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THE NATURE AND CAUSES OF

or poverty of that fociety; by its advancing, ftationary, or de«
clining condition ; but to remain the fame or very mearly the
fame in all thofe different ftates. I fhall, in the third place, en-
deavour to explain all the different circumftances which regulate

this proportion.

In the fourth and latt: place I fhall endeavour to fhow what are
the circumftances which regulate the rent of land, and which either
raife or lower the real price of all the different fubftances which
it produces.

C H A Pl VIH.

Of the Wages of Labour.

HE produce of labour conftitutes the natural recompence or
wages of labour,

In that original ftate of things, which precedes both the appro-
priation of land and the accumulation of ftock, the whole pro-
duce of labour belongs to the labourer. He has neither landlord
nor mafter to fhare with him.

Hap this ftate continued, the wages of labour would have aug-
mented with all thofe improvements in its productive powers, to
which the divifion’ of labour gives occafion. All things would
gradually have becdme cheaper. They would have been produced
by a fmaller quantity of labour; and as the commodities produced
by equal quantities of labour would naturally in this ftate of

7 things
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things be exchanged for one another, they would have been pur-
chafed likewife with the: produce of a fmaller quantity.

Bur though ‘all things would have become cheaper in reality,
in appearance many things might have become dearer than be~
fore, or have been exchanged for a greater quantity of other goods.
Let us fuppofe, for example, that in the greater part of employ=
ments the productive powers of labour had been improved to ten-
fold, or that a day’s labour could produce ten tites the quantity
of work which it had done originally; but that in a particular em-
ployment they had been improved only to double, or that a day’s
labour could produce only twice the quantity of work which it had
done before, Tn'exchanging the produce of a day’s labour in the
greater part of employments, for that of a day’s labour inthis par-
ticular one, ten times the original quantity of work in them would
purchafé only twice the original quantity in it, Any particalar
quantity in it, therefore, a pound weight, for example, would
appear to be five times dearer than before. In reality, however,
it would be twice as cheap. Though it required five times the
quantity of other goods to purchafe it, it would require only half
the quantity of labour either to purchafe or to produceit. The
acquifition, therefore, would be twice as eafy as before,

Bur this original ftate of things, in which the labourer enjoyed
the whole produce of his own labour, could not laft beyond the
firft introduétion of the appropriation of land and the accumulation
of ftock. It was atan end, therefore, long before the moft con—
fiderable improvements were made in the produltive powers- of
labour, and it would be to no purpofe to trace further what might
have been its effefts upon the recompence or wages of labour.

As foon as land becomes private property, the landlord demands
a fhare of whatever produce the labourer can either raife, or col-
let
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BOOK let from'it. His rent makes the firft deduétion from the produce
= of the labour which is employed upon land.

It feldom happens that the perfon who tills' the ground has
wherewithal to maintain himfelf till he reaps the harveft. His
maintenance is generally advanced to him from the ftock of a
mafter, the farmer who employs him, and who would have no
intereft to employ him, unlefs he was to fhare in the produce of
his labour, or unlefs his ftock was to be replaced to him with a
profit. This profit makes a fecond deduétion from the produce
of the labour which is employed upon land.

Tue produce of almoft all other labour is liable to the like
deduction of profit. In all arts and manufactures the greater part
of the workmen ftand in need of a mafter to advance them the
materials of their work, and their wages and maintenance till it be
compleated. He fharcs in the produce of their labour, or in the
value which it adds to the materials upon which it is beftowed;
and in this thare confifts his profit.

11 fometimes happens, indeed, that a fingle independant work-
man has ftock fufficient both to purchafe the materials of his work,
and to maintain himfelf till it be compleated, He is both mafter
and workman, and enjoys the whole produce of his own labour,
or the whole value which it adds to the materials upon which
st is beftowed. It includes what are ufually two diftint revenues,
belonging to two diftinét perfons, the profits of ftock, and the
wages of labour.

Sycu cales, however, are not very frequent, and in every part
of Europe, twenty workmen ferve under a mafter for one that is
independant; and the wages of labour are every where underftood

o
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to'he, wiat ey wlually are, ‘when ‘thelabourer ivone perfon, and € :EL'-'["LI P,

the g of thedteck avhich employs him another., st
WA the ‘common “wages of Iabour dtpen-tls every where
gponthe corttralt ulually made between thofe two parties, whofe
interelts are by no mneans ‘the {ame. The workmen defireto get-as
much, the ‘mafters toigive as little as rpoflible. ' "The foriner are

difpofed to combine in serder to raile; ~the latter in ovder tolower

Fga =t

the ‘wages of labour.

It 1s mot, however,’ difficult totorefee which of the two parties
muft; upon all ordinary occafions, 'have the advantage in the dif-
pute, and force ‘the other ‘into a compliance with their “terms.
The mafters, being fewer in number, cannot only combine ‘more
eafily, but the law authorifes their combinations, or at ‘leaft does
not pmhibit them, while it prolibits thofe of the workmen. “We
have no aéts ‘of parliament againft combining to lower the price of
work; but many againft combining ‘to raife it. In all fuch dif-
putes the mafters can hold out much longer. A landlord, .a far-
mer, a4 mafter manufacturer, or merchant, though they did not
employ a fingle workman, could generally live a year or two upon
the ftocks which ‘they have already acquired. '"WMany workmen
could not fubfift a weck, few could fubfift a -month, and fearce
anya year without employment. In the long-run ‘the workman
may be as neceflary to his mafter as his mafter is to'him ; but the
neceffity is not {fo immediate.

We rarely hear, it'has been faid, of the combinations of mafters;
though frequently of ‘thofe of workmen. But whoever imagines,
upon this account, ‘that mafters ravely combine, is as ignorant of
the world as of the {fubjett. = Mafters are always and ‘everyswhere
ina fort of tacit, ‘bat conftant and uniform combination, not to
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BOOK raife the wages of labour above their attual rate. To violate this
s—— combination is every where a moft unpopular aftion, and a fort

of reproach to a mafter among his neighbours and equals. We
{eldom, indeed, hear of this combination, becaufe it is the wufual,
and one may fay, the natural {tate of things which noboedy ever
hears of. Mafters too {ometimes enter into particular combina-
tions to fink the wages of labour even below this rate. Thefe
are always ‘conducted with the utmoft filence and fecreey, till the
moment of execution, and when the workmen yield, as they fome-
times do, without refiftance, though feverely felt by them, they
are never heard of by other people. Such combinations, however,
are frequently refifted by a contrary defenfive combination of the
workmen; who fometimes too, without any provocation of this
kind, combine of their own accord to raile the price of their la-
bour. = Their ufual pretences are, fometimes, the high price of pro-
vifions; fometimes the great profit which their mafters make by their
work. Bat whether their combinations be offenfive or defenfive
they are always abundantly hearfl of. In order to bring the point
to a fpeedy decifion, they have always recourfe to the loudelt cla-
mour, and fometimes to the moft fhocking violence and outrage.
They are defperate, and act with the folly and extravagance of def-
perate men, who muft ftarve or frighten their mafters into.an inr-
mediate compliance with their demands. The mafters upon thefe
occafions are juft as clamorous upon the other fide, and never
ceafe to call aloud for the afliftance of the civil magiftrate, and the
rigorous execution of thofe laws which have been enacted with fo
much feverity againft the combinations of fervants, labourers, and
journeymen. The workmen, accordingly, very feldom derive any
advantage from the violence of thofe tumultuous combinaticns,
which, partly from the interpofition of the civil magiftrate, partly
from the fuperior fteadinefs of the: mafters, partly from the ne-
ceﬁity which the greater ‘part of the workmen are under of fub-

mitting
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mitting for the fake of prefent fubfiftence, generally end in no- C g

t!mw but the pun:ﬂuncut or ruin of the 1111g leaders.

But though in difputes with their workmen, mafters muft
generally have the advantage, there is however a certain rate below
which it feems impofiible to reduce, for any confiderable time,
the ordinary wages even of the lowelt fpecies of labour.

A maAny muft always live by his work, and his wages muft at
leaft be fufficient to maintain him. They muft even upon moft
occafllons be fomewhat more; otherwife it would be impofiible to
bring up a family, and the race of fuch workmen could not laft
beyond the firft generation. Mr. Cantillon feems, upen this ac-
count, to fuppofe that the loweft {pecies of common labourers
muit every where earn at leaft double their own maintenanee, in
order that one with another they may be enabled to bring up two
children ; the labour of the wife, on account of her neceflary at-
tendance on the children, being fuppofed no more than fufficient
to provide for herfelf. But one-half the children born, it is com-
puted, die before the age of manhood. The pooreft labourers,
therefore, according to this account, muft, one with another, attempt
to rear at leaft four children, in order that two may have an equal
chance of living to that age, But the neceffary maintenance of
four children, it is {"uppoihd,. may be nearly equal to that of one
man. The labour of an able-bodied flave, the fame auther adds,
is computed to be worth double his maintenance; and that of the
meaneft labourer, he thinks, cannot be worth lefs than that of
an able-bodied flave. Thus far at leaft feems certain, that, in order
to bring up a family, the labour of the hufband and wife together
muft, even in the loweft {pecies of common labour, be able to
earni fomethin g more than what is precifely neceflary for their own
maintenance; but in what proportion, whether in that above

M 2 mentioned,

ey




04

THE NATURE AND CAUSES OF

BOOK mentioned, or in any other, I fhall not take upon me to deter-
I+ 5
by IIIIEC.

TuERE are certain circumitances, however, which {fometimes
gh-e.- the labourers an advantage, and enable them to raife their
wages confiderably above this rate; evidently the loweft which is
confiftent with common humanity.

WHEN in any country the demand for thofe who live by wages:
Tabourers, journeymen, fervants of every kind, is continually in-
creafing; when every year furnifhes employment for a greater
number than had been employed the year before, the workmen
have no occafion to combine in order to raife their wages. The
fearcity of hands occafions a competition among mafters, who bid
againft one another in order to get them, and thus voluntarily
break through the matural combination of mafters not to raile
wages.

Tue demand for thofe who live by wages, it is enident, cannot
increafe but in proportion to the increafe of the funds which are
deftined for the payment of wages. Thefe funds are of two kinds;
firft, the revenue which is over and above what is necellary for the
maintenance; and, {econdly, the ftock which is over and above
what is neceffary for the employment of their mafters.

Waew the landlord, annuitant, or monied man, has a greater
revenué than what he judges fuflicient to maintain his own family,
he employs either the whole or a part of the furplus in maintaining
one or more menial fervants, Increafe this furplus, and he will
naturally increafe the namber of thofe fervants.

Wauen an independant workman, fuch as a weaver or fhoe-
maker, has got more ftock than what is fufficient to purchafe
7 the



THE WEALTH OF NATIONS.

35

the materials of his own work, and. to maintain himflf &l he CH&P.

can difpofe’ of it, he naturally employs one or more
with the furplus, in order to make a profit by their work. In-

creafe this furplus, and he will naturally increafe the number of
his journeymen.

Tur demand for thole who live by wages, therefore, neceffarily
increafes: with  the increafe of the revenue and ftock of EVETY coun-
try, and cannot poffibly increafe withoutit, The increafe of revenue
and ftock is the increaft of national wealth. The demand for
thofe who! live by wages, therefore, naturally increafes with the

increale of national wealth, and cannot poffibly increafe with-
out it,

IT is not the actual greatnefs of national wealth, but its con-
tinual increafe, which occafions a rife in the wages: of labour,
It 1s not, accordingly, in. the: richeft countries, but in the moft
thriving or in thofe which are growing rich the fafteft, that the
wages of labour are higheft. England is certainly, in the prefent
times, a much richer country than any part of North America,
The wages of labour, however, are much higher in North, America
than in any part of England. In the provirice of New York,
common labourers earn three fhillings and fixpence currency,
equal to two fhillings fterling, a day; (hip carpenters, ten fhil lings
and fixpence currency, with a pint of rum worth fixpence fterling,
equal in all to fix fhillings and fixpence fterlin g; houfe carpenters
and bricklayers, eight fhillings currency, equal to four fhillings
and fixpence fterling; journeymen taylors, five fhillings currency,
equal to about two (hillings and ten-pence fterling. Thefe prices
are all above the London price; and wages are faid to be as high
in the other colonies as in New York. The price of provifions is
every where in North America much lower than in England. A
dearth has never been known there. In the worft fealons, they

Vor. L. M 3 have
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have always had a fufficiency for themfelves, though lefs for expor-
tation. If the money price of labour, therefore, be higher than
it is any where in the mother country, its real price, the real com-
mand of the neceflaries and conveniencies of life which it conveys
to the labourer, muft be higher in a ftill greater proportion.

BuT though North America is not yet fo rich as England, it is
much more thriving, and advancing with much greater rapidity to
the further acquifition of riches. The moft decifive mark of the
profperity of any country is the increafe of the number of 1ts
inhabitants. In Great Britain and moft other European countries
they are not fuppofed to double in lefs than five hundred years.
In the Britith colonies in North America, it has been found, that
they double in twenty or five and twenty years. Nor in the
prefent times is this increafe principally owing to the continual
importation of new inhabitants, but to the great multiplication of
the fpecies. Thofe who live to old age, it is faid, frequently fce
there from fifty to a hundred, and fometimes many more, defcend-
ants from their own body. Labour is there fo well rewarded that
a numerous family of children, inftead of being a burthen, is a
fource of opulence and profperity to the parents. The labour of
each child, before it can leave their houfe, is computed to be worth
a hundred pounds clear gain to them. A young widow with four or
five young children, who, among the middling or nferior ranks of
people in Europe, would have {o little cliance for a fecond hufband,
is. there frequently courted as a fort of fortune. The value of
children is the greateft of all encouragements to marriage, We
cannot, therefore, wonder that the people in North America fhould
generally marry very young. Notwithftanding the great increafe
occafioned by fuch early marriages, there is a contmual complaint
of the fcarcity of hands in North America. The demand for
labourers, the funds deftined for maintaining them, increale, it
feems, {till fafter than they can find labourers to employ.

ThHoUuGH
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THovueH the wealth of a country fhould be very great, yet

VIIL.

if it has been long ftationary, we muft not expeét to find the w——

wages of labour very high in it. The funds deftined for the pay-
ment of wages, the revenue and ftock of its inhabitants, may be
of the greatelt extent, butif they have continued for feveral cen-
turies of the fame, or very nearly of the fame extent, the number of
labourers employed every year could eafily fupply, and even more
than fupply, the number wanted the following year. There could
feldom be any fcarcity of hands, nor could the mafters be obliged
to bid again{t one another in order to get them. The hands, on
the contrary, would, in this cafe, naturally multiply beyond their
employment, There would be a conftant fcarcity of employment;
and the labourers would be obliged to. bid againft one another in
order to getit. If in fuch a country the wages of labour had ever
been more than fufficient to maintain the labourer and to enable him.
to bring up a family, the competition of the labourers and the
mterelt of the malters would foon reduce them to this lowelt rate

which is confiftent with common humanity. China has been long.
one of the richeft, that is, one of the moft fertile, beft cultivated,,

moft induftrious and moft populous countries in the world. It feems,
however, to have been long ftationary. Marco Polo, who vifited it
more than five hundred years ago, defcribes its cultivation, induftry
and populoufnefs. almoft in the fame terms in which. they are de-
feribed by travellers in the prefent times. It had perhaps even long.
before his time acquired that full complement of riches which the
nature of its laws and inflitutions permits it to acquire. The
accounts of all travellers, inconfiftent in many other refpects, agree
in the low wages of labour, and in the difficulty which a labourer
finds in bringing up.a family in China. If by digging the ground a:
whole day he can get what will purchafe a fmall quantity of rice in.
the evening, he is contented. The condition of artificers is,. if:
poflible, ftill worfe,. Inftead of waiti 1g indolently in their work-

houfes,,
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houfes, for the “calls ‘6f their ‘cuftomers, as in Etrope, ‘they are
continually running about the ftreets with ‘the ‘tobls of their
refpeitive trades, offering their fervice, and as it were bepging
employment. The poverty of the lower ranks of ‘people i Chima
far furpafles that of ‘the ‘moft beggarly nationsin Europe. In the
neighbourhood of Canton thany hundred, ‘it 'is comimonly faid,
many thoufand families have no habitatibn on ‘the Iand, but live
conftantly in fittle fithing ‘boats'wpon ‘the Tivers and canals. The
fubfiftence which they find ‘there is fo fcanty that they are eager
to fith up the naftieft garbage thrown overboard from any European
fhip. Any carrion, the carcafe of a dead dog or cat, for example,

though half putrid and ftinking, is as welcome to them as the

molt wholelome food to the people of other countries. Marriage
is encouraged in China, not by the profitablenefs of children, but
by the liberty of deftroying them. In all great towns feveral are
cvery night expofed in the ftreet or drowned like puppies in the
water., The performance of this horrid office is even faid to be the
avowed bufinefs by which fome people earn their fubliftence.

Cuina, however, though it may perhaps ftand ftill, does not
feem to go backwards. Its towns are nowhere delerted by their
inhabitants. The lands which had once been cultivated are no-
where negletted. The fame or very nearly the fame annual labour
muft therefore continue to be performed, and the funds deftined
for maintaining it muft not, confequently, be fenfibly diminifhed.
The loweft clals of labourers, therefore, notwithftanding their
fcanty fubfiftence, muft fome way or another make fhift to eontinue
their race {o far as to keep up their ufual numbers.

BuT it would be otherwife in a country where the funds deftined
for the maintenance of labour were fenfibly decaying, Every year
the demand for fervants and labourers would, in all the different

clafies
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claffes of employments, be lefs than it had been the year before, C H A P.
Many who had been bred in the fuperior clafles, not being able to ‘v

find employment in their own bufinefls, would be glad to feek it in the
loweft. The loweft clafs being not only overftocked with its own
workmen, but with the overflowings of all the other clafies, the
competition for employment would be fo great in it, as to reduce
the wages of labour to the moft miferable and fcanty fubfiftence of
the labourer, Many would not' be able to find employment even
upon thefe hard terms, but would either ftarve, or be driven to
feek a fubfiftence either by begging, or by the perpetration perhaps
of the greateft enormities, Want, famine, and mortality would
immediately prevail in that clafs, and from thence extend themfelves
to all the fuperior claffes, till the number of inhabitants in the
country was reduced to what could eafily be maintained by the
revenue and ftock which remained in it, and which had efcaped
either the tyranny or calamity which had deftroyed the reft. 'This
perhaps is nearly the prefent ftate of Bengal, and of fome other of
the Englifh fettlements in the Eaft Indies. In a fertile country
which had before been much depopulated, where {ubfiftence, con-
fequently, fhould not be very difficult, and where, notwithftanding,
three or four hundred thoufand people die of hunger in one year, we
may be affured that the funds deftined for the maintenance of the
labouring poor are faft decaying. The difference between the
genius .of the Britilh conftitution which protets and governs
Worth America, and that of the mercantile com pany which oppreffes
and domineers in the Eaft Indies, cannot perhaps be better illuf-
trated than by the different ftate of thofe countries.

Tue liberal reward of labour, therefore, as it is the neceffary
effect, fo it is the natural {ymptom of increafing national wealth.
The fcanty maintenance of the labouring poer, on the other hand,
i1s the natural fymptom that things are at a {ftand, and their ftar-
ving condition that they ave going faft backwards.

Vor.:L N In
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Iy Great Britain the wages of labout feém, in the prefent times,
to be evidently more thian what is precifely neceffary to enable the
labourer to bring up a family. In order to fatisfy ourfelves upon
this peint it will net be neceflary to enter into any tedious or
doubtful calculation of what may be the loweft fam upon which
it is poffible to do this,. There are many plain fymptoms that the
wages of labour are nowhere in this country regulated by this
loweft rate which is confiftent with common humanity,

FirsT, in almoft every part of Great Britain there is a dif-
tinction, even in the loweft fpecies of labour, between fummer
and winter wages. Summer wages are always higheft: But on
account of the extraordinary expence of fewel, the maintenance of
a fammly 1s moft expenfive in winter: Wages, therefore, being
higheft when this expence is loweft, it {eems-evident that they are
not regulated by what is neceffary for this expence; but by the quan-
tity and fuppofed value of the work. A labourer, it may be faid
indeed, ought to fave part of his fummer wages in order to defray
his winter expence; and that through the whole year they do not
exceed what is neceffary to maintain his family through the whole
year. A flave, however, or one abfolutely dependent on us for
immediate {fubfiftence, would not be treated in this manner.; His
daily fubfiftence would be proportioned to his daily neceffitics.

SecondLY, the wagés of labour do not in Great Britain fluc-
tuate with the price of provifions. Thefe vary everywhere from
year to year, frequently from month to month. But in many .
places the money price of labour remains uniformly the fame
fometimes for half a century together. * If in thefe ‘places, there-
fore, the labouring poor can maintain their families in dear years,
they muft be at their eafe in times of moderate plenty, -and in
affluence in thofe of extraordinary cheapnefs. The high price of
provifions during thefe ten years paft has not in many parts of tlie

kingdom
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Kingdom been accompanied ‘with any fenfible rife in the money ©

DI
H A P.

VI,

price of labour. It has, indeed, in fome; owing probably more iy

to the increafe of the demand for labour than to that of the price
of provifions.

TuirpLY, as the price of provifions varies more from year to
year than the wages of labour, fo, on the other hand, the wages
of labour vary more from place to place than the price of pro-
vifions. The prices of bread and butcher’s meat are generally
the fame or very nearly the fame through the greater part of the
united kingdom. Thefe and moft other things which are fold
by retail, the way in which the labouring poor buy all things, are
generally fully as cheap or chieaper in great towns than in the
remoter parts of the country, for reafons which‘l fhall have oc-
calion to explain hereafter. But the wages of labour in a great
town and its neighbourhood are frequently a fourth or a fifth part,
twenty or five and twenty per cent higher than at a few miles
diftance. [Eighteen pence a day may be reckoned the common
price of labour in London'and its neighbourhood. At a few miles
diftance it falls to fourteen and fifteen pence. Ten-pence may
be reckoned its price in Edinburgh and its neighbourheod. At
a few miles diftance 1t falls to eight pence, the ufual price of com-
mon labour through the greater part of the léw country of Scot-
land, where'it varies a good deal lefs than in England. Sucha
difference of prices, which it feems is not always fufficient to
tranfport a man from one parifh to another, would neceffarily oc-
cafion fo great a tranfportation of the moft ‘bulky commodities,
not only from one parifh to another, but from one end of the
kingdom, almoft from one end of the world to the other, aswould
foon reduce them more nearly to a level. - After all that has been
faid of the levity and inconftancy of human nature, ‘it appears evi-
dently from' experience that a-man'is of all forts of lugzage the moft

N 2 difficult
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BDI{J K difficult to be tranfported. If the labouring poor, therefore, can
—v— maintain their families in thofe parts of the kingdom where the price

of labour is loweft, they muft be in affluence where it is higheft.

=

FourTHLY, the variations in the price of labour not only
do not correfpond either in place or time with thofe in the price
of provifions, but they are frequently quite oppofite.

Grain, the food of the common people, is dearer in Scotland
than in England, whence Scotland receives almoft every year very
large fupplies. But Englifh corn muft be fold dearer in Scotland, the
country to which it is brought, than in England, the country from
which it comes ; and in proportion to its quality it cannot be fold
dearer in Scotland than the Scotch corn that comes to the fame
market in competition withit. The quality of grain depends chiefly
upen the quantity of flour or meal which it yields at the mill, and
in this refpect Englifh grain is fo much fuperior to the Scotch that,
though often dearer in appearance, or in proportion to the mea-
fure of its bulk, it is generally cheaper in reality or in proportion
to its quality, or even to the meafure of its weight. The price
of labour, on the contrary, is dearer in England than in Scotland.
If the labouring poor, therefore, can maintain their families in
the one part of the united kingdom, they muft be in affluence
in the other. Oatmeal indeed fupplies the common people in
Scotland with the greateft and the beft part of their food, which
is in general much inferior to that of their neighbours of the
fame rank in England. This difference, however, in the mode
of their fubfiftence is not the caufe, but the effect of the difference
in their wages; though, by a ftrange mifapprehenfion, I have fre-
quently heard it reprefented as the caufe. It is not becaufe one

man keeps a coach while his neighbour walks a-foot, that the
4 one
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one is rich and the other poor; but becaufe the one is rich he C‘I:rll{ui P.

keeps a coach, and becaufe the other is poor he walks a-foot.

During the courfe of the laft century, taking one year with
another, grain was dearer in both parts of the united kingdors
than during that of the prefent. Thisis a matter of fact which
cannot now admit of any reafonable doubt; and the proof of
it is, if poflible, ftill more decifive with regard to Scotland than
with regard to England. It is in Scotland fupported by the evi-
dence of the publick fiars, annual valuations made upon oath,
according to the actual ftate of the markets, of all the different
forts of grain in every different county of Scotland. If fuch
direft proof could require any collateral evidence to confirm it,
I would obferve that this has likewife been the cafe in France, and
probably in moft other parts of Europe. With regard to France
there is the cleareflt proof. But though it is certain that in both
parts of the united kingdom grain was fomewhat dearer in the laft
century than in the prefent, it is equally certain that labour was
much cheaper. If the labouring poor, therefore, could bring up
their families then, they muft be much more at their eale now.
In the laft century, the moft ufual day-wages. of common labour
through the greater part of Scotland were fixpence in fummer
and five-pence in winter. Three fhillings a week, the fame price
very nearly, ftll continues to be paid in fome parts of the High~
lands and weltern Iflands. Through the greater part of the low
country the moft ufual wages of common labour are now eight-
pence a day; ten-pence, fometimes a fhilling about Edinburgh, in
the counties which border upon England, probably on account
of that neighbourhood, and in a few other places where there
has lately been a confiderable rife in the demand for labour, about
Glafgow, Carron, Ayr-fhire, &c, In England the improvements
of agriculture, manufattures and commerce began much earlier

than
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BOOXK than in Seotland. Thedemand for labour, and confequently its price,
=~ muit neceffarily have increafed with thofe improvements, - In the laft

century, accordingly, as well as in the prefent, the wages of labour
were higher in England than in Scotland. They have rifen too
€onfiderably fince that time, though on -account of the greater
variety ‘of 'wages paid there in different :places, it is more difficult
to afcertain how much. In 1614, the pay of a feot foldier was
the fame as in 'the prefent times, ¢ight pence a day. When it
wis firft eftablifhed it would ‘naturally be regulated by the ufual
wages ‘of common ‘labourers, the rank of people from which foot
foldiers ‘are ‘commonly drawn. Lord Chief Juftice . Hales, who
wrote in the time of Charles IL. computes the neceflary expence
of a labourer's family, confifting of fix perlons, the father and
mother, two children able to do fomething, and two not able, at
ten fhillings a week, or twenty-fix poundsa year. If they can-
not earnythis:by theirlabour, they muft make it up, he fuppofes,
éither by begging or ftealing. [He appears to have enquired very
carefully into thns fubject, In 1688, Mr, Gregory King, whofe
{kill in political arithmetick 1s {fo much extolled by Doctor Dave-
nant, computed the erdinary income of labourers and out-fervants
to ‘be fifteen pounds a year toa family, which he fuppofed to
confift, one with another, of three and a half perfons, His cal-
culation, therefore, though different in appearance, correfponds
very nearly at bottom with that of judge Hales. Both fuppofe
the weekly expence -of fuch families to be about twenty-pence a
head. Both the pecuniary income and expence of fuch familics
have incredfed confiderably fince that time through the greater
part of the kingdom ; in fome places more, and in {ome lefs ;
though perhaps fcarce any where {fo much as fome exaggerated
accounts of the prefent wages of labour have lately reprefented
them to the publick. The price.of labour, it muft be cbferved,
cannot be afcertained very accurately anywhere, different priges

being
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being often paid at the fame place and for the fame fort of labour, C FH\ P.
not only according to the different abilities of the workmen, but w——

according to the eafinefs or hardnefs of the mafters. Where
wages are not regulated by law, all that we can pretend to deter-
mine is what are the moft ufual ; and experience feems to thow
that law can never regulate them properly, though it has often:
pretended to do fo.

Tre real recompence of labour, the real quantity of the ne-
ceflaries and conveniencies of life which it can procure to- the
labourer, has, during the courfe of the prefent century, increafed
perhaps in a fill greater proportion than its money price. Not
only grain has become fomewhat cheaper, but many other things
from which the induftrious poor derive an agreeable and whole-
fome variety of food, have become a great deal cheaper. Potatoes,
for example, do not at prefent, through the greater part of the
kingdom, coft half the price which they ufed to do thirty or

forty years ago. The fame thing may be faid of turnips, carrots,

cabbages; things which were formerly never raifed but by the
fpade, but which are now commonly raifed by the plough, All
fort"of garden ftuff too has become cheaper. The greater part
of the apples and even of the onions confumed in Great Britain
were in the laft century imported from Flanders. The great im-
provements in the coarfer manufactures of both linen and woollen
cloth furnifh the labourers with cheaper and better cloathing;
and thofe in the manufatures of the coarfer metals, with cheaper
and better inftruments of trade, as well as with- many agreeable
and convenient pieces of hounfehold furniture. Soap, falt, can-

dles, leather, and fermented liquors have,” indeed, become a goeod:

deal dearer; chiefly from the taxes which have been laid upon
them. The quantity of thefe however which the labouring:
poor are under any neceflity of confuming, isfo very fmall that

2 the:
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BOOK the increafe in their price does not compenfate the diminution in
w—— that of fo many other things. The common complaint that

luxury extends itfelf even to the loweft ranks of the people, and
that the labouring poor will not now be contented with the {fame
food, cloathing and lodging which fatisfied them in former times,
may convince us that it is not the money price of labour only,
but its real recompence which has augmented.

Is this improvement in the circumftances of the lower ranks of
the people to be regarded as an advantage or as an inconveniency
to the fociety ? The anfwer feems at firft fight abundantly plain.
Servants, labourers and workmen of different kinds, make up
the far greater part of every great political fociety. But what
improves the circumftances of the greater part can never be re-
garded as an inconveniency to the whole. No fociety can furely
be flourifhing and happy, of which the far greater part of the
members are poor and miferable. It is but equity, befides, that
they who feed, cloath and lodge the whole body of the people,
fhould have fuch a fhare of the produce of their own labour as
to be themfelves tolerably well fed, cloathed and lodged.

PoverTy, though it no doubt difcourages, dees not always
prevent marriage. It feems even to be favourable to generaticn.
A half ftarved Highland woman frequently bears more than
twenty children, while a pampered fine lady is often incapable of
bearing any, and is. generally exhaufted by two or three. Bar-
rennefs, fo frequent among women of fafhion, is very rare among
thofe of inferior ftation. Luxury in the fair fex, while it enflames
perhaps the paffion for enjoyment, feems always to weaken and
frequently to deftroy altogether the powers of gencration.

Bur
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BuT poverty, - though it -does net prevent the generation, is CHAP,
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extreamly unfavourable to the rearing of children, The tender, w——

plant 15 pradu{'cd, but in o cold a {foil and fo fevere a climate, - foon
withers and dies, It is not uncommon, I have been frequently
told, in the Highlands of Scotland for a mother who has borne
twenty children not to have two alive. Several officers of great
experience have affured me that fo far from recruiting their regi-
ment, they have never been able to {fupply it with drums and fifes
from all the foldiers children that were born in it. A greater
number of fine children, however, is feldom feen anywhere than
about a barrack of foldiers. Very few of them, it feems, arrive
at the age of thirteen or fourteen. In fome places one half the
children born die before they are four years of age; in_many
places before they are feven ; and in almoit all places before they
are nine or ten. This great mortality, however, will every where
be found chiefly among the children of the common people, who
cannot afford to tend them with the fame care as thofe of better
ftation. Though their marriages are generally mere fruitful than
thofe ‘of people of fafhion, a {maller proportion of their children
arrive at maturity. In foundling hofpitals, and among the children
brought up by parifh charities the mortality 1s {bll greater than
among thofe of the common people.

Every fpecies of animals naturally multiplies in proportion
to the means of their fubfiftence, and no fpecies can ever mul-
tiply beyond it. But in civilized fociety it 1s only among the
inferior ranks of people that the fcantinefs of fubfiftence can fet
limits to the further multiplication of the human fpecies; and it
can do fo in no other way than by deftroying a great part of the
children which their fruitful marriages produce.

Tue liberal reward of labour, by enabling them to provide better
for their children, and confequently to bring up a greater number,
Vor. L. (0] naturally
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ndturally tends to' widen and extend thofé limits. It deferves
to be remarked’ too, that it neceflarily does this as nearly as poif-
fible' in the In'u[}oriinn which the demand for Ilabour requires.
If this demand is continually increafing, the rewatrd of labour
muft neceflarily eneourage in fuch a manner the marriage and
multiplication of labourers; as may enablé them to fupply that
continually increafing demand by a continually increafing popu-
lation, If it fhould at any time be Iefs than what was requifite
for this purpofe, the deficiency of hands would foon raife it;
and if it {hould at any time be more, their eéxceffive multiplication
would fooni lower it to this néceflary rate. The market would
be fo much underftocked with labour in the one ¢ife, and o
much overftocked 1n the other, as would foon force back its price
to that proper rate which the circumftances of the fociety required.
It is in this manner that the demand for men, like that for any
other commodity, neceffarily regulates the produltion of mem
quickens it when it goes on too {lowly, and ftops it when it
advancés too faft. It is this demand which regulates and deter-
mines the ftate of propagation in all the different countries of
the world, in North America, in Europe, and in China; which
venders it rapidly progreflive in the firft, flow and gradual in the
fecond, and altogether ftationary in the Iaft,

Tuz tear and wear of a flave, it has been faid, is at theexpence
of his mafter; but that of a free fervant is at his own expence.
The tear and wear of the latter, however, 1s, in reality, as much:
at the expence of his mafter as that of the former. The wages
paid to journeymen and fervants of every kind muft be fuch as
may enable them, one with anothér; to continue the race of jeurney-
men and fervants, according as the increafing, dimmilhing, or
flationary demand of the fociéty may happert to require. But
though the tear and wear of 4 free fervant De equally at the expente

of -
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of his mafter, it generally cofts him much lefs than that of a CH{&IP.
flave. . The fund deftined for replacing or repairing, if I may fay «——

fo, the tear and wear of the f{lave, is commonly managed by a
negligent malter or carelels overfeer. That deftined for perform-
ing the fame office with regard to the free man, is managed by the
free man himfelf, The diforders which generally prevail in the
ceconomy of the rich, naturally introduce themfelves into the
management of the former : The ftri¢t frugality and parfimonious
attention of the poor as naturally eftablifh themfclves in that
of the latter. Under fuch different management, the {ame pur-
pofe muft require very different degrees of expence to execute it.
It appears, accordingly, from the experience of all ages and na-
tions, I believe, that the work done by freemen comes cheaper
in the end than that performed by flaves. It is found to do fo
even at Bofton, New York, and Philadelphia, where the wages
of common labour are fo very high.

Tus liberal reward of labour, therefore, as it is the effect of
increafing wealth, fo it is the caufe of increafing population. To
complain of it is to lament over the neceflary effect and caufe of

the greateft publick profperity.

It deferves to.be remarked, perhaps, that it isinthe progreflive
ftate, while the fociety is advancing to the further acquifition,
rather than when it has acquired its full compléthent of riches, that
the condition of the labouring poor, of the great body of the peo-
ple, feems to be the happieft and the moft comfortable. It is hard
in the ftationary, and miferable in the declining ftate. The pro-
greflive ftate is in reality the chearful and the hearty frate to all
the different orders of the fociety, The ftationary is dull; the
declining, melancholy.

TaE
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Tz liberal reward of labour, as it encourages the propagation,
{fo it increafles the induftry of the common people. The wages of
labour are the encouragement of induftry, which, like every other
human ‘quality, improves in ‘proportion to the encouragement it
reccives. A plentiful fubfiftence increafes the bodily ftrength of
the Tabourer, and the comfortable hope of bettering his condition,
and of ending his days perhaps in eafe and plenty, animates him to
exert that {trength to the utmoft. Where wages are high, ac-
cordingly, we fhall always find the workmen more active, diligent,
and expeditious, than where they are low; in England, for ex-
ample, than in Scotland; in the neighbourhood of great towns,
than in remote country places. Some workmen, indeed, when
they can earn in four days what will maintain them through the
week, will be idle the other three. This, however, 15 by no
means the cafe with the greater part.” Workmen, on the contrary,
when they are liberally paid by the picce, are very apt to over-work
themfelves,  and to ruin their health and conftitution in a few
years. A carpenter in London, and in fome other places, is not
fuppofed to laft in his utmoft vigour above eight years. Some-
thing of the fame kind happens in many other trades, in which the
workmen are paid by the piece; as they generally are in manu-
faCtures, and even in country labour, wherever wages are higher
than ordinary. Almoft every clafs of artificers is fubject to fome
peculiar infirmity occafioned by exceffive- application to their pe-
culiar fpecies of work. Ramuzzini, an eminent Italian phyfician,
has written a particular book concerning fuch difeafes. We do not
reckon our foldiers the moft induftrious fet of people among us.
Yet when foldiers have been employed in fome particular forts of
work, and liberally paid by the piece, their officers have frequently
been obliged to ftipulate with the undertaker, that they fhould not
be allowed to-earn above a certain fum every day, aecording to the
tate at which they were paid. ‘Till this ftipulation was made,

4 mutual
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mutual emulation and the defire of greater gain, frequently prompt-
ed them to over-work themfelves, and to hurt their health by
exceflive labour. Exceflive application during four days of the
week, is frequently the real caufe of the idlenefs of the other
three, fo much andfo loudly complained of. Great labour, either
of mind or body, continued for feveral days together, is.in moft
men naturally followed by a great defire of relaxation,. which, if
not reftrained by force or by fome ftrong neceffity, is almoft ir-
refiftable. It is the call of nature, which requires to be relieved by
fome indulgence, fometimes of cafe only, but fometimes too of
diffipation and diverfion. Ifit is not complied with; the confe-
quences are often dangerous, and fometimes fatal, and fuch as
almoft always, fooneror later, bring on the: peculiar infirmity of
the trade. If mafters would always liften to the ditates of reafon
and humanity, they have frequently occafion rather to.moderate,
than to animate the application of many of their workmen. It wall
be found, 1 belicve, in every fort of trade, that theman who works
fo moderately, as to be able to work conftantly, not only preferves
hiis health the longeft, but, in the courfe of the year, executes the
greateft quantity of work.

In cheap years, it 1s pretended, workmen are generally more
idle, and in dear ones more induftrious than ordinary. A plen-
fiful fubfiftence, therefore, it has been concluded, relaxes, and a
fcanty one quickens their induftry. That a little more plenty
than ordinary may render fome workmen idle, cannot well be
doubted; but that it flhiould have this efiect upon the greater part,
or that men in general fhould work better when they are ill fed
than'when they are well fed, when theyare difheartened than when
they are in good fpirits, when they are frequently fick than when
they are generally in good health, feems not very probable. Years
of dearth, it is to be obferved, are generally among the common
people

w
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people years of ficknefs and mortality, which cannot fail to dimi-
nifh the produce of their induftry.

In years of plenty, fervants frequently leave their mafters, and
truft their fubfiftence to what they can make by their own induftry.
But the fame cheapnefs of provifions, by increafing the fund which
is deftined for the maintenance of fervants, mrcouragés mafters,
farmers efpecially, to employ a greater number. Farmers upon
fuch occafions expect more profit from their corn by maintaining
a few more labouring fervants, than by felling it at a low price in
the market. “The demand for fervants increafes, while the .number
of thofe who offer to fupply that demand diminifhes. The price
of labour, therefore, frequently rifes in cheap years.

In years of {carcity, the difficulty and uncertainty of fubfiftence

provifions, by diminifhing the funds deftined for the maintenance
of fervants, difpofes mafters rather to diminifh than to increafe the
number of thofe they have. In dear years too, poor independant
workmen frequently confume the little ftocks with which they had
ufed to fupply themfelves with the materials of their work, and are
obliged to become journeymen for fubfiftence. More people want
employment than can eafily get it; many are willing to take it
upon lower terms than ordinary, and the wages of both fervants

and journeymen frequently fink indear years.

MasTers of all forts, therefore, frequently make better bar-
gains with their fervants in dear than in cheap years,. and find
them more humble and dependant in the former than in the latter.
They naturally, therefore, commend the former as more favourable
to induftry. Landlords and farmers, befides, two of the largeft
elafles of mafters, have another reafon for being pleafed with dear

7 apays,
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yeats. The rents of the one and the profits of the other depend CHI? P.
very much upon the price of provifions, Nothing can be more ey

abfurd, however, than to imdgine that men in general fhould
work lefs when they work for themfelves, than when they work
for other people. A poor independant workman will generally
be more mduftrious than even a journeyman who works by the
piece. ‘The one enjoys' the whole produceof his 6wn induftry; the
other fhares it with his mafter. Theone, in his feparate; inde-
pendant ftate, is les liable to the temptations of bad company,
which in large manufattories fo frequently ruin the niorals of the
other. The fuperiority of the independafit workman over thofe
fervants who are hired by the month or by the year; and whofe
wages and maintenance are the fame whether they do much or
do little, is likely to be ftill greater. Cheap years ténd to increafe
the proportion of independant worknien to journeymen and fer=
vants of all kinds, and dear years to diminifh it.

A Frenxcu author of great knowledge and ingenuity, Mr.
Meflance, receiver of the tailles in the-elettion of St. Etienne,
endeavours to fhow that the poor do more work in cheap than in
dear years, by comparing the quantity and value of the goods made
upon thofe different occafions in three differént manufaétures; one
of coarfe woollens carried on at Elbeuf; one of linen, and another of
filk, both which éxtend through the whole gererality of Rouen.
It appears from his account, which is copied from the regifters of
the publick offices, that the quantity and value of the goods
made in all thofe three manufatures has generally been greater
in cheap than in dear years; and that it has always been greateft
m the cheapeft, and leaft in the deareft years. All the three feem
to be ftationary manufattures, or which, theugh their pmduce
may vary fomewhat from year to year, are upon the whole nei-
ther going backwards nor forwards,

Tag
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Tue manufacture of linen in Scotland, and that of coarfe wool-
lens in the weft riding of Yorkfhire, are growing manufactures,
of which the produce is generally, though with fome variations,
increafing both in Q1tn1nti:}' and value. Upon examining, how-
ever, the accounts which have been publifhed of their annual pro-
duce, I have not been able to obferve that its variations have had
any fenfible connetion with the dearnefs or cheapnefs of the fca-
fons.  In 1740, a year of great fcarcity, both manufactures, in-
deed, appear to have declined very confiderably. But in 17586,
another year of great fcarcity, the Scotch manufacture made more
than ordinary advances. - The Yorkfhire manufatture, indeed,
declined, and its produce did not rife to what it had been in 1755
till 1766, after the repeal of the American ftamp act. Inthat and
the following year it greatly exceeded what it had ever been belore,

and it has continued to do {o ever fince.

Tue produce of all great manufactures for diftant fale muft ne-
ceflarily depend, not fo much upon the dearnefs or cheapnefs of
the feafons in the countries where they are carried on, as upon the
circumftances which affect the demand in the countries where they
are confumed; upon peace or war, upen the pro!']:m'ii}- or de=
clenfion of other rival manufactures, and upon the good or bad
humour of their principal cuftomers. A great part of the extra-
ordinary work, befides, which is probably done in cheap years, never
enters the publick regifters' of manufaftures, * The men-fervants
who leave their mafters become independant labourers. The wo-
men return to their parents, and commonly {pin in order to make
cloaths for themfelves and their families. Even the independant
workmen do not always work for publick fale, but are employed
by fome of their neighbours in manufactures for family ufe. The
produce of their labour, therefore, frequently makes no figure in
thofe publick regifters of which the records are fometimes pub-
lifhed
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lifhed with fo much parade, and from which our merchants and C{'}{ﬁ P,
manufacturers would often vainly pretend to anounce the profperity «——

or declenfion of the greateft empires.

Tuouan the variations in the price of labour, not only do not
always correfpond with thofe in the price of provifions, but are
frequently quite oppofite, We muft fiot, upon this account, ima-
gine that the price of provifions has no influence upon that of
labour. The money price of labour is neceffarily regulated by
two circaumftances; the demand for labour, and the price of the
neceflaries and conveniencies of life. The demand for labour,
according as it happens to be increafing, flationary, or declining,
or to require an increafing, ftationary, or declining population,
determines the quantity of the neceffaries and conveniencies of life
which muft be given to the labourer; and the money price of
labour is deterimined by what is requifite for purchafing this quan-
tity. Though the money price of labour, therefore, is fometimes
high where the price of provifions is low, it would be @il higher,
the demand continuing the fame; if the price of provifions was
high. ;

IT is becaufe the demand for labour increafes in vears of fudden
and extraordinary plenty, and diminifhes iir thofe of fudden and
extraordinary fcarcity, that the meney price of labour fometimes
rifes in the one, and finks in the other.

In a year of fudden and extraordinary plenty, there arc funds
in the hands of many of the employers of mduftry, fufficient to
maintain and employ a greater number of induftrious people than
had been employed the year before; and this extraordinary num-
ber cannot always be had. Thofe mafters, therefore, who want
more workmen bid againft one another, in order to get them,

Vor. L, P
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B C'IU K which fometimes raifes both the real and the money price of their

labour.

Tue contrary of this happens in a year of fudden and extraordinary
fcarcity. The funds deftined for employing induftry are lefs than
they had been the year before. A confiderable number of people are
thrown out of employment, who bid againft one another in order to
get it, which fometimes lowers both the real and the money price of
labour. In 1740, a year of extraordinary fcarcity, many people were
willing to work for bare fubfiftence. In the fucceeding years of
plenty, it was more difficult to get labourers and fervants..

Tue fearcity of a dear year, by diminifhing the demand for la-
bour, tends to lower its price, as-the high price of provifions
tends to raife it. ‘The plenty of acheap year, on the contrary, by
increafing the demand, tends to raife the price of labour, as the
cheapnefs of provifions tends to lower it. In the ordinary varia-
tions of the price of provifions, thofe two oppofite caufes feem to
counter-balance one another; which 1s probably in part the reafon
why ‘the wages of labour are every where fo much more fteady and
permanent than the price of provifions,

Tur increafe in the wages of labour neceffarily increafes the
price of many commodities, by increafing that part of it which
refolves itfelf into wages, and fo far tends to dimimifh their con-
fumption both at home and abroad. The fame caufe, however,
which raifes the wages of labour, the increafe of ftock, tends to
increafe its productive powers, and to make a fmaller quantity of
labour produce a greater quantity of work. The owner of the
ftock which employs a great number of labourers, neceflarily en-
deavours, for his own advantage, to make fucha proper divifion
and diftribution of employment, that they may be enabled to pro-
duce
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duce the greate(t quantity of work poffible. For the fame reafon,
he endeavours to fupply them with the beft machinery which either
he or they can think of., What takes place among the labourers
in a particular workhoufe, takes place, for the fame reafon, among
thofe of a great fociety. -The greater their number, the more they
naturally divide themfelves into different claffes and fubdivifions of
employment. More heads are occupied. in inventing the moft
proper machinery for executing the work of each, and it is, there-
fore, more likely to be invented. There are many commodities,
therefore, which, in confequence of thefe improvements, come
to be produced by fo much lefs labour than before, that the in-

creafe of its price does not compenfate the diminution of its quan-
tity,
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