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once the thermometer and barometer
of {pirits, vivacity, gallantry, and wit.

I fhall leave the Breeches in poffef-
fion of this great orator for a fhort
time, to inquire after his old compa-
nion the Irith Smock—and a Smock
may be juftly pronounced the ne plus
uitra of all fhifts, all logic, all reafon,
all paffion.

b APV

The Trifh Smock again brought to light.
A fleteh of the charaiter of Made-
mafelle. Convert ;—an extraordinary
revolution in ber fentiments, with re-
gard to the male creation.—The caufe
of ber purchafing the Irifh Smock.—
Her nuptials.— T beir defectrve confume
mamationy. and ber two-fald amour.

EN the laft volume we left the Irith
% Smock in Rag-Fair, from whence
we
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we fhall now relieve it By the aflift-
ance of Mademoifelle Convert, aged
feventy-two, a veftal, upon the point
of giving up: her pretenfions, to.lead
apes-in hell, and to enter into-'the holy
ftate of matrimony, for the benefit of
the rifing generation..

This extraordinary lady was the
daughter of a French refugee watch-
maker, who had faved a.pretty. eafy
fortune, which at his demife he be-
queathed to his only daughter. She
" was puritannic, prudent, and prudifh,
and had for the firft feventy years of
her life confidered that monitrous he-
creature Man, as dangerous an animal
as & tyger or a lion of the woods. She
had, therefore, feduloufly avoided fo
terrific a being, till fhe {funk into an old
maid, though fhe was il calied ma-
demoifelle, or mifs, amongft all her

acquaintance,
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acquaintance, who carefully avoided her-
other appellation,. as they thought it:
bordered too much upon a double en--
tendre.. This was verified one day,..
when another antiguated ; pinfter; who-
refided.in -the Quartier. duw Grec, . and.
had received the firft invitation to vifit
mademoifelle Convert in the Quartier
of ‘Spitalfields ;. being - unacquainted -
withi the precife fituation of her abode; .
the enquired of a gentleman in French, .
*Ou demare mademoifelle Conpers 22
To which he ludicroufly replied in the-
fame: language, < ‘Jai fouvent entendu.:
parler des c—s-noirs, . des c-ns-bruns, .
et méme des C-—s'Touges 3. mais pour
les Converts je-n’en ai jamais entenduy -
parler ?”

But to return to mademoifelle : ‘her-
cconomy had hitherto kept pace with -
all her other prudential fteps, and fhe

had
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had net for many years wore a fmock
-or a fhift, but only thams with ruffles
at the end of them, confidering a
fmock as an ufelefs piece of garment.
Some of her moft” intimate acquaint=
_ance afcribed this refolution of forbear-
ance to a religious, a mortifying prin-
«ciple 3 but as the was born and bred 2
Hugenot, the could not be fuppofed to
be fwayed by any- principles adopted
by the Church of Rome, and there-
fore, we may reafonably conclude, it
arofe from penury, and ill-named

ceconomys
However,  at the period to which
we here allude, fhe began to fancy a
connubial ftate was more eligible than
that of celibacy, and | having lately fal-
len in ‘company with a Welch parfon,
whofe living was very {fmall; and whole
income might admit of fome i improve-
ment
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ment ; the was induced to liften to his
addrefles, and he was induced to fay a
thoufand civil things to her, tho’ they
fickened him as he uttered them, be-
caufe he knew fhe had four thoufand
pounds in the confols, which formed
the only confolation he promifed him-
fclf by his matrimonial union with
‘mademoifelle Convert.

This lady began now to think it
would be neceflary to lay in a feck of
linen, or at leaft to provide a wedding
thift ; but parfimony {till prevailed,
and fhe coagitated {ome heurs before
fhe came to the judicious refolution of
repairing to Rag-Fair,. to equip her-
{elf properly for facrificing at the altar
of Hymen her—Virgjnity. She ac-
cordingly, after hnviﬁg vifited . every
Ihdp and ftall in the vicinity, at le‘ng&h
dropt into that where the Irith Smock

lay
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lay perdue. She no fooner caft her
eyes upon it, than fthe was difpofed to
have it, if the could become the pro-
prietor at a very moderate price; in a
word, fthe became poflefled of it for
thiee fhillings, and returned home

greatly pleafed with her bargain.
Pheebus the next morning lighted
the torch of Hymen ; the Irifh Smock
aflifted at the confummation of the
nuptials, which was fomewhat whim-
fical. Mr. Floyd was no adept in the
art of unmaking veftals, having never
ftudied under the celeftial Dotor, and
Madame Convert did not, as the ex~
prefled it, ¢ Savowr que faire;’—She
did not know how to go to work.,—
In fine, the bufinefs was done 1in f{o
flovenly a manner, that fhe began to
repent of her bargain, and particularly
puIc mﬁng the Iriyfb Smock. Notwith-
ftanding
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ftanding fhe was ignorant of the pracs
tice of connubial joys, fhe was fo well
acquainted with the theory, that fhe
pronounced ({trange to teil) the parfon
a fumbler ; adding in French, ¢ Il n’a
rien fait toute la nuit que me ratter.”
Mademoifélle Convert, being now a
femme converse  (though uncovered)
being in no fort of danger of lofing
her reputation, by having children in
the abfence of her hufband, whe
was 4n a ‘few days obliged to. re=
pair to Wales, refolved nows, having
purchafed the Jrsh Smock, to have an
Zrifb Cicifbeo, to compleat a confums
mation devoutly to be withed. She
accordingly ‘walked to the Change,
and took a chair, having previoufly
~chofen two ftout Hibernian carriers,
who ‘promifed ‘to gratify -all her de=
fires.  She o‘rdered them to Covent=
Gardens
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o

- Garden, and ftopt ‘at Haddocks’s ;
being carried in, the threw off all re-
ftraint, fhe put a guinea into each of
their hands, telling them fhe had ano-
ther fare for them, and if théy per-
formed as well in that bufinefs, as they
had done in the former, the {hould

double the compliment to each of
them.

We fhall now, for a little while, ,
leave Mrs. Floyd and Meflrs. 0*Flan-
nagan, and O’Conolly to their private
amufements, and we have reafon to
believe the paffed her time for fome

hours very agreeably, and entirely to
her fatisfaGion.

Vo;. 11. D CHAP.
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T H A R Vs

Mr. Floyd returns.—~—Contrives fo get
polfeffion of bis wife's fortune.~—~Quits
ber an - great. diftrefs.—She s obliged
to commence: governante.—Gets #ito
Lady Brilliont's family to “teach ber

daughters French.
PON Mr. Floyd’s retutn to the
capital, he had great reafon to
fufpect his wife’s infidelity, and though
love had been no part of the confider=
ation that had brought them together,
he refolved to get rid of her, but not
her money. He accordingly artfully
concealed his fufpicions of her crimi-
nality, appeared more than commonly
fond of her, and having laid in a frefh
ftock of health and vigour, which the
air of the mountains of Wales had
communicated, he rufhed upon her
with fuch luft, that like one of his
country
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