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150 ADVENTURES OR'

€ H AP XXIL.

Mrs. We—ms. returns. from Norfolk—
Renews ber acquaintance with Buck=
ram—an. agreeable connexion takes
place, which is. interrupted by a
Sirange accident—She is. miflaken by
the D. gf M. ﬁf the Perditag—re=-
ceives. a. bandfome prefent,. and s
taken into keeping.

A ‘/EZR S. W—ms’s campaign toNor=
LVi folk turned out.very different to-
what fhe expected; and, upon her |
return to- town,. fhe immediately- '
waited upon Mr. Buckram, who gave. |
her a very friendly reception.. He
not only furnifthed her with cath for:
her prefent ufe ; but took her. a very.
decent lodging in Bloomfbury, where:

he conftantly vifited her, 'The Nan-
keen
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AN IRISH SMOCK, &ct.. 11

Been Breeches were a- good deal the
worfe for wear, as well as their poc-
kets ; but fhe @&ill remained: in- pof-
feflion of them; and was unwilling to
part with them,. as they ftill fitted her
to a nicety—even to a nich.

Mrs. W—ms. found herfelf very
foug in her new lodgings; and was
much inclined-to-be faithfuli to:Buck-
ram ; but an' aceident; or, rather:a
happy event happened, that made
her- alter the difpofition: of her mind:
as well as that of her body:

Being one night at the play:in the
upper boxes, to which fhe had accek
gratis, after the: third at;, as the was
intimately acquainted with the box~
keeper; a rumour {pread,. that Pern-
dita was in that identical box. The
{femblance between Mrs. W—ms, and
Mrs, R———n, was very great at a

“diftance..




i;2  ADVENTURES OF

diftance. - The Duke of M—r, im-
mediately flew to the pot, as he had
for fome time been, in- 1NAgination,
defperately fond of the Perdita. He
foon found means to enter into a con-
verfation- with Mrs. W—ms, and
had fo much perfuafion, as to induce
her to go and fup with him. After
this he propofed an amorous retreat
to bed—to which, with becoming
reluctance; Mrs. W s confented.

His Grace had his moft voluptuous.
wifhes gratified, in the fuppofed arms.
of Mrs. R—n. In the morning he
took his leave, and left her reprefen-
tative, a five hundred pound note,
at the fame time making her promife
-to meet him the next evening at the
play, in the fame box he had {een her
the preceding night,

It




AN IRISH SMOCK, &c. 153

It whimfically happened, that the
real Perdita was in the fame box,
Mrs. Siddons playing, and there be-
ing no other place for her. His
Grace entered and placed himfelf be=
" tween them ; he viewed Mrs. R—n,
he examined Mrs. W—ms, was fal-
cinated ; but could not, for fome
time, diftinguith the copy from the
original. However, original as it may
feem, he preferred the copy; carried
her home to a new lodging, which
he had prepared for her; and, in a
few days prefented her with an an-
nuity of 300l. a year.

Perdita was not made acquainted
with the origin and progrefs of his
Grace’s miftake, till fome time after;
when the vowed revenge upon Mrs.
W—ms, for having fupplanted her,
as a femalc impoftor, 1n the Duke of

M—g




154 ADVENTURES OF

M—’s affe®ions. As to poor Buck-
ram, he was almoft diftracted ; he
did not cut out a coat in any. rational
form ; ot bark at his door with any
harmony, like a duman falefman, for
many weeks : he was for a confidera-
ble time befides himfelf, and lefs even
‘than the ninth part of a man,
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C H7A P » XX

The downfall of Perdita—Bon mot of
Mrs. W—ms—Mrs. R—n is relieved
by Florizel, who entertains ber upon
ber return with reading the Trial of
of Mrs. Bayntun, and bis judicious
remarks upon the occafion—That la-
dy’s extraordinary and curious confe/~

Sfronal letter to ber bufband.

UCH of our readers as have feen

the whimfical Farce of zbe Duk,
and no Duke, will be able to form a
tolerable idea of the fituation of th¢
real and fi¢titious Perdita, and the Duxke
himf{elf ; but their ideas muft ex-
pand greatly to judge of the future
confequences.

The Perdita no fooner heard that
Mrs. W—ms had a brilliant vss-g-27s
building for her in Long Acre, than

{he
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