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C-HaAPi e X VI

Minionette enters inte the [ervice of
Count D’ Artois as a procurefi—fic=
ceeds in. Ber megociation with Mrs,
L-b-rt, is handfomely rewarded—
Her intrigue with M. Pouflebier, a
mufqueteer—Her intrigue with M,
Da—/—. The con equences of ber itch
Jor pilfering.

INIONETTE judged this a fa-
vourable opportunity of making

an acquaintance with the "Count,
whofe amours re-echoed through Paris,
and in which fhe thought fhe could
act a very ufeful part to his Highnefs,
and a no lefs ben¢ficial one to herfelf,
With thefe fentiments {he failed not to
ingratiate herfelf as much. as pofiible
with
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with the Count, and to enforce all the
fervices fhe could render him. His
Highnefs thought himfelf happy in
meeting with a woman, fo finely cal-
culated for his purpofe, as he had had
for fome time an Englith Lady in his
eye, whom all the Parifian procurefies
‘had ineffetually endeavoured to ob-
tain for him.

His Highnefs communicated his
defign to Minionette, informing her,
that he was well affured Mrs. L-b-rt,
the Lady in queflion, was comeatable ;
but unfortunately fhe {poke very little
French, and his Duennas could not
{peak a fyllable of Englifh. The cafe
was very different with his prefent ne-
gociatrefs, as fhe fpoke French and
Englith almoft equally fluent. Mi-
nionette accordingly entered upon the

bufinefs




e e S—

AN IRISH SMOCK, &ec. 119

bufinefs, having previoufly /o parte
graiffee, with a hundred Louis d’Ors.

She firft made herfelf acquainted
with Mrs. L-b-t's fituation and con-

nexions in England. She found this-

Lady had lately been feparated from
her hufband, upon a detecion in an in-
trigue with Captain S— of the guards,
who had gained her affe&ions by pro-
mifing her an alegant wis-g-vis; but
not having fulfilled his agreement, fhe
broke with him, and had repaired to
Paris in a fit of picque and refentment.
Minionette, accordingly ' produced a
letter, fuppofed to be written by the
Captain, in which he apologized for
his negle&, and promifed if fhe would
return, to fulfil all his agreements,
The contents of this epiftle exafperated
her ten times more than ever; fhe tore
it, and threw it into the fire, vocife-

rating,

——
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rating, ¢ Treacherousvillain!—do you
think I am to be impofed upon a {e-
cond time 12 So fanthe embafly had
the moft happy effect that could be
devifed, and the Count having been
previoufly made acquainted with her
pmcéu;m‘ for equipages, had ordered
one of the moft elegant that could be
devifed in Paris, with IMrs. [.-b-t’s
cypher and creft. Upon a fignal from
Minionette he made his appearance in
it, and being announced as the coach-
maker he was introduced.

Mrs. L-b-t was greatly aftonithed
when fhe was informed that the bril-
liant carriage at the door wes her’s.
Her amazement increafed at being
informed that 1t was ordered by Count
D’Artois, as fhe declared the bad
never {poken to his Highnefs In her
life, though fhe muft acknowledge it

Was
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was an honour fhe could have withed

for, as the was informed he was one

of the moft polite and accomplifhed
gentlemen in France.”

¢¢ You are miftaken, Madam, faid
the Prince, I, have juft had that feli-
city which furpaffes all honour; when
throwing off his great coat he difco-

vered his ftar; and Mrs: L-b-t foon
recognized his features. Thus taken

by {urprize, the Count flung himfelf
at her feet, and intreated her to accept
of the carriage. His importunities
were {0 polite and perfuafive, that the
by degrees confented, and the next day
{he thone the meteor of all Paris, as
this prefent was accompanied by feveral
others, which enabled her to out-
fparkle the moft brilliant toaft at the

'opera.
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Finding the Count fo extremely
generous, and {o completely to her
mind, we may, without the aid of
forefight, fuggcfi*, that he foon {fup-
plied the place of the difcarded cap-
tain. |

This intrigue was carried on for
fome week at Minionette’s apartments,
without the world’s having any f{ufpi-

cion of it, as both the parties repaired

thither conftantly in difguife, and the
duenna was fo fkilful in her operations,
that the landlady of ‘the houfe was an
intire flranger to any amour being
carried on under her roof.

All Paris, however, were thunder-
ftruck at feeing Mrs. L-b-t on a frd-
den make fo dazling a figure, after
having remained in obfcurity for fe-
veral wecks. She appeared at all pub-
lic places, and gave the 7oz; for being

| a very
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a very fine woman, tall and elegant,

_in her prime, and an Englithwoman,

ihe introduced maay Englith fathions,
which appearing fo uncommonly be-
comming on her, and every woman
fancying fhe can look as well as ano-
ther, if drefled the fame, the Parifian
ladies, in their dithabille, appeared in
the Thuilleries and Palais Royal as
if they were walking in St. James’s
Park.

We may fuppofe, that whilft Mini-
onette was performing thefe good of-
fices for Mrs. L-b-t, the did not en-
tirely forget herfelf. No, fhe had
{foon after her coming to Paris had an
intrigue with a Mufqueteer, who was
a reputed petticoat penfioner ; he there-
fore, never dilated his purfe-ftrings
in behalf of the fair {ex, as he, on the
contrary, thought, as being a very fine

L 2 fellow
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fellow, and an admired ciczfbio, that
the ladies pin-moncy was pin-money for
him. Upon this principle he never
made Minionétte but trifling prefents
of baubles and trinkets of no intrinfic
value, thinking that by prefenting
her his dear felf, the was f{ufficiently
honoured, and that /ove for love was
the greateft barter he could poffibly
make,

Although Minionette had a penchant
for Monfieur Pouffebien, fhe was not
quite of fo difintereft ed a difpofition,
as to think that- her charms were not
deferving of more folid tributes than
tranfitory blifs. ~She refolved, there-
fore, to play a double game the firft
opportunity that oftfered, which was
not far diftant.

Monfieur Du——1, Count Artois’s
private {ecretary, frequcntly attended

him
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him upon his amorous parties, as his
Highnefs could place the greateft con-
fidence in his fecrecy and attachment.
W hilit his Highnefs was amufing him-
felf with Mrs. L-b-t in the bed-
chamber, he frequently entered iato
very agreeable tete-a-fetes with Mini-
onette in the drawing-room, and the
fopha often bore teftimony of, and
{fupported fuch amorous {cenes, as can
better be imagined than defcribed.
Mr. Du——1 had not, however, the
abilities of pleafling like the athletic
M. Pouflebien : but he gratified her
in another refpect, much more to her
advantage. He made her fome valu-
able prefents, and gave her f{everal
pecuniary teftimonies, which did not
a little gratify her avarice, which
feemed to be her predominant paffion.
She, therefare, judicioufly fettled her

L 3 amorous
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amorous fyftem upon a two-fold bafis |
——Du | for profit; Pouflebien for
pleafure.

Such'was the train of affairs, when
Minionette’s natural itch for pilfering
could not be fuppefled ; it apf»eared
to be inherent in her; for at a time
that the might be faid literally to rolt
in money, the could: not refift the
temptation of making free with
Du
with jewels of confiderable value. He
difcovered the theft, and was 'fo en-
raged at her perfidy and ingratitude,
that he refolved to punith her in the
moft exemplary manner, had fhe not
made her efcape from Paris 2 /2 Sour=

I's gold repeating - watch  fet

dimne.
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Minonette returns to England—Is rob-
bed wpon the roady and. reduced to
. great diftrefs—Addvertifes for a tutor-
effes’s place in ‘a boarding-fehool, and
75 accordingly engaged— Her infiduons
arts of debauching - the morals of the
-yaung ladies, by which-feveralwere en-
twed to follow fuch practices as nearly
proved_fatal to them—Is detected in
ber proceedings, turned away, and foon
Jound in the greateft necelfity— Her
connesron with a jolly fack Tar.

ﬁ/?INIONETTE judged it prudent
-E- to return to England, thinking
fhe had made as goed an harveft as-had _
been in her power on: the Continent.
We accordingly a few days after the
late difcovery find her at Oftend, ready
to embark for England.

She
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