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CHARACTER OF THE EMPEROR CHARLES V. *)

As Charles wras the firft prince of the age in rank and
dignity, the part which he atted, whether we con-
fider the greatnefs, the variety, or the fuccels of his un-
dertakings, was the moft confpicuous. It is from an
attentive obfervation of his condué&, not from the
exaggerated praifes of the Spanifh hiftorians, or the un-
diftinguifhing cenfure of the French, that a juft idea of
Charles’s genius and abilities is to be colleéted. He
pofleffed qualities {a peculiar, as ftrongly mark his cha-
rater, and not only diftinguifh him from the princes
who «were his contemporaries, but account for that fu-
periority over them which he fo long maintained. In
forming his fchemes, he was, by nature, as well as by
habit, -cautious and confiderate, =

Born with talents, which unfolded themfelves flowly,

“and were late in attaining maturity, he was accuftomed

to ponder every fubjett that demanded his confideration
with a careful and deliberate attention. He bent the
whole force of his mind towards it,and dwelling upon
it with a ferious application, undiverted by pleafure,
and hardly relaxed by any amufement, he revolved it,
in filence, in his own breaft. .

He then communicated the matter to his minifters,
and after hearing their opinions, took his refolution
with a decifive firmnefs, which feldom follows fiich flow
confultations. In confequence of this, Charles’s meafures,
inftead of refembling the defultory and irregular fallies
of Henry VIII. or Fyancis I. had the appearance of a
confiftent {yftem, in which all the parts were arranged,
the effects were forefeen, and the accidents were provided
for. His promptitude in execution was no lefs remark-
able than his patience in deliberation. He confulted
with phlegm, but he aéted with vigour; and did not
difcover greater fagacity in his choice of the meafures
which it was proper to purfue, than fertility of genius
in finding out the means for rendering his purfuit of
them fuccefsful. Though he had naturally fo little of
the maftial turn, that during the moft ardent and buft-
ling period of life, he remained in the cabinet inactive,

et when he chofe at length to appear at the head of
Kis army, his mind was fo formed for vigorous exer-
tions in every direction, that he acquired fuch know-
ledge

¥) Robertfon’s Hiftory &e.
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ledge in'the art of war, fand fuch talents for command,
as rendered him equal in reputation and fuccefs to the
moft able generals of‘the age. But Charles poflefled, in
the moft eminent degree, the fcience which is of greateft
importance to a monarch, that of knowing men, and
of adapting their talents to the various departments
which he allotted to them. From the death of Chicures
to the end of his reign, he employed no general in the
field, no minifter in the cabinet, no ambaflador to a
foreign court, no governorof a province, whofe abilities
were inadequate to the truft repofed in them. Though
deftitute of thatbewitching affability of manners, which
gained Framcis the hearts of all who approached his
perfon, he was no ftranger to the virtues which {ecure
fidelity and attachment.  He placed unbounded confi-
dence in his generals; he rewarded their fervices with
munificence ; he neither envied their fame, nor difcovered
any jealoufy of their power. Almoft all the generals
who conduéted his armies may be placed on a level
with thofe illuftrious perfonages, who haye attained the
higheft eminence of military glory; and his advantages
over his rivals are to be aftribed fo manifeftly to the
{uperior abilities of the commanders whom he fet in
oppofition to them, that this might feem to detra&, in
fome degree, from his own merit, if the talent of dif-
covering and employing fuch inftruments were not the

moft undoubted proof of a capacity for government.
There were, neverthelefs, defects in his political cha=
racter which muft confiderably abate the admiration due
to his extraordinary talents. Charles’s ambition was
infatiable, and though there feems to be no foundation
for an opinion prevalent in his own age, that he had
formed the chimerical projeét ofeftablifhing anuniverfal
monarchy in Europe; it is certain that his defire of being
diftinguifhed as a conqueror involved him in continual
wars, which exhaufted and opprefled his fubjeéts, and
feft him little leifure for giving atrention to the interior
police and improvement of his Kingdoms, ‘the great ob-
jetts of every prince who makes the happinefs of his
eople the end of his government. Charles, at'a very
earI?' period of life, having added the imperial crown
to the kingdoms of Spain, andto the hereditary domi-
nions of the houfes offjmﬁ'ria and Burgundy, this opened
to him a vaft field of enterprize, and engaged him in
{chemes fo complicated aswellas arduous, that feeling
L2 that
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his power to be unequal to the execution of thefe, he had
often recourfe to low artifices unbecoming his {uperior
talents, and fometimes ventured on fuch deviations from
integrity as were difhonourable in a great prince. His
inﬁ(%ious and fraudulent policy appeared more confpi-
cuous, and was rendered more odious, by a comparifon
with the open and undefigning charaéter of hiscontem-~
poraries Erancis I. and Henry VIII. This difference,
though occafioned chiefly by the diverfity of their tem-
pers, muft be afcribed, in fome degree to {uch an oppo-
fition in the principles of their political conduét asaftords
fome excufe for thisdefect in Charles’s behaviour, though

" it cannot ferveas a juftification of it. Francis and Henry
. feldom aéted but from theimpulfe of their paflions, and

rufhed headlong towards the objeét in view. Charles’s
meafures being the refult of cool reflection, were dif-
pofed into a regular {yftem, and carried on upon a con-~
certed plan. Perfons who at in the former manner
naturally purfie the end in view without affuming any
difguife, or difplaying much addrefs. Such as hold the
latter courfe, are apt, In forming as well as in executin

their deﬁgns, to employ fuch refinements, as always 1ea§
to artifice in condué&, and often degenerate into deceit.

- A SATIRICAL DESCRIPTION OF LONDON
~ AND BATH.*) -

In London Xam pent up in frowzy lodgings, where there

is not room enough to fiving a cat; and I breath the
fteams of endlefs putrefaction; and thefe would, un-
doubtedly, produce a peftilence, if they were not qua-~
lified by the grofs acid of fea-coal, wich is itfelf a per-
nicious nuifance to lungs of any delicacy of texture: but
even this boafted corrector cannot prevent thofe languid,
fallow looks, that diftinguith the inhabitants of London
from thofe ruddy fsvains that lead 2 country-life—1I go
to bed after midnight, jaded and reftlefs from the diffi-
pations of the day—1I ftart every hour from my fleep,

" at the horrid noife of the watchman bawling the hdur

through every ftreet, and thundering at door; a fet of

. ufelefs fellows, who ferve no other purpofe but that of

difturbing the repofe of the inhabitants; and by five
o’clock I itart out of bed,in confequence of the I’cil{li mo:ie
read-

#) The Expedition of Humphry Clinker by the Author of Roderct

Random, (Dr, Sutollet) Lond. 1771. 3 Vol. 12
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