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242  DESCRIPTION OF ADRIANODLE.

DESCRIPTION OF ADRIANOPLE AND
CONSTANTINOPLE. *)

To the Abbot of —.
Adrianople, May17,0.S. 1718-
I am going to leave Adrianople, and I would not do it,
L ithout giving you fome account of allthat 1s curious
in it, which T have taken a great deal of pains to fee.
It is called from the Emperor Adrian, and was the firft
European feat of the Turkifh Empire, and has been the
faveurite refidence of many Sultans., Mahom:et the
fourth, and Muflapha, the brother of the reigning Em-
peror, were fo fond of it, that they wholly abandoned
Conftantinople, which humour fo far exafperated the
Janizaries, that it was a confiderable motive to the re-
bellions that depofed them. Yet this man feems to love
to keep his court here. I can give you no reafon for
this partiality. - ’Tis true, the fituacion is fine, and the
country all round very beautiful; but theairisextremely
bad, and the Seraglio itfelf is not free from the ill effect
of it.. The town is faid to be eight miles in compafs,
I fuppofe they reckon in the gardens. There are fome
good houfes in it, I mean large ones; for the archi-
tecture of their palaces never makes any grear thew.
Itis now very full of people; but they are moft of them
fuch as follow the court, or camp, and when they are
removed; I am told ’tis no populous city. The river
Maritza on which it is fituated; is dried up every fum-
mer, which contributes very much to make it unwhole-
fome. It is now a very pleafant fiream. There are two
noble bridges built over it. I had the curiofity to go
to fee the exchange in my Turkifh drefs, which is dif-
guife fufficient. Yet I own, I was not very ealy when
I faw it crowded with Janizaries; but they dare not be
rude to a woman, and made way for me with as much
relpe&, as if I had been in my own figure. It is half a
mile in length, the roof arched, and Keptextremely neat.
It holds three hundred and fixty-five {hops, furnifthed
with all forts of rich goods expofed to fale in the fame
manner as at the New Exchange in London; but the
pavement is kept much neater, and the fhops are allfo
clean, they feem juft new painted. —Idle people of all
. {orts
¥) Letters of the Right Honourable Lady Mary Worthley Montague,
wricten during her Travels® in Europe, Afia and Africa, = London
1769. 3 Vol. §.
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forts walk here for their diverfion, or amufe themfelves
with drinking coffee, or fherbet, which is cried about
as oranges and {weat-meats are in our play-houfes, I
‘obferved moft of the rich tradefmen were Jews. That
eople are in incredible power in this country. They
f]:we many privileges above all the natural Turks them-
felves, and have formed a very confiderable common-
wealth here, being judged by ‘their own laws. They
have drawn the whole trade of the empire into their
hands,*partly by the firm union amongft themfelves,
and partly by the idle temper and want of induftry in
the Turks. * EveryBaffa has his Jew; who is his “fiomme
“d’affaives ; ,, he 1s let into all his fecrets, and does all
his bufinefs. No bargain is made, no bribe received,
no merchandife difpofed of, but what paffes through
their hands. . They are the phyficians, the ftewards,
and the interpreters of all the great men.. You may
judge how advantageous this is to a people who never
fail to make ufe of the {inalleft advantages. -They have
 found the fecret of making themfelves fo neceflary, that
they are certain of the proteétion of the court, whatever
miniftry is in power. Ewven the Engli{h, French, and
Italian merchants, who are fenfible ot theirartifices, are,
however, forced ro truft their affairs to their negotiation,
nothing of trade being managed without them, and the
meaneft amongft them being too important to be dif-
obliged, fince the whole body take care of his interefts
with as much vigour as they would thofe of the moft
confiderable of their members. They are many of them
vaftly rich, but they take care to make little public
fhew of it; though they live in their houfes in the ut-
molt luxury and magnificence. This copious fubjeét has
drawnme trom my defcription of the exchange, founded
by Adli 5affa, whofe name it bears. Near itis the She:{kﬁ,
a ftreet of a miule in length, full of thops of all kind of
fine merchandize, but exceflive dear, noting being made
here. Iris cavered on the top with boards to keep out
the rain, that merchants may meet conveniently in all
weathers: The Befiten near it, is another exchange,
built upon pillars, where all forts of horfe furniture are
fold. Glittering every where with gold, rich embroi-
dery and jewels, it makes a very agreeablefhew. From
this place I went, in my Turkith coach, to the camp,
which is te move in a few days to the frontiers. The
Sultan 1s already gone to his tents, and all his court;
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244 DESCRIPTION OF ADRIANOPLE

the appearance of them is, indeed, very magnificent.
Thofe of the great men are rather like palaces thanrents,
taking up a great compafs of ground, and being divided
into a vaft number of apartments. They are all of
green, and the Baffas of three 7ails, have thofe enfigns
of their power placed 1n a very confpicuous manner be-
fore their tents, which are adorned, on the top with
gilded balls, more or lefs, according to their different
ranks: The ladies go in coaches to fee the camp, as
eagerly as ours did to that of Hide Park; but’fis very
' eafy to obferve;' that the foldiers do not begin the cam-
painwith any greatchearfulnefs. The war isa general
grievance upon the people, but particularly hard upon
the tradefmen’; now that the Grand Signior 1s refolved
to lead his army in perfon.  Every company of them is
obliged, upon this occaiion, tomake a prefent according
to their abilivy.”
I took the pains of rifing at fix in the morning to fee
the céremony; which did not however begin tll eight.
The Grand Signior was at the Seraglio window, to {fee
the proceﬁinn, which paffed through the principalltreets.
It was preceded by an Effendi, mounted on a camel,
richly furnithed, reading aloud the Alcoran, inely bound,
laid upon a cuthion. He was furtounded by a parcel of
boys, m white, finging fome verfes of it; followed by
a man drefled in green boughs, feprefenting a clean
hufbandman fowing feed. After him feveral reapers
with garlands of ears of corn,as Cerss is piftured, with
feythes in their hands feeming to mow. Then a litcle
machine drawn by oxen;, in which was a wind-mull,
and boys employed in grinding corn, followed by an-
other machine, drawn by buffalos carrying an oven,
and two more boys, one employed kneading the bread,
and another in drawing it out of the oven. Thefe boys
threw little cakes on both fides amongft the crowd, and
were followed by the whole company of bakers march-
ing on foot, two by two, in their beft cloaths, with
cakes, loaves, pafties and pies of all forts on their heads,
and afrer them two buffoons or jack-puddings, with
_their faces and cloaths fmeared with meal, who diverted
~ the mob with their antic geltures,  Inthe fame manner

followed all the companies of trade in the Empire; the
noblerfort; fuch asjewellers, mercers &c. finely mounted,
and many of the pageants that reprefent their trades,
perfectly magnificent; amongft which tha of the Fur-
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AND CONSTANTINOPLE. 245

riets made one of the beflt figures, being a vety large
machine fer round with the tkins of ermins, toxes, &c.
{o well fuffed, that the animals ftemed to be alive, and
- followed by mufic and dancers. 1 believe they were,
upon. the whole, twenty thoufand men, all ready ta
follow his Highnef(s if he commanded them. The rear
was clofed by the volunteers, who came to beg the ho-
nour: of dying in his fervice. This part ot the thew
feemed to me fo barbarous, that I removed trom the
window upon the firlt appearance of it. = They wereall
naked to the middle; Some had their arms pierced
through with arrows left fticking in them. Others had
them iticking in their heads, the blood trickling down
their faces. Some flathed their arms with tharp kmves,
making the blood fpring out upon thofethat ftood there;
and chis is looked upon as anexprellion of their zeal for
glory. I am told, that fome make ufe of it to advance
their love; and when they are near the window, where
their miftrefs ftands (all the women in town being veiled
to fee this {petacle) they ftick another arrow for her
fake, who gives fome fign of approbation and encourage-
ment to this gallantry. The whole {hew lafted for near
eight hours, to my great {orrow, who was heartily
tired, though I was in the houfe of the widow of the
Captain Bafla, (Admiral) who refrefhed me with coffee,
fiveatmeats, {herbet, &c. with all poflible civilicy. .

I tell you nothing of the order of Mr. Worthley’s
entry, and his Audience. Thefe things are always the
fame, and have been {o often defcribed, I won’t trouble

ou with the repetition. The young Prince, abouteleven

ears old, fits near his father when he gives audience 3
%e is a_handfome boy, but, probably, will not imme-
diately fucceed the Sultan, there being two fons of
Sultan Muflapha (his eldeft brother) remaining; the
eldeft about twenty yearsold, on whom 'the hopes of
the people are fixed. This reign has been bloody and
avaritious. Lam apt to believe they are very impatient
to {ee the end of 1t. I am, Sir

Yours &c. &c.

To the Countefs of B—.

' At length I have heard from my dear lady. B—, for
the ficlt time.. I am perfiaded you have bad the
goodnefs to write before, but I have had the ill fortune
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to lofe your letters. Since my laft, I have ftaid quietly
at Conftancinople, a city that I ought in conicience to
give your ladythip a right notion of, fince I know you
can have none but what is partial and miftaken from
the writings of travellers. ’Tis certain, there are many
people that pafs years here in Pera, without having ever
feen it, and yet they all pretend ro defcribe it.  Pera,
Tophana and Galata, wholly inhabited by French Chri-
ftians (and which, together, make the appearance of a
very fine town) are divided from it by the fea, which is
not above half fo- broad as the broadeft part of the
Thames; butthe Chriftian men are loath to hazard the
adventures they fometimes meet with amongft the Le-
vents or Seamen (worfe monfters than our watermen)
and the women muft cover their faces to go there, which

, they have a perfect averfion to do. ’Tis true, they wear

veils in Pera, but they are fuch as only ferve to fthew
their beauty to more advantage, and would not be per-
mitted in Conftantinople. Thefe reafons deter almoft
every creature from feeing it, and the French Ambafla-
drefs will return to France (I believe) without ever
having been there. Youw’ll wonder, Madam, to hear me
add, that I have been there very often. The 4/marck,
or Turkifh wveil, is become not only very eafy, but
agreeable to me; and if it was not, I would be content
to endure fome inconveniency to gratify a paflion that
is become f{o powerful with me, as curiofity. And in-
deed, the pleafure of going in a barge to Chelfea, is not
comparable to that of rowing upon the canal of the
fea hére, where for twenty miles together down the
Bofphorus, the moft beautiful variety of profpeéts prefent
themfelves. The Afian {ide is covered with fruit trees,
villages, and the moft delightful land{kips in nature; on
the European ftands Conitantinople, fituated on feven
hills.—The unequal heights make it feem as large again
as it is (tho” one of thelargeft cities in the world) {hew-
ing an agreeable mixrure of gardens, pine and cyprefs
trees, palaces, mofques, and public buildings, raifed one
above another, with as much beauty and appearance of
fymmetry as your lady{hip ever aw ina cabinet adorned
by the moft {kilful hands, where jars thew themfelves
above jars, mixed with canifters, babies and candlefticks.
This is a very odd comparifon; but it gives me anexaét
idea of the thing. I have taken care to fee as much of
the Seraglio as 1s ro be feen. It is on a point of land
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running into the fea; a palace of prodigious extent, but
very irregular. The gardenstake in a large compafs of
ground, full of high cyprefs trees, which 1s all I know
of them. The buildings are all of white ftone, headed *
on top, with gilded turrets and fpires, which look very
magnificent; and indeed, I believe there is no Chriftian
King’s palace half fo large. There are {ix large courts
in it, all built and fer with trees, having galleries of ftone;
one of thofe for the guard, another for the {laves,another
for the officers of the kitchen, another for the ftables,
the fifth for the Divan, and the fixth for the apartment
deftined for audiences. On the ladies fide there are, at
leaft, as many more, with diftiné courts belonging to
their eunuchs and attendants, their kitchens, &c.

The next remarkable firucture is that of St. Sophia,
which ’tis very difficult to fee, Iwas forced tofend cthree
times to the Caimairan, (the governor of the town) and
he affembled the chief Effendis, or heads of the law, and
inquired of the Mufti, whether it was lawful to permit
it. They paffed fome days in this important debate;
but, 1 inlifting on my requeft, permiffion was granted.
I can’t be informed why the Turks are more delicate
on the fubjeé of this mofque, than on any of theothers,
where, what Chriftian pleafes may enter without {cruple.

1 fancy they imagine that, having beenonce confecrated,
people, on pretence of curiofity, might prophane 1t with
rayers, particularly to thofe Saints, who are ftill very
vifible in Mofaic work, and no other way defaced but
by the decays of time; for it is abfolutely falfe, tho’ fo
univerfally afferted, that the Turks defaced all the images
that they found in the city. ‘ ;

The mofque of Sultan Solyman is an exact {quare,
with four fine towers in the angles; in the midit isa
noble Cupola fupported with beautiful marble pillars;
two lefler at the ends, fupporred in the fame manner; the
pavement and gallery round the Mofque, of marble;
under the great cupola is a fountain adorned with fuch
fine coloured pillars, that I can hardly think them na-

“rural marble; on one fide is the pulpit of white marble,

ard on the other the little gallery for the Grand Signior
A fine ftair- cafe leads toit, and it is built up with gilded
Jattices. At the upper-end is a fort of altar, where the
name of God is written; and, before it, ftand two cand-

" lefticks, as high as a man, with wax candles as thick as

three lambeaux. (The pavement is fpread with fine
Q 4 carpets,
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carpets, and the Mofque illuminated with a yaft number
of lamps. The court leading to it is very fpacious,
with galleries of marble of green columns, covered with
twenty -eight leaded cupolas on two fides, and a hine
tountain of bafons in the midit of 1t.

This defcription may ferve for all the Mofques in
Conitantinople. The modelisexaétly cthe fame, and they
only differ in largenefs-and thicknefs of materials.

The Exchanges are all noble buildings, full of fine
alleys, the greateft part fupported with pillars, and kept
wonderfully neat. Every trade has its diftin&t alley,

. Where the merchandize is difpofed in the fame order as
in the New Exchangeat London. The Bififfen, or jew-
eller’s quartet, f{hews fo much riches, fuch a vaft
quantity of diamonds, and all kind of precious ftones,
that they dazzle thefight. Theembroiderer’s is alfo very
glittering , and people walk here as much for diverfion
as bufinefs. * The markets are moft of them handfome
fquares, and admirably well provided, perhaps better
than in any other part of the world.

I know you'll expeét Tthould fay fomething particular
of the flaves; and you will imagine me half a Turk, when
Y don't fpeak of it with the fame horror other Chriftians
have done befare me. ButIcannot forbear applanding
the humanity of the Turks to thefe creatures; they are
never 1ill ufed, and their flavery is, in my opinion, no
worle than fervitude all over the world. ’Tis true they
have no wages; but they give them yearly clothes to a
higher valuc than our falaries to our ordinary fervants.

I have feen no other footfteps of antiquity except the
aqueducts; which are fo vaft thatIamapt to believe they
are yet more antient than the Gréek Empire. The Turks,
indeed, have clapped in fome ftones with Tuorkifh
mfcriptions, to give their natives the honour of fo great
awork; but thedeceitis ealily difcovered.— The other
publick buildings are the Hans and Mona/leries ; the firft

“are very large and numerous}; the fecond few in number,
and notat all magnificent. I had the curiofity to vifitone
of them, and to obferve the devotions of the Dervifes,
which are as whimfical as any at Rome. Thefe fellows
have permiffion to marry, [}),ut are confined to an odd
habit, which is only a piece of coarfe white cloth,
wrapped about them, with their legs and arms naked.

Their,order has few other rules;, except that of perfor-

ming their fancaftick rites, every Tuefday and Fridzl‘ti;l
' whic

—
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which is done in this manner: They meet together ina
large hall, where they all ftand with their eyes fixed on-
the ground and their arms acrofs, while the Imaum or
preacher reads part of the 4lcoran froma pulpit, placed
in the midft; and whenhe has done, eight or ten of
them make a melancholy concert with their pipes, which
are no unmufical infiruments. Then he reads again, and
makes a {hort expofition on whar he has read, aiter
which they fing and play, till their Superior (the only
one of them drefled in green) rifés and begins a fort of
folemn dance. They all ftand about him in a regu'ar
figure, and while fome play, the others tie their rcbe
(which is very wide) faft round their waift, and begin
to turn round with an amazing fiifenefs, and yet w th
great regard to the mufic, moving {lower or fafter asthe
tune is played. This lafts above an hour, without <n
of them thewing the leaft appearance of'giddine['s,wlﬁicﬁ
is not to be wondered at, wwhen it-is confidered, they are
all ufed to it from their infancy; moft of them being de-
voted to this wayof life from their birth. There turned
amongft them fome little Dervifes of fix or feven years
old, who feemed no more difordered by that exercife
than the others. At the end of the ceremony they fthout
out: “There is no other God, but God, and Mahomed lis
“Prophet :,, atter which they kifs theSaperior’s hand and
retire. The whole is performed with the moft folemn
gravity. Nothing can be more auftere than the form of
thefe people; they never raife their eyes, and feem de=
voted to contemplation. And as ridiculous as this is in |
defcription, - there is fomething touching in the air of
fubmiffion and mortification they afflume.—— This letter
is of a horrible length; but you may bugn it whenyou
have read enough, &c. &e.

THE CLIMATE, NATURAL HISTORY, AND
' PRODUCTS OF JAMAICA. %)

]:Lmaica lies between the 75th and 79th degrees of welt
longitude from London, and is between feventeen
and nineteen degrees diftant from the equinotial. Itis
in lquth, from caft to weft, upwards of one hundred
and forty Englifh miles, in breadth about fixty, and of

Q. 5 aix

*) Wynne General Hiftory of the Britifh Empire in America. 2 Vols.
Londen 1770. 8. ;
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