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82 ADVENTURES OF

C HA P XIIL.

A trip to France—Remarks upon the

~ read and in the capital, worthy the
notice of Englifb travellers— A whim-

Jical and truly rifible anecdote— A
new fpecies of cheats deferibed—T be
marquis de Pillotte’s motto upon the
urn which inclofed the great V. m’z‘rzzre $
beart.

THE honey moon could not become

pleated, according to the laws:

of the Ton, without a trip to the con-
tinent.- Monfieur and' Madame Cabri-
ole, with Mademoifelle Convert, ac=
cordingly fet off for France. This
married Mifs, was an ufeful compani-
nion, as an interpretefs for the young
lady, who had not yet made any great
progrefs in the French language.
Many




AN IRISH SMOCK, &c. 83

- Many things naturally ftrike an En-
gliflx traveller between Calais and Pa-
ris. ~ Depar le Roi is feen infcribed at
every poft-houfe, or horfe change thop
upon the road. ; This infcription. is
difficult to tranflate into  Englith; for
it 'would literally run thus: ¢ Of, by
the King,” though it certainly is in=
tended to mean ¢ By order of the
King.”

Upon : their arrival in Paris, many
more infcriptions appeared whimfical :
‘“ Bonne double Bierre d’Angleter-
fe,” at china-fhops, cdrried with it an
. air of ridicule. - But it was foon dif=
covered that the rage of .the ‘Parifian
demi-reps, was, under pretence of be-
ing treated with bottled Englifh porter,
and barrel oyfters, ‘to obtain’a prefent
of a fet of china. |

The
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The next thing that ftruck our par-
ty in this line, was ata Traitenr’s (oF
cook’s thop) L' On.fast noces ici *“ Nupa
tials are done here.” « Thisinfcription
might induce ‘one to believe that-the
confummation of real or rmagmaz y
nuptials was permitted theve, as 4t'thé
Temple of Hymen'in Pall Mill—but
no’ fuch’ thing; it only’ meant, that
wedding dinners were drefled there;
and the connubial:party might find en-
tertainment  for-:men, o women, - and
children. |

A whimfical - adventure occurred
whilft they were inParis, which made
much neife. - The prefident 'of ‘the
Parliament: had occafion to wait-upon
theking at Verfailles, when his majefty,
with his ufual politenefs; threw off his
authoritative royalty, and defired: him,
to. be feated. A wicked page who

{tood behind the Prefident could not
refrain
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réfrain from amufing himfelf with his
perruque d trois Girconflances, and pin=
ned it to the back of the chair. When
the prefident arofe to take his leave he
appeared bald-headed. ¢ Sire,” faid he,
¢ ] did not expe& to falute your ma-
jefty like a choir boy,” -and retired.
Immediate fearch was made after
the delinquent, and though two or
three pages had fucceeded him, during
the’ courfe ‘of the conference, he was
difcovered. ' As {oon as he appeared
before the King, his majefty ordered
him, ¢ to repair immediately to the
preflident’s—acknowledge . his ‘.crime,
and intreat his-pardon on his knees.”
This mandate was delivered near

midnight. = The ‘page, who poficfled
wit as well as whim, -inftantly  fet. off
for Paris in a poft chaife and four, .and
reached the capital between three and
four in the morning. He repaired to

H the
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the borel,of the prefident, ordered his
{fervant to ring and rap at the Porfe
Cochere till he gained admittance.. ‘The
porter, through the wicket, enquired
who was there at {fuch an unfeafonable
hour? to which the page replied in an
audiable voice, ¢ Fe wviens de la part
du Roi—<¢ 1 came from the King”.
This information being communicated
to the prefident, he immediately arofe,
thinking fome difpatches of great con=
fequence were to be communicated.

The pagé being admitted into the
prefence of the, prefident, difclofed
this bufinefs, -fell upon his knees, ac=
knowledged his crime, and intreated
‘his forgivenefs. -

The prefident could not refrain {mi-
ling, though he was ftill half afleep;
but rebuked the page in faying, bis a-
pology was a bundred times worfe than

his crime.

Thele
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hefe little hiftoriettes fly about Pa-
ris with every brezze of air, and'ge-
nerally conftitute the chief converlati-
on of the day, at the Ruelles and card
parties.

At this time too there was a fet of
cheats, or rather thieves, wioe went
about, and, uader various pretences,
gained admiffion into private houfes,
when they found means to promote
the ufe of peculiar cordials, in which
were infufed foporific powder, that al-
moft inftantly operated, and then they
attained their booties. Thefe fwind-
lers, if the expreffion be allowable,
were called Endormeurs.

Another occurrence at the fame time
made a fubje& of converfation in Pa~
ris,  The Marquis de Villette had ob-
tained the celebrated Zoltaire’s heart,
which he had preferved in a golden,

Hea: vales
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vale, or urn, on which was infcribed
Son caeur eft en ces heux—fon efprit

e/t par tout.

T'his enclofes his heart—his wit and

genius are diffufed throughout the u-
niverfe.

C.H- A Do XIE;
Portraits of French cleanlinefs, illuf-

trated with an anecdote, ‘which may
Jerve as cautions fo Englyh Trave
lers, wehao vifit Paris— A tour thre:'oh
Flanders—A juft defcription of Bruf-

[fels, compared with Parts, over which

115 :i:zperz'orz'z‘_y 15 clearly prwccf.

BEFORE we take our leave of

Paris, we cannot help remarking |

fome aukward and difagreeable cuf-
toms, that prevail in this nominal |
: Emparium of tafte and politenefs. Edin-

burgh,
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