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likewife finally -paid by thé confamers ' of ‘thofe liquors.  Stich € HHA P,
taxes, though called by the fame name, and levied b}r the famic “eswpad
officers and in- the fame manner with the ftamp-duties above nien-
troneflupon thetransference 'of property, ‘ard however of -a ‘quite
différent nature, and fall Wpon quite different funds. IBt)

AR TIe LB H

Taxes upon the Wages of Labour.

THE wages of the inferior claffes of workmen, I have endea-
vouréd to fhow in the fitft book, dre every where neceffarily
| regulated’ by two different circumftances ;:'the démand- forlabous,
and the ordinary or-average price of provifions. ' The demand for
labour, according as it happensito-be either increafing, ftationary,
or declining ;- or to require an:increafing, ftationary, or decliming
population; regulates the fubfiftence of the labourer; and determines
in what degree it fhall be, €ither liberal, modérate;: ordcanty: The
ordinary or average price of provifions detérmines the quantity of
money which niuft be paid to tlie workman in order to enable hinm,
one year with another, to purchafe this liberal, ' moderate, of
{canty fubfiftence.. 'While the:démand for labbur anfl the price of
provifions, , therefore;  femain the Tame, A" direft tax upon the
wages of labour can: have no other effeét than to yaife thém' fonies
what higher' than the tax. .Let us fuppofe, for example,” that in
a-particula¥ place the ddmand for labour and ‘the prieé of provic
fions-were fuch as''torrénder: ten fhillings a week- the ‘ordinary
wages of labour; and that'a'tax ‘of one-fifth, oi“four fhillings in
the pound, ‘was.impofed tipon wages. 1If the demand foi* labour
and the price of provifions remained the fameé, ‘it would fill be
neceflary that the labourer fhould in/that place’eain fach a fubfifts
ence:as could be bought only for tenifhitlings'a week, 'oi“that after
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B UVC' K paying thetax he {liould have ten fhillings a week free wages.  But
b—r— in order to leave him fuch free wages after paying fuch a tax, the

price of labour muft in that place foon rife, not to twelve fhillings
a week only, but to twelve and fixpence; that is, in order to
enable him to pay a tax of one-fifth, his wages muft neceffarily
foon rife, not one-fifth part only, but one-fourth. Whatever
was the proportion of the tax, the wages of labour muft in all
cafes rife, not only in that proportion, but in a higher proportion.
If the tax, for example, was one-tenth, the wages of labour muft
neceffarily foon rife, not one-tenth part only, but one-eighth.

A pireeT tax upon the wages of labour, therefore, though
the labourer might perhaps pay it out of his hand, could not pro-
perly be faid to be even advanced by him ; at leaft if the demand
for labour and the average price of provifions remained the fame
after the tax as before'it.  In all fuck cafes; mot only the tax, but
fomething more than the tax, would in reality be advanced by the
perfon  who immediately employed him. ' The final payment -
would I different cafes fall upon different perfons. The rife
which fuch a tax might occafion in the wages of manufaGuring
labour would be advanced by the mafter manufatturer, who would
both be entitled and obliged to ‘charge it, with a profit, upon the
price of his goads. " The final payment of this rife of 'wages there-
fore, together with the additional profit of the mafter manufac-
turer, would fall upon the confumer. The rife which fuch a tax
might occafion in the wages of country labour would be advanced
by the farmer, whe in order to maintain the fame number of
labourers as before would be obliged to employ a greater capital.
In order to get back this greater capital, together with the ordinary
profits of ftock, it would be neceflary: that he fhould retain a larger
portion, or what comes-to the fame thing; the price of a larger
portion, of the praduce;of the land, and confequently . that he

6 {hould.
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fhould pay lefs rent to the landlord. - The final payment of thig CH;IPL P.
rife of wages, therefore, would in this cafe fall upon the landlord, «—~
together with the additional profit of the farmer who had advanced
it. In all cafes a dirett tax upon the wages of labour muit, in
the long run, occafion both a greater reduction in the rent of land,

and a greater rife in the price of manufaltured goods, than would
have followed from the proper affeflment of a fum equal to the
produce of the tax, partly upon the rent of land, and partly upon
confumable commodities.

Ir dirett taxes upon the wages of labour have not always occa-
fioned a proportionable rife in thofe wages, it is becaufe they have
wenerally occafioned a confiderable fall in the demand for labour,
The declenfion of induftry, the decreafe- of employment for the
poor, the diminution of the annual produce of the land and-labour
of the country, have generally been the effets of fuch taxes. In
confequence of them, however, the price of labour muft al-
ways be higher than it otherwife would have been in the: aétual
ftate of the demand : and this enhancement of price, -together with
the profit of thofe who advance it, muft akways be finally paid
by the landlords and confumers.

- rm————

A T ax upon the wages of country labour does not raife the price
| of the rude produce of land; for the fame reafon that a tax upon
the farmers profit does not raife that price.

Assurp-and deftructive as fuch taxes are, however, they take
place in many countries. In France that part of the taille which
is charged upon the induftry of workmen and day-labourers in
country villages, is properly a tax of this kind. Their wages are
computed according to the common. rate of the diftriét in.which

. they refide, and that they may be as little liable as poflible to any
ever-charge, their yearly gains are eftimated at no more than two
hundred;
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hundred working days in the year*. ' The tax of each individual
ig varied from year to year according to different circumitances, of
which the colleétor orthe commiffary, whom the mtendant appoints
to affift him, ‘ate the judges. In Bohemia, n confequetice of the
alteration ‘in the fyftem of finances which was begunin 1748, a

“wéry heavy tax is impofed upon the indultry of artificers. They

are divided into four clafles. The higheft clafs pay:a hundred
florins a year ; which, at two:and twenty-pence halfpénny a florin;

~amountsto gl. ‘7s. 6d. The fecond clafs aré taxed: at feventy ;

the third at fifty ; and the fourth, comprehending artificers in vil-
lages and the loweft clals of thofe in towns, at twenty-five

florins .

‘Tue recompence of ingenious artifts and 'of men of libéral pro-

feffions, T have endeavoured to fhow in the ficft book, neceflarily

keepsa certain proportion to theemolaments of inferior trades. = A
tax upon this recompence, therefore, -could have no other éffect
than to:raife it fomewhat higher than in propertion to the tax. .If
it did not rife in this manner, the ingenious arts and the liberal
profeffions, being no longer upon a level with other trades,
would be fo much deferted that they would foon return to that
level,

Tue emoluments of offices are not, like thofe of trades and
profeffions, regulated by the free competition of the market, and do
not, therefore, always bear a iuﬂ: proportion to what the nature
of the émployment requires.. ‘They are, perhaps in:moft cotin-
tries, higher than it requires ; the pesfons who have the adminis
ftration of government being generally difpofed to reward both
themfelves and theirimmediate dependents rather more than enough,
The emoluments of offices, therefore, can in -moft cafes’very well

* Jd; tem. i, p. 108, 4 Id, toum, il i gy
bear
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