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Frailties of fashion, or, the adventures of an Irish smock

interspersed with whimsical anecdotes of a Nankeen pair of breeches

Containing among a great variety of curious connexions between the most
celebrated Demi Reps and Beaux Garcons upon the ton, the secret
memoirs of Madame D'Eon as related by herself ...
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AN IRISH SMOCK; &c. 43

what ¢ Out at the elbows” § he puar-
chafed, and put me on: immediatelys
leaving his old ones for which he was

allowed the capital fum of fix~penced

£ HAAP, VI

Minonette is detelted n robbing ber
miftrefs of ber ‘diamond-crofs, and'is
surned away—takes the Irifh’ Snock,
which fhe had often worn, with ber.
Her anrours, €¢.-<Becomes acquainteq
with a bighwayman, who furnifbes bes
witl  Bank-notes ‘to a confikrable
amount-—her manner- of concealing
them.— Fer adventures on board the
Dinperial packet.— An interviee with
Jew Brokers at Amflerdam. |

E ADY Lovefport, ‘upon Her: arria
val' in “the metropolis, repaired
to her milléner’s, and there fent for

E 2 her




g4 -ADVENTURES OF |
her; trufty Abigail,” Minionette, to

| &now the flate of domeftic affairs.
| She “was informed that his Lordfhip
had given ftri¢t orders, that her Lady-
thip fhould never pafs his threfhold
i again ; he had difcharged Minionette,
and ordered her to take her clothes
| away that very day ; and that the had
i | left his lordfhip in confultation with |
I two lawyers, whom he had fent for. l
. Her ladyfhip now became recon-
ciled to her fate, agreed to keep Mi-
nionette in her fervice, and ordered r
her to feek for a convenient lodging ;
and at the fame time to bring all Lady
Lovefport's clothes with her when
1 {he brought her own.
i Thefe commiffions were puné&ually
| executed, and fhe provided her Lady-
thip next day with very convenient
lodgings in upper Brook-flreet.

The
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AN'IRISH SMOCK, &c. 55

The Captain, who lay all night in
the hay-loft concealed by the pofti-
lion, did not dare to emerge from
his obfcurity till he judged his Lord-
fhip’ had beat' a retreat. He then
made enquiry after her Ladyfhip, and
found that fhe had juft decamped.
Luckily ‘the Captain recovered his
clothes, a circumftance that might
not have occured if he had waited
only a few minutes longer, as nobody
had been in"the chamber from the
timeof Lady L’s departure. “'This re-
covery ‘was highly agreeable, not only
on account of being enabled to make 2
decent appearance, upon his return to
London; but alfo with refpe& to
his ' pocket-book, which' contained
Bank-notes toa confiderable amount ;
and in his breeches fob was a very
valuable gold wateh,

Affairg
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6 _ADVENTURES QF

Affairs were in this . train, when
Lady Lovefport mifled her diamonds
crofs, and feveral others things of con=-
fiderable value, many of which were
found in Minionegtte’s trunik, upon
which her Ladyfhip difmiffed her;
but did not judge it prudent to profe-
cute her, as fhe; was too deep in her
fecrets to be rendered a profefled foe.

Minionette had for fome time been
acquainted with a young fellow who
pafled for aman of fortune; he drefled,
gamed, ‘and wenched, like one ;. but
nobody- new from what fource his
finances arofe: 'The fequel may pro-
bably explain the myftery.

‘He one morning called upon Mi-
nionette, and after fome amOyous con+
verfation, and fiill more amorqus dal-
liance, he told her:he believed now
their fortunes were made, if fhe would

exccute
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AN IRISH SMOCK, &c. ‘57

execute a commiflion of which fhe
was very capable, as fhe fpoke the
French language very fluently. Say-
ing this he produced: a handful of
Bank=-notes, but told her at the fame
time they were' not negotiable here ;
that it was neceflary therefore for her
to make a trip to the Continent, and
repair to A miterdam, where (he might
get cath for them. ' ‘The bait was too
tempting for Minionette to hefitate
with refpect to the part the thould a&,
he was then advifed to conceal'the
treafure, aud properly fecure it in her
Sanctum fanclorum, as the cuftom-houfe
officers would not have the infolence
or indecency to examine thofe facred

premifles.
- Sheaccordingly fet' off for Dover
to'go on board an Imperial packet for
Oftend,
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8 ADVENTURES OF

O(tend, and as it failed {o unexpe&edly,

that fhe had not time or opportunity

to remove the concealed Bank-notes

till the got onboard. The Captain

was an Hibernian, and did konour to

his country for his Herculean form,

and his fondnefs of the fair fex. He

had viewed Minionette with a ftrong

penchant from the moment he faw
her ; and, by the converfation that
pafled between them at the inn during

fupper-time, he imagined fhe was not

one of thofe rigid veftals, who would

-fwoon;, except with rapture, at-finding:
herfelf in: the arms of a powerful and

fond admirer. Accordingly he feized

an- opportuyity whillt the was afleep

in the cabbin, to make a {udden at-

tack—when, to his'great {furprize, he

found the citadel already peffeffed-

He




AN IRISH SMOCK, &c 39

He drew forth his rival with rage and
indignation, and beheld a Phippic* of
mitred magnitude, crammed with
bank-notes. Having difpoflefied his
rival, he mounted the ramparts, and
the fortrefs of blifs furrendered with
difcretion.. The reader will doubtlefs
allow the propricty of this expreffion,
as fhe capitulated on condition of ha-
ving her treafure reftored. This a-
greement the Captain moft religioufly
performed ; and during the reft of the
trip, as they were longer at fea than
they expetted, fhe voluntarily yielded
to his embraces, and pafifed the time
in° a manner entirely to her f{atis-
tattion as well as the Captain’s gratifi-
cation.

* Such of our readers as are initiated in the
myfteries of Half-moon ftreet, will be apprifed
of the propriety of this expreflion.

We
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6o ADVENTURES OF

We {hall’ now fuppdfe Minionette
at'Amfterdam; {urrounded «by' a par-
cel of Jew ' brokers, who being in
the' fecret ‘of the Bank-notes having
been ftolen, asi they ‘were “already ad- -
vertifed in the London papers, offeréd
her a mere fong for them. ' In.a word,
for a hundred ' pounds, fhe was ob-
liged to take tWenty, and io in pro-
portion, ' _ ;

Ere: {he had completely, negotiated
this-bufinefs, fhe Jearut by the Eng-
lifh prints, that her patamour, who
had fupplied her with the notes, had
been taken up, tried, and condemned
for a highway robbery. Having gain-
ed this 1ntelligence, fhe refolved not
te return to England in a hurry, but
to vifit France, and_rcpair to Paris.

“CHAP.




AN IRISH SMOCK, &c. 61

CoH:A: Riladl X

The humours of an E. O. table, with
Jome well known: charalers in the
gambling circles.

O tempora!—O mores’!
Or'the world asir goes.

N-EANY of Lour country' readers,
(and we flatter ourfelves that
this work will ‘be: read ' with avidity in
all:parts of the globe) may. not be ac~
quainted with the’ nature: of a game;
which: for fome time paft has been the
moft fathionable; and the moft fatal
of any that has facinated not only the
dupes m the vicinity of §t. James’s, bug
merchants: and> tradefmen in the pur-
lieus of Coveht~garden; and even jour-=
neymen and--mechanics in the neigh-

Vou. I. F bourhood
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