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$'it is the power of exchanging that gives occalion to the C rf{f!f P,
; divifion of labour, fo the extent of thisdiviion muft'always oy

be limited by the extent of that power, or, in othér words, by
the extent of the market. When the ‘fnarket is very fmall, no
perfoncan hdve any encouragement to dedicaté himfelf entirely to
onie efploymerit, for want of the power to'exchange all that furplus
part of the produce of his own labour, which 1s"over and above

his own confumption, for fuch parts of the produce of other mens:

labour as he has occafion for.

Tuere are fonie forts of induftry, even of thie lowelt Kind,
which can be carried on' no where but in-a great fown. A porter,
for example; cin find employment and fubfifténce in no ‘other
place; A wvillage is by much too narrow a {phere for him; evén
an ordindry market town 1s fearce large enoigh-to afford him
conftant: eccupation. .In the lone Houfes ‘and very fmall vil-
lages which are fcattered about in fo' defart a couritry as the
highlands of Scotland, every farmer muft be butcher, baker and
biewer for his. own family. In fuch fituations we can farce
expect to find even afmith, a carpenter, or a mdfon, within lefs

than twenty miles of another of the fame trfade. The foattered

families that live at éight or ten miles diftance from the neareft of

them, muft learn to: perform: themfelves a great number of ! little:

pieces of work, for which, in: more populous  countries, - they
would call in the-affiftanice of thofe workmen.  Country workmen
are almoft every where obliged to apply themftlves to all the differ-

ent branches of induftry that have fo much affinity to one another
8
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as to be employed about the fame fort of materials. A country
carpenter deals in every fort of work that is made of wood: a
country fmith in every Jort of “work!that is made of iron. The
former is not only a carpenter, but a joiner, a cabinet-maker, and
even a carver in wood, as well as a wheel-wright, a plough-
wiight, a cart and waggen maker. . The employmentsof  the latter
are . {4ill, mere; various, - It is. impoflible- there fhould be fiich a
trader as even 'that ‘of a nailer in the remote and inland parts of
the highlands of Scotland. = Such a workman. at the rate of a
thoufand nails,a:day, and three hundred working days in the year,
will make; three hundred thoufand.nails, in. the year... But in. fuch
a {ituation. it would be impofiible, to,difpofe of one-thoufand, that
is, of one day’s work in:the year.

As by means of water-camriage’ a2 more extenfive market is
opened tosevery fort of indultry thaniwhat land-carriage alone i¢an
afford 1t, fo it is upon the fea coaft, and along the banks of navis
gable rivers, that induftry of every kind naturally begins to fub-
divide and improve itfelf; and it is. frequently not till a long time
after;that thofe improvements extend themfelves to the inland parts
of, the country. ' A broad-wheeled waggon, attended by two men
and drawn by eight horfes, in about fix wecks time carries and
brings back between London and Edinburgh near four ton weight
of goods. -In about the fame time a_fhip navigated by fix or. eight
men," and failing between the ports of London and Leith, fre-
quently carries and brings back two hundred ton weight of goods.
Six or eight men, therefore, by the help of water-carriage, can
carry and bring back in the fame time the fame quantity of goods
between London and Edinburgh-as fifty broad-wheeled waggons,
attended by a hundred men; and’ drawn by four hundred horfes,
Upon two hundred tons of goods, therefore, carried by the cheapeft
land-carriage from London to Edinburgh, there muft be charged

the
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the maintenance of a hundred men for three weeks, and both the C II?H:'\ P.
maintenance, and, what is nearly equal to the maintenance, the w—y—

wear and ‘tear of four hundred horfes as well ‘as of’ fifty ‘great
waggons. Whereas upon’ the fame quantity of goods carried’ by
water, there is to be charged only the maintenance of fix or eight
men, and the wear and tear of a fhi p.of two hundred tons burden,
together with the value of the fuperior rifk or the differenceof the
infurance between land and water-carriage.” Were there no’otlier
communication between thofetwo places; therefore, but by land=
carriage, as no goods could be tranfported from the one to the
other except fuch whofe price was very confiderable in proportion
to their weight, they could carry on but'a fmall part ‘of that
commerce Which“is-at prefent carried on betweern them, and con+
fequently could give but a fmadll part ‘of that encouragement which

they at prefent mutually afford to each other’s induftry:  There

could belittle or:no commerce of any kind between the diftant
parts of the world.. - 'What goods could bear: the expence of Jand-
carriage between London-and Calcutta?  Or if there. was' any {0
precious as to be able to fupport this expence, with ‘what fafety
could they be tranfported through the: territories of fo many
barbarous nations? . Thole. two cities, | however,  at, prefent cariy
ori together a very confiderable commerce, r1and, by mutually
affording a market, give a'good deal of encouragement . to.each
other’s induftry.

Since fuch, therefore, - are the advantages: of water carfiage,
it is natural that the fioft improvements of art and indufity fhould
be made where this conveniency opens the whole worldi for: a
market to the produce of every fort of labour, and that they
fhould -always i be much later im-extendin g themiglves into therin-
land: parts of sthe cowitry.. The inland parts.of | the country. can
for a long time- have no. other market for ‘the greater part of their

5 goods,
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B O[ﬂ K goods, but the country which lies round about them, and fepar-
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rates them from the fea coaft, and the great navigable rivers.  The
extent of their mirket,  therefore, mufl for along time. be in
propottion to the riches and populoufnefs of  that country, and
confequently their improvement muft always be pofterior to the
improvement of that country. In our North American colonies
the plantations: have conftantly followed. either the fea coaft or
the banks of the navigable rivers, and have fcarce any where ¢x-
tended themlfelyes to.any confiderable diftance from both.

Tue nations that, according: to the beft authenticated hiftory,
appear. to have been firft civilized, were thofe: that dwelt round
the coaft. of the Mediterranean fea. That fea, by far the greateft
inlet that is known in the world, having no tides, nor.confequently
any waves except fuch assare eaufed by the wind only, was, by
the fmocothnefs of !its furface, as well as by the multitude of its
iflands, 'and the  proximity of its neighbouring fhores, extreamly
favourable to the infant navigation of the world; when from their
ignorance of the compafs, men were afraid to quit the view of
the coaft, and from the imperfeftion of the art of fhip-building,
to ‘abandon ‘themfelves to the boiiterous waves of the ocean. To
pafs beyond the pillars of Hercules, thatis, to fail out of  the
ftreights of  Gibraltar; wasy in the antient world, long confidered
as a moft wonderful and dangerous exploit of navigation. It was
late before even the Phenicians and Carthaginians, the moft
{kilful ‘navigators and fhip-builders of thofe old times, attempted
it, and they were for a'long time the only nations: that did at-

tempt 1t.

Oy all the countries on ‘the 'coalt of the:Mediterranean fea,
Egypt feems to have been/the firft in which either agriculture or

manufaétures were cultivated and improved to any confiderable
degree,
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degree, Upper Egypt extends itfelf no where above a few miles CH AP.
from the Nile, and in Lower Egypt that great river breaks itfelf —
into many different canals, which, with the affiftance of a little

art, {eem to have afforded a communication by water carriage,

not only between all the great towns, but between all the con-

fiderable villages, and even to many farm houfes in the country;

nearly in the fame manner as the Rhine and the Maecfe do in

Holland at prefent. The extent and eafines of this inland
navigation was probably one of the principal caufes of the early
improvement of Egypt,

Tye improvements in agriculture and manufa@ures feem like-
wilc to have been of very great antiquity in the provinces of Bengal
in the Eaft Indies, and in fome of the eaftern provinees of China 3
though the great extent of this antiquity is not anthenticated by any
hiftories of whofe authority we, in this part of the world, are well
affured. In Bengal the Ganges and feveral other great rivers break
themfelves into many canals in the fame manner as the Nile does
in Egypt. In the eaftern provinces of China too feveral great
rivers form, by their different branches, a multitude of canals,
and by communicating with one another afford an inland naviga-
tion much more extenfive than that either of the Nile or the
Ganges, or perhaps than both of them put together. It is re-
markable that neither the antient Egyptians, nor the Indians, nor
the Chinefe, encouraged foreign commerce, but feem all to ]
derived their great opulence from this inland navigation,

1ave

Arr the inland parts of Africa, and all that part of Afia which
lies any confiderable way north of the Euxine and Caipian feas,
the ancient Scythia, the modern Tartary and Siberia, feem in
all ages of the world to have been in the fame barbarous and
uncivilized ftate in which we find them at prefent. The fea of
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Tartary is the frozen ocean which admits of no navigation, and
though fome of the greateft rivers in the world run through that
country, they are at too great a diftance from one another to
carry commerce and communication through the greater part of
it. There are in Africa none of thofe great inlets fuch as the
Baltic and Adriatic feas in Europe, the Mediterranean and Eux-
ine feas in both Europe and Afia, and the gulphs of Arabia,
Perfia, India, Bengal and Siam, in Afia, to carry maritime com=
merce into the interior parts of that great continent: and the
great rivers of Affica are at too great a diftance from one another
to give occafion to any confiderable inland navigation. The com-
merce befides which any nation can carry on by means of a river
which does not break itfelf into any great number of branches
or canals, and which runs into another territory before it reaches
the fea, can never be very confiderable; becaufe it is always in the
power of the nations who pofiefs that other territory to obftruét the
communication between the upper country and the fea. The navi-
gation of the Danube is of very little ufe to the different ftates of
Bavaria, Auftria and Hungary, in comparifon of what it would
be if any one of them poffefled the whole of its courfe till it falls,
into the Black fea.
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