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BOOK fireets of London to be lighted and paved at the expence of the
\—— treafury, is there any probability that they would be fo well lighted

and paved as they are at prefent, or even at fo fmall an ex pence ?
The expence befides; inftead of being raifed by a local' tax upon
the inhabitants of each particular fireet, parifh, or diftri¢t in Lon-
don, would, in this cafe; be defrayed out of the general revenue of
the ftate, and would confequently be raifed by a tax upon all the
inhabitants of the kingdom, of whom the greater part derive no
fort of benefit from the lighting and paving of the ftreets of
London.

Twur abufes which fometimes creep into the local and provincial
adminiftration of a local and provincial revenue, how enormous
foever they may appear, are in reality, however, almoft always very
trifling in comparifon of thofe which commonly take: place in the
adminiftration and expenditure of the revenue of a great empire.
They are, befides, much more eafily corre¢ted. Under the local or
provincial adminiftration of the juftices of the peace in Great Bii-
tain, the fix days labour which the country people are obliged to.
give to the reparation of the highways, is not always perhaps very
judicioufly applied, but it is fearce ever exalted with any circum-
ftance of cruelty or oppreflion. In France, under the adminiftra-
tion of the intendants, the application is not always more judi-
cious, and the exaction is frequently the moft cruel and oppreflive,
Such Corvées, as they are called, make one of the principal inftru-
ments of tyranny by which the intendant chaftifes any parifh: or
communauté which has had the misfortune to fall under his dif~
pleafure. . £duide:

AxrTrcre II
Of the Expence of the Inflitutions for the Education of the Yeuth.

THE inftitutions for the education of the youth may. in the
fame manner furnifth a revenue fufficient for defraying their own

expence,
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expence. The fee or honorary which the fcholar pays to the mafter € HIA P.
naturally conftitutes a revenue of this kind. Ko

Even where the reward of the mafter does not arife altogether
from this natural revenue, it ftill is not neceflary that it fhould be
derived from that general revenue of the fociety of which the col~
le€tion and application is in moft countries afligned to the execu-
tive power. Thiough the greater part of Europe accordingly the
endowment of fchools and colleges makes either no charge upon that
general revenue, or but a very {mall one. It every where arifes
chiefly from fome local or provincial revenue, from the rent of {fome
landed eftate, or from the intereft of fome {fum of money allotted
and put under the management of truftees for this particular pur-
pofe, fometimes by the fovereign himfelf, and fometimes by fome
private donor.

Have thofe public endowments contributed in general to pro-
mote the end of their inftitution? Have they contributed to encou-
rage the diligence, and to improve the abilities of the teachers?
Have they directed the courfe of education towards objets more
ufeful, both to the individual and to the public, than thofe to which
it would naturally have gone of its own accord ? It {hould not
feem very difficult to give at leaft a probable anfwer to each of thofe
queftions.

In every profeflion the exertion of the greater part of thofe who
exercife it is always in proportion to the neceflity they are under of
making that exertion. This neceflity is greateft with thofe to whom
the emoluments of their profeflion are the only fource from which.
they expect their fortune, or even their ordinary revenue and fub-
filtence. 1In order to acquire this fortune, or even to get this fub-
filtence, they muft, in the courfe of the year, exccute a certain
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BOOK quantity of work of a known value; and, where the competition

L
[

is free, the rivalfhip of competitors, who are all endeavouring to
juftle one another out of employment, obliges every man to endea-
vour to execute his work with a certain degree of exactnefs, The
greatne(s of the objeéts which are to be acquired by fuccefs in fome
particular profeflions may, no doubt, {ometimes animate the exer-
tion of a few men of extraordinary f{pirit and ambition. Gueat
objects, however, are evidently not neceflary in order to occafion
the greateft exertions. Rivalfhip and emulation render excellency,
even in mean profeffions, an object of ambition, and frequently
occafion the very greateft exertions. Great objects, on the con-
trary, alone and unfupported by the neceflity of application, have
feldem been fufficient to occafion any confiderable exertion. In
England, fuccefs in the profeflion of the law leads to fome very
great objects of ambition; and yet how few men, born to eafy

fortunes, have ever in this country been eminent in that pio-
feflion !

Tue endowments of fchools and colleges have neceflarily dimi-
nifhed more or lefs the neceffity of application in the teachers.
Their fubfiftence, fo far as itarifes from their falaties, is evidently
derived from a fund altogether independent of their fuccefs and
reputation in their particular profeflions.

In fome univerfities the falary makes but a part, and frequently
but a fmall part of the emoluments of the teacher, of which the
greater part arifes from the honoraries or fees of his pupils. The
neceflity of application, though always more or lefs diminifhed, is
not in this cafe entirely taken away. Reputation in his profeffion is
ftill of fome importance to him, and he flill has fome dependency
upon the affection, gratitude, and favourable report of thofe who
have attended upon his inftrutions, and thefe favourable fenti-

ments
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ments he is likely to gain in.no way fo well as by deferving them, € Hlﬁ P,
that is, by the abilities and diligence with which he difcharges every «———y

part of his duty.

In other univerfities the teacher is prohibited from receiving any
honorary or fee from his pupils, and his falary conftitutes the
whole of the revenue which he derives from his office. His inte-
reft is, in this cafe, fet as direétly in oppofition to his duty as it is.
poffible to fet it. It is the intereft of every man to live as much at
his eafe as he can ; and if his emoluments are to be precifely the
fame whether he does, or does not perform fome very laborious
duty, it is eertainly his intereft, at leaft as intereft is vﬁlgarly un-
derftood, either'to neglect it altogether, or, if heis fubjett to fome
authority which will not fuffer him to do this, to perform it in as
earelefs and flovenly a manner as that authority will permit, If
he is naturally active and a lover of labour, it is his intereft to
employ that activity in any way, from which he can derive fome:
advantage, rather than in the performance of his duty,. from which:
he can derive none.

Ir the authority to which he'is fubjeét refides in the body corpo--
rate, the college, or univerfity, of which he himfelf is a member,
and in which the greater part of the other members are, like himflf,
perfons who either are or ought to be teachers, they are likely tos
make a common caufe, to be all very indulgent to one another,.
and every man to confent that his neighbour may neglect his duty,.
provided he himfelf is allowed to neglect his own. In the univer--
fity of Oxford,. the greater part of the public profeflors have, for.
thele many years, given up altogether even the pretence of teaching,,

Ir the authority to which he is. fubjeét refides,, not formuch in:
the body corporate of which he 1s.a member, asinfome other extra-
h 1EOUS
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neous perfons, in the bifthop of the diocefe, for example; in the
governor of the province; or, perhaps, in fome minifter of ftate,
it is not indeed in this cafe very likely that he wili be fuffered to
neglect his duty altogether, All that fuch fuperiors, however, can
force him to do is to attend upon his pupils a certain number of
hours, that is, to give a certain number of leftures in the week or
in the year. What thofe leCtures fhall be, muft ftill depend upon
the diligence of the teacher; and that diligence is likely to be pro-
portioned to the motives which he has for exerting it. An extra-
neous jurifdiction of this kind, befides, is liable to be exercifed both
ignorantly and capricioufly. Inits nature it is arbitrary and difcre-
tionary, and the perfons who exercife it, neither attending upon
the leCtures of the teacher themfelves, nor perhaps underftanding
the {ciences which it 1s his bufinefs to teach, are feldom capable of
exercifing it with judgement. From the infolence of office too they
are frequently indifferent how they exercife it, and are very apt to
cenfure or deprive him of his office wantonly, and without any juft
caufe. The perfon fubject to fuch jurifdiction is neceffarily degraded
by it, and, inftead of being one of the moft refpectable, is rendered
one of the meaneft and moft contemptible perfons in the fociety.
It1s by powerful protection only that he can effectually guard him-
felf againft the bad ufage to which heis at all times expofed ; and
this protection he is moft likely to gain, not by ability or diligence
in his profeffion, but by obfequioufnefs to the will of his fuperiors,
and by being ready, at all times, to facrifice to that will the rights,
the intereft, and the honour of the body corporate of which he is
a member. Whoever has attended for any confiderable time to
the admmiftration of a French univerfity, muft have had occafion
to remark the effets which naturally refult from an arhlhaq,r and
extraneous juri{di¢tion of this kind,

WuaTtever forces.a certain number of ftudents to any college
or univerfity, independent of the merit or reputation of the teachers,
9 tends
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tends more or lefs to diminifh the neceflity of that medit or CHIA P.

1'c1}utatim1.

Tie privileges of -graduates in arts, in law, in phyfic, and
divinity, when they can be obtained enly by reliding a certain num-
ber of years in certain univerfities, neceffarily force a certain number
of ftudents to fuch univerfities independent of the merit or reputa-
tion of the teachers. The privileges of graduates are a fort of
fratutes of apprenticefhip, which have contributed to the improve-
ment of education, juft as other ftatutes of apprenticefhip have
to that of arts and manufactures.

Tue charitable foundations of fcholarfhips, exhibitions, burfa-
ries, &c. neceflarily attach a certain number of ftudents to certain
colleges, independent altogether of the merit of thofe particular
colleges. Were the ftudents upon fuch charitable foundations
left free to chufe what college they liked beft, fuch liberty might
perhaps contribute to excite fome emulation among different
colleges. A regulation, on the contrary, which prohibited even
the independent members of every particalar college from leaving
it, and going to any other, without leave firft afked and obtained of
that which they meant to abandon, would tend very much to
extinguifh that emulation.

Tr in each college the tutor or teacher who was to inftruct each
{tudent in all arts and fciences, {hould not be voluntarily chofen by
the ftudent, but appointed by the head of the college; and if in
cafe of neglect, inability, or bad ufage, the ftudent {hould not be
allowed to change him for another without leave firlt afked and
obtained; fuch a regulation would not only tend very much
to extinguifh all emulation among the different tutors of the

Vor. Ik Yy fame
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fame college, but to diminith very much in all of them the
neceflity of diligence and of attention to their refpetive pupils.
Such teachers, though very well paid by their ftudents, might be as
much difpofed to neglect them as thofe who are not paid by them
at all, or who have no other recompence but their falary.

Ir the teacher happens to be a man of fenfe, it muft be an
unpleafant thing to him to be confcious, while he is lefturing his
ftudents, that he is either fpeaking or reading nonfenfe, or what is
very little better than nonfenfe. It muft too be unpleafant to him
to obferve that the greater part of his ftudents defert his leCtures:
or perhaps attend upon them with plamn enough marks of neglect,
contempt and derifion. If he is obliged, therefore, to give
a certain number of leftures, thefe motives alone, without any
other intereft, might difpofe him to take fome pains to give tolerably
good ones. Several different expedients, however, may be fallen
upon which will effeCtually blunt the edge of all thofe incitements
to diligence. The teacher, inftead of explaining to his pupils
himfelf, the fcience in which he propofes to inftruét them, may read
fome book upon it; and if this book is written in a foreizn and
dead language, by interpreting it to them into their own ; or, what
would give him ftill lefs trouble, by making them interpret it to
him, and by now and then making an occafional remark upon it,
he may flatter himfelf that he is giving a lefture, The flighte(t
degree of knowledge and application will enable him to do this with-
out expofing himfelf to contempt or derifion, or faying any thing
that is really foolith, abfurd, or ridiculous, The difcipline of the
college at the fame time may enable him to force all his pupils to
the moft regular attendance upon this fham-lecture, and to maintain
the moft decent and refpe&ful behaviour during the whole time of
the performance.

Tus
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Tux difcipline of colleges and univerfities is in general contrived C H AP,
not for the benefit of the ftudents, but for the intereft, or more "---»'--J

properly f'anL:ng, for the eafe of the mafters. Its objet is in all
cafes to maintain the authority of the mafter, and whether he
negletts or puri'm"ns his duty, to oblige the ftudents in all cafes to
behave to him as if he performed it with the greateft diligence and
ability., It feems to prefume perfeét wifdom and virtue in the one
order; and the greatelt weaknefs and folly in the other. Where the
mafters, however, really perform their duty, there are no examples, [
believe, that the greater part of the ftudents ever neglect theirs. No
difcipline s ever requifite to force attendance upon lectures which
are really worth the attending, as is well known where-ever any fuch
eftures are given. Force and reftraint may no doubt be in fome
degree requifite in order to oblige children or very young boys to
attend to thofe parts of education which it is thought neceffar y for
them to acquire during that carly period of life; but after twelve
or thirteen years of age, provided the mafter does his daty, force

reftraint can {carce ever be neceflary to carry on any
part of education. Such is the generofity of the greater part of
young men, that, fo far from being difpofed to negleét or defpife
the inftructions of their mafter, provided he fhows fome ferious
intention of being of ufe to them, they are generally inclined to
pardon a great deal of incorreétnefs in the performance of his duty,
and fometimes even to conceal from the publick a good deal of
grofs negligence.

Trose parts of education, it is to be obferved, for the teaching
of which there are no publick inftitutions, are generally the beft
taught. When a young man goes-to a fencing or adancing fchool,
he does not indeed always learn to fence or to dance very well; but
he feldom fails of learning to fence or to dance. The good effeéts
of the riding {chool are not commonly {o evident. The expence of 2

Yyz riding
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B O OK riding fchool is fogreat, that in moft places it is a publick inftitutior.
-..----»,»—----I The threec moft eflential parts of literary education, to read, write,

and account, it ftill continues to be more commeon to acquire in
private than in publick fchools; and. it very feldom happens that
any body fails of acquiring them to the degree in which it is necef-
fary to acquire them.

In England the publick fchools are much lels corrupted than
the univerfities. In the fchools the youth are taught, or at leaft
may be taught, Greek and Latin, that is, every thing which the
mafters pretend to teach, or which, it is expected, they fhould teach.
In the univerfities the youth neither are taught, nor always can find.
any proper means of being taught, the fciences which it is the
bufinefs of thofe incorporated bodies to teach. = The reward of the
fchoolmafter in moft cafes depends principally, in fome cafes almoft
entirely, upon the fees or honoraries of his fcholars. Schools have
no exclufive privileges. In order to obtain the honours of gradua-
tion, it is not neceflary that a perfon fhould bring a certificate of
his having ftudied a certain number of years at a publick fchool.
i upon examination he appears to underftand what s taught thcm:,
no queftions are alked about the place where he learnt it.

T ue parts of education which are commeonly taughtin univerfi-
fies, it may perhaps be faid,  are not very well taught. But had
it not been for thofe inftitutions they would not have been com-
monly taught at all, and both the individual and the public would
have fuffered a good deal from the want of. thofe important parts
of education.

Tue prefent univerfities of Europe were originally, the greater:
part of them, ecclefiaftical corporations; inftituted for the educa=
tion of churchmen. They were founded by the authority of the

& pope;
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pope, and were {o entirely under his immediate protection, that CHAT.
their ‘members, whether mafters or. ftudents, had -all of them ey

wirat was then called the benefit of  clergy, that is, were ex-
empted from the civil jurifdiction of the countries in which their
refpective univer fities were fituated, and were amenable only to
the ecclefiaftical tribunals. What was taught in the greater part
of thofe univerfities. was, fuitable to the end of theirinftitution,
cither theology, or fomething that was merely preparatory to-
theology.

Waex chriftianity was firft eftablifhed by law, a corrupted latin
had become the common language of all the weftern parts of
Europe. The fervice of the church accordingly, and the tranlla-
tion of the Bible, which was read in churches, were both in that
_ corrupted latin, that is, in the common language of the country.
After the irruption of the barbarous nations who overturned the
Roman empire, latin gradually ceafed to be the language of any
part of Europe. But the reverence of the people naturally pre--
ferves the eftablithed forms and ceremonies of religion, long after
the circumftances which firft introduced and rendered them rea-
fonable are no more. Though latin, therefore, was no longer
underftood any where by the great body of the people, the whole
fervice of the church ftill continued to be performed in that lan-
guage. Two different languages were thus eftablifhed in Europe,
in the fame manner as in antient Egypt ; a language of the priefts,
and a language of the people ; a facred and a profane; a learned:
and an unlearned language. But it was neceflary that the priefts:
fhould underftand fomething of that facred and learned language’
in which they were to officiate; and the ftudy of the latin lan-
guage therefore made from the beginning an . effential part of
univerfity education.

It was not fo with that either of the Greckor of the Hebrew.

Janguage., The infallible decrees of the church had pronounced .
the
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the latin tranflation of the Bible, commonly called the Latin Vul-
gate, to have been equally dictated by divine infpiration, and
therefore of equal authority with the Greek and Hebrew originals.
The knowledge of thofe two languages, therefore, not being in-
difpenfibly requifite to a churchman, the ftudy of them did not
for a long time make a neceffary part of the common courfe of
univerfity education. There are {fome Spanith univerfities, I am
affured, in which the ftudy of the Greek language has never yet
made any part of that courfe, The firft reformers found the
Greek text of the new teftament and even the Hebrew text of the
old more favourable to their opinions than the vulgate tran{lation,
which, as might naturally be fuppofed, had been gradually accoms=
modated to f{upport the dotrines of the catholic church, They
fet themfelves therefore to expofe the many errors of that tranfla-
tion, which the Roman catholic clergy were.thus put under the
:1ecciﬁtj,r of defending or explaining.  But this could not well be
done without fome knowledge of the original languages, of which
the {tudy was therefore gradually introduced into the greater part
of univerfities ; both of thole which embraced and of thofe which
rejected the dolinines of the reformation. The Greek language
was connected with every part of that claflical learning, which,
though at firlk principally cultivated by catholics and Italians,
happened to come into fafhion much about the fame time that
the doctrines of the reformation were fet on foot. In the greater
part of univerfities therefore that language was taught previous to
the ftudy  of philofophy, and as foon as the ftudent had made
fome progrefs in the latin. The Hebrew language having no
connection with claffical learning, and, except the holy fcriptures,
being the language of not a fingle book in any efteem, the frudy
of it did not commonly commence till after that of philo-

fophy, and when the ftudent had entered upon the ftudy of
theology.

ORIGINALLY
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OriciNaLLy the firft rudiments both of the Greek and Latin
languages were taught in univerfities, and they ftill continue to be
fo in fome univerfities. In others it is expeéted that the ftudent
thould have previoufly acquired at leaft the rudiments of one or
both of thofe languages, of which the ftudy continues to make
every where a very confiderable part of univerfity education.

Tue antient Greek philofophy was divided into three great
branches; phyfics, or natural philofophy ; ethics, or moral philo-
fophy ; and logic. This general divifion feems perfectly agreeable
to the nature of things.

Tur great phenomena of nature, the revolution of the hea-
venly bodies, eclipfes, comets, thunder, lightning, and othep
extraordinary meteors, the generation, the life, growth, and dif-
ful_ution of plants and animals, are objects which, as they naturall y
excite the wonder, fo they neceffarily call forth the curiofity of
mankind to enquire into their caufes. Superfiition firft attempted
to fatisfy this curiolity by referring all thofe wonderful appearances
to the immediate agency of the gods, Philofophy aftérwards en-
deavoured to account for them, from more familiar caules, or
from fuch as mankind were better acquainted with, than the
agency of the gods. As thofe great phenomena are the firfk
objefts of human cuariofity, fo the ftience which pretends to
explain them muft naturally have been the firft branch of philo-
fophy that was cultivated. The fieft philofophers accordingly of
whom hiftory has preferved any account, appear to have been
natural philofophers.

In every age and country of the world men muft have attended

clhibdl

to the characters, defigns, and aftions of one another, and many
reputable rules and maxims for the conduét of human life, muft
have been laid down and approved  of by common confent. As

& {foon
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B 0153' K ‘foon as writing came into fathion, wife men, or thofe who fancied

—~d themfelves fuch, would naturally endeavour to inereafe the num-

ber of thofe eftablifhed and relpected maxims, and to exprefs their
own fenfe of what was either proper or improper conduét, fome-

times in the more artificial form of apologues, like what are

called the fables of /Efop; and fometimes in- the more fimple bne
of apophthegms, or wife fayings, like the Proverbs of Solomon,
the verfes of Theognis and Phocyllides, and fome part of the

works of Hefiod. They might continue in this manner for a

long time merely to multiply the number of thofe maxims of

prudence and morality, without even attempting to arrange
them in any very diftinét or methodical order, much lefs to
conneét them together by one or more general principles, from
which they were all deducible like effelts from their natural
caufes. The beauty of a fyftematical arrangement of different
obfervations conneéted by a few common principles, was firft feen
in the rude effays of thofe antient times towards a {yftem of natural
philofophy. Something of the fame kind was afterwards attempted
in morals. The maxims of common life were arranged in fome
methodical order, and connefted together by a few commeon prin-
ciples, in the fame manner as they had attempted to arrange and
conneét the phenomena of nature. The fcience which pretends
to inveftigate and explain thofe connefting principles, is what 18
properly called moral philofophy.

DirrerenT authors gave different fyftems both of natural and

moral philofophy. But the arguments by which they fupported
thofe different fyftems, far from being always demonftrations, were
frequently at beft but very flender probabilities, and fometimes
mere fophifms, which had no other foundation but the inaccuracy
and ambiguity of common language. S peculative {yftems have in
all ages of the world been adopted for reafons too frivelous- to
have determined the judgement of any man of common fenfe, in

a matter
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a matter of the fmalleft pecuniary intereft. Grofs fophiftry has
fearce ever had any influence upon the opinions of mankind,
except in matters of philofophy and fpeculation ; and in thefe it
has frequently had the greateft, The patrons of each fyftem of
natural and moral philofophy naturally endeavoured to expofe the
weaknels of the arguments adduced to fupport the fyftems which
were oppofite to their own. In examining thofe arguments, they
were neceffarily led to confider the difference between a probable
and a demonftrative argument, between a fallacious and a con-
clufive one ; and Logic, or the {cience of the general principles of
good and bad reafoning, neceflarily arofe out of the obfervations
which a ferutiny of this kind, gave occafion to. Though in its
origin pofterior both to phyfics and to ethics, it was commonly
taught, not indeed in all, but in the greater part of the antient
fchools of philofophy, previoufly to either of thofe fciences. The
ftudent, it feems to have been thought, ought to underftand well
the difference between good and bad reafoning, before he was led
to reafon upon fubjeéts of fo great importance.

T'uis antient divifion of philofophy into three parts was in the
greater part of the univerfities of Europe, changed for another
into five,

In the antient philofophy, whatever was taught concerning the
nature either of the human mind or of the Deity, made a part of
the fyftem of phyfics. Thofe beings, in whatever their effence
might be fuppofed to confift, were parts of the great fyftem of the
univerfe, and parts too produétive of the moft important effeéts,
Whatever human reafon could either conclude or conjecture
concerning them made, as it were, two chapters, though no
doubt two very important ones, of the {cience which pretended to
give an account of the origin and revolutions of the great fyftem

Yor. II. A of
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of the univerfe. But in the univerfities of Europe, where philo-
fophy was taught only as fubfervient to theology, it was natural to
dwell longer upon thofe two chapters than upon any other of the
feience. Thofe two chapters were gradually more and more extend-
ed, and were divided into many inferior chapters, till at laft the
doGtrine of fpirits, of which fo little can be known, came to take
wp as much room in the fyftem of philofophy as the doftrine of
bodies, of which fo much can be known. The doftrines concern-
ing thofe two fubjects were confidered as making two diftinct fci-
ences. What was called Metaphyfics or Pneumatics was fet in
oppofition to Phyfics, and was cultivated not only as the more fub-
lime, but, for the purpofes of a particular profeffion, as the more
ufeful feience of the two. The proper fubject of experiment and
obfervation, a fubje& in which a careful attention is capable of
making fo many ufefal difcoveries, was almoft entirely neglected.
The fubjet in which, after a few very fimple and almoft obvious
truths, the moft careful attention can difcover nothing but obfcu-
rity and uncertainty, and can confequently produce nothing but
{ubtleties and fophifms, was greatly cultivated,

Wuen thofe two fciences had thus been fet in oppofition, to
one another, the comparifon between them naturally gave birth to
a third, to what was called Ontology, or the fcience which. treated
of the qualities and attributes which were common to both the
{ubjets of the other two fciences. But if fubtleties and fophifms
compofed the greater part of the Metaphyfics or Pneu matics of the
{chools, they compoled the whole of this cobweb fcience of Onto-
logy, which was likewife fometimes called Metaphyfics.

Wuerein confifted the happinefs and perfettion of a man,
confidered not only as an individual, but as the member of a
family, of a ftate, and of the great fociety of mankind, was the
: objett
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object which the antient moral philofophy propofed to inveftigate.
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In that philofophy the duties of human life were treated of as fub- l...-{,-—-...n

{ervient to the happinefs and perfeftion of human life. But when
moral, as well as natural philofophy, came to be taught only as
fubfervient to theology, the duties of human life were treated of
as chiefly fubfervient to the happinefs of a life to come. In the
antient philofophy the perfection of virtue was reprefented as necef-
farily produétive, to the perfon who poflefled it, of the moft per-
feCt happinefs in this life, In the modern philofophy it was fre-
quently reprefented as gencrally, or rather as almoft always incon-
fiftent with any degree of happinefs in this life; and heaven was to
be carned only by penance and mortification; by the aufterities and
abafement of a monk; not bj the liberal, generous, and fpirited
conduét of a man. Cafuiftry and an afcetic morality made up in
moft cafes the greater part of the moral philofophy of the fchools.
By far the moft important of all the different branches of philofo~
phy, became in this manner by far the moft corrupted.

Sucw, therefore, was the common courfe of philofophical edu-
cation in the greater part of the univerfities of Europe: Logic
was taught firft : Ontology came in the fecond place: Pneumato-
logy, comprehending the doftrine concerning, the nature of the
human foul and of the Deity, in the third : JIn the fourth followed
a debafed f{yftem of Moral philofophy, which was confidered as
immediately connetted with the dotrines of Pneumatology, with
the immortality of the human foul, and with the rewards -and
punifhments which, from the juftice of the Deity, were to be
expetted in a life to come: A fhort and fuperficial fyftem of Phy-
fics ufually concluded the courfe.

Tre alterations which the univerfities of Europe thus mtro-
duced into the antient courfe of philofophy, were all meant for the
S e education
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education of ecclefiaftics, and to render it a more proper introdiic-
tion to the ftudy of theology. But the additional quantity of fub-
tlety and fophiftry; the cafuiftry and the afcetic morality which
thofe alterations introduced into it, certainly did not render it more
proper for the education of gentlemen or men of the world, or
more likely either to improve the underftanding, or to mend the
heart,

Tuzs courle of philofophy is what fiill continues to be tauglt
in the greater part of the univerfities of Europe; with more or
lefs diligence, according as the conftitution of each particular uni-
verfity happens. to render diligence more or lefs neeeflary to the
teachers. In fome of the richet and beft endowed univerfi-
ties the tutors content themfelves with teaching a few unconneéted

fhreds and parcels of this corrupted courfe ; and even thefe they

commonly teach. very negligently and fuperficially..

Tue improvements which, in modérn times, have been made in
feveral.different branches of philofophy, have not, the greater part
of them, been made in univerfities; though fome no doubt have.
The greater part of univerfities. have not even been very forward
to adopt thofe improvements. after they were made; and feveral of
thofe learned focicties have chofen to remain for a 'long time the
{an€tuaries in. which exploded fyftems and obfolete prejudices found
{helter and protection, after they had been hunted out of every other
caorner of the world. In general, the richeft and beft endowed uni-
verfities have been the floweft in adopting thofe improvements, and
the moft averfe to permit any confiderable change in the eftablifhed
plan of education. Thofe improvements were more eafily intro-
duced into fome of the poorer univerfities, in which the teachers,
depending upon their reputation for the: greater part of their fub-
fiftence, were obliged to pay more attention to the current opinians
of the world. 6

Bur
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But though the publick fchools and univerfities of Europe were
originally intended only for the education of a particular profeflion,
that of churchmen; and though they were not always very dili-
gent in inftra &ing their pupils even in the fciences which were fup-~
pofed neceffary for that profeffion, yet they gradually drew to them~
{elves the education of almoft all other people, particularly of almoft
all gentlemen and men of fortune. = No better method,: it {eems,
could be fallen upon of fpending, with any advantage, the long
interval between infancy and that period of life at which men
begin to apply in good earneft to the real bufinefs of the world,
the bufinefs which is to employ them during the remainder of their
days.  The greater: part of what is taught in {chools and univer-
fities, however, does not feem to be the moft proper. preparation.
for that bufinefs.

In England, it becomes every day more and'more the cuftom to
{end _young people to travel in forcign countries immediately upon
their leaving fchool, and without fending them to any'univerfity.
Our young people, it is faid, generally return home much improved
by their travels, A young man who 'goes abroad at feventeen or
eighteen, and returns home at one and twenty, returns three or
four years older than he was when he went ‘abroad ;" and at‘that age
it is very difficult not to improve a good deal in three or four years.
In the courfe of his travels he generally chu';rcs fome knowledge of
one or two foreign languages; a 1:1'_1'0'.'?'1&4':15&,_however, which'1s fel-
dom fufficient to enable him either to fpeak or write! them twith pro-
Erie;c}r. In other refpetts he commonly returns homeniore conceited,
more unprihcipled, mere diflipated, and more mcapable . of -any
ferious application either to ftudy or to!bufinefs, than he could well

have become in fo fhort a time had he lived at home. By travel-

ling {o very j,ro_ung:, by {pending in the-molt- frivdlous diffipation
the moft precious years of his life, at a-diftance” {rom the infpee-
' tion
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tion and controul of his parents and relations, every ufeful habit
which the earlier parts of his education might have had fome ten-
dency to form in him, inftead of being rivetted and confirmed, is
almoft neceflarily either weakened or effaced. Nothing but the
difcredit into which the univerfities are allowing themfelves to fall,
could ever have brought into repute fo very abfurd a practice as
that of travelling at this early period of life, By fending his fon
abroad, a father delivers himfelf, at leaft for fome time, from fo dif-
agreeable an objeét as that of a {on unemployed, neglected, and
going to ruin before his eyes.

Suen have been ‘the effeéts of fome of the modern inftitutions
for education,

DirreRENT plans and different inftitutions for education feem
to have taken place in other ages and nations. )

In the. republics of antient Greece, every free citizen was inftruct-
ed, under the diretion.of the public magiftrate, in gymnaitic exer-

.cifes and in mufic. By gymnaltic exercifes it was mtended to har-

den his body, to fharpen  his courage, and to prepare him for the

-fatigues and dangers of war; and as the Greek militia was, by all

accounts, one of the beft that ever was in the world, this part of
their public education muft have anfwered completely the purpofe
for which it was intended. By the other part, mufic, it was pro-

-pofed, at leaft by the philofophers and hiftorians who have given

wusian account of thofe inftitutions, to humanize the mind, to {often
the temper, and to difpofe it for performing all the focial and moral
duties both of public and private life.

In antient Rome the exercifes of the Campus Martius anfiered

the fame purpofe as thofe of the Gymnazium in antient Greece,
| g and
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and they feem to have anfwered ‘it equally well. But among the c Hlﬁ B
Romans there was nothing which correfponded to the mufical edii= S\

cation of the Greeks. The morals of the Romans, however, both
in private and public life, feem to have been not only equal, but,
upon the whole, a good deal fuperior to thofe of the Greeks. That
they were fuperior in private life we have the exprefs teftimony of
Polybius and of Dionyfius of Halicarnaffus; two authors well
acquainted with both nations ; and the whole tenor of the Greek
and Roman hiftory bears witne(s to the fuperiority of the public
morals of the Romans. The good temper and moderation of con-
tending ‘fations feems to be the moft effential circumftance in the
public morals of a free people. But the factions of theGreeks were
almoft always violent and fanguinary ; whereas, till the time of the
Gracchi, no blood had ever been fhed in any Roman faétion; and
from the time of the:Gracchi the Roman republic may be confidered
as in reality diffolved. Notwith{tanding, therefore, the very refpect-
able authority of Plato, Ariftotle, and Polybius, and notwith-
ftanding the very ingenious reafons by which Mr. Montefquieu
endeavours to fupport that authority, it feems probable that the
mufical education of the Greeks had no great effect in'meﬂiﬁg
their morals, fince, without any fuch education, thofe of the Ro-
mans were-upon the whole fuperior. The refpect of thofc antient
fages for the inftitutions of their anceltors had probably difpofed
them to find much political wifdom in what was, perhaps, merely
an antient cuftom, continued without interruption from the ear-
lieft period of “thofe focietics to the times in which they had arrived
st a confiderable degree of refinement. Mufic and dancing are
the great amufements of almoft -all ‘barbarous nations, and the
great accomplifhments which are fuppofed to fit any man. for enter-
taining his fociety, It is fo at this day among the negroes on the
coalt of Africa. It was fo among the antient Celtes, among the
antient Scandinavians, and, as we may learn from Homer, among

the
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BOOK the antient Greeks in the times preceding the Trojan war. When
V. : - i : 24
o~ the Greek tribés had formed themfelves into little republics, it was

natural that the ftudy of thofe accomplifhments fhould for a long
time make a part of the public and commeon education of the
people.

Tue malters who inftructed the young people either in mufic or
inmilitary exercifes, do not feem to have been paid, or even appointed
by the (tate, either in Rome, or even in Athens, the Greek republic
of whofe laws and cuftoms we are the beft informed, -The fate
required that every free citizen fhould fit. himfelf for dcfending it
in war, and fhould, upon that account, learn his military exercifes.
Butit left him to learn them of fuch maiters as he could find, and
1t feems to have advanced nothing for this purpofe but a public
field or place of exercife, in which he fhould practife and perform -
them, :

In the carly ages both of the Greek and Roman republics, the
other parts of education feem to have confifted in learning to read,
write, and account, according to the arithmetic of the times.
Thefe accomplithments the richer citizens feem frequently to have
acquired at home by the affiftance of fome domeftic pedagogue, who
was generally either a flave or a freed-man ; and the poorer citizens
i the fchools of fuch mafters as made a trade of teaching for hire,
Such parts of education, however, were abandoned altogether to
the care of the parents or guardians of each individual, It does
not appear that the ftate ever afflumed any infpection or direction
of them. By a law of Solon, indeed, the children were acquitted
from maintaining in their old age thofe parents who had neglected
to inftrudt them in fome profitable trade or bufinefs.

In the progrefs of refinement, when philofophy and rhetoric
came into fafhion, the better {ort of people ufed to fend their chil-
dren
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dren to the {chools of philofophers and rhetoricians, in order to be
inftruéted in thofe fathionable fciences, But thofe {chools were not
fupported by the public.  They were for a long time barely tole-
rated by it. ‘The demand for philofophy and rhetoric was for a
long time {o fmall, that the firft profefied teachers of either could
not find conftant employment in any one city, but were obliged
to'travel about from place to place. In this manner lived Zeno
of Elea, Protagoras, Gorgias, Hippias, and many others. As
the demand increafed, the {chools both of philofophy and rhetoric
became ftationary; firft in Athens, and afterwards in feveral other
cities, The ftate however {eems never to have encouraged them
further than by afligning to fome of them a particular place to
teach in, which was fometimes done too by private donors. The
ftate feems to have afligned the Academy to Plato, the Lyceum to
Ariftotle, and the Portico to Zeno of Citta the founder of the
Stoics.  But Epicurus bequeathed his gardens to his own fchool.
* Till about the time of Marcus Antoninus however, no teacher ap-
pears to have had any falary from the public, or to have had any
other emoluments, but what arofe from the honoraries or fees
of his fcholars. The bounty which that philofophical emperor, as
we learn from Lucian, beftowed upen the teachers of philofophy,
probably lafted no longer than his ownlife, There was nothing
equivalent to the privileges of graduation, and to have attended any
of thofe fchools was not neceffary, in order to be permitted to prac-
tife any particular trade or profeflion. If the opinion of their own
utility could not draw Jfcholars to them, the law neither forced any
body to go to them, nor rewarded any body for having gonc to
them. The teachers had no jurifdiction over their pupils, nor
any other authority befides that natural authority which fuperior
virtue and abilities never fail to procure from young people
towards thofe who are entrufted with any part of their edu-
cation.

Vor. II. Aaa AT
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AT Rome, the ftudy of the civil law made a part of the edu-

w—— Ccation, not of the greater part of the citizens, but of fome par-

ticular families. The young people however, who wifhed to acquire
knowledge in the law, had no public ichool to go to, and had no
other method of ftudying it than by frequenting the company of
fuch of their relations and friends, as were fuppofed to under-
ftand it. It is perhaps worth while to remark, that though the
laws of the twelve tables were many of them copied from thofe of
fome antient Greek republics, yet law never feems to have grown
up to be a fcience in any republic of antient Greece. In Rome
it became a fcience very early, and gave a confiderable degree of
illuftration to thofe citizens who had the reputation of under-
ftanding it. In the republics of antient Greece, particularly in
Athens, the ordinary courts of juftice confifted of numerous and
therefore diforderly bodies of people, who frequently decided
almoft at random, or as clameur, faction, and party {pirit hap-
pened to determine.  The ignominy of an unjuft decifion, when
it was to be divided among five hundred, a thoufand, or fifteen
hundred people, (for fome of their courts were fo very numer-
ous) could not fall very heavy upon any individual. At Rome,
on the contrary, the principal courts of juftice confifted either
of a fingle judge, or of a {mall number of judges, whofe
characters, efpecially as they deliberated always in public, could
not fail to be very much affe€ted by any rafh or unjufk decifion.
In doubtful cafes, fuch courts, from their anxiety to avoid blame,
would naturally endeavour to fhelter themf{elves under the example
ov precedent of the judges who had fat before them either in. the
fame or in fome other court. This attention to praltice and
precedent neceflarily formed the Roman law into that regular and:
orderly fyftem in which it has been delivered: down: to us; and
the like attention has had the like effets upon the laws of every
other country where fuch attention has taken place. The fupe-
giority of character in the Romans over that of the Greeks, fo

muche
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much remarked by Polybius and Dionyfius of Halicarnaffus, was C HIPL P,
probably more owing to the better conftitution of their courts of (=

juftice, than to any of the circumftances to which thofe authors
afcribe it. The Romans are faid to have been particularly diftin-
guifhed for their fuperior refpeét to an oath. But the people
who were accuftomed to make oath only before fome diligent and
well informed court of juftice, would naturally be much more
attentive to what they fwore, than they who were accuftomed to
do the fame thing before mobbifh and diforderly aflemblies.

Tug abilities both civil and military of the Greeks and Romans
will readily be allowed to have been at leaft equal to thofe of any
modern nation. Our prejudice is perhaps rather to over-rate
them. But except in what related to military exercifes, the ftate
feems to have been at no pains to form thofe great abilities : for
I cannot be induced to believe that the mufical education of the
Greeks could be of much confequence in forming them, Mafters,
however, had been found, it feems, for inftructing the better fort
of people among thofe nations in every art and fcience in which
the circumftances of their fociety rendered it neceffary or conve-
nient for them to be inftructed. The demand for fuch inftruétion
produced, what it always produces, the talent for giving it ; and
the emulation which an unreftrained competition never fails to
excite, appears to have brought that talent to a very high degree
of perfeftion. In the attention which the antient philofophers
excited, in the empire which they acquired over the opinions and
principles of their auditors, in the faculty which they poffefied of
giving a certain tone and charalter to the conduct and converfa-
tion of thofe auditors; they appear to have been much fuperior
to any modern teachers. In modérn times, the diligence of public
teachers is more or lefs corrupted by the circamftances, which
render them more or lefs independent: of -their {uccefs and repu-
tation In their particular profeflions. Their falaries too put the
private teacher, who would pretend to come into competition with

Aaa 2 them,
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EUVUK them, in the fame ftate with a merchant who attempts to trade
—~ without a bounty, in competition with: thofe who trade with a con-

fiderable one.  If he fells his goods at nearly the fame price, he can-
not have the fame profit, and peverty and beggary at leaft, if not
bankruptey and ruin, will mfallibly be his lot. If he attempts to
fell them much dearer, he is likely to have fo few cuftomers that
his circumftances will not be much mended.  The privileges of
graduation, befides, are in many ceuntries neceflary, or at lea
extremely convenient to moft men of learned profeflions, that is,
to the far greater part of thofe who have occafion for a learned
education. But thofe privileges can be obtained only by attend-
ing the leftures of the public teachers. The meft careful attendance
upon the ableft inflructions of any private teacher, cannot always
give any title to demand them. It is from thefe different caufes
that the private teacher of any of the f{ciences: which are com-
monly taught in univerfities, is in modern times generally con-
fidered as in the very loweft order of men of letters. A man of
real abilities can ftarce find out a more humiliating or a more
unprofitable employment to turn them to. The endewments of
fchools and' colleges have in this manner not only corrupted the
diligence of public teachers, but have rendered it almoft impoflible
to have any good private ones..

Were there no public inftitutions for education, no Jyftem,
no fcience would be taught for which there was not fome de-
mand ; or which the circumftances of the times did not render
it,, either neceflary, or convenient, or at lealt fathionable to
learny A private teacher could never find his account in teach-
ing either an exploded and antiquated fyftem of a ftience acknow-
leged to be ufeful, or a fcience univerfally believed to be a mere
ufelels and pedantic heap of fophiftry and nonfenfe. . Such
{yftems, fuch fciences, can fubfit no where but in. thofe incor-
porated focieties for education whofe profperity and revenue are
in.a great meafure independent of their reputation, and alto-

gethé:r 3
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gether independent of their induftry.  Were there no public infti- C HIA P,
sutions for education, a 'gentleman; after going through with oy

application and abilities the moft complete courfe of education,
which the circumftances of the times were fuppofed to afford,
could not come into the world completely ignorant of every:
thirig which is the common fubjeft of converfation among gen-
tlemen and men of the world,

Tuere are no public inflitutions for the education of women,
and there is accordingly nothing ufelefs, abfurd, or fantaftical in
the common courfe of their education, They are taught what
their parents.or guardians judge it neceffary or ufeful for them to
learn 3 and they are taught nothing elfe. Every part of their
education tends evidently to fome ufeful purpofe; either to im-
prove the natural attractions of their perfon, or to form their
mind to referve, to modefty, to chaftity, and to.oeconomy: to
render them both likely. to become the miftrefics of a family, and

to behave properly when they have become fuch.  In every part of

her life a woman feels fome conveniency or advantage from every
part of her education, It feldom happens that a man in any
part of his life derives any conveniency or advantage from fome
of the moft laboricus and troublefome parts of his education,

Oucur the public, therefore, to give no attention, it may be
afked, fo the education of the people? Ot if it ought to give any,
what are the different parts of education which it ought to attend
toin the different orders of the people? and in what manner ought
it to. attend to them ?

ol

In fome cafes the -ftate of the focicty neceffarily places the:

greater part of individuals in fuch fituations as naturally form in
them, without any attention of government, almoft all the abili-
y g

ties and virtues which that ftate requircs, or perhaps can admit
of,.
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Bﬂvﬁ K of. 1In other cafes the flate of the fociety does not place the
=y~ greater part of individuals in fuch fituations, and fome attention

of government is neceffary in order to prevent the almoft entire
corruption and degeneracy of the great body of the people,

In the progrefs of the divifion of labour, the employment of
the far greater part of thofe who live by labour, that is, of the
great body of the people, comes to be confined to a very few
fimple operations; frequently to one or two. But the under-
ftandings of the greater part of men are neceflarily formed by
their ordinary employments. The man whofe whole life is fpent
in performing a few fimple operations, of which the effeéts too

are, perhaps, always the fame, or very nearly the fame, has no
.occafion to exert his underftanding, or to exercife his invention in

finding out expedients for removing difficulties which never occur.
He naturally lofes, therefore, the habit of fuch exertion, and
generally becomes as ftupid and ignorant as it is poffible for a
human creattre to become. The torpor of his mind renders
him, not only incapable of relithing or bearing a part in any
rational converfation, but of conceiving any generous, noble, or
tender fentiment, and confequently of forming any juft judgement
concerning many even of the ordinary duties of private life. Of
the great and extenfive interefts of his country, he is altogether
incapable of judging ; and unlefs very particular pains have been
taken to render him otherwife, he is equally incapable of defend-
ing his country in war. The uniformity of his ftationary life
naturally corrupts the courage of his mind, and makes him
regard with abhorrence the irregular, uncertain, »and adventurous
life of a foldier. It corrupts even the altivity of his body, and
renders him incapable of exerting his ftrength with vigour and
perfeverance in any other employment than that to which he has
been bred. His dexterity at his own particular trade feems in
this manner to be acquired at the expence of his intellectual,

4 focial,




THE WEALTH OF NATIONS. 267

focial, and ‘martial virtues, * But in every improved and civilized C I'TIA P,
fociety this is the ftate into which the labouring poor, that s, the ey
great body of the people, muft neceffarily fall, unlefs government

takes fome pains to prevent it.

It is otherwife in the barbarous focicties, as they are commonly
called, of hunters, of fhepherds, and even of hulbandmen in
that rude ftate of hufbandry which precedes the improvement of
manufactures, and the extenfion of foreign commerce. In fuch
focieties the varied occupations of every man oblige every man to
exert his capacity, and to invent expedients for removing difficul«
ties which. are continually occurring. . Invention is kept alive,.
and the minds’ of men are not fuffered to fall into that drowly
ftupidity which in a civilized fociety. feems to benumb the under-
ftanding of almoft all the inferior ranks-of people. In thofe bar-
barous {ocieties, as they are called, every man, it has already been-
obferved, is a warrior.  Every man too is in fome mealure a .
ftatefman, and can form a tolerable judgement concerning the: i i
intereft of the fociety, and the conduét of thofe who govern it.
How: far their chiefs are good: judges in peace,, or good leaders in
war, is obvious to the obfervation of almoft every fingle man among.
them. In fuch a fociety indeed, no man can well acquire that
jmproved and refined underftanding which a few men fometimes
poflefs in a more civilized ftate. Though in a rude fociety there
is. a good deal of variety in the occupations of every individual,
" there is not 'a great deal.in thofe of the whole fociety. Every
, man does, or is capable of doing, almoft every thing which
' any: other man does or is. capable of doing, Every man has a

confiderable degree of knowledge, ingenuity and invention ; ‘but
fcarce any man has a.great degree, The degree, however, . which:
is commonly pofleffed, is generally fufficient for conduéting the
‘ whole fimplé bufinefs of the fociety. In a civilized ftate, on the

contrary, though there is little variety in the occupations of the
greatex:
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greater part of individuals, there is'an almoft infinite variety in
thofe of the whole fociety. Thefe varied occupations: prefent an
almoft infinite variety of objects to the contemplation of thofe few
who, being attached to no pnrticulnr occupation themfelves, have
leifure and inclination to examine the occupations of other people.
The contemplation 6f {o great a variety of objects neceffarily exer-
cifes their minds in' endlefs comparifons and combinations, and
renders their underftandings in an extraordinary degree both acute
and comprehenfive, Unles thofe few, however, happen .to be
placed in fome very particular fituations, their greatabilities, though
honourable to themfelves, may contribute very little to the good
government or happines of their fociety. Notwithitanding. the
great abilities of thofe few, all the nobler parts of the human cha-
rafter may be in a great meafure. obliterated and extinguifhed in
the great body of the people.

Tue education of the commion people requires, perhaps, in a
civilized and commercial fociety, the attention of the public more
than that of people of fome rank and fortune. People of fome
rank and fortune are generally eighteen or nineteen years of age
before they enter upon that particular bufinefs, profefiion, or trade,
by which they propofe to diftinguifh themfelves in the world. They
have before that full time to acquire, or at leaft to fit themfelves for-
afterwards acquiring, every accomplifhment which can recommend
them to the public efteem, or render them worthy of it. Their parents
or guardians are generally fufficiently anxious ‘that they fhould be
{o accomplifhed, and are in moft cafes willing enough to lay out the
expence which is neceffary for that purpofe. If they are not always
properly educated, it is feldom from the want of expence laid out
npon their education; but from the improper application of that
expence. It is feldom from the want of mafters; but from the
negligence and  incapacity of the mafters who are to be had, and
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from the difficulty, or rather from the impoffibility which there is
in the prefent ftate of things of finding any better. The employ-
ments too in which people of fome rank or fortune {fpend the
greater part of their lives are not, like thofe of the common people,
fimple and uniform. They are almoft all of them extremely com-
plicated, and fuch as exercife the head more than the hands. The
wnderftandings of thofe who are engaged in fuch employments can
feldom grow torpid from want of exercife. The employments of
people of fome rank and fortune, befides, are feldom fuch as har-
rafs them from morning to night. They generally have a good
deal of leifure, during which they may perfect themfelves in every
branch either of ufeful or ornamental knowledge of which they
may have laid the foundation, or for which they may have acquired
fome tafte in the earlier part of life,

IT is otherwife with the common people, They have little time
to fpare for education. Their parents can fcarce afford to main-
tain them even in infancy. As foon as they are able to work, they
muft apply to fome trade by which they can earn their {ubfiftence.
That trade too is generally fo fimple and uniform as to give little
exercife to the underftanding, while at the fame time their labour is
both fo conftant and fo fevere, that it leaves them little leifure and
iefs inclination to apply to, or even to think of any thing elfe.

But though the common people cannot in any civilized fociety
be fo well inftruéted as people of fome rank and fortune, the moft
effential parts of education, however, to read, write, and account,
can be acquired at fo early a period of life, that the greater part
even of thofe who are to be bred to the loweft occupations, have
time to acquire them before they can. be employed in thofe occu-
pations.  For a very fmall expence the public can facilitate, can
encourage, and can even impofe upon almoft the whole body of
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education.

Tue public can facilitate this acquifition by eftablifhing in every
parifh or diftrict a little {chool, where children may be taught for a
reward fo moderate, that even a common labourer may afferd it ;
the mafter being partly, but not wholly paid by the public; becaufe
if he was wholly, or even principally paid by, it, he would foon
learn to neglett his bufinefs. - In Scotland the eftablithment of
fuch parifh fchools has taught almoft the whole common people to
read, and a very great proportion of them to write and account,
In England the eftablifhment of charity fchools has had an effect
of the fame kind, though not fo. univerfally, becaufe the eftablifh-
ment is not fo univerfal. If in thofe little {chools the books by
which the children are taught to read were a little more infiructive
than they commeonly are ; and if, inftead of thcllitll;-lg {mattering of
Latin, which the children of the common people are fometimes
taught there, and which. can fearce ever be of any ufe to them,
they were inftructed in the elementary parts of geometry -and
mechanics, the literary education of this rank of people would
perhaps be as complete as it is capable of being, There is fcarce a
common trade which does not afford fome opportunities of apply-
ing to it the principles of geometry and mechanics, and which
would not therefore gradually exercife and improve the common
people-in thole principles, the neceflary introduétion to -the moft
fublime as well as to the moft ufeful fciences.

Tae public can encourage the acquifition of thofe moft effential
patts of education by giving fmall premiums, and Jittle badges of
diftinétion, to the children'of the commbon people who excel in them.,

Tuz public can impofe upon almoft-the whole body.of the people
the necellity of acquiring thofe moft effential parts of education, by
ebliging every man to undergoan:examination or probatign in them
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to fet up any trade cither in a village or town corporate.

It was in this manner, by facilitating the acquifition of their
military and gymnaftic exercifes, by encouraging it, and even by
impoling upon the whole body of the people the neceflity of learn-
ing thofe exercifes, that the Greek and Roman republics maintained
the martial fpirit of their refpetive citizens, They facilitated the
acquifition of thofe exercifes by appointing a certain place for
learning and practifing them, and by granting to certain mafters
the privilege of teaching in that place. Thofe maft-rs do not ap-
pear to have had either falaries or exclufive privileges of any kind.
Their reward confifted altogether in what they got from their fcho-
lars ; and a citizen who had learnt his exercifes in the public Gyme
nafia, had no fort of legal advantage over one who had learnt them
privately, provided the latter had learnt them equally well. Thofe
republics encouraged the acquifition of thofe exercifes by beftow-
ing little premiums and badges of diftinétion upon thofe who excel-
led in them. To have gained a prize in the Olympic, Ifthmian or
Nemazan games, gave illuftration not only to the perfon who gained
it, but to his whole family and kindred. The obligation which every
citizen was under to ferve a certain number of years, if called upon,
in the armies of the republic, fufficiently impofed the neceflity of
learning thofe exercifes without which hc could not be fit for that
fervice.

Tuat in the progrefs of improvement the practice of military
exercifes, unlefs government takes proper pains to fapport it, goes
gradually to decay, and, together with it, the martial {pirit of the
great body of the people, the example of modern Europe fufli-
ciently demenftiates, But the fecurity of every fociety muft always
depend, more or lefs, upon the martial fpirit of the great body of
the people. In the prefent times, indeed, that martial fpirit alone,
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and unfupported by a well difciplined ftanding army, would not
perhaps be {ufficient for the defence and fecunity of any fociety,
But where every citizen had the fpirit of a foldier, a fmaller ftand-
ing army would furely be requifite. That {pirit befides would necef-
farily diminifh very much the dangers to liberty, whether real or
imaginary, which are commonly apprehended from a ftanding army.
As it would very much facilitate the operations of thatarmy againft
a foreign invader, fo it would obftrué them as much if unfortu-
nately they fhould ever be direted againft the conftitution of the
{tate,

Tre antient inftitutions of Greece and Rome {eem to have been
much more effectual for maintaining the martial fpirit of the great
body of the people than the eftablifhment of what are called the mili-
tias of modern times. They were much more {imple. When they
were once eftablifhed, they executed themfelves, and it required little
or no attention from government to maintain them in the moft
perfect vigour. Whereas to maintain even in tolerable execution
the complex regulations of any modern militia, requires the conti-
nual and painful attention of government, without which they are
conftantly falling into total neglect and difufe, The influence
befides of the antient inftitutions was much more univerfal. By
means of them the whole body of the people was completely
inftruted in the ufe of arms. Whereas it is but a very {mall part
of them who can ever be fo inftructed by the regulations of any
modern militia; except, perhaps, that of Switzerland. But a cow-
ard, a man incapable cither of defending or of revenging himfelf,
evidently wants one of the moft effential parts of the character of a
man. Heis as much mutilated and deformed in his mind as another
s in his body, who is either deprived of fome of its moft effential
members, or has loft the ufe of thofe members, He is evidently the
more wretched and miferable of the two; becaufe happinels and
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mifery, which refide altogether in the mind, muft necefarily depend
more upon the healthful or unhealthful, the mutilated or entire ftate
of the mind, than upon that of the body. Even though the mar-
tial {pirit of the people were of no ufe towards the defence of the
fociety, yet to prevent that fort of mental mutilation, deformity and
wretchednefs which cowardice neceffarily involves in it, from fpread-
ing themfelves through the great body of the people, would fhil
deferve the moft ferious attention of government; in the fime man-
ner as it would deferve its moft ferious attention to prevent a leprofy
or any other loathfome and offenfive difeafe, though neither mortal
nor dangerous, from fpreading itlelf among them; though per=
haps no other public good might refult from fuch attention befides
the prevention of fo great a public evil.

Taur fame thing may be faid of the grofs ignorance and ftupidity
which, in a civilized fociety, feem fo frequently to benumb the
underftandings of all the inferior ranks of people. = A man, with-
out the proper ufe of the intelle@ual faculties of a man, is, if pof-
fible, more contemptible than even a coward, and feems to be muti-
lated and deformed in a fill more eflential part of the character of
human nature. Though the ftate was to derive no advantage from
the inftruction of the inferior ranks of people, it would ftill deferve
its attention that they fhould not be altogether uninftruéted. The
{tate, however, derives no inconfiderable advantage from their
inftruftion. The more they are inftructed, the lefs liable they are
to the delufions of enthufiafim and fuperftition, which, among igno-
rant nations, frequently occafion the moft dreadful diforders.  An
inftructed and intelligent people befides are always more decent
and orderly than an ignorant and ftupid one. They feel them~
felves each individually more refpeétable, and more likely to obtain
the refpect of their lawful fuperiors, and they are therefore more
difpofed to refpect thofe fuperiors. They are more difpofed. to
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