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B O DK T

Of the diffcrent Progrefs of Opulence in different
Nations,

G H AR I.
Qf the natural Progrefs of Opulence.

AHE great commerce of every ciyilized fociety, is that carried

on between the inhabitants of the town and thofe of the
country. Itconfifts in the exchange of rude for manufa@ured pro-
duce, either immediately, or by the intervention of maney, or of
fome fort of paper which reprefents money. The country fupplies
the town with the means of fubfiftence, and the materials of ma-
nufacture. The town repays this fupply by fending back a part
of the manufactured produce to the inhabitants of the country,
The town, in which there neither is nor can be any reproduction
of fubffances, may very properly be faid to gain its whole wealth
and fubfiftence from the country. We muft not, however, upon
this account, imagine that the gain of the town is the lofs of the
country. The gains of both are mutual and reciprocal, and the
divifion of Iabour iis in this, as in all other cafes, advantageous to
all the different perfons employed in the various occupations intop
which it is fubdivided. The inhabitants of the country purchafe of
the.town a greater quantity of manufadtured goods, with the pro-
duce of amuch fimaller quantity of their own labour, than they
muft have employed had they attempted to prepare them themfelves.
The town affords a market for the furplus preduce of the country,
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it is there that the inhabitants of the country exchange it for fome-
thing elfe which is in demand among them. The greater the num-
ber and revenue of the inhabitants of the town, the more extenfive
is the market which it affords to thofe of the country ; and the more
extenfive that market, it is always the more advantageous to a great
number. ‘The corn which grows within a mile of the town, fells
there for the fame price with that which comes from twenty miles
diftance. But the price of the latter muft generally, not only pay
the expence of raifing and bringing it to market, but afford too
the ordinary profits of agriculture to the farmer. 'The proprictors
and cultivators of the country, therefore, which lies in the
ncighbﬂur}mod of the town, over and above the ordinary profits
of agriculture, gain, in the price of what they fell, the whole value
of the carriage of the like produce that is brought from more-diftant
parts, and they fave, befides, the whole value of this carriage im
the price of what they buy. Compare the cultivation of the lands
in the neighbourhood of any confiderable town,. with that of thofe
which lie at fome diftance from it, and you will ealily fatisfy
yourfelf how much the country is benefited by the commerce of the
town. Among all the abfurd fpeculations that have been pro-
]mgrat:d concerning the balance of trade, it has never been pretended
that either the country lofes by its commerce with the town, op
the town by that with the coontry which maintains 1t.

As fubfiftence is, in the nature of things, prior to conveniency
and luxury, fo the induftry which procures the former, muft
neceffarily be prior to that which minifters to the latter. The
cultivation: and: improvement of the country, therefore, which
affords fubfiftence, muft, neceffarily, be pricr to the increafe of
the town, which furnifhes only the means of conveniency and luxury.
It is the furplus produce of the country only, or what is over and

above
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above the maintenance of the cultivators, that conftitutes the fubfift- CHAP.
ence of the town, which can therefore increafe only with the increafe ,_,..-:,--..J
of this furplus produce. The town, indeed, may not always derive

its whole fubfiftence from the country in its neighbourhoed, or even

from the territory to which it belongs, but from very diftant coun-
tries ; and this, though it forms no exception from the general
rule, has occafioned confiderable variations in the progrefs of
opulence in different ages and nations.

TuaT order of things which neceflity impofes in general, though
not in every particular country, is, in every particular country,
promoted by the natural inchinations of man. If human inftitu-

tions had never thwarted thofe: matural inclinations, the towns
could no where have increafed beyond what the improvement and
cultivation of the teriitory in which they were fituated could fup-
port; till fuch time, at leaft, as the whole of that territory was
completely cultivated and improved. Upon equal, or nearly equal
profits, moft men will chufe to employ their capitals rather in the
improvement and cultivation of land, than either in manufactures
or in foreign trades. ‘The man who employs his capital in land,
has it more under his view and command, and his fortune 1s much
lefs liable to accidents than that of the trader, who is obliged fre-
guently to commit 1t; not only to the winds and the waves, but
to the more uncertain elements of human folly and injuftice, by
giving great credits in diftant countries to men, with whofe’ cha-
racter. and fituation he can feldom be' therougzhly acquainted.
The capital of the landlerd, on the contrary, which is fixed in the
improvement of his land, {eems to be as well fecured as the nature
of human afifairs can admit of. The beauty of the country befides,
the pleafures of a country life, the tranquillity of mind which it
promifes, and wherever the injuftice of human laws does not
difturb it, the independency which it really affords, have charms

that
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BOOK that more or lefs attract every body ; and as to eultivate the ground
;....-!-,:.....l was the original deftination of man, fo in every ftage of his

exiftence he feems to retain a predilection for this primitive
employment,

WitnouT the affiftance of fome artificers, indeed, the cul-
tivation of land cannot be carried on, but with great incon-
veniency and continual interruption. Smiths, carpenters, wheel-
wrights, and plough-wrights, mafons, and bricklayers, tanners,
fhoemakers, and taylors, are people, whofe fervice the farmer
has frequent occafion for. Such artificers too ftand, occafionally,
in need of the affiftance of one another; and as their refidence is
not, like that of the farmer, neceffarily tied down to a precife
fpot, they naturally fettle in the neighbourhood of one another,
and thus form a fmall town or village. 'The butcher, the brewer,
and the baker, foon join them, tagether with many other artificers
and retailers, neceflary or ufeful for fupplying their occafional
wants, and who contribute flill further to augment the town.
The inhabitants of the town and thofe of the country are,
mutually, the fervants of one another. The town is a continual
fair or market, to which the inhabitants of the country refort
in order to exchange their rude for manufatured produce. It
is this commerce which fupplies the inhabitants of the town both
with the materials of their work, and the means of their {fubfiftence.
The quantity of the finilhed work which they fell to the in-
habitants of the country, neceffarily regulates the quantity of the
materials and provifions which they buy. Neither their employ-
ment ner{fubfiltence, therefore, can augment, but in propertion to
the augmentation of the demand from the country for finithed
work ; and this demand can augment only in proportion to the
extenfion of improvement and cultivation. Had human infkitu-
tions, therefore, never difturbed the natural courfe of things, the

7 progreflive
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progreflive wealth and increafe of the towns would, in every CHAP.
political fociety, be confequential, and in proportion to the im= ‘v
provement and cultivation of the territory or country.

In our North American colonies, where uncultivated land
is ftill to'be had upon eafy terms, no manufactures for diftant fale
have ever yet been eftablifhed in any of their towns. When an
artificer has acquired a Jittle more ftock than is neceflary for
carrying on his own bufinefs in fupplying the neighbouring country,
he does not, in North America, attempt to eftablith with it a
manufacture for more diftant fale, but employs it in the purchafe
and improvement of uncultivated land. From artificer he be-
comes planter, and neither the large wages nor the eafy fubfiftence
which that country affords to artificers, can bribe him rather to work
for other people than for himfelf. He feels that an artificer is the
fervant of his caftomers, from whom hederives his fubfiftence; but
thata planter who cultivates his.own land, and.derives his neceffary
{ubfiftence from the labour of his own family, is really a mafter,
and independent; of all the world.

In ¢outitries, on the contrary, where there is either no un-
cultivated land, ‘or none that can be had upon cafy terms, every
artificer who has acquired more ftock than he can employ in the
oceafionial jobs of the neighbourhood, endeavours to prepare
work for more diftant fale. The fmith erefts fome fort of
iron, the weaver fome fort of linen or woollen manufactory.
Thofe different ‘manutactures come, in procels of time, to be
gradually fubdivided, and ‘thereby mproved and refined in a
great varicty of ways, which ‘may eafily be conceived, andwhich
it 15 therefore unneceflary to explain any further,

In
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In fecking for employment to a capital, manufaftures are, upon

——~ equal op nearly equal . profits, naturally preferred to foreign

commerce, for the fame reafon that  agriculture s - naturally
preferred to manufattures. As the capital of the landlord
or farmer is more fecure than that of the manufatturer, fo
the capital of the manufacturer, being at all times more within
his view and command, is more. fecure than that of the foreign
merchant. JIn every period, indeed, of every fociety, the furplus
part both of the rude and manufactured produce, or thatfor which
there is no demand at home, mult be fent abroad in order to
be exchanged for fomething for which there is fome demand
at liome. But whether the capital, which carries this furplus
produce abroad, be a foreign or a domeflick one, 1s of very
little importance,  If the fociety has not acquired fufficient capita)
both to cultivate all its lands, and to manufacture in the com=
pleateft manner the whole' of their rude produce, there is even
a confiderable advantage that it fhould be exported by a foreign
capital, in order that the whole ftock of the fociety“may be
employed in more ufeful purpofes. The wealth of ancient Egypt,
that of China and Indoftan, fufficiently demonftrate that a
nation may attain a very high degree of opulence, though
the greater part .of its exportation trade be carried on by
foreigners. The progrefs of our North American and Weft
Indian colonies would have been much lefs rapid, had no capital
but what belonged to themfelves been employed in exporting their
furplus produce.

Accorping to the natural courfe of things, therefore, the
oreater part of the capital of every growing fociety is, firl,
direfted to agriculture, afterwards to manufaétures, and laft
of all to foreign commerce, . This order of things is fo, very
natural, that in every fociety that had any territory, it has

always,
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always, I believe, been in fome degree obferved. Some of their CHAP.
lands muft have been cultivated before any confiderable towns »...-.,I—-.n
could be eftablifhed, and fome fort of coarfe indultry of the
manufatturing kind muft have been carried on in thofe towns,

before they could well think of employing themfelves in foreign
commerce.

¢
BuT though this natural order of things muft have taken place

in fome degree in every fiich fociety, it has, in all the modern
ftates of Europe, been, in many refpects, intirely inverted.
The foreign commerce of fome of their cifies has intraduced all
their finer manufaétures, or fuch as were fit for diftant fale;
and manufaturés and foreign commerce together, have given
birth to the principal improvements of agriculture. The manners
and cuftoms which the nature of their original government. in-
troduced, and which remained after that government was greatly
altered, neceffarily forced them into this unnatural and retro-
grade order,

Vor. 1. 30
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