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Minionette's intimate ac quaintance with
Madame I’ Eon---That celebrated la-
dy's biffory as delivered by berfelf, -con-
taining many curious particulars that
never before tranfpired.

OON after Minionette’s arrival at
hF Paris, the found means to be in-
troduced to Madame D’Eon, who
finding {he had lately come from
England;  was very defirous and in-
-quifitive to ‘be acquainted with the
ftate of gallantry in this kingdom, and
particularly of what the world faid of
her. In thefe refpets Minionette was
very capable of gratifying her moft ex-
tenfive curiofity, which fo captivated
and ingratiated her with Madame
D'Eon, that fhe was invited to an

apartment
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apartment in her houfe, and they be-
came infeparable companions.

In the courle of one of their fefe-a-
tetes; Minionette having exprefled fome
defire of being more particularly ac-
quainted with the ftory of the late no-
minal chevalier, he orfhe (though Ma-
dame -was no longer of the doubtfyl
gender) readily acquiefced to give an
outline of her 4iffory, nearly as follows:

¢ My memoirs are, doubtlefs, very
extraordinary, and I fhall one day give
them to the world, not only asan apo-
logy for my condu@, but as a tribute
to pofterity, for having for fuch a fe-
ries of years impofed upon my own
country, and the feveral courts of Eu-
rope. I have, however, this to fay in
my vindication, that I always exerted
my greateft abilities, as well in 2 mi-
litary as a political capacity, for the
{ervice of my king, and the glory of
his people.” After
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Afterthis exordiom, MadameD’Eon
continued .as follows : ¢ My father
was an officer of rank in the army, and
had diftinguithed himfelf upon various
occafions in the campaigns of Louis
guatorze ; he had, however, received
little other reward than a {mall pen=
fion, which accompanies the order of
St. Louis, and was therefore obliged
to live in an obfcure manner diftant
from the metropolis. Ke had a bro-
ther, ‘'who had never been married,
and feemed to have takén an averfion
to the fair fex, as it is furmifed
from fome crofles he experienced in
love, in his juvenile days; and {fome
difafters he met with from beanty,
Thus irritated at the female world, he
{hunned their compmy and acquaint-
ed my father'he thould' bequeath all
hlb fortune to his Ion, in cafe he thould

hav
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have one; but if he unfortunately
thould have no other than female iffue,
his thoughts, in this refpe®, would
be dire¢ted to another channel. My
father having received this informa-
tion, and being willing to preferve
the eftate in the family, at my
birth concealed my fex, and pafled
me for a boy. 1 was cherithed as
fuch, and received an. education
fuited to my nominal gender. Af-
ter having gone through a claffical
career, and improved myfelf in the
polite exercifes, 1 obtained a commif=-
fion in the army. About this period
my uncle died and left me the pro-
mifed patrimony, which though not
great, enabled me to figure like a gen=
tleman, and preferve the rank I held
in the army with propricty and ho-

nour. .
Vou. L K “« My
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““ My father’s paft fervices being

confidered, and without vanity, my
| military talents being noticed by my
i fuperior officers, I was {peedily pro-
moted, and obtained the rank of cap-
tain of dragoons, in which capacity
I a&ed the laft war in Germany.
“ As I had entertained as great a
5';‘1:?:: deteftation, almoft as my uncle, for
[ women, and nearly hated and de-
fpifed myfelf for being born one; I
| [l | endeavoured to combat all thofe pal-
| IR fions that might betray the fecret,
P which I had refolved, if pofiible, ne-
ver to reveal. But, as the Englith
poet finely fays,

—Nature is Nature, Lzlius,
Let the wife fay what they will.—

1 found I had undertaken a tafk that
it was almoft.im pradticable to perform.
The
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The frailties and fatalies of love I
foon experienced. A young Licute-
nant in our corps, who (eemed born to
captivate and conquer, as well in the
field of Mars as that of Venus, made
{uch an impreffion on me, that 1 was
at length compelled to make him my
confidant. Whenever I met his eyes,
mine were rivetted upon them, and I
felt fuch an apparently electric fhock
throughout my whole frame, as I
thought had fo far betrayed me, that
I imagined it was needlefs to keep on
the mafk any longer.

But before 1 yielded to his folicitati-
ons, upon the difcovery I made, I con-
jured him to the moft inviolablefecrecy,
which he fealed with his fervent vows
and proteftations almoft unparelleled.
In this refpet I had no reafon to
upbraid him ; but he was {o inconftant,

K 2 and
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and fond of variety, thatI foon expe-

rienced the effe@s of his roving. I
now called him to account for injuring

~me in a moit eflential- manner, and

compelling me to expofc my fex to the
furgeon of the regiment. We fought ;
I wounded him; but not without re-
ceiving a wound myfelf, as (difplaying
her bofom) you may perceive.”
. “ The campaign foon after clofed :
I returned to Paris, and was employed
In a public capacity at the court of
Peterfburgh, where I acquitted myfelf
to the fatisfation of that Verfailles,
I was there, neverthelefs, in a very
whimfical predicament, as a certain
great lady, who confidered the Corps
diplomatique, entirely at her devotion,
made {uch indire& overtures, that I
was obliged to call into play all the ad-
drefs
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drefs that I was then zaffer of, toavoid
coming to fuch an ecclairciffement, as
would havebetrayed meinevery ref{pect.

Soon after this I was appointed
Charge d’ Affaires to the Court of Eng~
land ; my reception there, and the dif-
pute I had with Count Guerchy, are
recent in every one’s memory. Even
there I had a very difficult game to play
with the ladies, and particularly with
the Stable Yard Meflalina, who had
for fome years laid an embargo upon
all Foreign Miniftess. By a ftratagem.
I efcaped detection, in intimating that
I found my health was injured, and
her ladyfhip politely thanked me for
the generous information.

By this means I avoided making a
worle figure, if poffible, than a certain
northern potentate, who was in Eng-

K 3 land
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;'-h’..'.!| land' fome years fince, and whom fhe
';i! had folicited to her arms ; but upona
il fair and amorous trial before the God
_'::.; ' of Love and herfelf, he was pronoun-
. ced zncapable, or in other words—as
| | ‘,I ~her ladyfhip exprefled it, ¢ I/ ne va-
il i ““ loit pas la peine d'etre br—Ile---car,
11 . ““ au bout du fout, il wa rien faif---il
Al “m'a feudement ratte” *
;‘,:":.';i ““ I now approach that period which
| Lt called my fex in queftion, and gave
=|| rife to many Policies that were opened
upon that fubje&. If you recolie&,
L ! continued Madame E’Eon, I made uz
it '{' tron ala Lune for {fome weeks, and was
| 1 advertifed ; many of my friends think-
lﬂl ing fome accident had befallen me,
*||| and -
||f * The mere Englifh reader muft here be |
iﬂi left to his own fuggeftion, as we cannot find !
gl proper words in the Englith language to tran{- |
! late this pafiage. |
il
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and that I might have becn robbed and
aflaflinated. The truth is, I was preg-
nant, and near the time of my delivery ;
a temporary retreat was therefore ne-
ceflary, and I took up my refidence for
fome time at a houfe near Red-lion-
fquare, in confequence of an advertife-
ment that {uited my prefent purpofe.
¢¢* Unfortunately, the midwife, who
attended me, formerly vifited fome of
the upper fervants at Count de Guer-
chy’s ; the recognized my features, and
difcovered the impofition I had hi-
therto put upon the public, to my land-
lady. The affair foon got wind, and
I had no {ooner recovered from my late
indifpofition, and appeared again a-
broad, than the policies I have already
mentioned began to be fet on foot.
Many hr@xnﬁinentc{ueﬂiunsvverccvcn
put to me by {everal of the parties con-

cerned,
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cerned, and I failed not to refeint them
in a proper manner, f{uitable to the
rank I had affumed in life.

¢« At length, however, a trial took
place, and {fuch evidences were {ub-
peened as evidently proved my real
fex. It was now time to quit Eng-
land, and I accordingly returned to
France, where I was kindly received
at Court. The Queen having been-in-
formed of what had paffed in England,
intreated me to reveal the fecret, as I
might be fure of her protection. It
was in vainany longer to continue the

difguife, and fince that time I have

appeared as you fee, garbed like a fe-

" male.”

Madame D’Eon had fcarcely reached
this part of her narrative, before Count
Artois and another nobleman were

announced, and prefently introduced.
AP
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Minionette enters inte the [ervice of
Count D’ Artois as a procurefi—fic=
ceeds in. Ber megociation with Mrs,
L-b-rt, is handfomely rewarded—
Her intrigue with M. Pouflebier, a
mufqueteer—Her intrigue with M,
Da—/—. The con equences of ber itch
Jor pilfering.

INIONETTE judged this a fa-
vourable opportunity of making

an acquaintance with the "Count,
whofe amours re-echoed through Paris,
and in which fhe thought fhe could
act a very ufeful part to his Highnefs,
and a no lefs ben¢ficial one to herfelf,
With thefe fentiments {he failed not to
ingratiate herfelf as much. as pofiible
with
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