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180 SCHEME FOR A NEW MEMORAND. BOOK

you will not ‘damp our happinefls with fo melancholy
an event: I will venture to pledge myfelf for her
ladyf{hip.

Sir Benjamin Dove. Well for your fike perhaps Ima
prolong her departure for one day; butr I'm determin’c{,
if {he does ftay to-mortow, fhe fhall fet the firfk difh
upon the table; if ’tis only to fhew the company what

arefrattory wife inthe hands of a man of fpiritmay be, |

brought to {ubmit to. Our wives, Mr. Belfield, may
~teaze us and wvex us, and fill efcape with mmpunity ;
but if ence they thoroughly provoke us, the charm

breaKs, and they are loft for ever. ( Exeunt.

Scheme for a new Memorandum-Book for
the ufe of the Ladies, wit_h a i'pcriimen.' i)

Amor.g the many Pocket-Companions, New Memo-
randum-Books, Gentlernan and Tradefman’s Daily
Afliftants, and other productions of the like nature, cal-
culated for the ufe of thofewho mix in the buftle of the
world, I cannot but applaund thofe polite and elegant
inventions, The Ladies Meniorandum~ Books. as thefe
feem chiefly adapted to the more important bufineffes of
pleafure and amufement. 1 {hall not take upon me to
determine swhich is the moft preferable: eacﬂ of them
~being, if you believe the folemn affeverations of their
proprietors, “the beft and moft complete of its kind
that has hitherto been publithed.,,
The utility of thefe little books, with refpett to the
fair fex, is op the firft view apparent; as they are di-

vided for each day of the week into diftinét columns, .

s

allotted to the feveral branches of Engagements, Fx-
pences, and. Occafional Memorvandums. 'ﬁme[é, indeed,

comprehend every thing that can eicher atrract their re-

gard, or take up their time: I{hall therefore point out
fome particular advantages that will arife from a right

ufe and regulation of them. b :
With regard to Engagements, it is very well known,
what embarraflments, jealoufies, and quarrels, have
arifen from an erroncous management in-that moftef=
fential part of female tranfactions, the paying and re-
eciving of vifits. It has hitherto been ufiial to trift
o ' ' entirely

%) The Adventurer (by Mr. Hawkesworth) Lond. 1766. 4 Vol. 8.
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entirely in this point to the care of an illiterate footman,
or'heedlefs porter, who is to take account of all the raps

. at'the door, and to enter the names of the feveral vi-

fitants in a regular journal. Hence it frequently hap-

_pens, that the bond of amity is diffolved, and perpetnal

variance created between families,by the miftake or for-
getfulnefs of a fervant. Lady Formal and Mrs. Prim
were once the moft intimate females living: they curt-
fied to one another regularly at church and the play-
houfe, talked together where ever they met, am:iJ lefr
their names once 2 month alternately at each other’s
houfe for feveral years, till it happened that Lady For-
mal’s Swifs forgot to fet. down Mrs. Prim’s l1aft vifit to”
herladyfhip; which occafions them now to ftare atone
another liké perfect firangers, while each confiders the
other as guilty of that moft atrocious crime, the owing
a vifie. = A card was fent two months beforehand to in-
vite Mrs. Gadabout to a rout; but by the negligence of
the maid it unfortunately mifcarried, before the date of *
it was pofted in the day-book, and confequently fhe
was prevented from going. The affront wasunpardon-
able; her abfence rendered one swhift-table ufelefs;
theneglect wastold every wwhere; and the innocent Mrs.

- Gadabout wonders at the reafon why the is fo feldom

mvited at a party in card-aflemblies. Thefe lamentable
miftaKes are therefore, effetually guarded againft by the
ufe of the Memorandum - Book, which puts it in every
lady’s power to keep a more exaét regifter of all. her
Engaments, and to ftate the balance of vifits fairly

between debtor and creditor. s
And as there is certainly no yirtue more amjable, or
of greater emolument, than female ceconomy to which
nothing contributes more than'a juft knowledge of ex-
pences, the Memorandum-Book, has alfo wifely pro-
vided for this; in which, under the article of Expences,
the lady may fer down the particular fums faid out in
mafquerade thickets, fubfcription concerts, wax-lights
for routs, drums or hurricanes, birth-day fiuts, chair--
hire and the like : {he may alfo'’know the true balance
between her winnings and loofings, and make a due re=
gifiry of her debtsof honour.  For want of thismethod
many widows of diftinétion have imperceptibly run
out the whole income of their jointures ina few months,
and been forced to retire the reft of the year intocountry
lodgings ; and many married ladies have been con-
i M 3 firained
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ftrained to petition the brutes their hufbands for the
advance of a quarter’s pin-money, to fatusfty the im-
portunate dunnings of a needy honourable gamefter.

The blank alloted for Occafional Memorandums may

be filled up from time with thelye of the day, topics of |

fcandal, names and abodes of miliners, defcriptions of
new fathions, and "a hundred other circumftances of
equal importance. = This will greatly relieve the me-
mory, and furnifh an inexhauftible ftore of marter for
polite converfation. :

There is another very pleafing advantage arifing from
the ufe of thefe books, as we are informed by one of the
compilers, who acquaints us, that “if preferved, they
will enable any lady to tell what bufinefs {he has trani=
acted, and what company f{he has heen in, every day,
during any peri6d of her life.,, How enchanting, how
rapturous; muft fich areview prove to thofe whomake
a figure 1nthe polite world? to live over their days
again! to recall the tranfporting idea of mafquerades,
plays, concerts, cards, and drefs! to revive loit enjoy-
ments, and in imagination to tread over again the
delightful round of paft pleafures!

I was led to the confideration of this fubje& by a vifit
1 the other day made a polite lady, whom I found

earneftly employed in writing. I would have with-

drawn 1mmediately; but {he told me fhe was only

* entering fome particulars in her memorandum-book,
which would foon be finifhed, and defired me to take

a chair. I exprefled fome curiofity to know her method;
upon which fhe very frankly put the book into my
hand; bidding me perufe it; ‘“for,,, fays {he, “Ido no-
thing that I need be afhamed of.,;. As fhe was foon
after called out of the room; I took the opportunity of
tranfcribing her firft sweeks account, which {) thall faith-
fully prefent to my fair readers, as a farther illuftration
of the ufe of thefe books, and if they pleafe, asa pattern
for their prattice. |

Engagements. Occafional Memo-
January. ' randums.

I. Monday. To call at City politenefs into-

Deard’s in the morning. lerable! Crammed with
Todinewith my hufband’s mince<pies, and farigued

uncle, the city merchant.  with compliments of the

2. Tutes- feafon!
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- odeafon! Play at-Popg Joan

- 2. Tuesday. In themo;'n—
ing with the Mifs Flareits,
to drive to the filk-mercers,
&c. At night to go to the
Genil.

2. Wednesday. - Expect
Mademoifelle de. la Toure
to try on my French head.
In the evening to pay forty-

three vifits,

4. Thursday. My own

day at home. To have a

drum major and feventeen

card-tables.

s, Friday. To go to the
auction with Lady ‘Nick-
nack. To dine at home
with a parcel of my huf-
band’s city relations.

6. Saturday. Monfieur
Le Erife all:the morning to

drefs my head.. At mght

(being Twelfth-night) at
court. To dance, if I can,
with the handfome Bob
Brilliant.

. Sunday. If Lrife foon
enough, St.James’s church.
In the afternoon to write a
defence of Hoyle to Mifs
Petulant at Bath, who has
controverted fome of his

- principles. Lady Brag’sin

the evening.

for pence; O the creatures!
A beautiful nesy French
brocade at Silvercongue’s

- on Ludgatehill. Mem. To

teize my hufband to buy
me a fuitof it, Engagedthe
ftage-box for Woodward's
night. _
Mademoifelle the milliner
tells me Lady Z’s in the
firaw~—=Told it as a great
féecrer at Lady F's, the

countefs of L’s, Mrs. R’s, .

&c. &c. &c.
Mifs Sharp is a greater

cheat than her mamma..

Company went before five.
Stupid creature Mrs.Down-
right! mever to have read
Hoyle!
- Lady Nicknack finely
taken in. Thewhole day a
blank. Head-ach. Could
not drefs.” Went to bed
horrid foon ;—before one.
Hufband drunk. Lay a-
lone, my maid fat by me,
My left temple finged
with the curling iron, Se-
veral fine French dreffes at
courty - but Jady Home-
bred’s, paulery Englith! Sir
John Dapperwit whifpered
me, that Mifs Bloom was al-

moft as charming asmyfelf.
-+ She muft paint Tam certain.

Notuptill twwo, Finifhed
my letter at fix, and fent
John exprefs with it. Bad
luck at night. Never could

Win on Sunda{ls. Mifs Se-

rious, who  hates cards,
fays it 1s a judgment.

Mg Among

=1




184 THE' CHARACTE R

Among the Articlcs'under‘ Expences 1 found
: the following,

January. il A
1. Bought atDeard’s, a bauble for a new year’s

gift to my little god-child = - b L i A4

3. To Mrs. La Toure in part of her'bill - 31 .10 &

To ditto for extraordinary trouble - 3 12 0

5. Bought at an auétion, a china lapdog 4 o o

6. Moniicur le Frife, for drefling my head, &c. o 10 6

7. Loft ac cards, at Lady Brag’s - S Al DO

I intend in a future paper to take notice of fome other
advantages to be drawn from fuch a ufe of thofe Megmno-
randum- Books, as above ftated; and fhall ac prefent
conclude with defiring my female readers to fupply
themfelves immediately, and to/fend me an account of
‘the ufe they makeof them.: » =

-

THE CHARACTER OF A GAMESTER
DEFENDED. *)

If gaming does an aged fire entice,
Then my young mafter fiviftly learns thevice, :
And fhakes, in hanging fleeves, the little box and dice.
' 4 : - - Dyyden.
e - To the Adventuier, '
Siir, - ] s A . _
It is a remark of fome Philofophers, that there is a
malignity in human nature, which.urges every man

0 deﬁref’s him who is already finking. The Gamefier .

is a charaéter, at which'the artillery of the Legiflature
hasbeen long levelled: the praétice of his profeflion has,
been rendered extremely-difficult,  and the inftruments
of it have beendeftroyed wherever they could be found
he bas been perfecuted by Juftices, Conftables and
‘Watchmen; he has languifhed in Newgate, and toiled
in Bridewell. - Under this accumulared diftrefs, he is
not the objett of pity but contempr; every mouth is
open againft himj he is curfed by the mechanic and the
trader, derided by wits,'and hooted by the mob. In
-defence of this injured chataéter; which I have long
born, and of which I am not yet afhamed, perm\n me,
O appear in your paper. 881 b

& :ﬁ) Teh'e Advtﬂt}]rcr= &L'. . #
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