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PArRT FiIRrRsST.
OF ‘the motives for eflablifbing new colonies,

HE intereft which occafioned the firft fettlement of the

different European colonies in America and the Weft Indies,
was not altogether fo plain and diftinét as that which directed the
eftablifhment of thofe of antient Greece and Rome.

ALy the different ftates of antient Greece poffefled, each of
them, but a very fmall territory, and when the people in any one
of them multiplied beyond what that territory could eafily main-
tain, a part of them were fent in queft of a new habitation in
fome remote and diffant part of the world ; the warlike neigh-
bours who farrounded them on all fides, réndering it difficult for
any of them to enlarge very much its territory at home. The
colonies of the Dorians reforted chiefly to Italy and Sicily, which
in the times preceeding the fourdation of Rome, were inhabited
by barharous and uncivilized nations : thofe of the Tonians and
Eolians, the two other great tribes of ‘the Greeks, to Afia minor
| and the iflands of the Egean fea, of which the inhabitants feem
‘ at that time to have been pretty much in the fame ftate as thofe of
g Sicily and Ttaly. Fhe mother city, though fhe confidered the
:- colony as a child, at all times entitled to great favour and affift-
ance, and owing in return much gratitude and refpect, yet con-
fidered it as an emancipated child over whom fhe pretended to claim
no diret authority or jurifdiction. The colony fettled its own
form of government, enacted its own laws, eleCted its own magi-
ftrates, and made peace or war with its neighbours as an inde-
pendant ftatc which had no occafion to wait for the approbation

or
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or confent of the mother city. Nothing can be more plain and
diftinct than the intereft which directed every fuch eftablifhment.

RomE, like moft of the other antient republicks, was originally
founded upon an Agrarian law, which divided the publick territory
in a certain proportion among the different citizens who compofed
the ftate. The courfe of human affairs, by marriage, by fuccel-
fion, and by alienation, neceffarily deranged this -original divi-
fion, and frequently threw the lands, which had been allotted
for the maintenance of many different families, into the poffeflion
of a fingle perfon. To remedy this diforder, for fuch it was fup-
pofed to be, a law was made, reftriting the quantity of land
which any citizen could poffefs to five hundred jugera, about three
hundred and fifty Englith acres. This law, however, though we
read of its having been executed upon one or two occalions, was
either negleCted or evaded, and the inequality of fortunes went on
continually increafing. The greater part of the citizens had no
land, and without it the manners and cuftoms of thole times ren-
dered it difficult for a freeman to maintain his independancy. In
the prefent times, though a poor man has no land of his own, if he
has a little ftock, he may either farm the lands of another, or he
may carry on fome little retail trade; and if he has no ftock, he
may find employment cither as a country labourer, or as an artifi-
cer. But, among the antient Romans, the lands of the rich were
all cultivated by flaves, who wrought under an overfeer, who
was likewife a flave; fo that a poor freeman had little chance
of being employed either as a farmer or as a labourer. All
trades and manufactures too, even the retail trade, were carried
on by the flaves of the rich for the benefit of their mafters, whofe
wealth, authority and protection, made it difficult for a poor free-
mgn to maintain the competition againft them. The citizens,
therefore, who had no land, had fcarce any other means of fubfiit-
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B ?v‘?f‘: ence but the bounties of the candidates at the annual eleftions,
w—=y=~d ‘The tribunes, when they had a mind to animate the people againft
the rich and the great, put them in mind of the antient divifion
of lands, and reprefented that law which reftricted this fort of pri-
vate property as the fundamental law of the republick. The peo-
ple became clamorous to get land, and the rich and the great, we
may believe, were perfettly determined not to give them any part
of theirs. To fatisfy them in fome meafure, therefore, they fre-
quently propofed to fend out a new colony. But conquering Rome
was, even upon fuch occafions, under no neceflity of turning out
her citizens to feek their fortune, if one may fay fo, through the
wide world, without knowing where they were to fettle. She
afligned them lands generally in the conquered provinces of Italy,
where, being within the dominions of the republick, they could
never form any independent ftate; but were at beft but a fort of
corporation, which, though it had the power of enaétin g bye-laws
for its own government, was at all times {ubject to the correction,
jurifdiction, and legiflative authority of the mother city. ‘The
fending out a colony of this kind, not only gave fome fatisfaction
_ to the people, but often eftablithed a fort of garrifon too in a
newly conquered province, of which the obedience mighit other-
wife have been doubtful. A Roman colony, therefore, whether we
confider the nature of the eftablifiment itfelf, or the motives for
making 1t, was altogether different from a Greek one. The words
accordingly, which'in the original languages denote thofe different
eftablifhments, have very ‘different meanings, ' The latin word
(Clalonia ) fignifies fimply a plantation. ‘The Greek word (emontiz)
on the contrary, fignifies a feparation of dwelling, a departure from
home, a going out of the houfe. But, though the Roman colo-
nies were in many refpects different from the Greek ones, the inte-
reft which prompted to eftablifh them was equally plain and %i-
ftinét. Both inftitutions derived their origin either from irrefifta-
ble' neceflity, or from clear and evident utility,
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Tue eftablithment of the European colonies in America and the € A
‘Welt Indies arofe from no, neceflity; and though the utility which 1---».—-#

has refulted from them has ‘been very great, it is not altogether fo
clear and evident. It was not underftood at their firlt eftablifh-
ment, and was not the motive either of that eftablithment or of
the difcoveries which gave occafion to it, and the nature, extent,
and limits of that utility are not, perhaps, well underftood at this
day.

Tue Venetians, during the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries,
earried on a very advantageous commerce in {piceries, and other
Eaft India goods, which they diftributed among the other nations
of Europe. They purchafed them in Egypt, at that time under
the dominion of the Mammeluks, the enemies of the Turks, of
whom the Venetians were the enemies; and this union of intereft,
affifted by the moiey of Venice, formed fuch a conneion as
gave the Venetians almoft a monopoly of the trade,

Tre great profits of the Venetians tempted the ‘avidity of the
Portugueze. They had been endeavouring, duiing the courfe of
the fifteenth century, tofind out by fea a way to the countries from
which the Moors brought them ivory and gold duft acrofs the De-
fart. 'They difcovered the Madeiras, the Canaries, the Azores, the
‘Cape de Verd iflands, the coalt of Guinea, that of Congo, Angola,
and Leango; and, finally, the Cape of Good Hope. ' They had
Jong withed to (hare in the profitable traffic’ of the Venetians, and
this laft difcovery opened to them a prabable’ profpect of dothg fo.
In 1497, Valfco de Gama failed from the port of Lifbon with a
fleet of four fhips, and, after a navigation of eleven months, arrived
upon the coaft of Indoftan, and thus compleated a courfe of ‘difs
coveries which had been purfued with great fteadinefs, and with
very little interruption, for near'a century ‘tagether, ;
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Some years before this, while the expeétations of Europe were

—~~ in fufpence about the projects of the Portuguezc, of which the

fuccels :tppc:trcr_l yet to be doubtful, a Genoefe pilot formed the
yet more daring project of failing to the Eaft Indies by the weft.
The {ituation of thofe countries was at that time very imperfectly
known in Europe. The few European travellers who had been
there had magnified the diftance; perhaps through fimplicity and
ignorance, what was really very great appearing almoft infinite to
thofe who could not meafure it; or, perhaps, in order to increafe
{omewhat more the marvellous of their own adventures. in vifiting
regions fo immenfely remote from Europe. The longer the way
was by the Eatt, Columbus very juftly concluded, the thorter it
would be by the Weft. He propofed, therefore, te take that way,
as both the fhorteft and the fureft, and he had the good fortune to
convince Iabella of Caftile of the probability of his projeft. He
failed from the port of Palos in Auguft 1492, near five years be-
fore the expedition of Vafco de Gama fet out from Portugal, and,
after a voyage of between two and three months, difcovered firft
fome of the fmall Bahama or Lucayan iflands,’ and afterwards the
great ifland of St. Domingo.

Bur the countries which Columbus difcovered, either in this or
in any of his fubfequent voyages, had no refemblance to thofe
which he had gone in queft of. Inftead of the wealth, cultiva-
tion, and populoufnels of China and Indoftan, he found, in St.
Domingo, and in all the other parts of the new world which he
ever vifited, nothing but a country quite covered with wood, uncul-
tivated, and inhabited only by fome tribes of naked and miferable
favages. Hewas not very willing, however, to believe that they
were not the fame with fome of the countries defcribed by Marco
Polo, the firft- European who had vifited, or at leatt had left be-
hind him, any defcription of China or the Eaft Indics ; and a very
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flight refemblance, fuch as that which he found between the name C Ir& fﬂf P.
of Cibao, a mountain in $t. Domingo, and that of Cipango, men= w—

tioned by Marco Polo, was frequently fufficient to make him return to
this favourite prepofleflion, though contrary to the cleareft evidence.
In his letters to Ferdinand and Ifabella he called the countries
which he had difcovered the Indies. He entertained no doubt but
that they were the extremity of thofe which had been defcribed by
Marco Polo; and that they were not very diftant from the Ganges,
or from the countries which had been conquered by Alexander.
Even when at lalt convinced that they were different, he ftill flat-

téred himfelf that thofe rich countries were at no great diftance, and,.

in a fubfequent voyage, accordingly, went in queft of them along
the coaft of Terra Firma, and towards the ifthmus of Darien,

In confequence of this miftake of Columbus, the name of the
Indies has ftuck to thofe unfortunate countries ever fince; and
when it was at laft clearly difcovered that the new were altogether

different from the old Indies, the former were called the Weft in

contradiftinétion to the latter, which' were called the Eaft Indies.

It was of importance to Columbus, however, that the coun-
tries which he had difcovered, whatever they were, {hould be repre-
fented to the court of Spain as of very great confequence; and, in
what conftitutes the real riches of every country, the animal and

vegetable productions of the foil, there was at that time nothing,

which could well juftify fuch a reprefentation of them.

Tug Cori, fomething between a rat and a rabbit, and fuppofed
by Mr. Buffon to be the fame with the Aperea of Brazil, was the
largeft viviparous quadruped i St. Domingo. This {pecies {feems
never to have been very numerous, and the dogs and cats of the
Spamards are faid to have long ago almoft entirely extirpated it, as

well
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well as fome other tribes of a ftill fmaller fize. . Thefe, however,
together with a pretty large: lizard, called ‘the Ivana or Iguana;
conftituted the principal part of theanimal food which the land
afforded.

Tue vegetable food of the inhabitants, though from their
want of induftry net veryabundant, was not-altogether {o feanty.
It confifted in Indian corn, yams, potatoes, bananes, &c. plants
which were - then altegether unknown in Europe, and which have
never fince been very much efteemed in it, or fuppoled to yield a
fuftenance equal to what is drawn from the common forts. of
grain and: pulfe;, which have been cultivated in this part of the
world time out of mind. -

Tuz cotton plant indeed afforded the material of a very im-
portant manufacture, and was at that time to Europeans un-
doubtedly the mcft valuable of all the vegetable produétions of
thofe iflands.. But though in the end of the fifteenth century the
muflins and other cotton goods of the Eaflt Indies were ;mmh
efteemed in every part of burope, the cotton manufacture itfelf
was not cultivated in any part of it. Even this production there-
fore, could not at that time appear in the eyes of Europeans
to be of very great confequence.

Finpinc nothing either in the animals or vegetables of the
newly difcovered countries, which could juftify a very advantageous
reprefentation of them, Columbus turned his view towards their
minerals ; and in the richnefs of the produétions of this third
kingdom, he flattered himfelf, he had found a full compenfation
for the infignificancy of thofe of the other two. The little
bits of gold with which the mhabitants Grnamented their drefs,
and which, he was informed, they frequently found in the rivu-
fets and torrents that fell from the mountains, were fufficient to

fatisfy
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fatisfy him that thofe mountains abounded with the richeft gold C{jﬁf‘- P,
mines. St. Domingo, therefore, was reprefented as a COUNLTY

abounding with gold, and, upon that account, (according to the
prejudices not only of the prefent times, but of thofe times)
an inexhauftible fource of real wealth to the crown and kingdom
of Spain. When Columbus, upon his return from his. firft voyage,
was introduced with a fort of triumphal honours to the fovercigns
of Caftile and Arragon, the principal productions of the couii-
tries which he had difcovered were carried in folemn proceffion
before him. The only valuable part of them confifted in fome
little fillets, bracelets, and other ornaments of gold, ‘and in fome
bales of cotton. 'The reft were mere objects of vulgar wonder
and curiofity ; fome reeds of an extraordinary fize, fome birds of
a very beautiful plumage, and fome fluffed fkins of the huge
alligator and manati; all of which were preceeded by {ix or feven
of the wretched natives, whofe fingular colour and appearance added
greatly to the novelty of the fhew.

In confequence of the reprefentations of Columbus, the
-council of Caftile determined to take poffeflion of countrics
of which the inhabitants were plainly mcapable of defending
themfelves. The pious purpofe of convertin g them to chriftianity
fanétified the injuftice of the project. But the hope of finding
treafures of gold there, was the fole motive which prompted to
undertake it; and to give this motive the greater weight, it was
propofed by Columbus that the half of all the gold and filver that
fhould be found there fhould belong to the crown. This pro-
pofal was approved of by the council.

As long as the whole or the far greater part of the gold,
which' the firft adventurers imported into Europe, was got by fo
very ealy a method as the plundering of the defencelefs natives,
it was not perhaps very difficult to pay even this heavy tax. But

Vor, Il X . when
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which, in St. Domingo, and in all the other countries difcovered
by Columbus, was done cnmplcat]}- in fix or eight years, and
when in order to find more it had become neceffary to dig for
‘¢ in the mines, there was no longer any pofiibility of paying
this tax. The rigorous exaction of it accordingly, firft occa-
fioned, it is faid, the total abandoning of the mines of St. Do-
mingo, which have never been wrought fince. It was foon re-
duced therefore to a third ; then to a fifth ; afterwards to a tenth,
and at laft to a twenticth part of the grofs produce of the gold
mines. The tax upon filver, indeed, fhill continues to be a fifth
of the grofs produce. But the firt adventurers do not appear to
have been much interefted about filver. Nothing lefs precious than

gold feemed worthy of their attention.

Art the other enterprizes of the Spaniards in the new world,
fubfequent to thofe of Columbus, {feem to have been prompted by
the {fame motive. It was the facred thirft of gold that carried
Oieda, Nicueffs, and Vafco Nugnes de Balboa, to the ifthmus of
Darien, that carried Cortez to Mexico, and Almagro and Piz-
zarro to Chili and Peru. When  thofe adventurers arrived upon
any unknown coaft, their firft enquiry was always if there was
any gold to be found there; and according to the information
which they received concerning this particular, they determined
cither to quit the country, or to fettle in it.

Or all thofe expenfive and uncertain projeéts, however, which
bring bankruptcy upon the greater part of the people who
engage in them, there is none pethaps more perfectly ruin=-
ous than the fearch after new filver and gold mines. It is perhaps
the moft difadvantageous lottery in the world, or the one in which
the gain of thofe who draw the prizes bears the leaft proportion
to the lofs of thofe who draw the blanks: for though the prizes

are
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are few and- the blanks many, the common price of a ticket is UI{;:}‘P'
the whole: fortune of a very rich man. Projeéts of mining, in- —y—
ftead of replacing the capital employed in them, together with

the ordinary profits of ftock, commonly abforb both capital and

profit. They are the projets, thercfore, to which of all others

a prudent law-giver, who defired to increafe the capital of his

nation, would lealt chufe to give any extraordinary encourage-

ment, or to turn towards them a greater (hare of that capital

than what would go to them of its own accord. Such in reality

is the abfurd confidence which almoft all men have in their own

good fortune, that wherever there is the leaft probability of fuc-

cefs, too great a fhare of it is apt to go to them of its own

accord.

But though the judgement of fober reafon and experience con-
cerning fuch projects has always been extreamly unfavourable,
that of human avidity bas commonly been quite otherwife. The
fame paflion which has fuggefted to fo many people the abfurd
idea of the philofopher’s ftone, has fuggefted to others the equally
ablurd one of immenfe rich mines of gold and filver. They did
not confider that the value of ‘thofe metals has, in all ages and
nations, arifen chiefly from their fcarcity, and that their fearcity
has arifen from the very finall quantities of them which nature
has any where depofited in one place, from the hard and intract-
able fubftances with which fhe has almoft every where furrounded
thofe {mall quantities, and confequently from the labour and ex-
pence which are every where neceffary in order to penetrate to
and get at them. They flattered themlelves that veins of thofe
metals might in many places be found as large and as abundant
as thofe which are commonly found of lead, or -::0;11:m", or tin,
oriron.  Thedream of Sir Walter Raleigh concerning the goldsn
city and country of Eldorado, may fatisfy us that even wife m:n
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are not always exempt from fuch ftrange delufions. More than a
hundred vears after the death of that great man, the jefuit Gumla
was fhll convinced of the reality of that wonderful country, and
exprefed with great warmth, and 1 dare to fay, with great fin-
cerity, how happy he fhould be to carry the light of the gofpel
to a people who could fo well reward the pious labours of their
miffionary.

v the countries firlt difcovered by the Spaniards, no gold or
filver mines are at prefent known which are fuppofed to be worth
the working. T'he quantities of thofe metals which the firft ad-
venturers are faid to have found there, had probably been very
much magnified, as well as the fertility of the mines which were
wrought immediately after the firft difcovery. What thofe adven-
turers were reported to have found, however, was fufficient to
enflame the avidity of all their countrymen. Every Spaniard who
failed to America expected to find an Eldorado. Fortune too did
upon this what fhe has done upon very few other occafions. She
realized in fome meafure the extravagant hopes of her votaries,
and in the difcovery and conqueft of Mexico and Peru (of which
the one happened about thirty, the other about forty years after
the firflt expedition of Columbus) fhe prefented them with fome-
thing not very unlike that profufion of the precious metals which
they fought for,

A rrojecT of commerce to the Eaft Indies, therefore, gave
occafion to the firft difcovery of the Welt. A projeét of con-
queft gave occafion to all the eftablithments of the Spaniards in
thofe newly difcovered countries. The motive which excited them
to this conqueft was a projeét of gold and filver mines; and a
courle of accidents, which no human wifdom could forefee, ren-
dered this projet much more fuccefsful than the undertakers had
any reafonable grounds for expecting.

Tug




	Seite 146
	Seite 147
	Seite 148
	Seite 149
	Seite 150
	Seite 151
	Seite 152
	Seite 153
	Seite 154
	Seite 155
	Seite 156

