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226 ~ THE HISTORY OF TOM JONES

houfe, and turn.a Dog therein, which terrifying the

Beaver he immediately leaves it, and rakes to the water,

after which, he is foon entangled by the net.

. Mr. Lawfon who was. general furveyor of North Ca-
rolina, affirms; that Beavers are very plenty in that
country. He confirms what has been faid abeut.their
ingenuityin building of their dams and houfes, and ob-
ferves, that their food is chiefly the barks of trees and
{hrubsy fuch as that of the-faffafras, alh; fweer gnm,
and feveral others. ' He adds, that if they are taken
young, they will become very tame; but then they
will do a great deal of mifchief in the eré¢hards, by
breaking the trees. They will likewife block up the
doors of the houfes in the night, with the fticks, and
wood which they bring thither. He fartheriintorms
us, thatit is certain death for them to eat anything that
is falt. - The flefh 1s looked upon as very delicate food;
but the tail is the greateit dainty, and is1n grear requeft.

SOME CHAPTERS OUT OF THE HISTORY. OF
TOM: JONES ‘A°FOUNDLING; *)

- Book IV. Chap. 4. 8 and 10..

This matter, then, which put an end to the debate
meéntioned 1n the laft chapter, was no other than
a quarrel berween Mafter Blifil and Tom Jones, the con-
fequence of which had beena bloody nofe to the former;

for though Mr. Blifil,” notwithftanding he was the

younger, was in fize above the other’s match, vetTom
was much ‘his fuperior at the noble art of boxing.
Tom;, however, cantioufly ‘avoided all engagements

with that youth; for befides that Tommy Jones was an®

inoffeniive lad amidft all his roguery; and really loved
Blifil, Mr. Thwakum being always the fecond of the
latter, would have been'{ufficient to deter him.

But well fays a certain Author no manis wifeat all
hours; it is therefore no swonder that a boy 1s not fo:
A difference arifing - ac play between the two lads, Mr.
Blifil called'Tom a beggarly baftard. Upon which the

latter, who was fomewhat paffionate in his difpofition, -
immediately caufed that pheenomenon in the face of the

former, which we have above remembered.. .
: v i Tl MI’.
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M. Blifil now, with his blood running from his nofe,
and the tears galloping after from his eyes, appeared
before his uncle and the tremendous Thwackums in
which court an indi@ment of affanlt, battery and
wounding, was inftantly prefered againft Tom; who,
in his excufe, only pleaded the provocation, whichwas
indeed-all the matter that Mr. Blifil had omitted.

It 15 indeed poflible, that this circumftance might have
efcaped his memory; for in his reply, he pofirively m-
fifted, that he had made ufe of no fuch appellation; ad-
ding, “Heaven forbid fuchnaughty words {hould ever
“come out of his mouth.,, |

Tom, though agaft all form of law, rejoined in af-
firmance of the words.  Upon which Mr. Bhifil faid,
“It 15, ho wonder; thofe who will tell one fib, will
“hardly ftick at another. 1If I'had told my mafter fuch
“a wicked fib as: you' have done, I {hould be afhamed
“to thew my face.,,

“What fib, child.s; cries Thwackum, pretty eagerly.

Why,: he told you that nobody was with hun a-
“(hooting, when he killedthe partridge; but he knows,
(here he burft into aflood of tears) “yes, he knowsy for
*he confeffed ittome, that Black George the gamekeeper
“was there. - Nay, he'faid,— yes you did;=—deny ic if
“you can, that you would not have confefied the truth,
“tho’ mafter had cut youto pieces:s, £

At this the fire flathed from Thwackum’s eyes, and he
cried out in trinmph, “Oh! oh this is vour miftaken
“notion of honour! this:is the boy who was not to be
“whipped again!;, But Mr. Allworthy, avith a more
gentle afpect turnedtoswards the lad; and faid, “Is/this
“true, child! ‘How came you to periift fo obftinately in
“a falfehood?,, 15 .

Tom faid, “He fcorned a lie as much as'any ones
“but he thought his honour engaged him to aé as he

“did 5 for he had promifed the poor fellow to'conceal

“him: which,,, he faid, “he ‘thought himfelf: farther
“obliged to, as the gamekeeper had begged him not to

. “go nto the gentleman’s manor, and had a¢ laft gone

“himfelt in compliancewich his perfuations. ;- He faid,
this was the whole trath of the matter, ‘and e would
take hisoath of it; andconcluded with very pafiionately
begging Mr. Allworthy,*ro have compaffioh onthe poor
“fellow’s family, efpecialiy‘as he himfelf only had been
“guilty, and the other hadbeen very difficalely prevailed
: TS : P2 “on
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¢“on to do what he did. Indeed, Sir,,, faid he, “it could
“hardly be called a lie that I told; for the poor fellow
“was entirely innocent of the whole matter. I {hould
“have gone alone after the birds; nay, I did go art firft,
“and he only followed me to prevent more mifchief.
“Do, pray Sir, let me be punil}md‘, take my little horfe
“away againj but pray, Sir, forgive poor George. .,

Mr. Allworthy hefirated a few moments, and then
difmiffed the boys, advifing them to live more friendly
and peaceably together. |

The reader may remember, that Mr. Allworthy gave
Tom Jones a little horfe, as a kind of fmart-money
for the punithment which he imagined he had fuffered
innocently. a2 :

This horfe Tom kept above half a year, and then
rode him to a neighbouring fair; and fold him.

At his return, being quetitoned by Thackum, what he
had done with the money for which the horfe was fold,
he frankly declared he would not tell him. |

“Qho!,, fays Thwackum, “you will not! then I will
“have it out of your br—h3,, that being the place to
which he always applied for information on every
doubtful occation. -

Tom was now mounted on the back of a footman,
and every thing prepared for execution, when Mr. All-
worthy entering the room, gave the criminal a réprieve,
and took him with him into another apartment; where
being alone with Tom, he put the fame queftion to him
which Thwackum had before atked him.

Tom anfwered, he could in duty refufe him nothing;
but as for that tyrannical rafcal, ?1(3 would never make
himany otheranfiwerthan with a cudgel, with which he
hoped foon to be able to pay him for all hisbarbarities.

Mr.. Allworthy «very feverily reprimanded the lad,
for his indecent and difrelpectful expreflions concerning
his mafter, but much more for his avowing anintention
of revenge., He threatned him with the entire lofs of
his favour, if he ever heard fuch another word from
his mouth; for he faid he would never fupport or be=
friend a reprobate. By thefe and the like geclaranoﬁs.
he extorted fome compunéiions from Tom, in which
that youth was not over fincere; for he really medi-
tated fome return for all the fmarting fayours he had

- received
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received at'the hands of the pedagogue.  He was how-
“eyer, brought by Mr. Allworthy to exprefs a concern
for his refentment againft Thwackum; and than the

ood'man, after fome wholefome admonition, permitted
ﬁlm to proceed, which he did, as follows.

“Indeed, my dear Sir, 1 love and honour you more
“than all the world: 1 know the great obligations I
“have to you, and fhould deteft myfelf, if I thought my
“heart was capable of ingratitude. Could the- little
“horfe you gave me fpeak, I am fure he could tell you
“how fond 1 was of your prefent: for I had more plea-
“fure in feeding him than inriding him. = Indeed, Sir,
“it went to my heart to part with him; nor would I
“have fold him upon any other account in the world
“than what I did. You yourfelf, Sir, I am convinced,
“in my cafe, would have done the fame; for none ever
“fo fenfibly felt misfortunes of others. What would
“you feel, dearSir, if you thought yourfelf the occafion
“of them [— Indeed, Sir, there never wasany mifery like
“theirs,—Like whofe, child?,, fays Allworthy: “What
“do you mean?,, “Oh, Sir,,, anfwered Tom, “your
“poor gamekeeper, with all his large family, ever fince
“you difcharged him, have been perifhing <with all the
“miferies of cold and hunger, I could not bear to fte
“thefe poor wretches naked and ftarving, and at. the
“fame time know myfelf to have been the occafion of
“all their fufferings.— I could not bear it, Sir, upon my
“foul, I could not.,y (Here the tears run down his
checks, and he thus proceeded:) “It was to {ave them
“from abfolute deftruétion, I parted with vour dear
“prefent, notwithitanding all the value I had for it: —
“1[old the horfe for them, and they have every farthing
“of the money.,, ', '

Mr. Allworthy now ftood filent for fome moments,
and before he fpoke the tears ftarted from his eyes. He
at length difmiffed Tom with a gentle rebuke, ‘advifing
him for the tuture to apply to him in cafes of diftrefs,
rather than toufe extraordinary means of relieving them
himfelf.

This affair was afterwards the fubjeé of much debate
between Thwackum and Square. Thwackim held,
that this was flying in Mr. Allworthy’s face, who had
intended to punifh the fellow for his difobedience. He
faid, 1n fome inflances, what the world called charity
appeared to him to be oppofing the will of the Almighty,

P 3 which
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which had marked fome particular perfons for des
ftruétion ;. and that this was, in like manner, atting in
oppofitionto Mr. Allworthy; concluding,as ufual, with
a hearty recommendation of birch.

Square argued ftrongly on the other fide, in oppofition
perhaps to Thwackum, or in compliance with Mr.
Allworthy, who feemed very much to approve what
Jones had done. Asto what he urged: on this occafion,
as 1 am convinced moit of my readers will be much
abler advocates for poor Jones, it would be impertinent
to relate it. Indeed it was not difficult to ‘reconcile to
the rule of right an aétion which it would have been
impoffible to deduce from the rule of wrong.

_S‘.mn after this, an a&icn was brought againft the game-

keeper by Squire Weilern (the gentleman in whofe
manor the partridge was Killed), tor depredations of
the like kind.  This was a moft unfortunate circumftance
for the fellow, asit not only of itfelf threatened his ruin,
but altually prevented Mr. Allworthy from reftoring
him to his favour: for as that gentleman was walking
out on¢ evening with Mr. Bliil and young Jones, the
lateer flify drew him to the habitation of Black George;
where the family of that poor wretch, namely, his wafe
and children, were found in all the mifery with which
cold, hunger and nakednefs, can affe@ human creatures:
for as to the money they had received from Jones, for-
mer debts had confumed almoft the whole.

Such a fcene as this could not fail of affefting the
heart of Mr. Allworthy. He immediately gave the
mother a couple of guineas, with which he bid her
cloath her children. The poor woman burft into tears
at his goodnefs, and while the was thanking him, could
not refrain from exprefling her gratitude to Tom; who
had, {he faid, long preferyed both her and hers from
ftarving. “We have not,,, fays fhe, “had a morfel to
‘“eat, nor have thefe poor children had a rag to put on,
but what his goodnefs had beftowed on us.,, - For in-
deed, befides the horfe and Bible, Tom had facrificed a
nightgown and other things to the ufe of this diftrefled
family. :

On their returh home Tom made ufe of all his elo-
ql’r;lence to difplay the wretchednefs of thefe people, and
the penitence or Black George himfelf; and in this he

‘the
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the:man had fuffered enough for what/was paft; that
he would forgive him, and think of fome means o
providing for himand his family. .

_ Jones was fo delighted with his news, that tho’ it was
dark when they returned home, he could net help go-
ing back 2 mile, in a {hower of rain, to acquaint the
poor woman with the glad tidings; bug, like other hafty
divulgers of news, he only brought on’ him{felf che
trouble of contradiéting it: -for the 1ll fortune of Black
George made ufe of the very opportunity, of his triend’s
abfence to overturn all again.

Mr. Blifil fell very fhort of his companion in the ami-

able-quality of'mercy; but he as.greatly exceeded
him in one of 2 much higher Kind, namely; 1n: juftice:
in which he followed both the precepts and examples
of Thwackum and Square;  for though they would
both make frequent ufe of the word Mercy, yet. it
was plain,:that in reality ; Squate held it inconfiftent
with the rule of right; and Thwackum was for
doing juftice, and leaving mercy to Heaven. The two
gentiemen did indeed fomewhat differ. in opinion con-
cerning the objects of this fublime virtue; by which
Thwackum would probably have deftroyed one half of
mankind. and Square the other half.

Mr. Blifil, then, though he had kept filence in the pre-
fence of Iones, yet when he had better confidered the
mateer, could by no means eadure the thoughts of fuf-
fering his uncle to confer favours on the undeferving.
He therefore refolved immediately to acquaint him with
the fa& which we have above lightly hinted to the
readers; the truth of which was as follows;

The gamekeeper, ‘about a year after he was difmiffed
from Mr. Allworthy’s fervice, and before Tom’s fqlling
the horfe; being in want of bread, either to fill his own
mouth, or thofe of his family, as he pafled through a
field belonging to Mr. Weftern, efpied a hare fitting in
her form: this hare he had bafely ‘and barbaroufly
knocked on the head, againft the laws:of {portsmen.

The higler, to whom the hare was fold, being unfor-
tunately taken many months after with a quantity of
game upon him, wasobliged to make his peace with the
$quire, by becoming evidence againft fome poacher.
And now Black George was pitched upon b&r him, as

e being a perfon already obnoxious to Mr: Weltern, and

P 4 one




232 = THE HISTORY OF TOM JONES

‘one of no good fame in the country. He was, befides,
the beft facrifice the higler counld ‘make, as he had fup-
plied him with no game fince; and by this means, the
witnefs had an opportunity of fcreening his better cu-
ftomers; for the Squire, being charmed with the power
of punithing Black George, whom a fingle tranfgreflion
was fufficient to fuin, made no further enquiry.

Had this fa& been truly laid before Mr. Allworthy,
it might probably havedone the gamekeeper very litcle
mifchief; but there isno zeal blinder than that wwhich is
infpired with the love of juftice againft offenders. Mr.
Blifil had forgor the diftance of the time. He varied
likewife in the manner of the faét? and by the hafty ad-
dition of the fingle letter S, he confiderably altered the
ftory 5 for he faid that George had wired hares. Thefe
alterations might probably have been fet right, had not
Mr. Blifil unluckily inﬁﬁegon a promife of fecrecy from
Mr. Allworthy, before be revealed the matter to him;
but, by that means, the poor gamekeeper was condenined,
without having any opportunity to defend himfelf;
for as the fa& of killing the hare, and of the aéion

brought, were certainly true, Mr. Allweorthy had no’

doubt concerning the reft. i
Short-lived then was the joy of thefe poor peoples
for Mr. Allworthy, the next morning, declared he had
freth reafon, without affigning ic; for his anger, and
firictly’ forbade Tom to mention George any more;
though, as for his family, he faid, he would endeavour
to keep them from flarving; but as to the fellow him-
felf, he would leave him to the laws, which nothing
could keep him from breaking. .
Tom could by no means divine what had incenfed
Mr. Allworthy; for of Mr. Blifil he had not the leaft
fufpicion, ' However as his friendfhip was to be tired
out by no difappointments, he now determined to try
another method of preferving the poor gamekeeper
from riin. : : .

" Jones-was lately grown very intimate with Mr. Wex
flern:  He had {o greatly recommended himftlf to that
‘gentleman,; by leaping over five-barred gates, and by
other adts of {portfmanthip, that the Squire had declared
Fom would certainly make a great man, if he had but
fufficient encouragement. He often withed he had him-
felf a fon'with fuch parts; and one day very folemnly.
afferred ‘at @ drinking bout, that Tom fhould hunt 2

pack.
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pack of hounds for a thoufand pounds of his money,
with any huntfman in the whole country. foh

By fuch Kind of talents he had fo ingratiated himfelf
with the Squire, that he was a moft welcome gueft at
his table, and a favourite companion in his fport:
every thing which theSquire held moft dear, to wit, his
guns, dogs, and horfes, were now as much at the com-
mand of Jones, as if they had been his own. He re-
folved; therefore, to make ufe of this favour on behalf
of his friend Black George, whom he hoped to introduce '
into. Mr, Weftern’s family, in the fame capacity in
which he had before ferved Mr. Allworthy..

The reader, if he confiders that this fellow was al-
ready obnoxious to Mr. Weftern, and if he confiders
farther the weighty bufinefs by which that gentleman’s
difpleafure had been incurred, will, perhaps, condemn
this as a foolith and defperate undertaking; but if he
fhould totally condemn young Jones on that account, he
will greatly applaud him for ftrengthening himfelf with

-all imaginable intereft on fo arduous an occafion.

For this purpofe, then, Tom applied to Mr. Weftern’s

. daughter, a young lady of about {eventeen years & age,

whom her father, next after thofe neceffary implements
of f{port juft before mentioned, loved and efteemed
above all the world. Now as fhe had fome influence
on the Squire, {fo Tom had fome little influence on her.
Bug this being the intended heroine of this work, a lady
with whom we ourfelves are greatly in love, and with
whom many of our readers will, prebably, be in love
too before we par, it is by no means proper {he thould
make her’appearance in the end of a ]Eook.

Book IV. Chap. IIL

Wherein the hiflory goes back to commemorate a triflin
ancident that happened [ome years fince;  but whiclﬁ
trifling as it was, had fome future confequences.

The amiable Sophia was now in her eighteenth year,

- whenfhe is introduced into this hiftory. Her father,
as hath been faid, was fonder of her than of any other
human creature. To her, therefore, Tom Jones applied,
in orderto engage her intereft on the behalfof his friend.
the gamekeeper. R BT

But before we proceed: to this bufinefs, a {hdrt recapi-
tulation of fome previous matters may be; fieceflary.
P s Though
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Thoungh the different rempers of Mr: Allworthy ‘and
of Mr. Weitern did notadmuit of a very intimate corref=
pondence, yet they lived upon what 1s called a decent
footing together; by which meansthe young people of
both families had been acquainted from theit infancy;
and as. they were all near of the fame age, had been
frequent play- martes together.

The gaiety of Tom’s temper fuited better with Sophia
than the graveand fober difpcfitionof Mr. Blifil.- And the
preference which {he gave the former of thefe wounldoften
appear (o plainly; that a lad ofa more paffionate turn than
Mr. Blifil was, might have fhewn fome difpleafure at it

As he did not, however, outwardly exprefs any fiich
difguft, it would be an ill office in us to paya vifit to the
inmoft receffes: ot his mind, as fome {candalous people
fearch into the moft fecrer afairs of their friends, and
often pry into their clofets and cupboards; only to dif-
cover their poverty and meannefs to the world.

However, as perions who fufpeét they have given
others caufe of offence, are apt to conclude theyare otfen-
ded ; fo Sophia imputed an aétion of Mr. Blifilto his anger,
which the fuperior fagacity of Thwackum and Square
difcerned to have arifen from a much better principle.

‘Tom Jones, when very young, had prefented Sophia
with a lictle bird, which he had taken from the neft,
had nurfed up, and taught to fing. :

Of this bird,” Sophia, then about thirteen years old,
was (o extremely fond, that her chief bufinefs wasto
feed and tend 1, and her chiet pleafure to play with it:
By thefe means little Tommy, for fo the bird was called;
was become fo tame, that it swould feed out of thehand
of its miftrefs,- would perch upon her finger, and 1
contented in her bofom, where it feemed almoft fenfible
of its own happinefs; though fhe always kepta fmall
ftring about ‘its leg, nor, would ever truft it with the
hiberty of flymg away.

One day, when Mr. Allworthy and his whole family
dined at Mr. Weftern’s, Mr. Blifil, being in the garden
swith little Sophia, and ebferving the extreme fondnefs
that {he thewed for her little bird, defired her to-truftic
for a moment in his hands.  Sophia prefently complied
with ithe, young gentleman’s requeft, and after fome
previous caution, delivered him her bird; of swhich he
was no fooner in pofleflion, than he flipt the ftring from
its leg, and roffed it into theair. O
: R et The
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The foolifh animal no fooner preceived itfelf at liberty,
than forgetting all the favours it had received from
Sophia, 1t flew directly from her, and perched on a
bough at fome diftance. '

Sophia;, feeing her bird gone, fcreamed out fo loud,
that Tom jones, who was at little diftance, immedijately
ran to her afliftance. :

He was no fooner informed of what had happened,
than he curfed Blifil for a pitiful, malicious rafcal; and
then immediately ftripping ofhis coat, he applied himf{tlf
to climbing the tree to which the bird efcaped.

Tom had almoft recovered his little namefake, when
the branch on which it was perched, and that hung
- over a canal, broke, and the poor lad plumped over
head and ears into the water. .

Sophia’s.concern now changed its objeét.  And as fhe
apprehended the boy's life was in danger, {he fcreamed
ten times louder than before; and indeed Mr.Blifil himfelf
now feconded her with all the vociferationin his power.

The company, who were fitting in a room next the

arden, were initantly alarmed, and came- all forthj
ﬁut juft as they reached the canal, Tom (for the water
was luckily pretty thallow in that part) arrived fafely
on thore. ‘ '

Thwackum fell violently on poor Tom, who ftood
dropping and i’hiwrinlg1 before him, when Mr. All-
worthy defired him to have patiénce, and turning to
Mr. Blifil, faid, Pray, child, what is the reafon of all
this difturbance ? ; -

Mr. Blifil anfivered, “Indeed, uncle, I am very forry
“for what I have done; I have been unhappily the oc-
«cafion of it all. I had Mifs Sophia’s bird in my hand,
«and thinking the poor creature languifhed for liberty,
«I own I could not forbear giving it what it defired!
“for I allways thought there was fomething very cruel
“in confining any thing. It {feemed to be againft the law

«“of nature, by which every thing hath arightrto liberty ;
“nay, it is even unchriftian; for it is not doing what
“we would be done by. But if I had imagined Mifs
«Sophia would have been {o much concerned at'it, I am
“fure I would never have doneit; nay, if I had known
“what would havehappened to the bird itfelf: for when
“Mr. Jones, who climbed up that tree after it, fell into
“the water), the bird took a fecond flight, and prefently
“a‘pafty hawk carried it away.,,

Poor
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Poor Sophia,; who now firft heard of her little Tom-
my’s fate, (for her concern tor Jones had prevented her
perceiving 1t when it hapened), thed athower of tears.
Thefe Mr. Allworthy endeavoured to afluage, promiling
her 2 much finer bird : but {he:declared the would never
have another. Her father chid her for crying fo for a
foolifth bird ; butcould not help telling young Blifil, if he
was a fon of his, his backfide fhould be well flea’d.

Sophia now returned to her chamber, the two young
gentlemen were fent home, and the reft of the company
returned to their'bottle ; where a converfation enfued
on the {ubje& of the bird, fo curious, that we think it
deferves a chapter by itlelf. _

'OBSERVATIONS. ON THE PRESENT STATE
OF THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY.™¥)

he Company’s affairs, untill about the Year 1750,
required little more than commercial talents; the
produce of our own country was carried there, fold,
and returned in the manufaétures of thofe parts; and
the listle fpots we pofleded excited no jealoufies amongft
the neighbouring princes. :

The French, under Dupleix, firft oppened the way to
acquiring territorial poffeffions in India; and why they
did not reap thofe a venta%:as'wc have fince done, and
which they may be jultly charged with having forced us
into, on that coaft; arofe entirely from the mifcon-

duét of Dupleix, who, intoxicated by pride and vanity,

did, through his obftinacy, plunge his countrymen into
various diﬁreﬂ'es, until they were quite undone, The
fuccefs, which at ficft attended his meafures, was owing
in a great degree to our inactivity and wretched parfi-
mony. Mr. Batrnet, who had forefeen the ftorm that was
gathéring, died unfortunately at the beginning of 1746,
and Madrafs was taken the latter end of that year.

The leaders in the direétion at that time, attentive
only to the commercial plan, and prejudiced againft
more exteniive views, remained inactive until the French
and Indian powers together had almoft drove us into
the {ea. We were roufed at laft by neceflity; and,
aboutthe year 1751, the Company’s affairsbegan to wear
a better afpeét: lord Clive had made a ftand againft the
enemy; and loon after general Laurence returned again

S ' from
*Yy Lond. 177%. gr. K. :
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