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AN IRISH SMOCK, &c. 113

Nanette et Nanon.
Une fois il basfoit Nanette—Unre [fois if
baifoit Nanon.

€ FE AP 22XV

The refult of the amorous converfation,.
greatly tothe Captain’'s advantage—
Bob and Mademoifelle pay Mrs. Sid-
dons a dramatic vifit—T beir judicious
remarks—Bon Mot of George S—n,
upon that Lady's atting — A4 whinfi-
cal green-room dialogue, in awbhich the
ridiculous character of Lord Flimfy 1s
depiited.

T length the hour of rifing came,
at four in the afternoon, the.

ladies completely fatishied as well -as-
the Captain, he having reccived an ad-
ditional douceur in the morning from:
both the joyous fair ones. Lady Brid--
get prefented her purfe; Lady Diana

K 3. found :
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found a ﬁf'ty pounds note in her pocket

book, which fhe judged would be of
more fervice to the Captain than her-
felf, as fhe was that day to touch a
quarter's pin-money, the application
of which fhe had already in a great

meafure anticipated.

After drefling,. and whilft at break-
faft, another treaty was entered into by
the contracting parties. The outlines
of the articles were, that the fair ones
thould allow the Captain two hundred.
a year each, and that he fhould be one
month in waiting in the fervice of each
patronefs. rere g o)

l"'r's;-

I'his bufinefs {o very multifarious,.

was not fettled without Bob’s partici- r
- C 1 e
pating of the ladies bounty, through,
the hands of the Captain, who, be=
fides paying the bill in all its exorBi-
tant accumulated form, particularly for

the
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the uncommon privilege of lying three
in a bed, he received five guineas to
be. divided between him and the bar-
maid. :

This lucky ftroke, ‘added to the
other advantages of the preceding
night, put Bob-and Mademoifelle in
fach good humour, that as great dra-
matic  critics, they agreed to attend:
Mrs. Siddons that night, in the cha-
racter of Jane Shore. ‘They were too
polite and ‘well-bred: people: to think
of crowding it into the gallery or the
pit; bat to avoid all fuch: inconveni-
ence, they fent a fervant to keep places
for them in the upper boxes.

There is fomething in the air of
Covent-Garden and Drury-Lane,. that
communicates dramatic tafte and the-
atrical judgment to-all the inhabitants

in the purlieus ‘of thofe {eenie fpots.
No
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No wondér then that as Bob'and Ma-
demoifelle were refidents within the
magic circle, that they had caught the
happy infeGion of refined critici{m -
They dccordingly  pronoanced  Mirs.
Siddons, with cnergy and emphafis—.
A monfirous fine allrefs.
Notwithitanding  thejr intuitive
knowledge with regard to the boards,
we fhall not dwell upon their praifes;.
as that Lady’s acting has been defcan~
ted by able pens, and approved con-
nouleurs: in theatrical performances, .
However, we are pleafed that Bob and.
Mademoifelle’s prefence at the houfes,.
has afforded us an opportunity of fay-
ing {omething, it is to be hoped, more
pertinent and entertaining, than even
their MONJiroUs fine remark..
The Spectator has obferved, that:
when any perfons begin to make a noife
1N
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in the world, in what {phere foever,
the curious part of mankind eagerly
liften to the moft minute circumitance
that relates to them; we fhall there-
fore make no apology for ‘introducing
a bon:mot rof George S-lw-n upon the
occafion ; or a whimfical dialogue, or
rather thapfody, that occurred in the
oreen-room.

George, taking up one of the play—
bills that announced*Mrs. Siddons’s
performing that evening, faid, Her
bills were the beft in the world, for
they were always duly honoured, and
never failed to preduce immediate and
excellent receipts.” The dialogue was
of another complexion. Lord Flimfey
being in the green-room during Mrs.
Siddons’s performance of Shore, after
her coming off in the third ad, he
addrefled hcl nearly as follows :

LG,"J
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Lord Flimfy, Heavens ! Madam,
what angelic a&ing | it is abfolutely
fupernatural ! I fearce know whether
1 am awake or afleep ! '

Mrs. Siddons.  You are too polite,
my Lord—you ovérwhelm me with
‘eompliments.

Lord F. Compliments, Madam,
you are miftaken—they are abfolute
facts, and fa&s are ftubborn things.

Mrs. S. A’ truce, pray, my Lord,
have fome compaffion.

Lord F. Compaffion is not due to
you—Idolatry you muft command,
from ever judicious, fenfible, auditor.
:Madam, I remember Cibber, Pritch-
ard, and of courfe, Yates and Craw-
ford—But what of them? Put them
all in one fcale, and you, - Madam,
alone, in the other, and they would
not counterpoize it, You are, Madam,

witho_u.it._
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without flattery, the effence, the quin-
teflence, nay, I'may fay, the foul of
jult acting. Nature alone is your
guide—You are the female Garrick of
the age, ‘without his fulfome ftage-
trick, and vicious pronunciation—
You are, Madam, in one word—

- Here' Mrs. Siddons appeared fo
greatly difconcerted at Lord Flimf{y’s
extravagant elogiums, that fhe was
incapable of replying, being ready

“to {woon at fuch grofs flattery, when

a gentleman prefent, who juftly com-
paffionated her mortifying fituation,
faid to Flimfy, ** My Lord, the
‘““ higheft encomiums the lady can
receive, are from fuch a numerous
and brilliant audience as the is now
honoured with, and the greateft
favour you can at prefent confer
‘¢ ‘upon her is to avoid diftrefling her
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120 ADVENTURES OF

¢ at this critical moment, and divert-
““ ing her thoughts from recolleGting
- her:part.
This well-timed remonftrance had
" the defired effed, it filenced the im-
pertinence of Lord Flimfey’s tongue ;
and Mrs. Siddons, with the affiftance
of fome hartthorn and water, reco-
vered from the violent embarrafiment
his Lordfhip’s fulfome flattery had
thrown her into, and fhe was enabled
to go through the remainder of her
- part, with the ufual ec/ar.

CHAP,
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CHAP. XV

.A‘ZZ is it “well that" ends bad—or " an’

unfortunate miftake of Bob ihe Great

' —Succeeded, bowever, with fome fa-

 Wourable circumflances, that ' gave

“Mademorfelle wry grmt‘ [atisfaction

The Trifh' Shock is transferred and
“"obtains a' newd miftrefs.

LLs el that ends awell; 38 the

title' of!‘a'play  that'has always
been “reeeived’ 'with applanfés would
thatwe could fay the fusce; or rather
Jravas,! that: followed! Miesy Siddon’s
Jatie Shore; had mét withequal: plau=
dits—or ‘Bob%' approbanon But,
alas !''the fable; though not: fabulous;
of this affer-piece, runs-thus:

¥ 8 I L.
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