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Frailties of fashion, or, the adventures of an Irish smock

interspersed with whimsical anecdotes of a Nankeen pair of breeches

Containing among a great variety of curious connexions between the most
celebrated Demi Reps and Beaux Garcons upon the ton, the secret
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in a-waggon to be fent fo: Eondon:
My adyentures:upon the road,: 1 fhall

relate in. the fucceeding chapter.

%

A journey 0 London—amorous dglliance
upon the road, which occafions @ com-
bat —Chloe’s kindnefs, and ber Jfavours
unhimited—arrived in the metropolis,
with a curious conjerence, and muiual
difcovery between the rivals—The Trifp
Seck realizeds :

Was {carcely depofited in the Chel-
ter waggon, hefore feveral paflen—

oers enteréd : among qthers, was 2

{ecent looking girl, about eighteen,

who had all the appearance of inno-

cence and rufticity. Im_mediatlcly fol-

{owed a half pay “officer,. .with his

(word ‘in his hand, and a ftrolling

player, who had been unfuccefsfully

trying his fortune at Cork. - They
oo s %+ placed
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placed themielves like two fupporters,.
on ‘each fide Chloe, who' feemed no
way diflatisfied: with: the familiarity
that prefently enfued.. |

It was now twilight, and [‘eafily
perceived .that ‘each of her admirers,,
(for fo-they both profefled themf{elves)
made {o free with her charms, that
they were both hand in hand 1n .the
moft critical fituation.

‘This rencounter,  though hand in
band, was not productive of the moft
amicable confequences; for the cap-
tain infifted upon immediate fatisfac-
tion, and . the rivals both’ jumped out
of the waggon; the fon of Mars was
armed, but the fon of Thefpis had no
ether: weapon than his fifts, and:as the
quarrel Had arifen: from meeting hand
in hand, it was agreed. to degide it filk
and: fift.

Though
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Though the captain did not want
courage, he wanted ftrength and fkill
in the Broughtonian art; whereas his
antagonift would at leaft have done as
much honour to the boards of that ce-
lebrated bruifer, near Oxford-road, as
ever he could to the Hibernian ftage.
The captain had what is called a belly
full, with two black eyes, and a bloody
nofe.

Chloe being of the fame opinion
with all her fex, that
““ None but the Brave deferve the Fair.”

As foon as the captain had {unk into
the arms of Morpheus, yielding to the
arms of Ranger, and made him and
herfelf completely happy. Repeated
blifs, added to the late confli®, made
him in turn {ubmit to the influence of
the drowiy god.. |

The
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The captain ‘refrefhed with  fleeps
recovered his {pirits; and finding:his
adver{ary andirival c:omplf;tei)} compo=
fed, made his attack in turn upon the
immaculate .damfel. - She'had.no rea-
{on to queftion his prowefs, though he
had not come off vitor; {he was,
however, -inclined to sty him as
champion in the field of Venus, though
he had been unfuccefsful ;in that of
Mars. - She found that, the blead  he
had loft-in;combat, had not diminifh-
ed the ardor of his paffion, which furs
pafled that of his rival, who had re-
linguithed ithe amorous conflict, after
two {light engagements . whereas the
captaimwasg actually,making Hisifourth
attack when Rangeribegan to rouze.
-.dt was now day-light, and both the:
late combatantsihaving received ample
fagisfaGion in all refpects, they became:

VEIry
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very good friends. A keg of brandy
was tapped, which belonged to' the
Captain, and the glafs went round
merrily, and in perfet amity.

After this refrefhment, the lady
found herfelf inclined to fleep, and fhe
foon vyielded to foft and innocent
flumbers, like an immacalate virgin.

Neverthelefs, the reft of the journey
fhe had not fufficient fortitude or chaf-
tity, or whatever it 'may be called, to
refift the importunities either of the
Captain or Ranger.

We may now fuppofe ourfelves in
Londoen; ‘the parties fet down, ' and
poor me upon ‘the point of being ‘de-
pofited in a warehoufe, = till'fortune,

fate, or eaprice, {hould ufher me inte
the world in another form than that
which I then appeared in.

Chloe
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Chloe had decamped with her bun-
dle, and the Captain and Ranger be-
gan to compare notes. ““ In for the
plate by —’ faid the Captain—¢¢ how
are you” ¢ Oh d—n her 1nnocence
and virtue, and all that—I have it,
and - foundly too—no, not foundly, I
made a miftake; it is not fo deep as
a well, nor as wide as a church door,
—but I have it.”

I could hear no more, for I was at
that inftant conveyed to a warehoufe
in Milk-ftreet, and foon after to g
linen-draper’s at Charing-crofs, where
I was next day purchafed by Lady —
and converted into her wedding fmock,
I affifted at confummating the nuptials
—a confummation to her Ladyfhip
devoutly to be wifhed, and remained
in her fervice for fome time, as the
following chapters will evence.

* CHAP.
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C/HcAL P U

|l Scenes in high Lfe; three weeks after
| marriage.

e o

Lord Lovefport’s parlour, tea=cquis
page‘, newfpapers, &cs

Enter' Lord Lovefport, yatwoning.
HAT adamn’d ill fun of luck laft
night—{furely T have done fome-’

thing to_offend the bones, they will
not be reconciled to me. Could I
{uppofe themDutchtoys, and they pof=
fefled all the phlegm and reféntment of
their countrymen, it-would be in vain
to {ue for ‘peace; but! if they are of
Britifh" manufacture, I'hope they will
prove as generous as the country that
hias patronized them, and I'will endea-
vour to make an armiftice’ with them'
this evening, to pave the way for a

lafting friendfhip.

One o'clock

Enter
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