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CoH:A: Riladl X

The humours of an E. O. table, with
Jome well known: charalers in the
gambling circles.

O tempora!—O mores’!
Or'the world asir goes.

N-EANY of Lour country' readers,
(and we flatter ourfelves that
this work will ‘be: read ' with avidity in
all:parts of the globe) may. not be ac~
quainted with the’ nature: of a game;
which: for fome time paft has been the
moft fathionable; and the moft fatal
of any that has facinated not only the
dupes m the vicinity of §t. James’s, bug
merchants: and> tradefmen in the pur-
lieus of Coveht~garden; and even jour-=
neymen and--mechanics in the neigh-
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62 ADVENTURES OF

bourhood of the Fleet and the Old
Bailey. We fhall, therefore, attempt
to convey an idea of an E. O. table,
which is the irrefiftable magnet of the
blind votaries of blind fortune.

An E. O. table, is of a circular form,
between three and four feet in diame-
ter, the interior is divided from the
exterior, and turns upon an axis,
this mutuable center contains. forty
niches, or patitions, marked alter=
nately E. and O.; a kind of gallery
{furrounds  this part, ‘which forms a
declivity, round which a fmall ball is
circulated, while the interior part-of
the table is in motion, and the wager
# determined by the ball falling in
one of the niches. So far the game
appears very fair and equal ; but when
the reader is informed, that the box-
holder, or proprietor of the table, re-
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ferves to himfelf two holes of the
forty, on condition . of anfwering all
bets propofed ; the great difparity of
chance will eafily appear, as when the
ball falls into either of thefe nichess
called bar-holes, the box-keeper

{weeps all the ftakes. Thus it appears
the box-holder has a pull or advantage

of five per cent. every time the table
goes round, which is in lefs time than
a minute; fo that upon the-fuppofition
that the play continues eight hours, and
there are a hundred pounds every time
depending; ‘the ‘box-holder muft, ac-
cording' to ‘calculation, which in the
long run never fails " gaining - 2400
pounds, agreeable to gamefters reck-
oning calculation.” But admitting that
not near fo large a' fum is invariably
played for, and that the play does nog
continue eight hours, the advantage
on. the fide of the box-holder remains

proportionably the fame,
2 Our
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Our readers diftant from the metro-
polis, or thofe who have not caught
the rage of the fathionable vowels, as
they are ftiled, wiil be aftonithed that
any rational beings, who ‘know that
two and two “conftitute four, would
rifk their money, and their ready mo-
ney, forall ftakes are depofited, at fo
very great a difa‘dvantage. It is' true
that fome modeft box-holders; in order
to gain ‘more cuftom than their frater
nity, have,in circular hand- bills, which
notify the places of thefe affociations,
reduced their advantage to a fingle
barhole ; but though this reduion
of the former pull - {till evidently
gives a moft intolerable ‘advantage to
the box-keeper ; it has not been
adopted but by a few of the inferior fort
of table-keepers. - But their latent

pulis are ftill greater then all the reft ;
a8
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as-it has been clearly proved, that in
their bar=holes: ‘are concealed real:
magnets, and in- the :balls are inferted,
fmall ‘globes of fteel..
. 'T'oconclude this defcriptive account:
of E, O. T fhall only add, that it owed:
its origin to whst is called gold and
filvery or, G. S..inftead of E. O. buta
late actiof parliament‘ having particu-
larly fpecified ' that game among the
number of unlawful ones; to. evade
the: penalties inflicted by that law upon
the table-holders, as well as players of
that game, . the letters. were changed,.
and:{fome are G. R, tables, and a ball.
inftead of an index made to determine
the fate of the wagers.

So much for the hiftory of the game;
I {hall now introduce the reader into
company with my. mafter, to a cele-
brated. E. O. rendezvous under the
Piazza, Covent-garden, |

TR The
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The firft peffon- we {aw was ah 4c-
tor ranting in- true tragic numbers in
one corner of the room for the lofs of
his laft fhilling : he had narrowly ef-
caped from the houfe and the bailiffs,
whom he had reafon to think were
waiting for him below flairs. Per-
ceiving my mafter enter; he recovered
himfelf, in fome degree, 'and in ap-
proaching having made him acquaint-
ed with his misfortunes, I felt a hand
come into the right-fide pocket, when
half-a-guinea was extracted, and fe=
cretly conveyed to the unfortunate {fon
of Thefpis, who returned to the table,
and, by reverfe of fortune, in lefs than
an hour, not only recovered il the
money he had loft, but was ten gui-
neas gainer.

In the mean while, Frank was not
unfuccefsful ; for I found my burthen

greatly increafe, while I doubt nothis
heart
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heats lightened. ~ Juft as I found’ my
ftock had been encreafed by an addi-
tional five guineas, @ piftol was heard
to-go off in the w=ra, which- greatly
alarmed every one prefent ;. and -in-
formation was immediately brought
up (tairs, that the young. man who
had been fo remarkable unfortudate alk:
the evening, and was (uppofed to have:
loft near a thoufand pounds; had gohe:
down ftairs, retired backwards; and
there deftroyed himfelf:

The: confternation was very great
amongft all the parties pre'fent, and' the-
more judicious judged it highly pru-
dent to retire, it being imagined, as
{foon as information reached: the peace
officers inthe next ftreet of what had
happened, ' fome of the myrmidons
from 'that quarter might appear, to
" makeenquiries, notonly into the caufe

of
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of the deceafed’s death; ‘but mightalfo
take into cuftody fuch as were prefent;
and confine them all night, .to’ giva
an account of themfelves the next
day.

In this opinion my mafter and Buf-
kin. retired,. and meeting  with poor
Sam Seribble ynder’ the Piazza, they
took him into the Shakefpear, where
a good fapper was ordered, a circam-
ftance that threw Sam into very fine
{pirits, as he acknowledged he had
not yet-broke his faft that day, though
he had not been thus abftemious ac-
cording to proclamation.

After {upper, Sam was Very enter~-
taining, and gave fome anecdotes of
his life, which we thall referve for the
next chapter,: d4s the converfation wag
mnterrupted by the mafter of the houfe,
who, upon introdueing 2 magnum bo-

num,
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num, ‘and-drawing!the’ cork, 'gave a
lamentable account of the cataftrophe
which had happened next door.

He faid, ithe. yoting man who had
thot himfelf that night, had been
brought in there, and that by the pa-
pers which were found in his pockert,
he appeared tobe a banker’s clerk, and
had been colle&ting cafh for his maf=
ter that morning, to the amount of
above' nine' hundred pounds, every
fhilling of which he had loft, and
which had, doubtlefs, driven him to
executetherath deed he had perpetrated.

This information'induced the com-
pany to go ‘and view the body, when
wy mafter and Bufkin recognized him,
though they had not taken particular
notice of him at'the table. This me-
lancholy: ‘affair damped “the converfa-
tion, and  made’ the company retire:

not
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not early, but pofitively fooner than
they otherwife would have done.

€ HAP.<FX,

Tle morning.— A vifit from Sam Serib=
ble— His bifory—Literary, aduven=
tures i - Dublin— His reception by
the Irifh bookfellers.— Refolves tovifit
England, and repair to the Emporium
of learning, wit, and genius—as well
as wealth.

WHEN my mafter returned home
at night, he examined the con-

tents of my pockets (which the reader
may think, perhaps, was making very
free ; butaswe had but one purfe be-
tween us,- it occafioned no, difference)
and to his inexpreflible pleafure found:
he was. forty-four ‘guineas in pocket,
befides.
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