Landesbibliothek Oldenburg

Digitalisierung von Drucken

Frailties of fashion, or, the adventures of an Irish smock

interspersed with whimsical anecdotes of a Nankeen pair of breeches

Containing among a great variety of curious connexions between the most
celebrated Demi Reps and Beaux Garcons upon the ton, the secret
memoirs of Madame D'Eon as related by herself ...

London, 1784

Chap. XI.

urn:nbn:de:gbv:45:1-17699

Visual \\Library



AN IRISHISMCCK, &c. 79

fafe in town, with -all that was valu-
able about him.
Juft‘as I reached Hounflow, con-

tinved “'Sam, 1 was accofted by two

footpads, and finding I had only eight-
pence .in my pocket, and that I was
an Irifh bay, lately come from the
Sod, they difmifled me without re-
ducing my zmmenfe fortune.

@aklch P Xl

Sam Scribble’s arrival in. London.—His
meeting with Dick Rant, and their
conerfation nupon theatrical Jubjeéts.
—Sam waits upon a certain great
circulating  librarian—ithe  reception
e meets with.

‘i PON my arrival in London 1
now thought I had reached the
ultimate goal of all my withes ; Iima-

gined
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gined, from what I had heard, it was
impoflible to want money inLombard-
ftrect, with. or without drafts; and
that no man could be deftitute of a
dinner in Leadenhall-market, though
he had not a zbirteener in his pocket.
But alas! I was prefently. convinced
of my errors. Y

. As foon as I got to the ftones end.in
Piccadilly, I confidered my fortune as
immediately made ; indeed, 1 began to
contemplate, whether I thould take a
ready furnithed houfe, or only a lodg-
ing ; whether I fhould keep a fervant
in or out of livery, orboth; true it is,
the fakcination, as I advanced towards
Devonfhire-houfe, carried me fo far,
that I began to debate, whether I
thould order a chariot or a wis-g-vis.
Juft as'1 had reached the fummit of

this delirium, I felt fuch an internal
1ndication




AN IRISH SMOCK, &c. 38t

indication of being extremely hungry,
that my thoughts were all ina mo-
ment turned towards eating. My car-
riage difappeared, my fervant was dif=
miffed, - my apartments diffolved like
the fabric of a vifion, and  nothing
prefented itfelf to 'my view but a—
Strlotn of becf in all its glory,

As T approached Leicelter-ficlds, 1
recolle@ed Dick Rant, who was upon-
the boards in Dublin, had told me:
there was an excellent houfe in Rufiel-
ftreet, Covent-garden. It was the Black-
lion,which now recurred to my memo-
1y, with'all'the allurements he had be-
ftowed upon it. I foon found it outs
and almoft as foon ordered alarge beef
ﬂcak, which I thought the niceft meal
I had ever - met with in my life;
which, added to a pot,of porter, put
me into tolerable good fpirits, which

had
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had not time to fubfide in thédiﬁagrc&
able contemplation of the ftate of my
finances, hefore | faw my friend Rant
enter; we were equally. aftonifhed at
fecing each other; and I received no
finall {atisfacion in oblerving him fo
well dreffed. After he had eat a mutton
chop, and drank a pint. of porter, he
ordered eighteen pennyworth of punch,
which induced me to give him a hint
concerping the flate of my pocket ;
to which he replied, never mind, I
have credit here, and to-morrow  is
pay day at the houfe. I congratulated
him upon his being employed at a
London theatre, where I was told ajl
the performers had good falaries,
That is very true, faid Dick—but to
let-you into the fecret, I am little
more than a dumb waiter—a mere
faggot ; though' I am refolved to give

' myfelf
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myfelf ‘as ‘many airs as ever Garrick
did ; and I abufe the printess of the
bills when they put my name in fmal-
ler letter than the firft rate a@ors—
there is nothing like a laudable ambi=
tion faid Rant, for I intend doing
Othello for my own benefit, though
by the bye, I have but an eighth fhare
Jinit. I'doubt not that will difplay
iy powers, and bring me forward
next year.

By this time it approached twelve
o'clock, and it was neceflary to think
ofa lodging ; this I intimated to Dick,
which I found appeared to give him
fome uncafinefs; faying he had only
one bed, and that Poll D— lived with
him, and probably the might not that
night be called out to a bagnio ; but
added he, I'll chalk your reckoning
with mine—you muft take up your

quarters
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quarters at the Brown-hbear till to-mor=-
row, and at two-o'olock I'll meet: you
here, well: have fomething for the
tooth ; and if you cannotdifpole of
your manufeript, I'll affift you with
a trifle uill youican.

Being an entire ftranger in London,
Ip rfued his dire&ions ; he condu&ted
me to the Brown=bear, when he left
me in a fcene of riot, debauchery and
confufion. As foon as 1t was day-
Light 1 beat- a -retreat ; and having
cleaned myfc—:lf as well as I could, took
2 'walk till the fhops were open.

FHaving been in the bookfelling
trade I could not fail being acquainted
with the greateft dealers, manufac-
turers, and fabricators of romances 1n
London. A certain illuftrious name
-+ Hotborn immediately firuck ‘me,

and I waited upon this Circulating
| L.ibrarian,
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Librarian, whilft he was at breakfaft.
I' could mot at firft make him under-
ftand me, as he was fomewhat deaf,
and was upon the point of enrolling
my name amongft the number of his
{fubferibers, when exerting a Stentorian
voice, I convinced him of his error, and
produced my two volumes.. He ftared
me full in the face, faying, I was a
young author, as he had never feen
me before, and he was acquainted
with moft of the literary faces upon
the town. He then defired me to leave
my manufcript till Monday; but an-
ticipated my fate, by {aying, that
novels were mere drugs now ; that he
had: half' a dozen milleners ‘prentices
in the fentimental way, and four man-
tua-makers journeymen in the epifto-
lary ftile, who wrote by the yard as
they worked at, their trades; that he

Vou. L H had
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had 2 “commodity from ‘them ‘both
good ‘and ¢heap, but it would not tell
finde the /additiondl duty" oh paper
befides Hothing will*do but dotible en-
tendre, dhid ‘they 'are fo° da<—=h’d 'mo-
deft, that theéy will'hot {port a’lufcious
coticéit, “though “it would “carry off4
whole impréflion 3 'bat hoped 1" was
not gquite fo- ferupulous. ' |
T'retired and metiny friend Rént;
accordiiig “to “appéintment, when ‘he
accominodatéd me'with hdlf<a-crown,
advifing ‘itte -not 1o féfife afiy thing
M. ‘Hluftrious ‘might offér, ‘as money
Was vety fcarce. -
On''the Monday I wiitéd -dpon my
book{eller, who ‘told ‘me, ‘the' M. 8.
did Hot it Aim——thathe expu.&ed to
have found it ‘daflied 'and fprinkled
but, ‘however, as' ‘I “had Been ‘at'the

trouble of commg ‘twice, -he “would
aavance
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advance me a guinea, and if it.came to
a {econd-edition, with the lufcious im-
provements he fhould get his operater-
general to. thtow; into it, he would let
me have half-a-guinea more. I doubt
not he took adv_antagc_ of the diftrefs
he faw depiGted in my countenance,
and neceflity compelled me to accept
what this generous Mecznas offered.
From this moment I took an utter
averfion ‘to letters, and have, with the
advice of my friend Rant, come to a
refolution of attempting the boards ;
he is accordingly to introduce me to-
morrow to Mr. Dibble Davis, pro-
feflor-general of the drama, and from
whom I am to receive half a dozen
leflons gratis, on condition of playing
at his next benefit. 4
When Mr. Scribble had got thus
far, a rap at the door wa$ a p{'v_&;ludc to
H 2 the
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the announcing of ‘Mr. Melville, up-
on which Sam took his leave, butnot
-before my mafter had flipt half-a-
crown into his hand, which he thought
would be a neceffary pafiport to the
next cook-fhop.

C H A P. XXIL

The chapter of accidents s—aor, the ad-
wentures of an unfortunate poet, -
man to Sam Scribble. '

N unfartunate author, and an un-
fortunate poet, are nearly {yno-
nimous, and equal’iy prove,rbia]. Poor
Dick Stanza, who was firft coufin to
Sam Scribble, and had treated him
with his lat fhilling at Jupp’s, has
often withed that he could fay with

Shenftone, that his name was inimi=
cal
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