, will be fo'juft as to pay back to my
: ' velations the [um he owes me ; whichy being liquidated, will
amount to 50,000 crowns; and as my-relations are heve in
el | fevvice of Sweden, that monasch will probably obtain it
il for them.
| At this he faid, Let us ftop here a little; I'will quickly
return to finith this will; butnow lecusaddrefs ourfelves
to God by prayer. . Prayers being cnded, “Now;, cry’d
he, I find myfelf yet better, vet in a quieter frame of
mind, Oh! were my death lefs dreadful, with what
pleafure would I expiate my guile by embracing it!=——
Yes, cry’d he, after 2 pauie; I have friends in different
laces, \v{:o will weep ovey my deplorable fate. “What
will the mother of the king of Pruffia {ay? What will
be the grief of the Countefs Levolde.who attends on her?
But what thoughts muit arife in the hofom of HER; o
-whommy faithisplighted? Unhappy woman! the news
of my death will be faral to her peace of mind. My
dear pafior, may I venture to beg one favour of you?,,
I affured him he might command every fervice in my
ower: “Have the goodnefs then; faid he; preffing my
ﬁand, +he moment I am no more, to write—Alas! how
will you fet about it? a letcer to Madam Finfiedelern,
1l the lady I am promifed to— Let her know that I die
i her’s; inform her fully of my unhappy fate! Send her
l: _ _my laft and erernal farewell ! My death is in truth dif~
i 8 raceful; but my manner ot meeting it will, I hope, by
i ﬁeaven‘s and your affiitance, render it holy and bleffed.
{1 : This news will be her only confolation. Add faccher, -
1 - dear Sir, that I thanked her with my lateft breach, for
the fincere affeétion the bore me: Iviay fhe live long and
: happy : This is mydying with. ,,—1I gave him my hand
in‘promife that Iwould faithfully performall he defired.
Afterwards he took up a book: ¢ This, faid he, is of
‘my own writing. Keep it in remembrance of me, and
as a proof of my trueregard for religion.  Icould wifh
‘it might have the good fortune tobe prefented to the king,
‘ : : that
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OF THE DEATH OF PATKUL: 147

that he may be convinced, with what little foundation
1 have been accufed of Atheifm.,, Taking it from his
bhand I affured him, that my colonel would not fail to
prefent it, as foon as opportunity offered.

The reft of his time was employed in prayer, which
he went thro’ with a very fervent devotion.

On the 3oth of September L was again with him at
four inthe morning. The moment he heard me he arofe,
and rendering thanks to God, affured me he had not flept
fo foundly for a long time. We went to prayers, and
in truth his piety, and devout frame of mind; were
worthy of admiration. :

About fix hefaid he would begin his confeflion, before
the din and clamour of the people without could rife to
difturb his thoughts. He then kneeled down, and went
through his confeflion in a manner truly edifying.

The {fun beginning to appear above the horizon, he
Ipoked out of the window, faying, Salve fefia dies! This
18 my wedding-day. I looked; alas! for another, but
this 1s the happier; for to-day {hall my foul be intro-
duced into the affembly of the bleffed !

He then afked me, whether 1 vet knew in what way
he wasto die? I anfwered; that Idid not. #He conjured
me, not to forfake himj; for that he fhould find in my
company fome confolation even in the midft of tortures.
. Cafting his eye on the paper that lay upon the table,
This will, {aid he, can never be finifhed. 1 alked him,
whether he would put his name to what was already
written? No, replied -he with a'deep figh, 7 will write
that hated name no more. My relations will” find  their
accownt in another place; falute them from me. :

He then addreffed himfelf again to God in prayer, and
continued his devotions till the lieutenant entered, to
conduct him to the coach. - He wrapped himfelf up in
his cloak, and went forward a great pace, guardecf by
100 horfemen. * Being arrived at the place of execution,
we found it furrounded by 3co foot foldiers; but at the
fight of the flukes and wheels, his horror is not to be’
defcribed. . Clafping me in hisarms, Beg' of God, he ex-~
claimed, that my' fou! may not be thrown into defpair,
amid|t thefe tortures ! 1 comforted, T adjured him to fix
his thoughts on the death of Sefis Chrift, who, for our
fins, was nailed to 2 crofs. :

Being now on the {pot where he was to fuffer, he bid
the executioner to do his duty well, and put into his

K 2 hands




= B R
e e e N S e s

=

A5

e e T,
T r =
.

148 ACCOUNT OF THE DEATH OF PATKUL.

hands fome money, which he got ready for that purpofe.
He then ftretched himfelf out upon the wheel; and
while they were ftripping him naked, he begged me to
pray that God would have mercy on him, and bear u

is foul in agony. I did fo; and turning to all the
fpettators, faxd to them: “Brethren, join with me in
prayer for this unhappy man.  Zes, cry’d he, affift me,
all of you, with your [upplications to heaven.

Here the executioner gave him the firft firoke. His
cries were terrible. O (fefus! &Felus, have mercy uponme.

“This cruel fcene was much lengchened out, and of the
utmoft horror; for as the headfiman had no fkill in his '

bufinefs; the unhappy viétim received upwards of 15
different blows, with each of which were intermixed
the moft piteous groans, and invocations of the nante
of God. At lenath, after two ftrokes given on the breaft,
his firength an§ voice failed him. “In aﬁwltr-ing dying

 tone, he was juft heard to fay, Cut off my head! an

the executioner ftilllingering, he himfelf placed his head
on the fcaffold: After four firokes with an hatchet,
the head was feparated from the body, and the body
quartered. . Such was the end of the renowned Patkul ;
and may God have mercy on his foul! :
: LorENns HAGAR.
Chaplain of a Regiment.

- THE STORY. OE LE FEVER. ")
t was fome time/in the fimmer of that year, in which
Dendermond was ‘taken by the Allies, —which was
about.feven years before my tather came into the coun-
try,—and about as many, after the time, that my uncle
Toby and Trig had privately decamped from my fa=
ther’s houfe in town, in order to lay fome of the fineft
fieges to fome of the fineft fortified places in Enrope—

when my uncle Toby sasone evening getting his fupper,

with Trim fitting behind him at a fmall fideboard, that
the landlord of a little inn in the village came into the
parlour with an empty phial in his hand, to bega glafs
or two of fack: ’Tis for a poor gentleman,—I think of

the army, faid the landlord, who has been taken ill'at

my houfe four dagfs ago, and has never held up his head

fince, or had a defire to tafte any thing, ull juft now,
\ “ithat

*) The Life and Opinions of Triftram Shandy (by Mr. Sterne) Lond.
1763 -66. o9 Vol. 8. Altenburg 1772- 6 Voi, 8.
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