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DESCRIPTION OF SOME QUADRUPEDS. 217
o brightly in his wifh with you, that our government
had {hewn more refpect for Corfican liberty ; and think
it difgraces ourNation, that we do notlive in friendfhip
with a-brave people, engaged in the nobleft of all con-
tefts; a contelt againft tyranny! ‘and who have never
given us anycaufe of complaine. 'Befides fympathy of
fentiment, which is a natural bond of union, we ought
in policy to fhew as much regard for them, as the Ge-
fioefe their oppreflors have fhéwn for the French in our
late war with that natior.  Believe me with fincere
fegard and efteem '

Your moft obedient and obliged
humble fervane ... - ..

Littleton.

DESCRIPTION ‘OF SOME QUADRUPEDS. *)

A nimals of the Ape kind are in Guigna in greater
number and variety, than in any other part af the

- known world.
% The Orang-Outang in this part of America is much

larger thameicher the Afvican or Oriental, if the accounts
of the natives may be rclied on; for I'do not find that
any of them have been feen by the White Inhabitants
on this Coaft, who never penetrate far into the woods.
Thefe ammals, ‘in all the different languages ‘of the
natives, are called by names fignifying a Wild Man.
They are reprefented by the Indians as being near five
feet in height; maintaining an ere& pofition, and having
a human form,’thinly covered “wirh fhort black hairj
but I fufpect that their height has been augmented by
the fears of the' Zndians, \vio greatly dread them{'and
inftantly. fly” as {foonras one is'difcovered; fothatnone
of them have ever been; taken alive, much lefs any at-
tempts:made for taming them.: The Tndiansrelate many
tabulous ftories of thefe animals; and like the inhabi-
tants of Africa and the Egff, affert; thatthey will atrack
the males.and ravifh the females of the human fpecies. °

The Ape; here called a Quato;is large,’ and covered
all over with long black hair, except the face; which is
bald, and-wrinkled. "The ears are large, and of ahu<
wman form,tlie eyes deeply fiinkin their orbits, and'the

s 0 .:5: A L - 1. "nb{b : A
) Bancroft’s Effay on the Natural Hiftory of Guiana, London 1769. §.
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218 DESCRIPTION OF SOME QUADRUPEDS,

A\
nofe very much refembling that of a Negro, but finaller,
The: body 15 near two f‘twt in length, and reund the

thorax about eighteen inches in circumference, They

have neither beard nor tail. Thefe animals are fre-

quently tamed, and in all ctheir actions demonftrate an

uncommon art and dexterity,, not withour a mixture

of that milchievous fagacity for whichthey are remark-

able. ‘When their hands or fore feet are tied behind the

back, they will walk and run in an ereét pofition for

a whole day, with the fame eafée and tamiliarity as

though they were in their natural pofture. When oné
of thefe animals is beatr, he immediately runs and

climbs a lemon or orange tree; and if he is purfued,

will pick'the lemons and oranges, and drop them on the

head of the purfuer, and even endeavour to repel him

by voiding h:s excrements upon him; at the fame time

making a variety of grimaces, and affluming a thoufand

ridiculous attitudes, which afford ne fmall diverfion to

the fpeétators. :

The Howling Baboons, as they are here called, feem
to be the animals which are called by the natives of
Brafil Guereba. Theyare of the fize of a foxy covered
with fine fimooth hair, of a thining black, except on the?
legs, =vhere it is of a brownith chefnut coleur. - The
vifage of this animal is ereét, and pretry much re-
fembles that of the Quato, but its ears are {inaller, the
eyes more prominent, and the chin is covered with a
long fireight black beard. They havea long tail, which
1s almoft naked towards the end, the hair being pro-
bably worn off, by frequentky clafping round the
branches of trees, when they remove from one to an<
other.  They are the moft numerous and vociterous of
all the Mcmkey' tribe, and frequently affemble by hun-
dreds, both by night and day, and fet up an inceflant
loud and.difagreeable howling, which is heard ata great

diftance, and is not a little troublefome to the inhabi-

" tants. ‘Sometimes the howling is kept up only by one
- for feveral minutes, until the reft join in the chorus;
but thefe intermiffions are not very frequent; as they
feem to abhor taciturnity at thefe affemblies, and are:
unwilling to deny themfelves the pleafureof contributing
a thare to this noify entertainment. ‘ Befides thefe; there
1s another Monkey, fomewhat larger than the howling
Monkey, which is covered with long reddifh hair,
having large ears, a long red beard, and a long bufhﬁr
v : ; talls
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_ ﬂ:ecies of thefe animals, almoft every day prefenting a
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tail. Thefe animals, if poffible, makeia more hideous
yell than the former; but happily their meetings are
zc':i's frequent. -
As the Orang-Outang is the largeft, {o the Saccawinkee
is the fmalleflt of the Ape tribe'in Guiana. Its name isof
Indian-origin, though 1t has been adopted by the White
Inhabitants. Thebody of a Saccawinkee, from thé head
to the root of the tail, 1s about fix inches in length: the
tail 1s about nine inches long, and covered with very

long black hair: the head is {fmall, asare the ears, which

are almoft round; the nofe 1s flender and flat!“and the
eyes fomewhat prominent, and of a fhining black co-
four: the face 1s covered with a fine white downy haits
and the body is cloathed with long hair, of a{hining
black, except'at the points, where 1t is white. - Thefe
animals are frequently tamed, and their tricks and
gelftures are not a little diverting; but they can never
be divefted of a mifchievous difpofition, for which they
are remarkable, and which {eems conftitutional.
Between the Quato and Saccawinkee there are nu-
merous {pecies of thefe animals, of intermediate fizes, of
which it would be impoflible to convey diftinétideasby
verbal defcriptions, were I able to-give them; but not-
withftanding I have refided in Guiana near threeyears,
I can by no means pretend to have feen all the different
fferent kind to my obfervation, either in poﬂ'::ﬁionbof
the lidians, or in the woods, where they aré {o numerous,
that fcores are often in view at once. Nor are thefe ani=
mals a little troublefome, as they frequently rob théplan~-
tations of fruit, maize, rice, &c. Thefe expeditions they
undertake with great {agacity, ever,ufing the precaution

-to place a centinel on a commodious high tree, to an-

riounce the approachof an enemy; a duty towhich;itis
faid, they fubmit alternately; and that when they are
furprized through the negligence or inattention of their
centinel, they punifh him feverely.

¥)There isa fort of BABOON at the Cape of Good Hope,
with a head refembling that of'a Dog, with very ugly
and frightful features. 'However the fore part of the
body much refembles that of 2 man; but the teeth are
large and fharp. The fore feet arc very.like hands; and
: SRS F b o1 - ! : thofe

#) R. Brooles’s M. D. Natural Hiftery of Quadtupeds, with cuts.

London 1763. 6 Vol. §.
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536 DESCRIPTION OF ‘SOME QUADRUPEDS.

thofe behind ré@mble mbn’s: | Their whole body is col
vered with ‘hair, ‘except the'thighs, which are quite
bare, and full of fcratches. E e

When they ate in great diftrefs, that is, when they are
humed by Dogs, or are beaten for any fault, they figh,

'g]:oan_, and weep, like human creatures in a fright, or
t

at are in great pain.  They are very fond of grapes,
apples, and all fores of fruit in general that grow in the
gardens. When they get mto a: vineyard where the
graves are ripe, they fill them{elves fo. immoderately
with them, that they may be eafily taken. Their
fingers are armed with nails and claws that render them
formidable to'Dogs, szhich for that reafon.cannot
éalily take them. When they perceive any pafienger in
the fields that 1s obliged to dine in the open air, he muft
be very. attentive, otherwife they will certainly carry
off fome of his 'victuals.  If they fucceed they make fo
many grimaces, and put themielves into {uch ridiculons

poftures, that a man muft be very melancholy indeed to

forbear laughing at them.

Thefe animals are under fome fort of difcipline, and

o about what they undertake with fuch fkill, cunning,
and forefight, that are very wonderful.  As for inftance
when they rob an ofchard, a garden, or a vineyard.
They go upon thefe expeditions in large companies, and

| part of them: enter the inclofure while one is fet to

watch; and the reft ftand without the fence, and form

~ a fort of a'line, which runs from the place they are
" pillaging tothat of their rendevous. E‘Ver‘z thing being

thus difpofed; the Baboons'within the orchard, throw
the fruit to thofe that are withount as faft as they gather
it; or if the hedge or wall be high, to thofe that fit
thereon, who deliver them to thofe withouty and fo
on all along the line, which ufually terminates in'fome
mountain. They carch the fruit as readily as the moft
{kilful player can a ball. . Whilethis 1s doing they keep

- a deep ilence, and perform their work extremely quick.

When: the centinel perzeives any éne coming he {ets up
a ‘great cry, and at'this: fignal the: whole company
difappears 1n an' inftant, /- The :Duich at theCape fome-
zimes take the young ones of thefe Baboons, and teed
themt with Goat’s or Sheep’s.milk. © When they are
ramed and grown up, they watch the houfe as carefully
as the beft Dog:in Fwropes - (..

: ; The




DESCRIPTION OF SOME QUADRUPEDS. 2271

The American BEAVER, is now better known than
the others, for of this we have a very exa¢t defcription
from the*WMemoirs: of ‘the Royal - Academy at Paris. The
hair which covers/the whole body, except the rail, is
not alike throughout 5 for there are two forts mixed
together, which differ not only in length; but in colonr
and thicknefs. Part of it is about an inch and a half
long, and as thick as the ‘hair of a man’s head, very
{hining, and of a brown colour, inclining fomewhat to
A tawny. It is of a clofefubftance, and {o folid, that
no cavity can'be perceived with a microféope, -

The {horteft 1s about' an mch long, and 1s 1n greater
plenty than the Europeans it is likewife more finall and
foft, infomuch, that irfeels almoft like filk. " This diffe-
rence of the hair or furj is to be met with in feveral
animalsj but more particularly in the Beaver, the Otter,
and the Wild Boar;. which perhaps may be the more
neceflary for thefe creatures, becaufe they delight)in
muddy places, and the longeft hair may ferve tokeep
the mud from penerrating to the {kin.: Yod

The head from the nofe to the hind part, is five inches
and a half long, and five inches broad from the promi-
nence of the two check bones. The ears are like thofe of
anOtter, being round, and very fthort: They are covered
with hair on the outfide, but are almoft nakedwwithin.

It 15 commonly faid that thefe animals delight in
gnawing ot trees, and in reality, the teeth fetm ro'be
very proper for that purpofe, efpecially thefe before;

_but they are not {tharp pointed to ferve mftead of a faw,

as fome have affirmed; or at leaft; theyare not {fo mn the
Anierican Beaver; but-they are proper to cut with, like
thofe of Squirrels, Porcupines, and Rats. :

The ftructure of the feet1s very extraordinary, and
fhew plainly, that nature defigned thefe animals to live
as well in the water as on thedand. For though the
have four feet like terreftrial animals; yet thofe behind

‘are as fit for fivimming as walking, and the five toes of

which they confift; arejoined together like thole of a
Goofe; bntinfhape, they are like'the hand of a man,
only they are covered with hair on the outfide; and the
nails are long and fharp, rrthefigure.
Many authors have faid, that the Beaver in-moft things
refembles an Otter ; but now it plamnly appearsthey were
miftaken. ‘The Aeademifts of Paris {uppofe, that this er=
ror may have arifen from: theig haying {ecn the Beaver?:‘ ,
- ’ o
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222 BESCRIPTION. OF SOME QUADRUPEDS,

of Europe only; becaufe as they afirm, the European are
webfooted betore like Geefe; whereas thofe of America
are only fo in their hind feet ;. and therefore, the account
of Gigfner, mult have been taken partly from thefelaft.
The length of the fore feetis fix inches and a half from
the elbow’ to the end of the longeft finger, ‘and three

-inches from.the beginning of the hand to' the fame ex-

tremity. The hind feet are the longeft, bei'ng fix inches
from the extremity of the heel to the end of the longeit
toe, which is the {econd. Befides the five ingers and
toes which have nails at the end, are a little flanting in
their thape, and hollow in the infide like quills, thereis
on theexternal part of eachfoot both before and behind;

at litzle bone which makes a2 protuberance, ‘and might
\ ‘be taken for a fixth finger if it had been {¢parated from

the foor; butas it isnot; it feems to be defigned to give
more hrmnefs and ftrength therero. &
The tail has fomewhat that refembles a fith, and feems

to have no manner of relation to the reft of the body, *

which is like that of a land animal. It is covered with
a {kin, furnithed with fcales that are joined together by

a pellicle. Thefe fcalesare of the thickne(s of parchment, .
_above a line and a half in length, and generally of the

figure of a hexagori, having {ix corners. Thofe underthe
tail differ but little from thofe above, except in having

. two or three little hairs on each. The colour is ofa

greyilh brown, inclining a little to that of flate. When

 the {kin of a Beaver is drefled; the fcales fall off, but

leave their print behind them. - When the tail was dif=

fecred the fleth was pretry flat, and was not unliKe that

of large fith. It is about eleven inches in length, and at
the root not above two broad; but it grows broader as
it approaches the middle, where it is three inches; and
then it grows lefs again to the end, where it terminates
in an oval. It is about two inches thick near the root;
but grows gradually thinner to thevery end; infomuch,

- that it is no more than an inch thick in the middle,

and net quite half oneat the extremity.
Several writers have taken notice of the ingenuity of
American Beavers in making their houfes, of which L

{hall now give fome account. . The firft thing they do.

when they are about to build, is to affemble 1n compa-~
nies, fometimes of two or three hundred together; then
they chufe a place where plenty of provifions are to be

~ had, and whereall neceflaries are to be found proper for

12

. , their
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their ufe.! Their houfes are always in the water; and

(F3

‘awhen they can find neither lake nor pond, they endea-

vour to {upply'that defect by ftopping the current of a
brook or fma{rl river; by means of a dam. Tothisend
they firft cut down trees inthe following manner: Three
or four Beavers will go'to work about a large tree, and
by continually gnawing of it with theirteeth, they atlaft
throw it down, and fo contrive matters thatit always
falls towards the water, thatthey may have the lefs way
to carry it, when they have divided it into pieces. Arter
they have done this, they take each piece by itfelf, and
roli ittowards the water, where they intend ro placeir.

Thefe pieces are more or lefs thick and long, accor-
ding to the nature and fitcuatien of the places where they
are required. Sometimes they make ufe of the large
trunks ot trees, which they lay down flat; {ometimes
the dam only confiits of branches as thick as one’s thigh;
which are fupported by ftakes interwoven with the
branches of trees; and all the vacant places are filled up
with: a fort of clay, in fuch a2 manner, that no water
can pafs through them. They prepare the clay with
their paws or hands; and their tails {ferve inftead of 2
carriage; as well as a trowel to lay on their clay.

The foundations of the dams. are generally ten or
twelve feet thick, and they leffen gradually till they
come to two or three. Theyalways obferve an exaét
proportion, in[‘om}lch,_ that the moit curious architetts
are not capable of performing their avork more regu-
larly. That fide towards the current of the water is
always floping, but the other is perpendicular.

The conftruction of the houfes is, altbgether as won-
dertul; tor they are generally built upon piles in {mall
lakes, which are formed by making of the dams.  So-
metimes they are on the bank of ariver, or on the ex-

- tremity of a point of land, which advances into the

water:. They are of a round or oval form, and the top
of them 1s like a dome. ; ;

This defcription of one of their houfes which was
examined and meafured, will perhaps give the reader
more fatisfaction than an account in general.  This of
which I am now f{peaking , was about three parts {ur-
rounded with water, and the other part was joined to
the land.® It was round, with an oval dome at the top,
and the height above the furface of the water, was cight
feet. It was about forty feer in diameter, and one hun-

_dred




for theyfinifh their work towards the end of September,
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dred and:twenty in circumference, which perhaps may
feem firange, becaufe the proportion is geometrical; this
however, 1s fa&, for 1twas meafiired feveral times. The
parcthatjoined to the bank was not made out of it, but
was of the {fame materials with the reft. :
The bottom of the houfé was of earth, or foil, with
pieces of wood laid in it, above three inches in circum-
terence ; thena parcel of poplar fticks laid with one end
in ithe houfe, and another flanting a long way under
water 5 then a layerof earth again, and then poplar
fticks, which were repeated to the height of cighteen
inches.  From thence to the top of the houfe there was

a mixture of earth, ftones, and fticks, curioufly put,

together; and the whole ##as covered with fods, thar
had long grafs growing thereon. The largeft pieces of
wood made ufe of near the top, were about three inches

qn diameter; and all the reft swas fmall ftuff, not above

two or three fingers thick. £ |

The outermoft part of this houfe did not ftand farther
out in the creek than the edge of the thore ; but that
which brought the warter almoft round the houfe were
the trenches, which were made by taking out the earth;
thefe were nine feet in the broadeft:part, and eighteen
feet in length. The creek at the front of the hotife was
fix ‘and thirty feet broad, and feemed to be pretry deep.
The houfe was {o contrived as to be very folid, for there
was no breaking intoitwithout an ax; andinthefrofty
feafon it 'was quite impenetrable. From chis houfe there
were feveral paths into the wood, through which they
drew the fticks and trees, which they made ufe of for
food or building. ?

The wall of the houfe was two feet thick, and itwas
covered with fimooth clay on the infide in fiuch a man-
ner, that it would not admit the lealt breath ofait. Two
thirds of the ftruture was out of the water; and inthe

upper part, each Beaver had his particular place;, whe- -

reon leaves were firewed to lie upon.

There neverwas any filth feen 1n any of thefe houfes,
which are made like an oven in the infide, with a paf-
fage for thefe animals to go and bathe in the water.
One ‘of thefe will generally lodge about eight or ten
Beavers, though fometimes they have held thirty; but
this is very uncommon. :

Thereatures are never {urprized by the froft and fhow

and
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and ‘then they lay in provifions for the winter. In'the
fimmer time they live upon fruits, and the barks and
leaves of trees; and they likewife catch fimall fifh, and
particularly Crabs or Crawhith. However, their. winter
provifion is the tender branches of trees; particularly
poplar, of which they feem to be very fond. It is ufurally
{aid, and upon pretty good authority, that thefe Beavers
make the walls of their houfes of a thicknefs in propor-
tion to the feverity of the fiicceeding winter, which if
true; thefe anumals muift be furnithed with uncommon
forefight. .

When there are great floods caufed by.the melting of
the mow, which damage the houfes of the Beavers; they
then leave them, and fhift for themfelves as well as
they canj however, the females return as foon as«<he
are abared ;' but the males keep the field till oruly, svhen
they affemble again to repair the damage that has been
done by the flood, cither to their houfes or dams. "Se-
veral authors have faid, that the Beavers make feveral
rooms in their houfes; but this upon examination has
beenifoundto be falfe. Hi - BN

In hunting the Beavers, the favages fometimes thoot

them, always getting on the contrary fide of the wind;
for they are Very thy, -quick in hearing; ‘and of a very
keen:fcent. This is generally done when the Beavers
are at work, or on {hore feeding on poplar bark. 'If
they hear any noife when at work, they immediately
jump into the water, and continue there fome times
and when they rife, it is at a diftance from the place
where they went in. : 3%
. They fometimes are taken with traps; thefe are no-
thing but poplar fticks laid in a path near the whter;
which when the Beaver begins to feed upon, they caufe
a large log of wood to fall upen their necks, which is
put in motion by their moving of the fticks; and con-
fequently requires an ingenious contrivance. . The {2~
vages generally prefer this way of taking them, becaufe
it ﬁoes not damage their {kins.

-An the winter time thev break the ice.in-two places
at 2 diftance from the houfe, the oné behind the other.
Then they take away the broken ice with.akind of a
racket, the better to fee zvhere to place their flakes.
They faftentheir nets to thefe, which have large mefhes,
and fometimes are eighteen or twenty yards in length.
When thefe are fixed, they proceed to demolith the

feiiobuod. - 38 ol A o houte,
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houfe, and turn.a Dog therein, which terrifying the

Beaver he immediately leaves it, and rakes to the water,

after which, he is foon entangled by the net.

. Mr. Lawfon who was. general furveyor of North Ca-
rolina, affirms; that Beavers are very plenty in that
country. He confirms what has been faid abeut.their
ingenuityin building of their dams and houfes, and ob-
ferves, that their food is chiefly the barks of trees and
{hrubsy fuch as that of the-faffafras, alh; fweer gnm,
and feveral others. ' He adds, that if they are taken
young, they will become very tame; but then they
will do a great deal of mifchief in the eré¢hards, by
breaking the trees. They will likewife block up the
doors of the houfes in the night, with the fticks, and
wood which they bring thither. He fartheriintorms
us, thatit is certain death for them to eat anything that
is falt. - The flefh 1s looked upon as very delicate food;
but the tail is the greateit dainty, and is1n grear requeft.

SOME CHAPTERS OUT OF THE HISTORY. OF
TOM: JONES ‘A°FOUNDLING; *)

- Book IV. Chap. 4. 8 and 10..

This matter, then, which put an end to the debate
meéntioned 1n the laft chapter, was no other than
a quarrel berween Mafter Blifil and Tom Jones, the con-
fequence of which had beena bloody nofe to the former;

for though Mr. Blifil,” notwithftanding he was the

younger, was in fize above the other’s match, vetTom
was much ‘his fuperior at the noble art of boxing.
Tom;, however, cantioufly ‘avoided all engagements

with that youth; for befides that Tommy Jones was an®

inoffeniive lad amidft all his roguery; and really loved
Blifil, Mr. Thwakum being always the fecond of the
latter, would have been'{ufficient to deter him.

But well fays a certain Author no manis wifeat all
hours; it is therefore no swonder that a boy 1s not fo:
A difference arifing - ac play between the two lads, Mr.
Blifil called'Tom a beggarly baftard. Upon which the

latter, who was fomewhat paffionate in his difpofition, -
immediately caufed that pheenomenon in the face of the

former, which we have above remembered.. .
: v i Tl MI’.
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