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i ‘e~ of the variations W

THE NATURE AND CAUSES OF

BOOK fometimes may and fometimes may not afford rent; and, thirdly,

hieh, in the different periods of improvement,
naturally take place, 1 the relative value of thofe two different forts
of rude produce, when compared both with one another, and with

ties, will divide this chapter into three

manufactured commeodi

parts.

Panrt. Lk
Of the Produce of Land which always ajffords Rent,

AS men, like all other animals, naturally multiply in propertiomn:
to the means of their fubfiftence, food is always, more or Iefs,

in demand. It can always purchafe or command a greater or fmaller

qunntlty &f labour, and fomebody can always be: found who 1s

willing to do fomething in order to obtain it. ‘The quantity of
labour, indeed, which it can purchaf¢, is not always equal to what
it could maintain, if managed in the moft ceconomical manner,
on account of the high wages which are fometimes given to labour.
But it can always purchafe fuch a quantity of labour as it can
maintain, according to the rate at which that fort of labour is com-
monly maintained in the neighbourhood.

But land, in almoft any fituation, produces a greater quantity
of food than what is fufficient to maintain all the labour neceffary
for bringing it to market, in the moft liberal way ‘in which that
labour is ever maintained. The furplus too is always more than
fufficient to replace the ftock which employed that labour, together
with its profits. = Something,. thercfore, always remains for, a rent

to the landlord.

Tize mofk defart moors in Norway and Scotland produce fome
fort of pafture for cattle, of which the milk and the increafe are
4 always
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always more than fufficient, not only to maintain all the labour C“fl"u P
neceflary for tending them, and to pay the ordinary profit to the ———

farmer or owner of the herd or flock ; but to afford fome fmall
rent to the landlord. The rent increafes in proportion to the good-
nels of the pafture. The fame extent of ground not only main-
tains a greater number of cattle, but as they are brought within
a fmaller compafs, lefs labour becomes requifite to tend them, and
to colleét their produce. The landlord gains both ways; by the in-
creafe of the produce, and by the diminution of the labour which
muft be maintained out of it,

Tue rent of land varies with its fertility, whatever be its pro-
duce, and with its fituation, whatever be its fertility. Land in the
neighbourhood of a town, gives a greater rent than land equally
fertile in a diftant part of the country. Though it may coft no more
labouir to cultivate the one than the other, it muft always colt more
to bring the produce of the diftant land to market. A greater
quantity of labour, therefore, muft be maintained out of it ; and
the furplus, from which are drawn both the profit of the farmer
and the rent of the landlord, muft be diminifhed. But in remote
parts of the country the rate of profit, as has already been {hown,
is wenerally higher than in the neighbourhooed of a large town, A
fimaller proportion of this diminifhed furplus, therefore, mutft be-
leng to the landlord,

Goop roads, canals, and. navigable rivers, by diminifhing the
expence of carriage, put the remote parts of the country more
nearly upon a level with thofein the neighbourhood of the tewn.
They areupon thataccount the greateft of all improvements. They
encourage the cultivation of the remote, which muft always be the
moft extenfive circle of the country. They are advantageous to

the town, by breaking down the monopoly of the country in its
neighbourhood,

13'3
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Ii B 010 K neighbourhood. They are advantazeous even to that ‘part of the
il ! —~— -country. Though they ‘introduce fome ‘rival commuoditics into-the
W ol market, they open ‘many new markets to its preduce.  Mono-

poly, befides, is a great enemy to good management, which can

e

never be tniverfally eftablifhed but in conféquence of that free and
univerfal competition which ‘forces ‘every -body to have recourfe to
i 1y bl it for the fake of felf-defence. It is not'more thanififty years ago
il f that fome of the counties in the neighbourhood of ‘London, peti-
| ) tionied ‘the parliament againft the extenfion of ‘the ‘turnpike roads
into the remoter counties. Thofe remoter counties, ‘they pre-
! tended, from the cheapnefs of labour, would be able to {ell their
i grafs and comn cheaper in the London market thanthemfelves,
; and would thereby reduce their rents and ruin their cultivation.
Their rents, however, have rifen, and ‘their -cultivation ‘has -been

improved fince that time.

A corn field of moderate fertility produces a much greater
quantity of food for man, than the beft' pafture of equal extent.
_ Though its cultivation requires much more labour, 'yet the furplus
i which ‘ remains -after replacing the feed and maintainingall that
labour, is likewife much greater. If a'pound of butcher’s meat,
therefore, was never fuppofed to be worth more than a pound of

' | ! bread, this greater furplus would every where be of greater value,
i (1) . and conftitute a greater fund both for the profit of the farmer
:{1!_ | and the rent of the landlord. It feems to have done fo univerfally

1 i
H el in the rude beginnings of agriculture.

BuT the relative values of thofe two different fpecies of food,

bread'and butcher’s-meat, are very different in the different periods

- of agriculture. In its rude beginnings, the unimproved wilds,
which then occupy the far-greater part of the country, are all
. abandoned to cattle, ‘There is more butcher's-meat than bread,
i 7 and
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and bread, therefore, is the food for which there is the greiteft
competition,  and ‘which confequently brings the greateit price,
At Buenos Ayres, we are told by Ulloa, four reals, one and
twenty pence halfpenny fterling; was, forty or fifty years ago, the
ordinary price of an ox, chofen from a herd of two er three hun-
dred.. He fays nothing of the price of bread, probably becaufe he
found nothing remarkable about it. An ox there, he fays, cofts
little more than the labour of catching him. But corn can no
where be raifed without a great deal of labour, and in a country
which liecs upon the river Plate, at that time the diret road from
Europe to the filver mines of Potofi, the money price of labour
could not be very cheap, It is otherwife when cultivation is ex-
tended over the greater part of the country. Thereis then more
bread than butcher's-meat. The competition changes its direCtion,
and the price of butcher's-meat becomes greater than the price
of bread. i

Bv the extenfion befides of cultivation, the unimproved wilds
become infufficient to fupply the demand for butcher’s-meat. A
great part of the cultivated lands muft be employed in rearing and
fattening cattle, of which the price, therefore, muft be fuflicient to
pay, not only the labour neceffary for tending them, but the rent
which the landlord and the profit which the farmer could have
drawn from fuch land employed in tillage. The cattle bred upon
the moft uncultivated moors, when brought to the fame: market,
are, in proportion to their weight or goodnefs, fold at the fame
pr’n:c'as thofe which are reared upon the moft improved land. ‘The
proprietors of thofe moors profit by it, and raife the rent of their
land in proportion to the price of their cattle.. It is not more than
a century ago that in many parts of the highlands of Scotland,
butcher’s-meat was as cheap or cheaper than even bread made of
oatmeal. 'The union opened the market of England to the high-
V_m.; I, ' Bb land

i85
CHAP,
XI.
e et
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B 'C'I‘-'J K land cattle. THheir ordinvdry price s at prefent about three times
tw—y— greater tham at the beginning, of theé céntury, and the rents of many

highland effates have beén tripléd and quadrupled i the faie time,
Iy almoft every part of Great Britain a pound of the beft butcher’'s<
medt is, in tlhe prefent times, generally worth more than twe
pounds of the beft white bread; and m- plentiful years it is fome~
fimes worth threee or four pounds,

I'r isthus that in the progréfs of improvement the rent and profit
of unimproved pafture ¢ome to be regulated i Ome mealiire by
the rent and profit of what is improved, and thefe again by the
rent and profit of corn. * €orn 1s anf annual crop. - Batcher’s-meat,
& crop which requires four or five years to grow. Asan acre of
kind, therefore; will produce a much fmaller quantity of the one
fpecies of food than of the other, the inferiority of the quantity muft
be compenfated by the fuperiority of the price. If it was more thar
compenfated, more corn land would be turned into pafture; and
if it 'was not compenfated, part of what was in pafture would be
brought back into corn.

Tuirs equality, however, between the rent and profit of grafs and
thofe of corn; of the land of which the immediate produce is food
for cattle; and of that of which the immediate produce is food for
men; muft be underftood to take place only through'the greater
part of the improved lands of a great country. In fome par=
ticular local fituations it is quite otherwife, and the rent and profit
of grafs are much fuperior to what can be made by corn.

THus 1n the néighbourhood of a great town, the demand for
milk and for forage te horfes, frequently contribute, along with the
high price’ of butcher’s-meat, to raife the value of grals above
what may be called its natural l]]'uportlgn to that of corn, This

7 local




THE WEALTH OF NATI{IONS.

local advantage, it is evident, cannot be communicated to the lands
at a diftance.

ParTicutar circumftances have fometimes rendered fome
countries {o populous, that the whole territory, like the landsin the
neighbourbood of a great town, has not been fufficient to produce
both the grals and the corn neceflary for the fubfiftence of their
inhabitants. ‘Their lands, therefore, have been principally em-
ployed in the produdtion of grafs, the more bulky commodity, and
which cannot be fo.eaflily brought from a great diftance; and corn,
the food of the great body of the peaple, has been chiefly imported
from foreign countries. Holland is at prefentin this fituation, and
a confiderable’ part of antient Italy fiems to have been fo during
the profperity of the Romans. To feed well, old Cato faid, as we
are told by Cicero, was the firfk and moft, profitable thing in the
management of aprivate eftate; tofeed tolerably well, the fecond
and to feed ill, the third. To plough, he ranked only in the fourth
place of profitand advantage. Tillage, indeed, in that part of antient
Italy 'which lay in the neighbourhood of Rome, muft have been
very much difeouiaged by the diftibutions of corn which were fre-
quently smatle to the  people, either gratuitoufly, o1 at;a very low
price. This corn was brought from the conguered provinees, of
which feveral, inftead of taxes, swere obliged to furnifh a tenth
pat of their produce at a ftated price, about fixpence a peck, 1o
the republick. The low jprice at which this corn was ditributed
to:the people, muft neceflarily have funk the price of what could
be -brought tothe Roeman market from Latium, or the antient
territory of Rome, and muft have difcouraged its cultivation in
that country.

Iy ﬁn open country top, .of which the principal preduce is corn,
“a-well enclofed piece. of grafs wall frequently rent higher than any
Bb 2 corn

CHAP,
x f

I
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3010 K c¢om field in its neighbourhood. It is convenient for the mainte-
b——~ mance of the cattle employed in the cultivation of the corn, and
its high rent is, in this cafe, not {o properly paid from the value of
its own produce, as from that of the corn lands which are culti-
vated by means of it. It is likely to fall, if ever the neighbouring
lands are compleatly enclofed. The prefent high rent of enclofed
land in Scotland feems owing to the {carcity of enclofure, and will
probably laft no longer than that fcarcity. ‘The advantage of en=
clofure is greater for pafture than for corn. It faves the labour of
guarding the cattle, which feed better too when they are not liable

to be difturbed by their keeper or his dog.

But where there is no local advantage of this kind, the rent
ofit of corn, or whatever elfe is the common vegetable food
of the people, muft naturally regulate, upon the:land which is

and pr

fit for producing if, the rent and profit of pafture.

Tun ufe of the artificial grafles, of turnips, carrots, cabbages;
and the other expedients which have been fallen'upon to make an:
equal quantity of land feed a greater number of cattle than when
in natural grafs, ‘fhould fomewhat reduce, it might be expected;
the fuperiority which; in an improved' country, the: price of.
butcher’s-meat naturally has over that of bread. It feems: ac-
cordingly to have donefos and there is fome reafon” for believing
that, at leaft in the London market, the price of butcher’s meat
in proportion to the price of bread is a good deal lower in the
prefent times than it was in the beginning: of the laft cen-

tury.

In the appendix to the Life of prince Henry, Dottor Birch
has given us an account of the prices of butcher’s meat as com-
monly paid by that prince. It is there faid, that the four quarters
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of an ox weighing fix hundred pounds ufually coft him nine CHXﬁf P.
pounds ten- fhillings or thereabouts ; that is, thirty-one fhillings ey

and eight pence per hundred pounds weight. Prince Henry died
on the 6th of November, 1612, in the nineteenth year of his age.

In March, 1764, there was a parliamentary enquiry into the
caufes of the high price of provifions at that time. It was then,
among other proof to the fame purpofe. given in evidence by a
Virginia merchant, that in March, 1763, he had vittualled his
thips for twenty-four or twenty-five fhillings the hundred weight
of beef, which he confidered as the ordinary price ; whereas, in that
dear year he had paid twenty-feven fhillings for the fame weight and
fort. This high price in 1764, is, however, four fhillings and
eight-pence cheaper than the ordinary price paid by prince Henry ;
and it is the beft beef only, it muft be obferved, which is fit to be
falted for thofe diftant voyages..

Tue price paid by prince Henry amounts'to 334, per pound
weight- of - the whole carcafe, coarfe and -choice pieces. taken toge-
ther ; and at that rate the choice pieces could not have been fold.
by retail for lefs than 4.} d. or 54. the pound..

In the parliamentary enquiry-in- 1764, the witnefles {tated the
price.of the choice pieces of ithe beft beef  to be to the.confumer 4 d.
and 4 d. the pound ; and the coarfe:pieces in general to be from
feven farthings to 2.d. and 2 2d.; and this they faid was in
general one half-penny dearer than the fame fort of pieces had
ufually been fold in the month of March.. But even this high
price is ftill a good deal cheaper than what we can well fup-
pofe;. the ordinary retail price.to have been in the time of prince:
Henry,

During:




190 THE NATURE AND CAUSES OF

I BOOK Durinc the twelve firlt years of the laft century, the average

i | = price of the beft wheat at the Windfor market was 1. 18s. 314,
the quarter of nine Winchefter bufhels,

L}

11 HIGIERE Bur in the twelve years preceeding 1764, including that year,

| | the average price of the fame meafure of the beft wheat at the fame
il i market was 2/, 14 9zd.

Ny | In the twelve firfk years of the laft century, therefore, wheat
' appears to have been a good deal cheaper, and butchers meat 3
good deal dearer than in the twelve years preceeding 1764, ms-
e | h cluding that year.

i In all great countries the greater part of the cultivated lands
' are employed in producing either food for men or food for cattle.
The rent and profit of thefe regulate the rent and profit of all
i i other cultivated land. If any particular produce afforded lefs,
il I the land would foon be turned into corn or pafture; and if any
afferded more, fome part of the lands in corn or pafture would
foon be turned to that produce.

I Tuose produétions, indeed, which require either a greater

l[,'l l original expence of improvement, or ‘a greater annual expence of

ga SRR cultivation, in order to fit the land for them, appear commonly
Vi: | to afford, the one a greater rent, the other'a greater profit than
L4 i corn or pafture. This fuperiority, however, will feldom be found

_ to amount to more than a reafonable intereft or compenfation for
i _ this fuperior expence,

FE‘M' el 4 In a hop garden, a fruit garden, a kitchen garden, both the
HER I iy rent of the landlord, and the profit of the farmer, are generally
e ! greater than in a corn or grafs field, But to bring the ground into
this
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this condition requires more expence. Hence a greater rent be- CHAP.
comes due to the landlord. It requires too a more attentive and e
|, {kilful management. Hence a greater profit becomes due to the

farmer. The crop too, at leaft in the hop and fruit garden; is

more precarious, Its price, thereforé, befides compenfating all
occafional Joffes, muft afford fomething Iike the profit of infu-

rance. The circumftances of gardeners, generally mearn, and always
moderate, may fatisfy us that their great ingenuity is not conimonly
over-recompenfed, Their delightful art i1s practifed by fo many

5 fich peoplé for amufement, that little advantage is to be made

by thofe who practife it for profit ; bécaufe the perfons who fhould
naturally be their beft cuftomers, fupply thenifelves with all their

moft précious productions.

Tne advantage which thé landlord derives from fuch improve-

. ments feems at no tine to have been gréatér than what was fuf-
! ficient to compenfate the original expence of making them. In
the antient hufbandry, after the vineyard, a well watered kitchen

garden feems to have been the part of the farm which was fup-

pofed to yield the moft valuable produce. But Demoeritus, who

wrote upon hufbandry about two thoufand years ago, and who

i was regarded . by the antients as one of the fathers of the art,
thought they did not act wilely who enclofed a kitchen garden,
The profit, he faid, would not compenfate the expence of a ftone
wall; and bricks (he meant, I fuppofe, bricks baked in the fun)
mouldered with the rain, and ‘the winter ftorm, and required
continual repairs. Colamella, who reports this judgement of
emocritus, does not controvert it, but propofes a very frugal
meéthod of enclofing with a hedge of thortis and briars, which,
he fays, he had found by cxperience to be both a lafting and an
| impenetrable fence; but which, it feems, was not commonly known
in the time of Democntus. Pilladits ‘adopts the ‘opinion of
Columella,
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B f'?'lfl' K Columella, which had before been recommended by Varro. In
—~— the judgement of thofe antient improvers, the produce of a

kitchen garden had, it feems, been little more than fufficient to

pay the extraordinary culture and the expence of watering ; for

in countries fo near the fun, it was thought proper, in thofe times
as in the prefent, to have the command of a ftream of water,
which could be conduéted to every bed in the garden. Through
the greater part of Europe, a kitchen garden is not at prefent
fuppofed to deferve a better enclofure than that recommended by
Columella, In Great Britain, and fome other northern countries,
the finer fruits cannot be brought to perfetion but by the affil-

tance of a wall. Their price, therefore, in fuch countries muft

be fufficient to pay the expence of building and maintaining what
they cannot be had without. The fruit-wall frequently furrounds
the kitchen garden, which thus enjoys the benefit of an inclofure
which its own produce could feldom pay for.

Trat the vineyard, when properly planted and brought to
perfection, was the moft valuable part of the farm, feems to have
been an undoubted maxim in the antient agriculture, as it s in
the modern through all the wine countries. But whether 1t was
advantageous to plant a new vineyard, was a matter of difpute
among the antient Italian hufbandmen, as we learn from Colu-
mella.  He decides, like a true lover of all cuarious cultivation,
in favour of the vineyard, and endeavours to fhow, by a com-
parifon of the profit and expence,, that it was a moft advantageous
improvement. Such comparifons, however, between the profit
and expence of new projeéls, are commonly very fallacious ; and
in nothing more fo than in agriculture. Had the gain aCtually
made by fuch plantations been commonly as great as he imagined
jt might have been, there could have been no dilpute about it.
The fame point is frequently at this day a matter of controverly
4 n
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in the wine countries. Their writers on agriculture, indesd, the
lovers and promoters of high cultivation, feem generally difpofed
to decide with Columella in favour of the vineyard. In France
the anxiety of the proprietors of the old vineyards to prevent
the planting of any new ones, feems to favour their opinion, and
to indicate a confcioufnefs in thofe who muft have the experience,
that this fpecies of cultivation is at prefent in that country more
profitable than any other. It feems at the fame time, how-
ever, to indicate another opinion, that this fuperior profit can
laft no longer than the laws which at prefent reftrain the free
cultivation of the vine. In 1731, they obtained an order of
council prohibiting both the planting of new vineyards, and the
renewal of thofe old ones of which the cultivation had been in-
terrupted for two years; without a particular permiffion from
the king, to be granted only in confequence of an information
from the intendant of the province, certifying that he had exa-
mined the land, and that it was incapable of any other culture.
The pretence of this order was the fcarcity of corn and pafture, and
the fuper-abundance of wine. But had this fuper-abundance been
real, it would, without any order of council, have effetually
prevented the plantation of new vineyards, by reducing the profits.of
this fpecies of cultivation below their natural propertion to thofe of
corn and pafture. 'With regard to the fuppofed fearcity of corn
occafioned by the multiplication of vineyards, corn is no where
in France more carefully cultivated than in the wine provinces,
where the land is fit for producing it; as in Burgundy, Guienne,
and the Upper Languedoc. The numerous hands employed in
the one fpecies of cultivation neceffarily encourage the other, by
affording a ready market for its produce. To diminifh the number
of thofe who are capable of paying for it, is furely a moft unpromifing
expedient for encouraging the cultivation of corn, Tt is like the

Mor: I Ec : policy

193
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or

BOORK policy which would promote agriculture by difcouraging . manu-
b~ factures.

Tue rent and profit of thofe productions, therefore, which
require either a greater original expence of improvement in order
to fit the land for them, or a greater annual expence of culti-
vation, though often much fuperior to thofe of corn and pafture,
yet when they do no more than compenfate fuch extraordinary
expence, are in reality regulated by the rent and profit of thofe
COMMOn crops.

It fometimes happens, indeed, that the quantity of land
which can be fitted for fome particular produce, is too fmall to
fupply the effectual demand, The whole produce can be dif-
pofed of to thofe who are willing to give fomewhat more than
what is fufficient to pay the whole rent, wages, and profit ne-
ceffary for raifing dnd bringing it to market, according to their
natural rates, or according 'to the rates at which they are paid
in the greater part of other ‘cultivated land. “The furplus part
of the price which remains’ after defraying the whole expence of
improvement and cultivation may commonly, in this cale, - and
in this cafe only, bear no regular proportion to the hike furplus
in- corn: or pafture, but may exceed it in almoft any degree; and
the greater part’ of this excefs. naturally goes to the rent of the
landlord.

Tue ufual ‘and natural proportion, for example, between the
rent and profit of wine and thofe of corn and pafture, muft be
‘underftood to take place only with regard to thofe vineyards whicli
produce nothing but good common wine, {uch as can be raifed
almoft any where upon any light, gravelly, or fandy foil, and
which has nething to recommend it but its ftrength and wholefom=

7 nefs,
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nefs.  Itis with fuch vineyards only that the common land of the C H}{fu P.
country can be brought into''competition ; for 'with thofe of a4 =
peculiar quality it is ‘evident that it cannot.

Tue vine is more affeCted by the difference of foils than any
other fruit tree. From fome it derives a flavour which ne culture
or management can equal, it is fuppofed, upon any other, This
flavour, real or imaginary, is fometimes peculiar to the produce of
a few vineyards ; fometimes it extends through the greater part of
a fmall diftrit, and fometimes through a confiderable part of a
large province. The whole quantity of fuch wines that is brought
to market falls fhort of the effetual demand, or the demand of
thofe who would be willing to pay the whole rent, profit, and
wages neceflary for preparing and bringing them thither, according
to the ordinary rate, or according to the rate at which they are
paid in common vineyards. The whole quantity, therefore, can
be difpofed of te thofe who are willing to pay more, which necef-
farily raifes their price above that of common wine. - The difference
is greater or lefs according as the fafhionablenef(s and fcarcity of the
wine render the competition of the buyers more or lefs eager.
Whatever it be, the greater part of it goes to the rent of the land-
lord. - For though fuch vineyards are in general more carefully |
cultivated than moft others, the high price of the wine feems to
be, not fo much the effet, as the caufe of this careful cultivation.
In fo valuable a produce the lofs occafioned by negligence is fo
great as to force even the moft carelefs to attention. = A fmall part
| of this high price, therefore, is fufficient to pay the wages of the
extraordinary labour beftowed wupon their cultivation, and the
profits of the extraordinary ftock which puts that labour into
motion.

Tux fugar colonjes poflefled by the European nations m the
Weft Indies, may be compared to thofe precious vineyards. Their
Ccaz whole
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B UIO K. whole produce falls {hort of the effe¢tual demand of Europe, and
W~ can be difpofed of to thofe who are willing to give more than what

is fufficient to pay the whole rent, profit, and wages neceffary for
preparing and bringing it to market, according to the rate at which
they are commonly paid by any other produce. In Cochin-china
the fineft white fugar commonly fells for three piaftres the quintal,
about thirteen fhillings and fixpence of our meney, as we are told
by Mr. Poivre, a very careful obferver of the agriculture of that
country. What is there called the quintal weighs from a hundred
and fifty to two hundred Paris pounds, or a hundred and feventy-
five Paris pounds at a medium, which reduces the price of the
hundred weight Englith to about eight fhillings fterling, not a
fourth part of what is commonly paid for the brown or mufkavada
fugars imported from our colonies, and not a fixth part of what
is paid for the fineft white fugar. The greater part of the culti-
vated lands in Cochin-china are employed in producing corn and
rice, the food of the great body of the people. The refpective
prices of corn, rice, and fugar, are there probably in the natural
proportion, or in that which naturally takes place in the different
crops of the greater part of cultivated land, and whigh recompences
the landlord and farmer, as nearly as can be computed, according
to what is ufually the original expence of improvement and the
annual expence of cultivation. = But in our fugar colonies the price
of fugar bears no fuch proportion to that of the produce of a rice
or corn field either in Europe or in America. It is-commonly faid
that a fugar planter expeéts that the rum and the molafles thould
defray the whole expence of his cultivation, and that his fugar
(hould be all clear profit. If this be true, for I pretend not to
affirm it, itis as if a corn farmer expefted to defray the expence
of his cultivation with the chaff and the firaw, and that the grain
fhould be all clear profit. - We fee frequently focieties of merchants
in London and other trading towns, purchafe wafte lands in our
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fagar colonies, which they expect to'improve and cultivate with profit € il
by means of factors and agents; notwithftanding the great diftance oyd

and the uncertain returns, from the defeftive adminiftration of
juftice in thofe countries.  Nobody will attempt to improve and
cultivate in the fame manner the moft fertile lands of Scotland,
Ircland, "or the corn provinces of North America; though from
the more exaét adminiftration of juftice in thefe countries, more
regular returns might be expected.

In Virginia and Maryland the cultivation of tobacco is pre-
ferred, as more profitable, to that of corn. ‘Tobacco might
be cultivated with ‘advantage through the greater part: of Eu-
rope ; butin almoft every part of Europe it has become a prin-
cipal fubject of taxation, and to: collect a tax from every dif-
ferent farm in the country where this plant might happen to be
ultivated, would be more difficult, it has been fuppofed, than to
levy one upon its importation at the cuftom-houfe. The cultiva-
tion of tobacco has upon this account been moeft abfurdly prohi-
bited through the greater part of Europe, which neceflarily gives a
fort of monopoly to the countries where it is allowed ; and as Vir-
ginia and Maryland produce the greateft. quantity of it, they fhare
largely, though with fome competitors, in the advantage of this
monopoly. The cultivation of tobacco, however, feems not to.
be fo advantageous as that of fugar.. I have never even heard of.
any tobacco plantation that was improved and cultivated by the
capital of merchants who refided in Great Britain, and our tobacco
colonies fend us home no fuch wealthy planters as we fee fre-
quently arrive from our fugar iflands. Though from the preference
given in thofe colonies to the cultivation of tobacco above that of
corn, it would appear that the effectual. demand of Europe for
tobacco is not compleatly fupplied, it probably is more neatly 1o
than that for fugar: And though the prefent price of tobacco is

probably more than {fufficient to pay the whole rent, wages, and
profit
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1o B DI[?J E  profit neceflary for preparing and. bringing it to market, according
—— to the rate at which they are commonly paid in corn land ; it muft
. @ot be fo much more as the prefent price of fugar. Our tobacco
_ planters, accordingly, have fhewn the fame fear of the fuper-abun-
I S dance of tobacco, which the proprictors of the old vineyards in
. France have of the fuper-abundance of wine, By att of affembly
ey they have reftrained its cultivation to fix thoufand plants, fuppofed
il to yield a thoufand weight of tobacco, for every negro between

| ' ' ! fixteen and fixty years of age. Such a negro, over and above this
: quantity of tobacco, can manage, they reckon, four acres of Indian
. corn.: To prevent the market from being overftocked too, they
o i | have fometimes, in plentiful years, we are told by Dr. Douglafs,
i (I fufpeét he has been ill informed) burnt a certain guantity
21 of tobacco for every negro, in the fame manner as the Dutch
' are faid to do of fpices. If fuch violent methods are neceffary to
keep up the prefent price of tobacco, the fuperior advantage of its
culture over that of corn, if it fhll has any, will not probably be
Iy of long continuance.

Ir 15 in this manner that the rent of the cultivated land, of
which the produce 1s human food, regulates the rent of the greater
part of other cultivated land. No particular produce can long
| | afford lefs; becaufe the land would immediately be turned to

bl | i another ufe: And if any particular produce commonly affords
j ' pit more, it 15 becaufe the quantity of land which can be fitted for it is
g il too fmall to fupply the effe€tual demand.

In Europe corn is the principal produce of land which ferves
4 immediately for human food, - Except in particular fituations,
‘NFIII el therefore, the rent of. corn land regulates in Europe that of all
akn other cultivated land. Britain need envy neither the vineyards of
France nor the olive plantations of Italy, Exceptin particular
fituations,
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fituations, the value of thefe is regulated by that of corn, in which CH AP,
LR L] Ll - - - - 4 - XI-
the fertility of Britain is not much inferior to that of either of thofe sy

two countries,

Ir in any country the common and favourite vegetable food of
the people fhould be drawn from a plant of which the moft com-
mon land, with the fame ©r' nearly the fame culture, produced'a
much greater quantity.'than the moft fertile does of corn, the
rent of the*landlardS or the furplus quantity of food which would
remain to:hiny, #fter paying the labour and replacing the ftock of
the fdrmer togethebavith its ordmary profits, would neceffarily be
much greater, Whatever Wis the raté at whiché labour was come:
monly maintained in that country, this greater furplusteould always
maintain a- greater quantity of it, and conitquently enable the
landlord to purchale or command a greater quantity of it. The
real value of his rent, his real power and authority, his command
of the neceffaries and conveniencies of life with which the labour
of other people could fupply him, would neceffarily be much

greater,

A rice field produces'a much greater quantity of food than the
moft fertile corn field. Two crops in the year from- thirty te.
fixty bufhels each, are faid to be the ordinary produce of an
acre. ‘Though its caltivation, “therefore, requires more labour,
a-much greater furplus remains after maintaining all that: labour.,
In thofe rice countries, therefore, where rice is the common and
favourite vegetable food of the people, and'where the cultivators
are chiefly maintained with it, a greater fhare of this- greater
lurplus fhould belong to the landlord than in corn countries. In
€arolina, where the planters; as in other Britifh colonies, are gene-
rally both farmers and landlords, and where rent’ confequently is
confounded with profit, the cultivation of rice is found to be more
profitable
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i i B DO K profitable than that of corn, though their fields produce only one

=~ ,crop in the year, and though, from the prevalence of the cuftoms

il A of Europe, rice is not there the common and favourite vegetable
food of the people.

R , A coop rice field is a bog at all feafons, and at one feafon a

i H i bog covered with water, It is unfit either for corn, or pafture,

; or vineyard, or, indeed, for any other vegetable produce that is

| RUON R very ufeful tomen : And the lands which are fit for thofle purpofes,

i ' are not fit for rice, Even in the rice countries, therefore, the rent

' _ of rice lands cannet regulate the rent of the other cultivated land
| . EL! which can never be turned to that produce.

il Tue food produced by a field of petatoes is not inferior in quan-
tity to that produced by a field of rice, and much fuperior to what
- is produced by a field of wheat. Twelve thoufand weight of
| .Ei_I | potatoes from an acre of land is not a greater produce than two
‘”’ il | thoufand weight of wheat, The food or folid nourifhment, in-
ik deed, which can be drawn from each of thofe two plants, is not
altogether in proportion to their weight, on account of the watery
il il nature of potatoes. Allowing, however, half the weight of this
I root to go to water, a very large allowance, fuch an acre of pota-
]J .'| | toes will ftill produce fix thoufand weight of folid nourifhment,
0 | (A three times the quantity produced by the acre of wheat. An acre
g o dtale of potatoes is cultivated with lels expence than an acre of wheat ;
the fallow which generally preceeds the fowing of wheat, more

than compenfating the hoeing and other extraordinary culture
{ which is always given to potatoes. Should this root ever become
' in any part of Europe, like rice in fome rice countrics, the common
1 ‘ lidl 4 and favourite vegetable food of the people, fo as to occupy the
! {fame proportion of the lands in tillage which wheat and other forts

of grain for human food do at prefent, the fame quantity of culti-
vated
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vated land would maintain a much greater number of people,
and the labourers being generally fed with potatoes, a greater
furplus would remain after replacing all the ftock and main-
taining all the labour employed in cultivation. A greater fhare
of this {urplus too would belong to the landlord. Population
would increafe, and rents would rife much beyond what they are
at prefent,

Tue land which is fit for potatoes, is fit for almoft every other
ufeful vegetable, If they occupied the fame proportion of culti-
vated land which corn does at prefent, they would regulate, in the
fame manner, the rent of the greater part of other cultivated
land.

In fome parts of Lancafhire it is pretended, I have been told,
that bread of catmeal is a heartier food for labouring people than
wheaten bread, and I have frequently heard the fame doctrine
held in Scotland. Iam, however, fomewhat doubtful of the truth
of it. The common people in Scotland, who are fed with pat-
meal, are in general neither {o ftrong nor fo handfome as the fame
rank of people in England, who are fed with wheaten bread.
They neither work fo well nor look fo well ; and as thepe is not
the fame difference between the people of fathion in the two coun-
tries, experience would feem to fhow, that the food of the cam-
man people in Scotland is not fo fuitable to the human conflitution
as that of their neighhours of the fame rank in England. But
it feems to be otherwife with potatoes. The chairmen, porteis,
and coalheavers in London, and thofe unfortupate women who
live by proffitution, the (trongeft men gnd the moft beautiful wo-
men perhaps in the Britith dominions, are faid to be, the greater
part of them, from the loweft rank of people in Ireland, who
are generally fed with this root. No food can afford @ more de-
Vor. L. D d cilive

CHAP.
X1,
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