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red together; but what became of

them afterwards I cannot at prefent
tell, -

CH ACBI XX

Curious anecdotes af the celebrated My
WIN——1mn; in which are difplayed many
whimfical [ituations, and unexpected
gratifications,~—Her man  Thomas's
good. fortune interrupted by a: certain
Jon of Thefpis.—Succeeds him in his
principal charadter— Fatal effects of
ber coachman’s good luck, &c. &¢.

E’T 15 time now to look after the.
Nankeen Breeches, which ere this

had been transferred through - the
agency of a long bearded Levite, under
the defeription of an old ciothes man,
to little Ifaac, Mirs. N—n’s foot-.
man, whom they fitted to a nicety—
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i
for be it remarked—though he was !
nick-named /iztle ffaac, from that cha- |
raGer in the Duenna; he was a lad

of confiderable parts as well as pene-
tration, as the fequel will clearly

vince.

The public hiftory of Mrs. N—n
is fo well known, that it would be
impertinent here to -a"';wgi-l upen it ;

but there are fome private anecdotes

concerning this Lady, as well as the
celebrated Lady W-—rf—y, which
have not tran{pired, that will, donbt-

lefs, prove agtecable and fatisfactory

to the curious reader.

It has doubtlefs appeared {fomewhat
extraordinary upon her * trial, that
"Thomas ‘C——==pe, her coachman,
fhould ranx among{% the it of her i
paramours, before and after fhe made

experiment of Oxonians ; actois; whe
played
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played perfectly well and entirely to
her fatisfaction, as well as fquires and
men of rank; but the caufe of this
intimacy is ftill to be revealed, for
though her man ‘Thomas could cope
with moft women, let their calibres
be what they might, he would not
have had the effrontery to have at-
tacked his miftrefs, had not a whim-
fical circumftance occurred that fa-
voured the attempt and accomplithed
his defign.

Mr. B
appointment with her that day pre-

the a&or had made an

cifely ot one o’clock ; but one of the
Bath managers calling upon him, they
difcourfed fo long upon the theatrical
matters, that Mrs. N~——n began to
be out of all patience, and with deep
piw.iloibphical refearch, like her name-
fake, Sir lfaac, fhe was meditating

the
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the difcovery of a new pri{fm. She:
threw up her chamber-window, and
leaning out, obferved Thomas and
Ifaac in converfation. Ifaac, like his.
great ipredeceflor of the fame name,
{he judged was in pofieflion of a very
valuable prifm; but notwithftanding
many indiret overtures the had made
him, to examine it, he had hitherto,,
eitber through bathfulnefs, or for
want of more explicit declarations,
conftantly concealed it.

"he {ubject of Thomas and Ifaac’s
converfation at this juncure was as
whimf(cal as their miftrefs’s reveries s
faid Ifaac, ** Tom, now is your time,
if yoﬁ have a mind to make a bold:
puth—ithe has been this hour impa-
tiently waiting for the aor, and I
am pofitive you can fupply his place
entirely to my Lady’s {atisfaion—for,

poor




e ——

AN IRISH SMOCK, &c. 141

poor gentleman, fhe has made him
rehearfe {fo often, that his pipe is
almoft fore.” Tom took the hint,
and being in a complete mettlefome
mood; crept up ftairs, Mrs. N——n
ftill leaning out of the window, and
cogitating upon nothing but natural
philofophy, and the powerful effeéts
of a well applied prifm. Having en-
tered the chamber unperceived, and
fhut the door, he boldly made an af=
favlt @ /a Levretfe. Mrs. N swme——n
was not infenfible or difpleafed at this
unexpected attack, which far furpafled
what fhe expected.

After the fecond lounge; fhe cried in
extaly, ¢¢ Heavens! who is that ¢”
 Only your man Thomas,” replied
the coachman,’ < Oh, very well,” re-
fumedMrs. N n,*‘driveoncoach-
man! driveon as faft'as you pleafe ;

you
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A
| 1‘f| you are as good a whipper in as yow '
i are a driver.”
-' j At this very critical period Mr.
B—tt entered, and fuprifed Thomas
A | i histaft coup d’¢ffaz.  He {hrunk and
1 it retired.—¢¢ Heavens! Madam)” f{aid
1 the hero of the boards—¢ What do L
e feel”
| « Oh I replied Mrs. N—, with |
L great fang froid, for fhe was pretty
| i +  cool ‘by this time ; ¢ Is it you, youw
: fi keep your engagements very punctu-
Hil ally—if you do not play your part

better upon the dramatic {tage, than
that of gallantry, I do not wonder

H' you ftand fo much in need of a promp-
ter ?’—<¢1 find, Madam,” he replied,
with fome warmth, ¢ You f{tand in
| need of no prompter—but a ftallion ; '
'- ' : and 1f you cannot get him, asyou muft

have
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have fomething out of the flable, you
put up with the coachman!”

¢« You feem warm Mr. B-——-—, he
was only your locum tenens, and no
bad one, I can aflure you.”

¢ | believe not, from what I could
perccive, when your tenant was cjet-
ed, unable any longer to pay the win=
dow-tax.” Saying this, be turned
upon his hecl, and left her to herown
meditation, which foon concentered
in thefe refolutions.. Thomas thall be
put upon 2 better eftablithment—he
mu(t be paid for ordinaries and extra=-
ordinaries, for he cannot perform dou-
ble duty without receiving a double fa-
lary ; befides, it will be necefary that
the cook receive intimation, that {trong
{foups and viper broth be prepared. for
this induftrious driver.

Mrs.
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Mrs. N—_n having ratified thefe
refolutions zem. con. in her own breaft,
fhe rang for Thomas, who immediate}y
made his appearance, when fhe pre-
fented him with five guineas, as a {pe-
cimen of her future generofity for his
expected good fervices.
Tom having received this teftimo-
ny of his miftrefs’s benevolence, he:
repaired to the kitchen, and acquainted
little Iaac with his good fortune, and
his perfpeive views ; at the fame time
infifted upon treating him with a bowl:
of punch for the lucky hint he had
gwen him; nay, in the fulhefs
of his glee, and the expanfion of his
heart, he offered Ziztle lfaac a moiety
of his amorous perquifites, but the
youth with his ufual modefty refufed :
it ; however, as he had not yet paid
Abraham for his nankeen breeches, |
and
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and he was to call the next morning ;

he was purfuaded to accept of half-a-
cuinea, to liquidate the demand of the
Levite.

Thomas having fucceeded Mk,
B—tt in his moft capital as well as
lucrative charadter, it was necefiary
for him often to exhibit; but in this
perfonification it unfortunately hap-
pens that prattice diminifhes powers
and abilities, and the more a performer
reprefents a practical lover’s part, the
lefs capable he is of approving himfelf
a Rofcius on the Cyprian boards. Ne-
ver'was this obfervation more com-
pletely verified than in the cafe of poor
Thomas, whothouzh he had hitherto
been able to Cope with all the fex,
found a N—n infatiable; her A 0=
rous refearches were like Sir Ifaac’s
aftronomical ones, extended from pole
to pole, and like his:(til] ungratified,

Vor. I, N il
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{1ill excited by inexhauftible curiofity
—at leaft.

In fine, after a few weeks had elapfed
from the time that Thomas had enter-
ed up nis new vocation, he became
‘in a declining ftate—{trong foups and
viper broth loft their efficacy; and
from a ftout bodied coachman, thus
embodied, he was emaciated, and re-
duced to a mere {keleton. No hand-
kerchiefs was now thrown as the fig-
nal for rapture—No little {tones fung,
in hopes of having them returned with
great ones. Vide 9 WIE ARk b e By

In this dilemma what could Mrs,
N—ndo? B—ggs and B—tt had
been difcharged as worn out in the
{ervice. Thomas was now an inva-
lid, and where muft the look for fo-
Jace, in fo defperate a fituation ? A
happy thought ftruck her, whilft her
head lay ruminating upon her pillow,

to
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to appoint a {fucceflor to Thomas, with
which the reader f{hall be made ac-
quainted in the il‘mcccding chnptei‘.

CH AP X%

Epiflolary. correfpondence between Lady
W—yand Mr, N—n— Little Ifaac
15 put Lo the tefl, and approves b=
Self worthy of the recommendation he
carries with bim to Lady W—y.—
Amorous frofic, in various Aretin’s
attitudes, &s.

T the clofe of the laft chapter we

prepared our readers for a happy
thought which ftruck Mrs. N—an.
We fhall foon reveal it. An epifto-
lary corrrefpondence had for fome time
fubfifted between Mrs. N—n and
Lady W—y ; their ideas were {o con-
genial, and their fentiments fo fym-

N 2 - pathetic
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