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THE NATURE AND CAUSES OF

much the abundance of filver, as the abundance of labour and
fubfiftence, of which thofe Romans had the difpofal, beyond what
whas neceflary for their own ufe. The quantity of flver, of which
they had the difpofal, was a good deal lefs than what the command
of the fame quantity of labour and fubfiftence would have procured
to them in the prefent times.

Second Sort.

Tug fecond fort of rude produce of which the price rifes in the
progrefs of improvement, is that which human induftry can mul-
tiply in proportion to the demand. It confifts in thofe ufeful
plants and animals, which, mn uncultivated countries, nature pro-
duces with fuch profufe abundance, that they are of lttle or no
value, and which, as cultivation advances, are therefore forced to
give place to fome more profitable produce. During a long period
in the progrefs of improvement, the quantity of thefe is continually
diminifhing, while at the fame time the demand for them 1s continu-
ally increafing.. Their real value, therefore, the real quantity of la-
bour which they will purchafe or command, gradually rifes, till at laft
it gets fo high as to render them as profitable a produce as any
thing elfe which human induftry can raife upon the moft fertile
and beft cultivated land. When it has got fo high it cannot welk
go higher. Ifit did, more land and more induftry would foon be
employed toincreafe their quantity.

Wien the price of cattle, for example, rifes o high that it is.
as profitable to cultivate land in order to raife foed for them,. as in
order to raife food for man, it cannot well go higher. If it did, more
corn land would foon be turned into pafture. The extenfion of
fillage, by diminifhing the quantity. of wild pafture, dimmifhes the
quaiitity of butcher’s-meat which the country naturally produces

without labour or cultivation, and by increafing the mumber of
thofe
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thofe who have either corn, or, ‘“what comes to the fame CHX? P. I |
thing, the price of corn, to give in exchange for it, increafes the wewmy— e |
demand. ‘The price of butcher's-meat, therefore, and confe- Skt |1 l

quently of cattle, muft gradually rife till it gets fo high that it |
becomes as profitable to employ the moft fertile and beft cultivated | id 1 i
lands in raifing food for them as in raifing corn. But it muik | ,,} 1A
always be late in the progrefs of improvement before tillage can
be fo far extended as to raife the price of cattle to this height; and Es
till it has got to this height, if the country is advancing at all, their
price muft be continually rifing. There are, perhaps, fome parts of fi'lgg’_; l.’jl{ ] :
Europe in which the price of cattle has not yet got to this height.- |

It had not got to this height in any part of Scotland before the

union. Had the Scotch cattle been always confined to the market (B!
i - F : - G 2 5 i
of Scotland, in a country in which the quantity of land, which |'|E ]!||
M
{
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can be applied to no other purpofe but the feeding of cattle, is fo i !
great in proportion to what can be applied to other purpofes, it is f||| o 'hh
fcarce poflible, perhaps, that theiwr price could ever have rifen fo e
high as to render it profitable to cultivate land for the fake of feed- It gt | i
' . ing them. ~In England, the price of cattle, it has already been
obferved, feems, in the neighbourhood of London, to have got
to this height about the beginning of the laft century; butit was
much later probably before it got to it through the greater part of
the remoter counties; in fome of which, perhaps, it may fecarce i
yet have got toit. Of all the different fubftances, however, which il ]
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compofe this fecond fort of rude produce, cattle is, perhaps, that *
of which the price, in the progrefs of improvement, rifes firlt to Kl
this height, i Jqu il
i
TiLyu the price of cattle, indeed, has got to this height, itfeems |i!5""". b3

frarce poflible that the greater part, even of thofe lands which are
capable of the higheft cultivation, can be completely cultivated.
In all farms too diftant from any town to ‘carry. manure from it,
N na2 that
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EDIC! K thatis, in the far greater part of thofe of every extenfive country,
t—— the quantity of well-cultivated land muft be in proportion to the

quantity of manure which the farm itfelf produces; and this again
muft be in proportion to the ftock of cattle which are maintained
upon it. The land is manured either by pafturing the cattle upon
it, or by feeding them in the ftable, and from thence carrying out
their dung to it. But unlefs the price of the cattle be fufficient to
pay both the rent and profit of cultivated land, the farmer cannot
afford to pafture them upon it; and he can ftill lefs afford to feed
them in the ftable. It is with the produce of improved and
cultivated land only, that cattle can be fed in the ftable; be-
caufe to colleét the fcanty and feattered produce of wafte and un=~
improved lands would require too much labour and be too ex-
penfive. If the price of the cattle, therefore, 1s not fufficient to
pay for the produce of improved and cultivated land, when they
are allowed to pafture it, that price will be ftill lefs fufficient to
pay for that produce when it muft be collefted with a good deal
of additional labour, and brought into the ftable to them. In thefe
circumftances, therefore, no more cattle can, with profit, be fed in
the ftable than what are neceffary for tillage. But thele can never
afford manure enough for keeping conftantly in good condition,
all the lands which they are capable of cultivating. What they
afford being infufficient for the whele farm, will naturally be re-
ferved for the lands to which it can be moft advantageoufly or
conveniently applied; the moft fertile, or thofe, perhaps; in the
neighbourhood of the farm-yard. Thefe, therefore, will be kept
conftantly in good condition and fit for tillage. The reft wil,
the greater part of them, be allowed to- lie wafte; producing
fcarce any thing but {fome miferable pafture, juft fufficient to keep
alive a few ftragghng, half-ftarved cattle; the farm; though much
underftocked in proportion to what would be neceffary for its com-
plete cultivation, being very frequently overftocked in proportion to.
4 1ts
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its actual produce. A portion of 'this wafte land, however, after
having been paftured in this wretched manner for fix or {even years
together, may be ploughed up, when it will yield, perhaps, a
poor crop or two of bad oats, or of fome other coarfe grain; and
then, being entirely exhaufted, it muft be refted and paftured again
as before, and another portion ploughed up to be in the fame
manner exhaufted and refted again in its turn. Such accordingly
was the general fyftem of management all over the low country of
Scotland ‘before the union. The lands which were kept con-
ftantly well manured and in good condition, feldom exceeded a
third or a fourth part of the whole farm, and fometimes did not
amount to a fifth or a fixth part of it. The reft were never ma-
nured, but a certain portion of them was in its turn, notwith-
ftanding, regularly cultivated and exhaufted. Under this fyftem
of management, it is evident, even that part of the lands of Scot-
land which is capable of good cultivation, could produce but little
in comparifon of what it may be capable of producing. But how
difadvantageous foever this fyftem may appear, yet before the union
the low price of cattle feems to have rendered it almoft unavoid-
able. If, notwithftanding a great rife in their price, it ftill con-
tinues to prevail through a confiderable part of the country, it is

owing in many places, no doubt, to ignorance and attachment to.

old cuftoms, but in moft places to the unavoidable obftructions
which the natural courfe of things oppofes to the immediate or
fpeedy eftablifhment of a better {yftem: furft, to the poverty of
the tenants, to their not having yet had time to acquire a ftock of
cattle fufficient to cultivate their lands more completely, the fame
rife of price which would render it advantageous for them to main-
tain a greater {tock, rendering it more difficult for them to ac-
quire it; and, fecondly, to their not having yet had time to put
their lands in condition to maintain this greater ftock properly,
fuppofing they were capable of acquiring it. The increafe of
ftock
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ftock and the improvement of land are two events which muft go
hand in hand, and of which the one can no where much out-run
the other. Without fome increafeof ftock, there can be fcarce any
improvement of land, but there can be no confiderable increafe
of ftock but in confequence of a confiderable improvement of
land; becaufe otherwife the land could not mamtain it. Thefe
natural obftruéions to the eftablifhment of a better fyftem, can-
not be removed but by a long courfe of frugality and induftry ; and
half a century or a century more, perhaps, muft pafs: away before
the old fyftem, which is wearing out gradually, can be completely
abolithed through all the different parts of the country.- Of all
commercial advantages, however, which Scotland has derived from
the union with England, this rife in the price of cattle is, per-
haps, the greateft. It has not only raifed the value of all highland
eftates, but it has, perhaps, been the principal caufe of the im-
provement of the low country.

In all new colonies the great quantity of wafte land, which
can for many years be applied to no other purpefe but the feed-
ing of cattle, foon renders them extremely abundant, and in
every thing great cheapnefs is the neceffary confequence of great
abundance. Though all the cattle of the European colonies in
America were originally carried from Europe, they foon multi-
plied fo much there, and became of fo little value, that even
horfes were allowed to run wild in the woods without any owner
thinking it worth while to claim them. It muft be a long time
after the firlt eftablifhment of fuch colonies before it can become
profitable to feed cattle upon the produce of cultivated land,
The fame caufes, therefore, the want of manure, and the dif-
proportion between the ftock employed in cultivation, and the
Jand which it is deftined to cultivate, are likely to introduce there
a fyftem of hufbandry not unlike that which fiill continues to
7 take
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take place in fo many parts of Scotland. Mr, Kalm, the Swedifh C P}I{{‘; B
traveller, when he gives an account of the hufbandry of fome \m—

of the Englifh colonies in North America, as he found it in 1749,
obferves, accordingly, that he can with difficulty difcover there
the charatter of the Englifh nation, fo well fkilled in all the
different branches of agriculture, They make fcarce any manure
for their corn fields, he fays; but when one piece of ground has
been exhaufted by continual cropping, they clear and cultivate
another piece of frefh land; and when that is exhaufted, proceed
to a third. Their cattle are allowed to wander through the woods
and other uncultivated grounds, where they are half ftarved ;
having long ago extirpated almoft all the annual graffes by cropping
them too early in the fpring, before they had time to form their
flowers, or to fhed their feeds. The annual grafles were, it
feems, the beft natural grafles in that part of North America ;
and when the Europeans firft fettled there, they ufed to grow
very thick, and to rife three or four feet high. A piece of
ground which, when he wrote, could not maintain one cow,
would in former times, he was affured, have maintained four,
each of which would have given four times the quantity of milk,
which that one was capable of giving. The poornels of the
pafture had, in his opinion, occafioned the degradation of their
cattle, which degenerated fenfibly from one generation to-another.
They were probably not unlike that ftunted breed which was
common all over Scotland thirty or forty years ago, and which is
now fo much mended. through the greater part of the low country,
not {o much by a change of the breed, though that expedient has
been employed in fome places, as by a more plentiful method. of
feeding them.

Tuoven it is late, therefore, in the progrefs of improvement
before cattle can bring fuch a price as to render it profitable to
cultivate.
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B '-}lfif{ cultivate land “for' the fake of feeding them ; yet of all the dif-
L~ -iferent parts which compofe this fecond fort of rude produce, they

are perhaps the firft which bring this price ; becaufe till they bring
it, it feems impoflible that improvement can be brought near

even to that degree of perfeftion to which it has arrived in 'many
parts of Europe.

As cattle are among the firft, fo perhaps venifon is among the

laft parts of this fort of rude produce which bring this price,

- The price of venifon in Great Britain, how extravagant {oever
it may appear, 1s not near fufficient to compenfate the expence

of a deer park, as is well known to all thofe who have had any
experience in the feeding of deer, If it was otherwife, the feed-
ing of deer would foon become an article of common farming;
in the fame manner as the feeding of thofe fmall birds called
Turdi was among the antient Romans. Varro and Columella
affure us that it was a moft profitable article. The fattening of

"| _ Ortolans, birds of paflage which arrive lean in the country, is

. |1 iy faid to be fo in fome parts of France. If venifon continues in

4 fathion, and the wealth and luxury of Great Britain increafe as

| L they have done for fome time paft, its price may very probably

rife {1l hicher than it is at prefent.
g I

Between that period in the progrefs of improvement which
brings to its height the price of fo neceffary an article as cattle,
i and that which brings to it the price of fuch a fuperfluity as
! venifon, there is a very long interval, in the courfe of which many

other forts of rude produce gradually arrive ‘at their higheft
e , price, fome fooner and fome latér, according to different circum-
{tances.

_ Tuus in every farm the offals of the barn and ftables will
1l maintain a certain number of poultry. Thefe, as they are fed
with
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with what would otherwie be loft, are a micer fave-all; and as
they coft the farmer fcarce any thing, fo he can aflord to feli
them for very little. Almoft all that he gets is pure gain, and
their price can fcarce be fo low as to difcourage him from feed-
ing this number. But in countries ill cultivated, and, therefore,
but thinly inhabited, the poultry, which are thus raifed witheut
expence, are often fully fufficient to fupply the whele demand.
In this ftate of things, therefore, they are often as cheap as
butcher's-meat, or any other fort of animal food. But the whele
quantity of poultry, which the farm in- this manner produces
without expence, muft always be much fmaller than the whole
quantity of butcher's meat which is reaved upon if ; and in times
of wealth and luxury what is rare, with only nearly equal merit,
15 always preferred to what is common. As wealth and luxury
increale, therefore, in confequence of improvement and culti-
vation, the price of poultry gradually rifes above that of butcher’s
meat, till at laft it gets fo high that it becomes profitable to cul-
tivate land for the fake of feeding them. When if has got to
this height, it cannot well go higher. If it did, more land would
foon be turned to this purpofe. In feveral provinces of France,
the feeding of poultry is confidered as a very important arficle
in rural economy, and fufficiently profitable to encourage the
farmer to raife a confiderable quantity of Indian cern and buck
wheat for this purpofe, A middling farmer will there fometimés
have four hundred fowls in his yard. The feeding of poultry
fcems fcarce yet to be generally confidered as a matter of fo much
imporfance in England, They are certainly, however, dearer
in England than in France, as England reccives confiderable fup-
plies from France. In the progtefs of improvement, the period
at which c'»lfcry particular fort of animal food is deareft, uft na-
turally be that which immediately preceeds the general pra€tice
of cultivating land for the fake of raifing it. For fome time
Vaor. 1. Oo before
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before this practice becomes general, the fearcity muft neceffarily
raife the price. ~After ‘it has become general, new methods of
feeding are commonly fallen upon, which enable the farmer to
raife upon the fame quantity of ground a much greater quantity
of that particular fort of animal food. The plenty not only
obliges him to fell cheaper, butin confequence of thefe improve-
ments he can afford to fell cheaper; for if he could not afford
it, the plenty would not be of long continuance. It has been
probably in this manner that the introduction of clover, turnips,
carrots, cabbages, &c. has contributed to fink the common price
of butcher’s-meat in the London market fomewhat below what it
was about the beginning of the laft century.

Tue hog, that finds his food among ordure, and greedily devours
many things rejected by every other ufeful animal, is, like poultry,
originally kept as a fave-all. As long as the number of fuch ani-
mals, which can thus be reared at little or no expence, 15 fully
{ufficient to fupply the demand, this fort of butcher’s-meat comes
to market at a much lower price than any other. But when
the demand rifes beyond what this quantity can fupply, when
it becomes neceffary to raie food on purpofe for feeding and
fattening hogs, in, the fame manner as for feeding and fatten-
ing other cattle, the price neceffarily rifes, and becomes propor-
tionably. cither higher or lower than that of other butcher's-meat,
according as the nature of the country, and the ftate of its
agriculture, happen. to render the feeding of hogs more or lefs
expenfive than that of other cattle. In France, according to
Mr. Buffon, the price of pork is nearly equal to. that of
beef. In moft parts of Great Britain it is-at prefent fomewhat

higher.

THE
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Tue great rife in the price both of hogs and poultry has in
Great Britain been frequently imputed to the diminution of the
number of cottagers and other {mall occupiers of land; an event
which has ifi every part of Europe been the immediate fore-runner
of improvement and better cultivation, but which at the fame
time may have contributed to raife the price of thofe articles, both
fDmeh:It {ooner and fomewhat fafter than it would otherwife have
rifen.  As the pooreft family can often maintain a cat or a dog,
without any expence, fo the pooreft occupiers of land can commonly
maintain a few poultry, or a fow and a few pigs, at very little. The
little offals of their own table, their whey, fkimmed milk, and
butter-milk, {upply thofe animals with a part of their food, and they
find the reft in the neighbouring fields without doing any fenfible
damage to any body. By diminithing the number of thofe mall
occupiers, therefore, the
1s thus produced at little
a-good deal diminifhed,
been raifed both fooner
rifen. Sooner or later, however, in the progrefs of improvement,
it muft at any rate have rifen to the utmoft height to which it is
capable of rifing; or to the price which pays the labour and
expence’ of cultivating the land which furnifhes them with food
as well as thefe are paid upon the greater part of other cultivated

quantity of this fort of provifions which
or no expence, muft certainly have been
and their price muft confequently have
and fafter than it would otherwife have

land.

Tue bufinefs of the dairy, like the feeding of hogs and poultry,
is originally carried on as a fave-all, The cattle neceflarily kept
upon the farm, produce more milk than either the rearing of their
own young, or the confumption of the farmer’s family requires;
and they produce moft at one- particular feafon. , But of all the
productions of land, milk is perhaps the moft perifhable. In
the warm feafon, when it is moft abundant, it will fcarce keep
Oi62 four

281

CHAP.
21,
Tyl




HDIOK

THE NAFTURE AND CAUSES OF

four and twenty hours. The farmer, by making it into frefl
Butter, frores a fmall part of it for a week : by making it into
falt butter, for a year: and by making it into cheefe, he ftores
a mmuch greater part of 1t for feveral 'years. Part of all thefe is
veferved for the ufe of his own family. The reft goes to: market,
in order to find the beft price which:is to be had, and which cam:
féarce be {o-low as to difcourage him from fending thither what-
eéver is ‘over and above the ule of hisowre family. I£ it is very
low, indeed, he will be likely to manage his' dairy in- @ very flovenly
and dirty manner, and will fearce perhaps think it worth: while:
to have a Particular room of building on. purpofe for it, but
will Tuffer the bufinefs to be' carried on amidft the fmoke, filth,.
and’ naftinefs of his own kitchen ; as was the cafe of almoft
all the farmers. dairies in Scotland thirty or forty years ago, and
15 15 the cafe of many of them fill. The fame caufes. which
gradually raife the price -of butcher’s-meat, the inereafe of the
demand, and, in confequence of the improvement of the country,
the diminution of the quantity which can be fed at:little or no
expence, raife, in the fame manner, that of the produce of the
dairy, of which the price naturally connects with that of butcher’s-
meat, or with the expence of feeding cattle. The increafe of
price pays for more labour, care, and cleanlines. The dairy be-
comes more worthy of the farmer’s attention, and:the quality of its
produce gradually improves. 'The price at laft gets {o high that it
becomes worth while to employ fome of the moft fertile and beft
cultivated Tands in feeding cattle merely for the purpofe of the dairy ;
and when it has got to this height, it cannot well go-higher. If it
did, more land would' foon be turned to this purpofe. It feems to
have got to this height through the greater part of England,
where much good land is commonly employed. in:this manmer.
If you except the neighbourhood of a few confiderable towns,
it feems not yet to have got to this height any where:in: Scotland,
where
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where common farmers feldom employ much good land in raifing ©H AT
food for eattle: merely for the purpofe of the dairy, The price ——y

of - the produce; though' it has rifen very confiderably within
thefe- fewr yearsy is- probably ftill too. low to- admit of it. The
waferiority of the quality, mdeed; compared with that of the
produce of Englillh dairies, is fully equal to that of the: price;
But this. inferiority of quality is;, perhaps, rather the effgét of this
lownefs of price than. the eaufe of it. ' Though the quality was
much:  better; the greater part of what is brought to market
could not, I apprehend, in the prefent circumitances of the
country, be difpofed of at a much better price; and the prefent
price, it - 1 probable; would not pay the expence of the land
and labour neceffary for producing a- much. better quality. Fhrough

the greater part of England, notwithftanding the fuperiority of

price,. the. dairy is not reckoned a more profitable employment
of land than the raifing of corn, or the fattening of cattle, the
two great objects of - agriculture.
Scotland,. therefore, it caunot yet be equally, profitable.

Tue lands of no country, itis evident, can ever be compleatly

cultivated and improved,. till:onee the price of every produce, which.

human induftry is obliged to raife upon them, has got fo high as
to pay for the expence: of compleat’ improvement and cultivation.
I order to ‘do-this, the price of each particular produce muft be
fufficient,. firlt,. to pay the rent of good corn land, as it is that
which. regulates the- rent: of the greater part: of other cultivated
land ;- and, f{econdly, to:pay-the labour and expence of the farmer
as well: as they are' commonly paid upon good corn land ;. or, in
other words, to replace with the: ordinary: profits the ftock which
lie: employs: about: it.. ‘This rife in the price of each. particnlar
preduce; muft evidently be:previous:to the improvement and culti-
vation of the land whichis deftined for. raifing it. Gain'is the
end

Through the greater part of.
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