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The umbrella, or the parapluye and pa=
rfzﬁ:rf—— A Shandean digreffion.

TOLLY and- vanity conftantly go
hand in hand upon all ocmﬁom
and may be feen-every day and every
hour in and about this metropolis,
from the peer down to the pauper.
Perhaps the prefent rage of wearing
umbrellas is one of the moft ftriking
proofs 'of the abfurdity of the times.
Whilft they were confined to the la-
dies, -the mode ‘was to be overlooked,
or confidered‘as one-of 'thofe appen=-
- dages to female drefs, which a finifhed
coquette might confider {he was en-
titled " to.  Nay, when the epicene
gendery © T ‘mean the prefent race of
-.Tlﬂ.C’lf'OrlluS:l took th‘.m up, as their
gendes
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gender was equivocal, the propriety of
the cenfure ftill remained’ doubtful,
but when Herculean figures fix feet
high, perhaps profefied martinets, took
up the parapluye or the parafol, it be- -
came high time tolay afide their fpon-
toons.

But the ridicule is carried farther,
an officer with a great coat and boots
on, whom we might {uppofe was pre-
pared to- ford a river, has been feen
in:one of the mildeft and moft {erene
days in. fammer, carrying his umbrel-
la, as the infignia of his cousage, for-
titude, and refolution of braving all
danger, {corning all fear.

What thall we fay to a man with
a fhabby—aye, a ragged coat, a hat not
worth twe-pence, whofe fockings.
pleaded in the moft forcible manner
for a little darning worftead, carrying

an:




e ——— ——

AN IRISH SMOCK, &%c. gz

an @mbrella “worth more thanall his
wardrobe? This might “be ftiled the
fummitof folly, if fome other fpecies,
equally: ftriking, \icould ' not -be .pro-
duced. It, for the moment, -makes
us recalfl canranecdote of  the late ¢he-
valier-Defcafeau, of 'Poitic, and ec-
centric ‘memory.

The chevalier, from iabfence, ‘or
poverty; - or-“both, had reduced his
wardfobe fo ‘low, ‘“that ‘his very
breeches would not “coyer'hisnaked-
fiefs. ' "The '-genﬂemcn, ‘who ' then
affocidted “at - Old “Slaughter’s ‘coffee-
houte,” which'heico nftantly frequent~
ed, made-a liberal fubfeription for
. him, that he might re-equip himfelf
with his taylor. ‘The {ublcription
money was communicated to him
with great delicacy, by a gentleman
to. whom he had had former pecuniary

obligations,
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ebligations, and a hint was given him
concerning the neceflity of having im-
mediately- another pair ' of breeches,
that:he ‘might not fhock decency and
the lady at the bar.

--Two nights after he made his ap-
pearance in a fecond-hand embroi-
dered coat, and a new feather in his
hat—but with the f{ame breechés as
had given fo-much offence. . A gentle
remonflrance being . delivered to him
upon the occafion—he replied, ¢ He
was  infpired by . his mufe rand his
genius to ‘purchafe that feather to foar
above breeches, and all {uch low con-
cerns, to Mount Parnaffus.”

C H A, P.
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C'HAP. XIV.

The chapter of virtue and chafiity.

X 7 IR T UE, what art thou?—Chaf-
| tity, how cameft thou in {uch
company ?—in 2 brothel |

~ Have we not {een even
Cato 'midft a gamefome crowd ;
"' No ftranger to the revels there al-

Jowed ? - _
Virtue came forward bluthed

and acknowledged her miftake, ¢ I
thought,” faid fhe, that under the
‘very eye of “Juftice, -no {uch rendez~
vous could poflibly be admitted, I
imagined with the poet :

He can’t be wrong whole life’s been

always—Right! -

- Bt 1 have been miftaken—I am

convinced Bow-ftreet thould be called
Vor. l. 1 Frail-
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