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To the moft Noble PRINCE,

HENRY,
 Duke of  Beaufort,

Marauis and: Earl of Wor-
ce?)er, Earl of Glamargan,
Baron Herbert, and Lord
of Chepftow, Raglzz?zd and
Gower, Lord-Lieutenant

of -the County of South-
ampton, Lord Warden. of

the New Foreft, and One
of her MA]ESTYS moft

Honourable Privy-Coun=
cil, &

M'ly it pleafe your GRrACE,

lowing Papers. mzzler it
= feem proper, that ibey
ﬂarmld be prefented 1o your Grace;

g for




The Dedication.
Jor fmce yon have been admitted
20 Her Majesty’s Conncil | it 45
convenient you (bould [ee all the
Meafures that have been taken by
Perfons advanc’d 10 the like Sta-
tion, M. Gabricl Naude, who
was the Author of the Frerich,
fromwhich this is a Tranflation, is
accounted oneof the moft Celebrated
Genius’s of the latter Age, for bis
Knowledge of Men and Books; the
Vaviety-and Extenfrvene(s of bis
Converfation, and bis good For-
tune in being admissed to the Ser—
vice of the maft illuftrious Perfons
then 1 Europe, His Wifdom,
Prudence, good Humonr and T em-
perance recommended him fo far,
that baving fludied Phyfick in
Padua,with the famons M. Patin,
under Mr. Morcau , and being

Ve




The Dedication.

return'd from bis Travels, be was
in the Year 1630, being then a-
bout Thirty, fent by Cardinal Ri~
chelicu upon an efpecial Occafion
10 Rome, where be remain’d a-
bove twelve Years as Library
Keeper to the Cardinal de Bagni,
a Perfon that bad improv’d bim=
felf Jo far in all good Autbors
relating to Politicks, and efpeci=
ally in Ariftotle’s Rbetorick which
was bis Favonrite, that Cardinal
Pamphilio, who afierwards fuc=
ceeded by the Name of Innocent
 the Tenth, faid be fear'dno other
Rival befides bim for the Pope-
dom ; but Death prevented is.
Myr. Naude was afterwards Li=
brary Keeper to Antonio Barba-
rini Nepbew to Pope Urban VI1I.
Upon bis coming back fiom Rome
s be




The Dedication.

be was admitted into the' Service
of the Cardinal Mazarine, of whofe
Penetration  into  Mankind the
wholeWorld # (enfible. - To thefe
Patrons beowed bis Prefermentsof
Canonof 'V erdun and Prior of Ar=
tigednthe Limoifin. - Queen Chri-
{tina, whorefolv'd to make Sweden
famous by “ber Enconragement of
Learning, invited bim 2o Stock=
holm, where (be (henzd bim parti=
enlar NMarksof ber Effeem. Upon
bis Journeyrhence be died at Abbe
villein the Year 165 3, and [o hin=
dredus from [everal thingsbe bad
defegrn’'d to perfect,  Pardon this
Jhort Acconnr of the Author, for it
zin_fome Meafure an Apology for
the Prefumptionof the Dedication ;
Jfor I wonld bave nothing approach
your Grace, but what bad formerly

been




The Dedication.

been fo farveceiv’din the World as
thas it might jufbifie its appearance
oirce again in Publick. Y

T he Autbor in bis VWork bas made
a fiifficieny Apology for bis [earch=
ing {o'fir intothe Secretsof State,
and (hewy'd that a great Spirss can
bave o Prejudice, bus ratber reap
Adoantage from the difcovery of
them. Now if Yonrh nnder all the
Temptarions of the World,can pro-
diice commendable Attions firring
the Dignity of a Per{on’s Birth and
Grandenr 5 If the firicteft Rules of
Qeconomyare preferv'd, and T em=
perance mixdwitbthe [weeteft Af=
fability be always the Produl. of
bis Converfation, either in Friend=
[bip ar Gonjugal Affection, the nicef?
Trials of Humanity, what may be
expeited from the finifb'd Tears of

fuch




The Dedication.

fuch' a One, when be knovss the
Rocks and Quick=Sands be s to
avoid, and bas no other Port in
wiew but where bis Anceftors [afely
barbonr'd. . It cannot be doubted
sherefore bus the Virtues and Ho~
nour inberent in your Grace's Fa-
mily and Perfon, will always con-
dut you through the Difficulties of
Stave Affsirs,and guard yon againft
the Crafis of Policy, preferwing yon
 in the- LUt of your Countrymen
and the Fawonr of your Prince.
That your Grace will accept of
shis firft Effay of my Gratitude,
is the ntmoft Ambition of

Y our Grace’s moft oblig’d,

moft dutiful humble Servant

WiLriam Kine.



PREFACE

Ofthe PUBLISHER

PO Tk

=1 H LS. Book baving been rote on-
Ly fonthe Satisfaltion of a parti-
2l cular Perfon, therevere but twelve
\ Gopics printed, ~which never ap-

card but in [ome few Clofets, where they al-
ways beld the Sirft Rank amongft fuch Pieces
a5 gwere curiows: But Chance baving given me
a Copy, 1 thought 1 fhould not a little oblige
the Publick, by prefenting them with a Trea-
[fure, which before bad lain in the Hands of
wery fow Perfons. This, join'd o the Meris
of the Author, and that of the Work, both
wwhich were wrong'd, by not being kncwn, o0b-
lig’d me to put it to the Prefs, and to add the
Tranflations of the Greek, Latin, aod Ita-
B lian




74 (2)

lian Quotations, that are in the Body of the
Book;, that, fo.more Pegple uizly.be capable of
I underlanding the worth of it s ~and-tha: it
g wnight bave ‘that-Perfeétion, which ﬁ?ﬁl'd only
: to be wanting to it > They wwho tead, 1wl ad-
. mive; this Treatife, and canndt bus be pleas'd
i to bave [o°tarea Picce impurted to" then,

W
RS
& | \”{zﬂ?,h
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PREFACE

OF THE

" AUTHOR

THIS Book was not compofed to pleafe
all the World 5 if the Author had
had that Defign, he would not have wrote
in the Style of Montagne and Charon, whom
he knows to be difagreeable to feveral Per-
fons, by réaforiof their great number of La-
tin Quotations, - But-ag b fet about it, only
out of Obedience to his’Maffer, she was ob-
liged to keep to the fame Difcourfes, and re-
late the dame Authorities witich the made
ufe of in fpeaking to his Eminency. , So like-
wife it is not to render this Track publick,
that he hasput it to the Prefs; ‘which was
{et to work, only at the Command, and for
the Satisfa&ion of that great Prelate, who
cannot read any thing with Pleafure, unlefs
it be printed; and for this Reafon would
have twelve Books printed off, inftead of fo
many Manufcript Copies, which fhould have
been diftributed. I know very well, that
tliis Number is too fmall to let the Book be

B2 perufed




(4)
perufed by as many Perfons as Balzac’s
Prince , and Silbon’s Miniffer. But as the
Things it treats of are fo much more impor-
tant, fo it is likewife neceflary they thould
be the lefs common. ;Ih a Word, the Author
had no other Defign, but 'the Satisfaction of
his Eminency, both in the Compofition and
Publication of thefe Papers.




S

ToMy LORD,"
. The Moft E.mi_nent

Cardinal De BAGNI,

My Beft, -and I\’IoftfH'onou_réd MASTER,

Non equidem hoc ftudeo, Bullatis ut mibi nugis,
Pagina turgefeat dayg pondus idmea fumo:

Secreti !cl'//uimur, tibi nune, Hyrtante Gamana.
Excutiendn damus precordia. (Pc;:f. Sat. 5.)

T'is not indeed my Talent to engage
In lofty Trifles, or to {well my Page
With Wind and Noifé ; but treely o impart,
Astoa F1'icnrlf,"|:._11c\-5c:.c-‘fﬂ5'_-w:‘: my Heifties,  Mr Doydan
My LogD, Sl
ance Tou (zf"g'ﬂm_r_'dp"ﬁﬁfi}}f@v’;’anj@!ing thofe
Honours, which are #he) Recompence of
your Merits, ané?{lg’;ﬂiﬁ%?nﬁlﬁ{Repaﬁ’, which
“you bave bappily acqut? d-by Your Publick 4d-
minifirations of [even Governments, one Vice-
legatefhip, and two Nunciatures, I thought I
could not better employ that Leifure which
your Goodnefs, and extraordinary Bounty bave
made me_likewife a Partaker of, than by enter-
taining You with thofe re wd Maxims of Po-
B licy,

W




(6)
licy, and thofe great Affairs of State, by the
Conduét of which, Tour Excellency bas made
your Prudence o vemarkable, that the great
Genius’s wwho govern all Europe- at- prefont,
remain aftonifyd at it, and bave never [uc-
ceeded therver iin: their; moft difficult Delibera-
tions &nd Enterprizes, than when they bave
been managed by . the happy Advice thas You
bave been plenfed ‘to give them.' For,

s iarhour Pear e Cut #he. foanming Tide,
When Teucer bids usgo, and Teucer is our
Guide.
Wi} defperandum Teucro diice, & aufpica
Teucro.




CONSIDERATIONS
UPON:«

RefindPoliticks, ¢

CHAPB L

_O_bje&'iom- that, may-be made againft
this; Difeonrfe .. with their neceffary
Anfwérs, _ :

@2 Had no fTooner, with much Ap-
plication, drawn, the firft Lines
of this Difcourfe, but that I
: ) found my, {elf encompals’d with
VSRS two powerful Difficulties {uffi-
cient . in my Opinion, to have hindred any
other Perfon, that had lefs Courage and Af-
fection to the work thanmy felf, from going

B 4 any




3 Conﬁdemtiom upon

any farther, and to have chill’d the warmeft
Blood and vigorous Spirit in the purfuit of
thefe Refolutions which may appear. no - 1éfs
dangerous than ‘extraordinary.  For’if the
Judicious Poet Horace (Ode 2. Book2.) could
ingenioufly tell”his Friend Pollio; who was
going to write the Hiftory of the Civil Wars
that happen’d in his time,

Periculofee plemmn apus ‘alee
Tratlas, © incedis per ignes

Suppofitos inksi ‘dolafo :

3 K 2full 26E) Boubiful ichandd, [ 15 77
Through a vaft Plain you muft advance,
—Where treacherous-Cinders_hide the
Lurking Fire.

The Work to which you now-afpire;

What good Sticcefs éan’ be expected from
any Enterprife that is much ynore rath and
difficult; Yor'not fo fpeak of the Dinger therd
i5'n ##Ying ‘10 ‘pénetiate. into' the Adions of
Princes, and to lay that open andwnaked to
View,which they always endeavour to conceal
by a thoufand Artifices, there are ftill two o-
thers of no'lefs confequence, one of which, as
Fconceive, may'régard 4nd rouch your Berfon,
55 T'find'the-other will concerh my own.

", As' 1o the “firft, Tt fhall freely fay, with
that Poct"who-has treated of 'Philofophy in
Yuch béattiful "Verfe: «hat he is’flow the fin-
_sle Maintamer-of s Sect; r.

......

748 » 8 llud




".Reﬁn,d Pﬂlltl-(:kj't > 9

o Dlud-in bis rebus vereors ne forte vearis
i Ipia terationts inive elementa, | viamyy

Indugredi fveletis. (Lucretius' Book 1,):-%

“ If you tfhall ftart at thefe bold Truths
and fly . . e Y

Thefe Lines, 2 Maxims of Tmpiety. .
o : L o Mr. Creecht, -

(U At 1éaft T i reafon ught- tosfear, that ¥
fould wound the ‘Ears“or ‘offend” the Eyes
of ‘your Eminency, 'and difturb the  Swreet-
néle and ‘Goodnels of your Nature as well
4s the Quiet'and Integrity of your Mind, by
the'Récital of fo'many Deceits, Tricks, Vio-
lences, 4nd other“the like unjuft and tyfan-
nical ' A&iorsy (as they“appear at firft?)
which T muft hereafter relate, explain, “and
defend. _

SO0f Fneas, one of the moft refolute Com-
manders amonft'the Ancients, Wwas{o mov'd
with Pity at the Recital only of the facking
and ' Ruines of Troy, which he made to the
Queéen ‘of Carthage , “thit 'he began ‘it with
thefe Words, ® 10

Qianquam animus meminifle horret Luéiug,

) refugit.) Virgil w2,

Great Queen ;, what you command me to
relate,

Renews the fad Remembrance of our Fate.
' Mr., Dryden.

And




10 Confidekarions, upon

Andif an Emperor who neverthelefs could
not efcape the Name of Cruel; faid one day
to a-Magiftrate, who brourrht a'Sentence to
fign,’ by which two ‘poor Wretches were.to |
be, condemned..; Dunzzm nﬂﬁ;?r"m Literas
F'wifh I'knew not how to wtite,' ( Seneca
Book 2. of Clemency.)  May not you have
much’ mor¢, reafon to wifh® you'had “never
feen "this Difcourfe , fince it entertains you
withpothing but what is difagreeable to your
Candour and-good Nature 5, thould not 1 do
much better to, follow the Advu:c of Selomon,
Corgm.-Rega: tup noli videri. fapiens Donl:
feam, 101 /be;, Wife, in: the.Prefence of your
Prirce.y and pecfue; thofe, Studies in which
1 hal\,q been converfant from, my Xouth,. ras
thexthan appeac. b@fqre you \mth thefe ex»
trayagantd Notions, , as. Diegnotus did with his
before Ale xmszer, “that he might look on him
as a great Engineer; and Archite&. . May I not
appsehend. that I thall have the {ame. Succefls
thas! Phosmwio the Grammamn had with.his
Qreation |, conggrningthe Art of, War,, fpoke
befoye Heamnibal, whoiwas cﬁeemad the greaty
eft General of his Age

And, in truth, when I confider how ill
Diany provided writly means to accomplifh fo
great an Undertaking,.whick is.another dif-
ficulty ; I have almoft a mind to proceed
no farther But to quit’it entirely.

‘Shall I that am but a Novyice in thefe Fxer-
cifes feem fo bold 2s to intrude into Myfte-
sies which arc more conceal’d than thofe of
the




Refin'd Politicks. £1

the FEleufinian Goddefs, without being firft
initiated ; with-'what affurance can I pre-
{uime to enter 1nto' the depth of fuch Affairs,
to' penetrate into the Cabinets of the Great,
and advance even to that Sanfyary where
they form their bold Defigns, without hav-
ing had the Addrefs and Converfation of thofe
who manage them ? I couldnot fure be an-
ory with any Perfon, who -fceinE ne perfift
1n _this refolution fhould judge that this was
to put-a Violence upon Nature which never
pafies {o fuddenly-from ene extreme to the
other ; sorite-fpeak more moderately of it
that there was more Boldnefs than Reafan
in. endeavouring to fail upon the wide Seas
without a,Compafs , or in engaging my, felf
in:a Labyrinth of Subtiltigs and refin'd: Polis
ticks , without -having in :my Hand ithat
Thread of: Knowledge, which might extriz
cate me thence with the Succefs of a fiyoy-
yable Iffwe: i+ For. it is not.liere as with thofe
Perfons ‘who 'look upon the Sun with, tha
lefs'difficulty, ‘the farther they-are from him;
or with Painters amongft whom the fhorfef
fighted make the beft PiGtures i '‘But rathey
this Political Prudence is like to Prozeus | - of
whom ’tis “impoflible to have any - eertain
Knowledge; - till after having defcended i
fecreta fenis, into the old Man’s Secrets; and
having with a fix'd and piercing Eye contern-
plated all his Diverfity of® Figuires, Motions,
and Metamorphofes, by swhich,

o Fit




12 Conﬁdemtiom npon

‘ —Fit [ubito, fus borridus, Atraque Tigris
Squamofufqs Draco & fulva cervice Leana,
o 200 (Virg: Georgicks Book 4.)

“*“He not unmindful of his ufual Art
Firft in diffembled Fire attempts to. part,
““Then roaring Beafts and running Streams
he tries,
And wearies all his Miracles of Lies.
Mr. Dryden.

o{However'as the young Ariftens was not
deterr'd by the wiany difficulties that Arethu-
fa' fet’ before him'from undertaking ‘his
Voyage, 'and thence obtaining ‘afterwards an
entire ‘Satisfa@ion's fo thefe which T have
recounted 4nd a thoufand ‘others’could not
hindek me, “but that, ‘after I'had taken the
Councel given -by-Pliny the‘younger, Tutius
per plana, fed-humiliss & depreffius ivery fre-
quentior Curkentibus ‘qisam reptantibus lapfuss
od & bis wom labentibus nulla laus ;' illis non-

aulld laus etiamfi labantur, The way indeed
18 fafeft throush; the plain, but ‘then it is more
humble and deprefs’d ;:they who ran, fall oft-
ner than they 'who creep ; butthen'thofe la-
ter have no: Praife though they do not fall,
whereas the’ others though' they-chance ‘to
trip have ftill fome Commendation. 1 was re-
folved to fet forward in the full Carier of
the Defign which I'propofed. :
In anfwer therefore too: the two Dif-

ficulties that I raisd to my felf, and, in the
‘ firf}




-Reﬁn’d Politicks. 13

firft placeto that which regards your Emi-
nency, it isrnot:to be miftrufted that thefe Do-
&rines do in/the leaft blemifl your -Piety;
or any, ways difturb the Quietiand Integrity
of your Mind,as at the firft blufh they
might feem to_do, and as the three Verfes of
Lueretis wwould mtimate; ‘The Sun difplays
his. - Beams: upon:the moft. vile, and. abject
Things; ‘and yet -is neither; blacken'd -or
defil’d. :

Nec quia forte Iutum radiis ferit, eft ideo
ipfe

Fiedus, non fordet humen quum [ordida Tan-
gits .. (Palingenius in Scorpi.)

Thovgh the Sun’s Rays {trike on the Mud,
ret he
Is pure, with Light from all fuchMixture
free.

The Divines are not lefs devout forknow-
ing what is Herefy snor Phyficians lefs fkilful
for underftanding the Force and Compofitions
of all Poy{fons. The Habits of the Under{tand-
ing'are diftinguifh’d from thofe of the Will:
The firft appertain to the Sciences, and are
always commendable: The {econd regard
moral Acions, and may be ‘either Good or
Evil.  Trithemius and Pererius have fhewn
that it was expedient that there (hould be
Magicians, and that the way thould be
known how to raife Spirits, that by fuch
Apparitions they might convince the Incres

2 dulity




* wided that Right be done in the Main.

14 Conﬁdemtiom upon

dulity of Atheifts ¢ Soldiers go often fotheir
Exercife to learn how to trail the Pikejior
handle the Mufquet, that fo they may with-
more Art and Induftry kill Menr and deftroy
their own Likenefs: But however they make
no ‘other ufe of them but' againft the Ene-

tnies ‘of their Prince and Country.. The beft

Surgeons ftudy nothing more than how to

cut off an Arm or a Leg with dexterity ;

but it is for the prefervation of thofe who

are difeas’d.

———Truncantur & Artus
Ut licemt reliquis fecurum degere Membris.
(Claud. 2. in Eutrop.)

We thus cut off one Limb
That {o the reft may live in Eafe fecure,

Why then fhould a great Politician be pro-
hibited to know when to Exalt or Debafe,
Releafe’ or Imprifon, Condemn: or Acquit,
Reprieve or Execute thofe Perfons he fhall
think proper to be fo us'd for the repofe of
the State.

Several are of Opinion that a Prince whb is
prudent and well advis'd, ought not only to
cominand aecording to Law, but may com-
mand even the Laws themfelves if Neceffity
requires- it.” To ‘preferve Juftice in gréater
Matters, {ays Charon, ‘it is expedient fome-
times to relinquifh it in lefs, and it is per-
mitted to do Wrong in the Particular, pro-

If
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'+ 1f it be objected that itis not:proper how’
ever to' difcover fuch things; and ' that to
Teach them i, truly {peaking; to place Glu-
dim ancipitern in ‘Manu Srulti; To 'put a
Sword in'the'Hand of a Fool. T fhall ar:
fwer, that ill People may abufe. every thing
that is good in the World: * Hereticks would
ground their Impieties upon-the Holy 'Scri-
ptures. - The Paracelfians pervere the Text of
Hippocrates, ‘to eftablith theix vifionary Ima-
ginations.  Advocates cite the Code and the
Pandédts in defence of ‘the greateft Crininals,
and et 4t never entered into Peoples Heads
to fupprefs dll thefé Books. ' 'The Sword may
as' well offend'as defend ;' Wine as' well
make driink as refrefh 5 "Medicines as'well .
kill'as euregand yet o' body hithétto ' has
faid that the ufe of all thefe is not very ne-
ceffary. By the common Law of Nature 411
things ‘are inftituted toa. vood End, 'but there
are Perfons who very often abufe therm; Na-
ture does not: produce’ Things Venomous,
that they might ferve for Poifons and deftroy
Mankind, becaufe in fo'doing {he would be
deftrudtive o her felf: Butit 1s our Wicked-
nefs that converts them to. that purpofe 3
Terra quidemnobis maloyum Remediini genuit,
nos illud Vite fecimus Venenwn,' Plin. Tib. 18.
c.1. The Earth bas brought us forth Remédies
for all Difeafes, and we have turn’d them into
Poifons.  But' we muft go on and fay, thac
the Depravity of Mankind is fo great, and
the Means they make ufe of to obtain their
1 defigns




16 Confiderations upon "

defighs fo daring and hazardous, that to fpeak
of thé: following Politicks as pradifed now
adays, without méntioning thefe Refinements,
is indeed to' be ignorant of the proper Me-
thods of Inftruction: which: Ariffotle {aysare
fo effential, \Eff enim padia infcitia, nefcire
quorum oporteat q::aerefe Demonﬁ‘mtianem, quo=
sy vero. mon, dporieat, - It is the Ignorance. of
Erudition, not to know for what Wwe -ought
and for what,we rought not «to {eek a De-
mionftration, ) “Wherefore Lipfius and Cha-
ony though they-were far from being Timons
and Manbaters; yet treated -of this spart..of
Politicks; -left their Works:fhotild - have been
imperfet. . And the fame Ariffoile Whor ne-
ver.did any thing uncorrect; wheinthé wrote
of ' Politicks! anid, thofe : Governments which
were-oppofite:-to. Monarchy, Ariftocracy, and
Democraey, »which are Tyranny, Olligar-
chy and Ochlocracy,  gives. Precepts sfor the
Faulty as well as the Legitimate.oiAnd in
this he has been follow’d by St.Thomas Aqui-
nas in his Comtnentaries 3 where having «dif*
commended T'yrannick Government, and dif-
fuaded Perfons from it by all'the Reifons hie
could think of, yet neverthelefs lays down
Rules for the eftablithing of it;in cale ‘any
one would be fo wicked: as: to: attempt it.
And left ‘this fhould be doubted, here .are
his own Words.to this purpofe; in the Com-
mentary upon the Fifthoof the Politicks, Text
the XIth, To preferve a Tyranmy it is neceffa-
7y to kil fuch "Perfons. ‘as-exceliin: Powerior
Riches,
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Riches, becaufe they by means of their Authes
vity may be able to rife againft the Tyrant. « Tt
«’is expedient likewife, that the moft pru-
« dent Perfons*fhould be difpatch’d: left
« they by their Wifdom fhould finda way to
« expel the Tyranny.  Nor thould Schools
« or other Societies where Prudence may be
« gain’d, be in any manter permitted 5 for
« wife Men have Inclinations to great Acti=
% ons, and are therefore Magnanimous, and
“ eafily inclin’d to Infurretions. ‘To main-
« tain a Tyranny, the Tyrant fhould take
« Care that his Subje&s fhould accufe one
< another of Crimes and Treafons, fo as tc
“ be in a perpetual Difturbance amongft
« themfelves, .that Friend ‘may be againft
« Friend; the Commonalty may diffent from
« the Rich, and the Rich from the Commo-
« naltyy for fo they will be lefs able to do
« any thing againft the Tyrant, ' Great Tri-
« butes and heavy Exactions are to be laid
<« upon the People, that fo they may be im-
« poverifh’d. - The Tyrant fhould encourage
« Civil Wars amongft -his own Subjeds; if
s he has none with Foreigners, for that will
« keep them from pra&ifing againft him. ' A
« Kingdom indeed is fupported by Friends,
« but a Tyranny fhould have no regard ta
« them. And in the following Text, which
is the Twelfth, fee how he teaches Hypo-
crify and Simulation. ¢ A Tyrant to fecure
¢ his Tytanny, fhould not appear Severe or
“ Cruel to his Subje@s; for if he feems
G Cruel
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¢ Cruel he will render himfelf odious, and
“ {o excite them againft him; but he ought
“ to make himfelf rever’d by them, for the
“ Excellence of fome eminent Goodnefs for
« Reverence is due to that, and if hé be not
“ endow’d with it, he ought to diffemble {o
* as tofeem to have it. - “A Tyrant cught fo
“ _to behave himfelf that he may feem to his
« Subjedts to excel in fome eminent Geod-
“ nefs, wherein they are deficient, for that
 will create him Reverence. If he is not
“ pofleft of the Virtues in reality, yet at
¢ leaft let him make them think that he has
“ them.

Thefe are furely very ftrange DoCrines
ftom ‘the Mouth of a Saint, and are no-
thing different from thofe of "Machiavel and
Cardan, and yet may be folv’d by thefe two
Réafons which are! probable and right e-
nough. The firft is, That thefe Maxims
being fo declar’d and publifh'd, the Subjedts
may eafily know when the Carriage of their
Prince tends to a Tyrannick Power, and {o
provide forthemfelves accordingly, as Mari-
ners when they forefee a Storm make the beft
of their way to avoid it. - The fecond, That
when a Tyrant acting without Counfel and
Advice would eftablifh his Dominion,

Cuncla fevit dum cunéla timet graffatur in
omnes

Ut fe poffe putens. Claudian.
He
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He firikes at all, whilft all he Fears, and

Raves
To make them think that all muft be his
Slaves.

And refembles a Wolf, who being got into
a Fold, tho’ he might appeafe his Hunger and
glut himf{elf with one Sheep, " yet wrorries all
the reft. = But on the contrary, if he pro-
ceeds with Judgment and follows: the Pre-
cepts of them who are better advis'd and lefs
paffionate than himfelf, he will perhaps like
Tarquin et content with firiking off the
Heads of the higheft Poppies, or crufhing
thofe Spirits which appear above others, af-
ter the Example of Thrafybulus and Perian-
der 5 and fo the Evil that could not be a-
voided -will become much more eafy and
{upportable.

Befides there is no occafion to fear that the
Narration® of all thefe tragical Accidents
thould offend the Ears of your Eminence, or
difturb the Sweetnefs and Goodnefs of your
Nature : That complete Knowledge you have
acquired in Politicks, that long Practice and
Experience that you have had in the Courts
of the greareft Monarchs where thefe Machia-
vilianifins are fo common, will not permit any
one to imagine that you have any thing to
learn concerning them.  And farther, altho’
Juftice and Clemency are two Virtues very
becoming ‘a great Man, yet it is not always
requifite that he fhould have the {fame incli-

C a2 nation
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nation to Pity, for which Seneca gives this
Reafon in his Treatife of Clemency, (Book 2.
¢ch. 5.) Quemadimodum Religio Deos colit, fu-
perflitio wa!at Clementiam Mzzmﬁmtrrdznemque
omines boni ppcgﬂﬂl)?mt ?mf ricordiam autem
vitabunt, eft enim visium pufilli animi ad [pe-
ciem akienorum malorum . [ubfidentis’y, As Reli-
gion worfhips the Gods, Superftition! profanes
them ; {o all good Men will fhew Clemency
and Mercy, but will aveid Pity,  which is
the Failure of a weak Mind, finking under
the appearance of other Mens Misfortunes:
Now 1t would be a Crime to think, that
there could be any thing in your Eminence
that -is Jow or abjed; fince if it be true
which the fame Author fays, that Nibil eque
Homines ac magnus Aninmus decet, Nothing 1s
fo becoming a Man as a great Smnt : 'With
how much greater Reafon ouoht that Spirit
appear in your Eminence, to accompany
dlld heighten that Dignity you fuftain, not
only as a Prince of the Church, but as a
chief Counfellor to his Holinefs, and fo in
fome' meafure of one of the nioft potent
Princes of Europe :  Magnam enim: fortunam
ﬂfrzgm:s aninmus decet qui nifi fe ad illam extu-
lit & altior: fletiz illam quoque infra tervam
deducity - For a great Soul is proper for a
great FortunﬁJ for unlefs a Man carries him-
{elf beyond it and exalts himfelf higher, he
dm\vq it down with him and deprefles
it. = At leaft it occafions the Management
of it to have lefs' Authority and Repu-
tation.
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tation. © So ‘we find in Hiftory, that Epipha-
#es, for having atted’below hisDignity, and
not governing like a King, was firnan’d’the
Infenfible , and’ ‘that ‘Ramirus of Arragon
retaining feveral of his Monkifh Manners,
after having quitted the Convent, to take the
Crown, was derided and contemn’d by his
Courtiers; our own Times furnith us with
the Examples of a King of Great Britain,
who E flato [thernito, & befleggiato per
baver voluto comporre libri & fare del lette-
rato (Taffoni, Book 7. c.4.) was thought to
ac& below his Dignity, by writing Books, and
being learned: And of HenryIll. fo much
fpoke of, and {o remarkable in our Modern
Hiftories, who having liv’d among{t Monks,
and through the excefs of ‘an ill-guided De-
votion, abandon’d his Crown and Govern-
ment, ‘gave ‘occafion to Pope Sixtus the Fifth
to {ay, This good King does all that be can to
be a Monk, and I bave done all that I could
not to be one.  And for this reafon, fome of
the beft Advice that ever Monfieur de Villeroy
gave to Henry the Great, who had liv’d like
a Soldier and Mufqueteer, during the Wars
he made before his' coming to the Crown,
was, when he told him, That a Prince, who
was not jealous of the Refpeéts due to bis Ma-
7efty, would permit bimfelf to be affronted and
defpifed. - That the Kings bis Predeceflors ,
an the utmoft Confufions, had always atled
like Kings: that it was time be [(bould [peak,
write, and attlike a King. ' r

C 3 But
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But why fhould we fearch for Examples
among{t {trange Princes, when the Hiftory
of thofe who have govern’d this, City, in
which your Eminence refides at prefent, fhews
us two Sovereign Popes, who not havingac-
company’d the “Grandeur of their Supreme
Dignity with an equal Spirit, ferve {till for
the Subject of Tales and Rcullery, and of
Laughter to Pofterity.: The great Picty and
Religion which they carried in their Coun-
tenance, not being able to hinder, but. that
Maffon {hould fay “of the firft, who was Ce-
lgflin the Fifth, Vir fuir fi mp[ﬂx nec-eruditus,
qui bumana negotia ne. ¢apere quidem |poffet.
He was a fimple Man, no Scholar, and one
that had no ‘\pptehcnﬁon of common Bufi-
finefs. And Paulus, Fovius {peaking of the
{econd, concerning, a certain. fort; of  Fifh,
which rofe to a great Price duringhis Pon-
tficate, Merluceo plebeio admodum pifci, Ha-
drianus, fextus ficuti in vepublita. admini-
flranda bebetis ingenii vel depravati judicii,

ita. in efculentis infulfiffimi guftus, Jupra. me-

diocre pretium ridente-tota jom P{ﬁ"{ztm i0 jam

fecerat. (Lib, de Pifc. Rom.) That he thew’d

‘himfelf to be as dull, and of as depraved a
Judgment in his Adminiftration of Affairs,
as he was mfipid in his Tafte. In which
Charaéter he fhew’d himfelf much more mo-
derate than Peter Martyr, not: the Heretick
of Florence, but the Apoftolick Protonatory,
Native of a little Village in the Dutchy of
Milan, whofays of the Eledion of the fame
Pope,




Refin'd P oliticks. 23
Pope, Cardinalibus boc loco accidit, quod in
fabulis de Pardo ac Leone fuper Azno raptando
[eribisur, fortibus illis [ftrenue fe dilacerantibus
quodcumaquie quadrupes iners aliud pradz [ do-
minumfecity- Whilft the Leopard and Lyon
were fighting for the Lamb, a ftupid Beaft
ran away with the Prey : 8o that Perfons
fhou'd either avoid great Employments, or
elfe adminifter them with 'a Generofity ‘and
Force of Spirit, fo far exalted above what
is common, that it may be able to make For-
tune defire to fecond and favour it in'all Un-
dertakings. Thisbeing a moft certain Maxim,
that whoever has this Principle and Foun-
dation, which comes by Nature, Bona: enim
wens, mecemitur ., nee comparatur, {ays Senec
ca, for a good Underftanding is not to-be
boughtior traffick’d for; ‘cannot mifs of beirg
the Worker and Creator of ‘his own Fortune,
according 'to Plautus, Sapiens pol ‘ipfe fingit
fortunam fibii: - Alexander, althoughihe Wwas
young, and'ill provided with Soldiers, ‘pro-
pos'd to him{elf to conquer’ the Perfians, and
pafs evenito the Indies, and ‘accomplifb’d’it’:
Cefar undertook in his fingle Perfon, -to 'go-
vern that: Republick which commanded 'all
others; he found the means of doing it: The
two Shepherds, 'Romulis and Tamerlane, had
their Defigns to lay the Foundation 'of two
powerful Empires, and they executed themn,
Mahomet; from a° Mer¢hant , would make
himfelf'a Prophet; and from a Propher, a
Sovereign! of the third ‘part of the World;
: C 4 he
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he had Succefs. And what think you, my
Lord, was the principal Spring which caus'd
all thefe marvellous Effe@s? No other in
truth ‘but a valiant Mind, which Fuvenal
teaches us-always to place among the fore-
moft ‘of our Defires, Fortem pofie animum.
Now in this place to {pecifie the Parts that
compofe this Noble Spirit, would be to fall
from one Difcourfe to another, and do as
Montagne , who.follows rather ‘the Starts
of :his own Fancy, than the Titles of
his Effays. : It may be {ufficient to fay at
prefent,  that one of the firft and moft necef--
fary things, is, often to recolle& this Saying
of Seneca, O quam contempta res eft bomo nifs
Jupra bumana furrexerit 5 Oh what a-defpica-
ble Thing is Man, unlefs he raifes hinifelf
above human Things; that is, -unlefs hé
have a ftrong and fix’d Eye, and, as if he
were plac’d upon fome high Tower, looks
downupon the whole World, which appears
to him as a Theatre, ill regulated, and full
of Confufion, where fome a& Comédies, and
others Tragedies, and where he may inter-
vene 3 Tanguam Dets aliquis ex machina; Like
{fome Divinity from a Machine; as ‘often as
he pleafes, or the variety of Occafions fhall
perfuade him to dojt. . Now if it may feem
extraordinary to your Eminence; and not
proper for my Age, or perhaps my Condi-
tion, that I fhould be fo refolute in Mattérs
that are {o ticklith and delicate, and much
mere in the Mouth of a young Man, who

15
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is call’d by Horace, Utilium tardus provifor,
as being too negligent in providing fuch
things as may be uleful hereafter, and not
accuftom’d to apply himfelf to fo ferious and
important Studies, which belong to the ful-
nefs of old Age. I fhall firft an{wer your
Eminence, that the Age in which I am, is
not difproportion’d to the Matter and Sub-
je& which I treat of; for Youth, that is, Op-
tima quaque dies, &c. as Virgil and Seneca
call it, has' that Epithet of 'Beft; becaufe the
Mind is tracable, and the Time fitted for
Labour, and proper to be exercis'd in fitting
Studies. “Why then , fince feveral Perfons
have perform’d 'many brave Exploits before
the Flower: of their Age, thould not I be
permitted to follow them, and if not to pro-
duce generous  and lofty Actions, at leaft to
frame noble' and bold Conceptions, {eeing I
have always endeavour’d to acquire certain
good Difpofitions of Mind, which ought not
now to be unufeful to me : For I have ad-
drefs’d my felf to the Mufes, without be-

ing too much’ enamour’d  of them 5 I was
pleas’d with my Studies, but not too much
addi&ed to them 5 I pafs’d through a Courfe
of Scholaftick Philofophy, without medling
with the contentious part of it, and thorough
that of the Ancient and Moderns, without
being partial to any Seft; I made more ufe
of Seneca than Ariftotle . of Plutarch than
Plato, of Fuvenal and Horace, than Homer
and Vargil, and of Montagw and Charon, more

- : : ‘ than
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than all the before-mention’d, - I Have not
had fo much practice of the World, as effetu-
ally to difcover the Cheats and Villanies that
are committed in it, but I have neverthelefs
feen a great part of them, in Hiftories, Sa-
tyrs and Tragedies. Pedantry might have
oained fomething upon my Behavmur and
Carriage, during Teven or cight Years that I
{taid in the Lolieoes, but I can affure my
{elf, that it obtained 1o Advantage over my
Spmt, Nature, God be prais’d, has been no
Stepmother to me, and the rcading of divers
Authors has given me great Affiftance, but
that of the Book of St. Antoine, has furnifh’d
me with the beft.. After all, I hope it may
not difpleafe your Eminence, that being full
of Zeal and good Affedtion for your Service,
I employ my Thoughts to give you any 4>
greeable Diverfion; but my laft Defign is,
for a contemphtwe State of Life, to which
I have vow’d, and defign’d all the reft of
my Days, without encumbring my felf with
the adive , only fo far as your Eminence,
to whom I have made the firft. Vow of O
bedience may pleafc to engage me,

It remains now to {ee, if I do not pafs
beyond the Bounds of my Capacity, by en-
deavouring to treat of things that {eem to be
beyond my Knowledge; to which I may
anfwer, with that of Senem Paucis ad bonum
mentem opus eft - literis, There 15 not much
Learning requird to a good Underftanding.
1 have not the Prefumption to think I fhall
obtain
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obtain the Prize in this Courfe, I fhall enly
make a fmall Effort, and when I am-out of
the right way, I fhall expect{fome new Af-
iftance or Inftru@ion to pafs farther. Are-
sus, thatexcellent Man, whodid not under-
{tand much of Aftronomy, yet made a good
Book of the Phenomena’s: Celfus, who was a
mere’ Grammarian, compos’d ‘a moft ufeful
Book in Phyfick: Diofcorides was a Soldier,
Macer a Senator, -and yet both have writ ve-
ry exquifitely ‘concerning Plants: Hz poda-
mus, from ‘a fimple Architect ‘and Mafon, be-
came 'a great Politician, and Founder of a
Commonwealth) “that is ‘mention’d by Ari-
flotle. 1 have always been of this Opinion,
that whoever has natural Parts, and fome Im-
provement from Study, may infer and deduce
all forts of Conclufions,” from five or fix good
Principles, as Pliny fays, “That the ancient
Painters made their beft Pieces from the mix-
ture only of four or five forts of Colours 3
one may likewife add,” that the Sciences feent
to be link’d to one another, and to have fuch
a Correfpondence, thathe who is poflefs’d of
one, is likewife Mafter of all'that ftand in a
Subaltern degree to it : Befides, the-Age in
which we live, feems much to favour this
Defign, fince one may know and difcover the
greateft Secrets of Monarchies, the Intrigues
of Courts, the Cabals of the Factious, the
Pretences and Motiyes of particular Per-
fons,
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Quid Rex in aurem Regine dixerit,

@daf Funo fabulata fit cum Fove. (Plaut.)

what the King whifper’d to the Queen, what
Funodifcours’d of with Fupitery by the means
of {fo many Relations, Memoirs, Difcourfes,
Inftructions, Libels, Manifefto’s, Pafquinades,
and {uch like {ecret Pieces that come abroad
daily, which may more eafily form and enli-
ven our Minds and fet us free from foolith Pre.
judice, thanall the Adions that are: ufually
practis’d in Courts of Princes, whofe impor-
tance 1t 1s difficult to know, for want of be-
ing able to penetrate into their Caufes and
different Movements.

As for my own Method of treating this
Subjed, I fhall do it with all the Precaution
and Modefty imaginable 5 not minding the
vulgar Notions, but fuch as the venerable
Cato or Curius wou'd have fram’d: And if [
knew in the leaft, that what I thould fay on
thisSubject, wou'd create any Abufe or Dif-
order, greater than what 1s this day pradis’d
among Princes, I wou'd throw thefe Papers
mto the Fire, and make an eternal Vow of
Silence ; for [ wou'd not gain the Reputation
of a {ubtle Politick Speculator, to lofe that
of an honeft Man which fhall be the chicf
and only end [ fhall aim at in purfuing thig
Difcourfe.

CHAP
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CrHA P2k

What are properly refin’d Politicks, and
how many Sorts there are of them.

UT that we may not ftill continue in
B thefe Preambles, let us come to the
Subje& which they are to introduce.

That great Perfon Fuflus Lipfius treating of
Prudence in his Book of Politicks, defcribes it
in thefe few Words, 0 be a Choice and Trial
of fuch things as are to be avoided or defireds
and after having difcourfed of it in theordinary
Method of the Schools, that is to fay, as a
Moral Virtue which has the Confideration of
Good for its object, he afterwards comes to
another Prudence which he calls mix’t, be-
caufe it is not fo pure, fo found and confum-
mate as the former, but partakes a little of
thofe Arts and Stratagems which are com-
monly made ufe of in the Courts of Princes,
and the Management of the moft important
Affairs of Government: and then he endea-
vours, by his Eloquence, to make it appear
that this {ort of Prudence, may be efteemed
honeft, and may be pra&is’d as being allow-
able and lawful. After which he deferibes
it judicioufly enough to be drgutum Confilium
a Virtute, aut Legibus devium; Regni Regif-
que bono : A quick or fharp Advice deviating
1 from
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from Virtue and the Laws for the Good of
the State or Prince. And then pafling on to
its feveral Kinds and differences, he confti-
tutes three Principal ones, The firft of which
one may call a Trick or Deceit, that is, but
flight and of {mall Confideration, which
comprehends under it Diftruft and Diffimu-
lation: The fecond retains fomething of Vir-
tue but yert lefs of it than the former, and has
for its Parts Conciliation and Deception, that
is to fay, the Method 'of gaining the Friend-
thip and Service of fome particular Perfons,
and the deluding, deceiving and drawing in
of others, by falfe Promifes, Flatterics, Pre-
{ents, and other Baits, which may be faid to
be rather neceflary than honéft.  Asto the
laft, hefays it is wholly eftranged from Law
and Virtue, and plunges deeper into Wicked-
nefs, and that its two Foundations or Bafes
are Treachery and Injuftice.

However it feems to me, that to {earch
particularly into the nature of thele Secrets
of State, and firike immediately upon the
main Point of our Difcourfe, as to that which
is proper and eifential to them, we muft con-
fider Prudence as a Moral and Political Ver-
tue, which has no other end than to find out
the different Turns, the beft and eafieft Con-
trivances of managing and accomplithing that
Defign which a Man propofes; from whence
it" likewife follows that ‘as'thefe Affairs and
Methods can be but of two forts, one eafie
and ‘ordinary, the other troublefome, diffi-

2 Ccult
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cult and extraordinary 5 fo there are but two
forts of Prudence; the firft ordinary and ea-
fie, which keeps the beaten Path, without
exceedmg the Laws and Luﬁoms of the
Country : the {econd extraordinary, being
rigorous and fevere.

“The firft takesin all the Parts of Prudence,
of which the Philofophers us’d to {peak in
their Moral Treatifes, togethér with thofe
three firft above mentioned, which Fuffus
Lipfius only afligns to the "Prudence” mixt
with Fraud.. For to day the Truth, if one
confiders well the Neceflity that Politicians
have of them, ' to ferve their own Purpofes,
we ought never to fuppofe them to be unjuft
or difhoneft. | For the better Underftanding of
this, we ought to know:, as Charon fays,
(Boala .Ch.2.) that the Juftice,Virtue and Pro-
bity of aSovereign moves in-a different Sphere
from that of parncular Perfons, and takes a
larger and freer Compals from the Grandeur,
Weightinefs and Danger ‘of his Burthen ;
and for this reafon it is fitting that he take
fuch fteps as feem irregular and unpradis’d,
yet to him are requifite and lawful ; fome-
times it is neceflary to ufe Shifts and Evafi-
ons, and: to mix Prudence with Juftice, and
as they {ay , Cum Vulpe juntium Valpinarier
‘To play the Fox with the Fox : and in this
confifts the Art of Government.

Agents , Nuncioes, Embaffadors and Le-
gats are fent not only to pry into the A-
ctions of Foreign Princes; but to diflemble;

cover
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coverand d1fculfe thofe of their own Mafters,
Louisthe l*_,leventh the beft advis'd and wifeft
of our Kings, held ‘this for a principal Maxim
of his Government, That, qui nefcit diffimulare
nefcit regnare , He who does not know how
to diffemble, knows not how to reign. The
Emperor Tiberius , Nullam ex Virturibus fuis
#agis' quam dzﬂmmlﬂzanem deligebat , pre-
ferd his Diffimulation to all his other Ac-
complithments. - And is it not apparent that
the greateft Virtue reigning now at Court is
to diftruft all the World and diffemble with
every body 3 fecing they who are plain and
open are no ways fit for the Myftesy of Go-
vernment, and often bring them{elves and the
State into danger. But not only thefe two
Parts of Diftruft and Diffimulation which con-
fift in Omiffion, whenproperly applied are ne-
ceffary to Princées 3 but is often requifite to
pafs farther,and to come to Action: As for ex-
ample, to gain fome ‘Advantage or to accom-
plith fome Tecret Defign by Equivocation and
Subtilty, to footh with foft Words, fine Let-
ters, {pecious Embaffies, obtaining by thofe Ar-
uhces {uch things as the Difficulty of their
Circumftances mlght otherwife have made
them defpair of, Et fi refle portum tenere ne-
queas idipfum mutata velificatione affequi ;
(Cicero Bock 2. to Lentulus) So that if you
cannot arrive at the Port by direct failing,
by veering about you may accomplith it.
Ii*is likewife necefs ary to have Intrigues and
fecret Correfpondences, fo as to win the
Hearts
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Heéarts and Affeions of the Officers; Ser-
vants ‘and Confidents of other Princes, fo-
reign Perfons of Quality and even of their
own Subje@s, this is what Cicero calls in the
firft of his Offices, Conciliare fibi animos. bo-
minuh & ad [uos ufus adjungere. What
Neceffity theretore is there of {etting up a
particular Prudence by the Name of mixt,
on which fuch A&ions fhould depend, as
Fuflus Lipfius does 5 fince they all come un-
der the Head of Ordinary Prudence : and
fuch Artifices are every Day taught by the
Politicians; ure’d in their Arguments, enforc’d
by their Minifters, and practisd without any
Sufpicion of Injuftice as being the principal
Rules and Maxims for the well governing
of States and Empires.  ‘Thefe deferve not
fo much to be call’d the Secrers of” Govern=
ment, the Fine-fpun Politicks, and the Arcana
Imperiorum, as thofe others which are com-
prehended under the laft fort of Extraordi-
naty Pirudence, which givés a turn to the
moft intricate and difficult Affairs; which
more particularly and with Exclufion to
all others {hould have the Name of Ar¢anz
Imperiorum, and this Title they have not on-
ly from me, but from all other preceding
Authors,

And herewe may take notice of a Fault
in a great many of them who have treated
of Politicks, and particularly of Clapmarius,
who making a large Book, De Arcanis Inpe-
#iorwmy and reducing them under fome gene:

fal
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ral Precepts, fays in the firft place, that Se-
erets of State are nothing elfe but the vari-
ous Methods, Reafons’ and Counfels which
Princes make ufe of to maintain their Au-
thority and the State of the Publick,  with-
out tranfgrefling common Right, or giving
any f{ufpicion of Fraud and Injuftice. This
being pre-fupposd ‘as true and certatin, he
divides them into twe forts, andfays, the firft
ought to be call'd the Secrets of Empire or
of Republicks, and -thefe by reafon of the
three forts of Government he {ubdivides in-
to fix others: -So that for Example, A Mo-
narchy ought to have its Schemes and pecu-
liar Reafons of State-to preferve it from' be-
ing commanded by: fuch as  would reduce it
to an Ariflocracy, and. others likewife to hin-
der it from falling ‘into the hands of the
People, and becoming a Democracy.  And fo
the two others oughit to take care leaft they
become Monarchies, or be chang’d into that
other Form of Government that is.oppofite
to them. ‘The fecond fort are thofe to: which
he gives the Titles of Secrets of - Dominton,
which they whoe Rule are oblig'd to pra-
&ife for the Prefervation of their Authority,
whether it be Monarchical, Popular-or Ari-
ftocratical ; which he illuftrates by a curious
enumeration of -all thofc inftances he has
gather'd from Livy, Saluft, dmmianis Mar-
eellinus, and feveral other Authors, who {feem
all to agree as to the fignification of thefe
Terms, in the fame manner as he himfelf has
us’'d them,
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I might incur the Difpleafure of fuch great
Men, if I did not' firft “afk Pardon for my
Freedom, 'in telling them that the ufage of
the words Secrets of State, according to the
before-mention’d Expofition, is to deviate
from their true Signification, and not to com-.
prehend the nature of the 'Fhing.- it being
certain that thefe Latin words Secretum and
Arcanum, which they have made ufe of;-can-
not be appropriated to the Precepts and Max-
ims of a Science, which is commonly un-
derftood and pradifed by every one: :But
only to that, which for fome Reafons ought
neitherto be known or divulg'd; becaufe-ac-
cording to that Remark of the Poet Mar-
bodzus (Book of Gemms),

Non [ecreta manent quorum fis confeia turba,
They areno Secrets which theVulgar knows,

We likewife learn from the Grammarians,
that this Word Arcanum may be deriv’d from
Arce, a [trong Tower, either becaufe as Fe-
ftus Pompeins afferts, the Aupurs hadva Cu-
{tom to offer a certain Sacrifice there, which
they would hide from the Knowledge of the
People, or becaufe all things Secret and of
Confequence are better fecur'd in Arce, Tuch
a Fortre[s, than in any other Place.” Thofe
who derive it from Adrca, a Coffer, {eem like-
wife not to differ in Opinion; and all good
Authors never ufe thefe two Words but in a
like fignification,

D2 szgim
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Longius & Volvens Eatorum Arcanamovebo,

(Virg. An. 1.

From far
I’ll fetch the Secrets of revolving Fates.

And in another place,

Te colere, Arcanos etiam tibi credere [enfus.
~ Adore and truft thee with my fecret Soul.
And Horace has

Secretumqy teges & Vino tortus & ira.

And keep a Secret tho’much Wine and Rage
Should put thee on the Rack.

And to conclude with that of Lucan, fpeak-
ing of theSource of Nile, which was wholly
anknown to the £ yptians themfelves,

Arcanum Natura caput non provulit ulli
Nec licuit populis parvum te Nile videre
Amovitqy fimus, & Gentes maluit ortus
Mirari quam niffe tuos.

Nature, oh Nile, thy f{ecret Head to none,

Nor infant Streams has to the vulgar
{how,

But far remov’d the Beds from which you
flow,

Whilft Men admire that Birth they neler
fhall know. i

I can-
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I cannot but Remark that a beautiful Pa-
rallel may be drawn between the River Nile
and the Secrets of State; for as the Nations
that bordered upon that Current receiv'd a
thoufand Advantages from it, without know-
ing whence it took its rife; {o the People
ought to admire the happy effects of thefe
matter firokes of Policy, though wholly ig-
norant of thofe Caufes from whence they
refult,

Now having fhewn that thefe Writers have
corrupted the Word, we may likewife fay
they have in like manner deprav'd the Na-
ture of the thing, feeing they propofe to us
general Preceptsand univerfal Maxirms, found-
ed upon the Juftice and Right of Sovereign-
ty, and confequently notonly permitted, but
every Day pra&is'd in the fight of all the
World, which they however look upon as
Secrets of State. Nor do they confider that
there is a great difference between thefe and
thofe others we fpeak of, fince every one is
capable of knowing the firft by a flight Stu-
dy of the Authors that treat of them; where-
as on the contrary, the latter, concerning
which the Queftion now arifes, have their
birth in the moft retir’d Cabinets of Princes,
and are not handled or deliberated in a full
Senate, but between two or three of the moft
able and finifh’d Minifters that a Prince has
about him.

Of this we have an Example in duguftus,
who, when he had a defign after his Victe-

D 3 1y
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vy at Afium, and the conclufion of all his
Wars both at home and abroad, to quit the
Title of Emperoxr; and give Liberty to his
Country, did not communicate it to the Se-
nate, though he had increas’d their Number
by, fix hundred Senators, nor to his particus
Yar Council which was compos’d of T'wenty
Perfonis the moft accomplith’d and Judicious
that he could chufe; but he propos’d and
committed this whole Affair to the Judgment
of his two principal Friends, Minifters and

Confidents; ' Mecenas and Agrippas. Quibufs
cumt Dmperii Arcana communicare [olebar -, to
whoin he us’d to.communicate the Secrets of
his Empire, asDion tells us Book 53.

-+And if we look upwards to the great Man
that was his Predeceffor, we fhall find that
Julius Cafar; as Sueronivs 'delivers it 'in his
Life, had only Quintus Pedius and Cornelius
Balbusto whom he communicated =z purmes
tdla, that is, the ivery Secrets of his Soul.
The Lacedemonians, whofe State was much
enlarg’d after the Viory gain’d by Lyfander,
did thereupon: with great Prudence eftablifh
a.Gouncil of Thirty Perfons to prefide over
the -Affairs of the Commonwealths but not
content with that they chofe Twelve of the
moft judicious and, experienc’d of their Citi-
zens to be, as it were, their Oracle; whofe
Anfwers were to. be to them conclufive in
their finef? firokes of Policy, 'The Venetians
do the fame at this Day with their Procura-
2ors of St, Mark;, and there is no Sovereign

how
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how weak foever, and inconfiderate-he may
be, that.can be fo ill advis'd as to remit that
to the Judgment of the Publick, which can
fearce remain fecret enough-in the Ear of a
Minifter or Favourite, - Which made Caffio-
dorus fayy Arduum nimes eft Principis meruiffe
[fecretum; (Book 8. Ep. 10.) It is too {ublime a
thing to deferve a Princc’s Secret.  And in a-
nother place, where hefpeaks of a Favourite
of Theodoric’s, Tecum pacis certa tecum Bells
dubia conferebat, & quod apnd fapicntes Re-
ges fingulare munus eft ille: follicitus ad ommia,
Tecum pettoris pandebat Arcana, (Book 8,
Ep. 9.) With you he conférr’d - in the doubt-
ful Cafes both of Peace and War, and gave
you that Favour-which isvery fignal amongft
wife Princes; for after allihis Care for Pub-
lick Affairs, he dfburthen’d his Secrets in
your Breaft. It would have look’d very well
if Charles the: Ninth' had confulted all the
Counfeltors -of his Parliament concerning
what was tobe done upon the Feaft of St-Bar-
tholomiew, or. Henry the Third had determin’d
the Death of theGuifes at the Council Board,
They would have {ucceeded as well as 1f
they would have taken Hares by Beat of
Drinm, and Birds by the Sound of ‘L'rumpets.

Befides, I would willingly afk thelc Gentle-
men if they call the common Rules of go-
verning Kingdoms, the dreana Lperiorunt,
what Name would they give to thofe Secrets
which -are mixt with fome Severity, -and
have occafion for, extraordinary Prudence,
Da which




40 Confiderations upon

which we are going now to mention. For
to call them as Clapmarius does after Tacitus,
the Flagitia Imperiorum, is rather to take nos
tice of thofe that are done in confideration of
fome private Advantage by fome Tyrant, than
of many others Whic% are tranfacted for the
.publick’ Intereft, and with all the Equity
that can be applied to Enterprizes of fuch
Importance, which neverthelefs cannot be {o
well circumftantiated ‘as not to be accompa-
nied by fome piece of Injuftice, and confe-
quently may be fubje& to Blame and Ca-
lumny.,

Thefe words being {o explain'd, let us
pafs to the Nature of the thing fignified by
them: Now the better to comprehend this;
1t is neceflary to fearch farther back; and to
{hew-how in a retird Life and the govern-
ment of a Man’s {elf, and in the OFconomy
or Condud of a Family, which'are'two di-
minutive forts of Politicks, there are feveral
Subtilties, Feints and Stratagems which ma-
ny make daily ufe of to come at the height
of their Pretenfions: - Charon in his Book of
Wifdom, Cardan in his Works, entituled,
Proxeneta, de Utilitave capienda ex adverfis,
and de' Sapientia, Matchiavel in His Difcour-
{es upon 'Livy, and inhis Prince, have laid
down Precepts at'large concerning thofe mat-
ters. “As for my felf; it will be fufficient to
bring fome Examples from them, after ha-
ving obferv’d, that although Fuftus Lipfius
(Civ, Docir. Book 4. c. 14,) hasfaid of the

2 : ' ' laft,
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laft, Ab'illo facile obtinebimus, nec Maculonem
Tealum tam’ diftri€te dammandum (qui mifera
qua non. manit bodie vapulat) &~ effe quan-
dam ut vir [anélus ait (Bafil in Proverb.)
nahlw ) eranyéllus . wavsgyias,  Honeflam atque
Laudabilem  calliditatem. ~We fhall eafily
bring himto grant, that the Italian Difturber,
who at prefent is laflh’d by every body, 1s not
to be fo feverely blam'd, fecing as St. Bafil
fays, there is a Craft that is honeft and com-
mendable, And tho’ Gafpar Schioppius has
wrote a little Tra@& in his Defence, yet I
¢antiot but be fomething offended at him, be-
caufe | '

- Floribus' Auftrum
Perditus, & liquidis immifit fontibus Apros.
(Virg.Bucol. Ecl. 2.)

The Boar amidft the chryftal Streams I
bring,

And Southern Winds to blaft my flow’ry
Spring,

as Mr. Dryden has exprefsid it in the firft
Perfon, by being the firft that was fo bold to
advance hisSteps, break the Ice, and as I may
fo fay, profan’d that by his Writings which
the moft ‘judicious made ufe of as the hid-
den and prevailing Means to accamplifh their
Defigns. I might make fome fcruple of ad-
ding any thing 'to what he had faid, if the’
Perfons above nam’d, and ethers that treat
W : » of
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of Politicks had not done the fame béfore me,
and now and then given occafion to fay in this
matter, what _‘fzmenal faid of Poetry.

=nStulta eft. Clementia, cum:tor ubique
Vatibus occmmy, periture parcere: charta.
Sataat

But fince theWorld with writing is poffefs'd,
Pl verfifie in {pite, and do my beft
To make as.much wafte Paper as the reft.
Mr. Dryden,

Now amonﬂ{t the Scerets which regard parti-
cular Perfons, I cannot think there are any of a
higher reach, with regard to the End aimed at,
than thofe which havebeen practis’d by certain
Perfons, who would diftinguifh them{elves
from the reft'of Mankind, by eftablifhing a-
mongft them an Opinion of their Divinity :
So we fee that Salmoneus fram’d a Bridge of
Brafs, over which he drew his Chariot with
high- mettled Horfes; and darting, -artificial
Fires from both his Hmds, imagind that he
could imitate the Lightning and Thunder of
Fupiter, from whence the Poet took occafion
to {ay

Vidi & Crudelesi dantem Salmonea penas,
Dum flamimas . Jovis &+ [onivuts | imit atur

Olympi. Virg.ZAn. 6,

Salmonews fuffering cruel Pains I found,
For emulating fove, the ratling Sound

- _ Of

B
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OfMimick Thunder,and the glitt'ringBlaze,
Of pointed Lightning,and theirforked Rays,
: ' “Mr. Dryden,
Pfapho, who was not lefs ambitious than
the former, bred upa great humber of Fays,
Sterlingsy Magpies, Parrots; and other Birds,
and having taught them to pronounce thefe
Words, Pfapho is a God, let them fly a-
broad at Liberty, that fuch Perfons asheard
thefe extraordinary Witnefles ‘of his Divi-
nity, might the more ‘eafily be induced to
believe itz So Heraclides Ponticus, having
commanded one of his Servants that he could
beft confidéin, to hidea great Serpent, bred
for that Defign, under the «Coverings that
were over him when he went to be buried,
that the Creature, difturbed ‘by the Noife'
they would make, might leap out amongft
the Mourners, and give the common People
reafon to believe that hel was deify’d. = As
for Empedacles, he proceeded with that Cou-
rage and Generofity which became a Philo-
fopher, for being grown old, and loaded
with Gloryand Honour, he threw himfelfinto
the flaming Voleano’s of Aina, to make Men
believehe was' taken up into Heaven, ds Ro-
mutlus did by drowning himfelf in a Marfh.
‘o= Deus immortalis baberi
Dum cupis. Empedocles ardentem  frigidus
Ltnam
Infiluit. Hor. Art, Poet.
Empedoces for an immortal Name,
Sedately ventures into A¢na’s Flame,
2 The
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The Atheifts, who make their Glofles upon
all the Texts of Holy Scripture, think that of
Deuteronomy, Chap. 34. ought to be under-
ftood after the {fame manner, and that Mofes
threw himfelf from {fome Precipice into an
Abyfs, that the Fews might think he was ta-
ken into Heaven, ‘whereas they ought rather
to believe and agree with the Chriftians, that
his Body was hid, leaft the Fews fhould
idolize it after his Death, it being well known
that they were inclin'd, not only naturally,
but from their Converfation with the Ay yp-
tians, to adore all thofe from whom they
had received any Benefit, or whofe Virtue
they imagin’d to have been fingular and ex-
traordmary

The fame Judgment may be made of the
Golden Thigh of Pythagoras, mention’d by
Diogenes Laertim, {eeing Plutarch plainly
tells us in the Life of Nume, that it was
only aContrivance and Stratagem of the Phi-
lofopher, to eftablith in his Admirers an O-
pinion of his Divinity 3 but what Hercules
did was very much more ingenious, for being
converfant in Aftrology, as the Story of his
Life thews fufficiently, when it fays he bore
upthe Heavensin the room of 4tlas, he chofe
exactly the Time and Hour when a great
Comet was to appear, to fet Fire to that Pile
i which he refolv’d to end his Days, that
this Celeftial Fire might come in as a Wit-
nefs, and make the {ame thing be believed
mnccrning him, which the Romans wonld

per-
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perfuade the Pople to think concerning fome
of their Emperors, by the meansof an Engle
let fly from the midft of the Flames of their
Funeral Pile, that the Soul of the deceas’d
was carried into the Arms of Fupizer.
~ Many others who were more modeft and
referv’d in their Defigns, were content to
et us know the Care that the Gods took of
their Perfons, by the continual Afliftance of
fome Genius or particular Divinity 5 this
was done among the Ancients, by Socrazes,
Pliny, Porphyry, Brutus, Sylla and Apollonius,
not to mention feveral Legiflators; and a-
amongft the Moderns, Picus Mirandula,Cecco
d’ Afvoli, Hermolaus, Savanarola, Nipbus, Po-
ftellus, Cardan and Campanella, who boafted
that they had fuch an Attendant, and that
he convers'd with them, and yet they were
never accus’d of having pra&isd the Theur-
gick Ceremonies, contain'd ina Book falfly
attributed to ¥7rgil, Devidendo Genio, or the
Means bow to fee a Genius, or mention’d b
Arbatel, in an undigefted Colle&ion out of
fuch like Books, which is falfly publifh’d un-
der the Name of Agrippa. As for my felf, I
fhould rather endeavour to eftablifth the truth
of thefe Stories, by the wonderful Force of
the Contraétion of the Spirits, fo well ex-
plain’d by Marfilines Ficinus, and Fordanus Bru-
nus,, from which Palingenius does not feem
much to differ in three or four places of his
Zodiaque;, unlefs we would rather choofeto
fay that thefe Gentlemen acted the Impoftors,

and
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and would imitate the Stories of Numa, Za-
molxis and Minos, or rather, thofe which the
Rabbies and Cabalifts (Reuchlin Lib. de Caba-
lz ) have pleafantly forg’d concerning ' the Pa-
triarchs. of the Old Teftament, and would
make us believe that Adam was govern’d by
his Angel Razeil, Sem by fopbzel Abrabam
by Fr “"ﬂ--c[—Kh’l 1faac by Raphael, Facob by
Picl, and Mofes by Mittaron, Sed creda
7&:54"&1:; Apella, non Ego, Lﬁ.ﬁ the Jews be-
lieve. it, { (ha'n’s. However this ~may be
remaxkd of  the Hiftorians, that thefe Con-
trivances have not always been without their
Ufe, fecing Scipio pradtifing them with Judg-
ment amonout the Romans, acquir'd the Repu-
tation of a great and good Man, and yras
fent to congquer Spain, though he was not
then of the Age: of four and twenty : Livy
{peaks thus concerning him 3" Fuit Scipio non
tantum veris artibus mzmbzlu Jed arte quogue
quadam adiwventa ad aﬂenmtmnem compofita
plerague apud multitudinem awt per- noflurnas
vifas [pecies, aut veluti divinitus mente moni-
ta agensy Scipio was not only admirable for
histrue Politicks, but hkbwiﬁ, for. ‘his arti-
ficial Contrivances, tranfatting many things
with the Popullu, as pr ocurimrr from No-
&urnal Appearances, orthe influence of fome
Divine Admonition : So likewife many other
Princes and private Men, that were not ca-
pable of arriving at the Finenefs of {uch In-
ventions, contented themfelves with fome-
thing elfe; that they thought might COII])tI'i-
ute
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bute to the Luftre of their Actions. ’Tis for
this reafon Tucitus {ays, thatVefpafian was,
Ommnium - que diceret aut ageret arte quadam
Offtentator, had,a certain Art of {etting off all
lie faid or did, with a fort of Oftentation,
( Annals ‘Book 3.) and Corbulo 18 reprefented
by the fame Author, Super experientiam [a-
pientiamyque etiam fpecie. inanium wvalidus; be-
fides his Wifdom and Experience, he made
even trifling Appearances become prevalents
and this was done for a good Reafon, fince
he fays in another place;! Prinicipibus omnia
ad faman dirigenda, Princes (hould diret all
their. A&ions to the obtaining ‘a Reputation,
feeing, according to Cerdan’s Remark, Aifti-
matio & opiniorerumn bumanarwn Regine funz,
(Book 3. de Util.) for Efteem” and Opinion
are the Queens of Human Altions. Several
other Obfervations which relate to the go-
vernment of particular Perfons might here be
made, but for thofe I (hall refer to the Trea-
tife of Cardan juft-now cited, and proceed te
the Secrets of OFconomy, or the Rule and
Adminiftration of Families, in which T con-
tent my felf with taking notice of fome that
have been ufed to counterplot the Intrigues
which Women make ufe of againft their Hu-
{bands, in their purfuit of unlawful Pleafures
to which purpofe I remember to have read
a Story in the pleafant Tales of Boucket, or
Chaudrier, which thall here pafs for ferious,
as being much more proper to corred thefe
wanton Humours, than that of Lz Mule, who

was
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was eight Days without drinking, which is
mention’d by Cardan in his Book of Wifdom.
A certain Pyfician, fay they, being inform’d
that his Wife went to divert her felf;

Intrabat calidum veteri Centone Lupanar,
Juvenal.

would often go to Places of no very good
Credit, and that the next Day fhe was to
meet Company, was not in the leaft con-
cern’d at it nor took any notice, but at mid-
night, and when his Wife dreamt of nothing
lefs, leapt out of Bed feigning that Thieves
were in the Houfe, takes his Sword in his
Hands, difcharges two or three Piftols, cries
Help, Murder, ftrikes his Sword upon the
Table and Wainfcot, in thort, ‘does all he
could to frighten and difturb his Family; In
the ‘morning when all was over, he felt his
Wife’s Pulfe, and found it much oppres’d by
reafon of the fright fhe had had, and for
that he muft take away ten or twelve Oun-
ces of Blood. Now this Evacuation having
caus’d a fmall Emotion, he began to feem
concerned as if fhe had a high Fever, upon
which he repeated the bleeding feven or eight
times afterwards, he proceeded to fhaving
cupping and purging her to the laft degree,
fo that the kept her Bed fix Months, without
ever having been fick. In the mean time. he
had opportunity to ruin her Intrignes and
break off her old Acquaintance, to {poil her
fine Complexion ; cool her warm Bleod, al-

2 lay
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lay the Ferment of the Humours, which
had rais’d in her a Flame more unextin-
guifhable than'that of the Stone Afbeffos,

Qui_nulla_moritur , nullaque_extinguitur

Arte. (Trigault.)

That cannot * die,” not yet be quench’d
by Art.

But the Secrets the People 'of China practife
to cure thofe Diforders which are crept into
Families is much neater and more artful,
For they have made it one’of the principal
Laws of their Nation, That'the chief Grace
and Beauty of theit Women' fhould depend
upon the fmallnefs “of ‘their Feet,” and that
they fhould ‘be " efteemed  the ‘moft beautiful
who had “the fmalleft and" prettieft. * This
Law was no fooner publifh’d, but all the
Mothers , without confidering the confe=
quence, ‘began’ to fwath and 'bind up their
Daughters Feet fo tight, thatithey could not
go abroad, nor indeed ftand upright, but by
the affiftance of two or three Servauts s f{o
this Figure, tho" at firft artificial, paffing into
a natural Shape, like that of the Macrocephali
ot Pcople with long Heads, mention'd by
Hippocrates, the Chinefe infenfibly fix’d the
Mercury which their Women had in their
Feet, making them refemble the Tortoife men-
tion'd by the Poets.

B ~——Tur-
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~Tardigrada & domiporta
Sub  pedibus Veneris Cous quam finxit A-
pelles.

Of Progrefs flow, with Houfe upon her
Back,
Such as dpelles plac’d at Venus's Fect.

By this means they hindred them from wal-
king abroad with their Gallants, and to their
ufual Appointmients : In the fame manner as
the Venetian Ladies are oblig’d to ftay at
home ‘much oftner. than. they would do, by
the- ufe .and -extraotdinary inconvenience of
their Choppins = But the Story reported by
Mocquet-1s much ftranger and {urprizing, for
he {ays, that he has not only. been credibly
informed, but has/{een it practis’d amongft the
Caribes a People rude and barbarous, that
when a Hufband dies, let it be by what ac-
cident foever; the Woman is conftrain’d un-
der pain of remnaining contemptible, infamous
and deferted by all her Friends and Relations,
to refolve to die with him and to throw her
{elf .into a great Pile of Fire,, with as much
Pomp and. rejoycing as if it were upon the
day of hier Nuptials : upon which. Mocquet
fays, that being much furprizd; he afk’d the
reafon of fuch a Cuftom; and, was anfwer'd,
that. this was wifely eftablifh’d as.a Remedy
for thegreat Inconftancy and Falfenefs of the
Women of this Country, who before the

making of this Law were ufed to poifon their
Hufbands
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Hufbands when they were weary of them;

or had a mind to marry! fome other that was
more ftrong and vigoious;

Quiique [uo melius nervum tendebar Ulyfle,
Who than Ulyffes drew a ftronger Bow.

Nowr if this:Remedy: was well proportion'd
to- theé: Nature of thofe!People for whom
it'was ordain’d , ) that!which Diomyfius the
Tyranto of Syracufe put inopractice to hine
der “the Feaftsi'and 'Affemblics ‘which were
kept in.the"Night, was not:lefs fitted to ‘his
Occeafions 5 “for* without :declaring: that they
any way'difpleas'd: him; ‘or fhowing that he
feared left ‘they had any defign to confpiré
againft him; hewas icontént by degrees: to
grant Tpunity. torall Riots and Thefts-that
were committed in-the-Night, turning them
into a Subje&t of Laughter, and by this Cons
nivance ' gave {uch a Confidence to all the
loofe Fellows in the Town to ufe all People
ill'that' they met in: the Streets; in the night
time', that ‘no Perfon durft!ftir out of their
Houfe' after'Sun fet, for fear of running the
hazard of ‘being ftript or miurderd by thofe

forts of Robbers. )
Let us come now to fome others, lefs fe-
rious'and’ confequently lefs troublefoine and
dangerous : The Republicks of Greeve being
defirous that their Subje&s fhould eat their
Fith whilft it was frefh and 'at a reafonable
Rate, had not recourfe to'the Methods of lay-
E 2 ing
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inga Fine upont them, for which the Fifh-
mengers might have had {fome reafonito com-
plain, but they took the Advice which the
Comick Poet Alexis fays was propofed to them
by driffonicus | they ‘12id “a grievous Penalty
upon all Perfons that {old Fifh i they did it
down in the Market, Ut ii flandi tedio laff-
tudineq; confeltr; quam recentiffimos venderent +,
That being weary of ftanding theymight felf
them: frefh to difpatch their Market: So the
Rotians would not {uffer the Priefts of Fupi-
zer-to ride' on Horfe-back left as Feftus Pom-
pivs Aays, i -longius ur&e /z’zﬁ“m’e:ent facra
negligeréntur'y - €5 they:fhould igo far from
the City the Holy Ofﬁces might chance to be
negledted.

It -were an. eafie: thing to produce’ {everal
more:Examples: of ithis kind, - 1f  thefe were
not fufficient to det us-judge of thereft, and
toclead ‘us to the third {ort, Which is'that of
Politicks;or the Government of Nations by
onne Petfon or by many » Now-n rélation to
this-laft, - that nothing: may be omitted that
can ferve for its llluﬁrdtion we may obferve
thiree things; ‘The firft is the general Science
of -the Eftablifhment - and' Prefervation- of
States and Empires, which Science does not
only:contain What has been delivered down
to.us by Plato-and Ariftotle, but likewife all
that Tuly in hisBook of Laws, Xenophon in
his Prince; Plutareh-in-his M"mms Ifocrates,
Synefius and other Authors have thought ne-
cdfary to be-underftood and praétis'd by thofe
who
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who govery's It is' likewife certain, that it
confifts in ‘many Rulés'that are univerfally
received and approvid, fuch as thefe ;. ‘That
things do ot happen by chance or neceflitys
That there isa God that is the firft Caufe of
all things, who has made a Heaven for the
Reward of the Juft;, and eternal Torments
for the Punifhment: of the Wicked 3  That
fome ought to command, and others to obey 5
That it is. the Duty of a Man to defend his
Religion, his Prince and his Country, in the
fight of all Men, and againft'all Men; That
the main Strength of a Prince confiftsin the
Love and>Union of: his Subjeéts ;: ‘That he
has a right to levy Money from his Subjects
to {fupply the Neceffities of 'War, and for the
Maintenance of his Court;with {everal others
fet forth and explained by Marnz, Ammirato,
Parusa, Remigio, Fiorentino ;- Zinaro, Mal-
vezzi, and Botero in their Political Diz
{courfes,

'The fecond is ‘properly what the French
call Maximes &’Eftat, and the Italians Ragion
di Stato, though Boterus has compris’d all
the three Differences under that Term, when
he fays, Ragione di Stato e notitia di Mezzi
atti @ fundare, confervare & ampliare, un
Dominio, Reafon of State is the Knowledge
of meafures proper for the Foundation, Pre-
fervation, and Increafe of a Dominion j in
which he has not hit fo right, in my Opi-
nion, as thofe who defin’d it to be,  Exce/fus
Juris communis: proprer commune Bonum', An

E 3 Encroach-
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Encroaching upon.common! Right, for the
common Good ; -feeing this Definition being
more {pecial, particular and determindte, one
may diftinguifh by it betwixt the firft Rules
for the Foundations of Empires, -which are
eftablithed upon Laws, and conformabie to
Reafon 5 and thefe fecond which Clapmarius
wmproperly calls' dreana Imperiorum, and we,
with more reafon, Maxims of State, fince
they cannot be pronounced Lawful, either ac-
cording to the Natural or Civil Law, or the
Laws of Nations but only out of Confidera-
tion of the publick Good, which often
reaches farther than that: of particilar Per-
fons 5 {o we fee that Claudius, when by the
Laws of his Country he could not take 7Fulia
Agrippina the Daughter of Germanicus to be
his Wife,; he had recourfe to the Laws of
State; and fo found outanevident Contradii-
on to the ordinary ones, and married her; ne
femina experte fecunditatis, {ays Tacitus.,
inkegra Juventa, clavitudinem Cefarum in aliam
domum transferret; Book 12, That.ds o’ fay,
left this Lady happening to marry into fome
great Houfe, the Blood of the Cefars might
be fpread into other Families, and produce a
Number of Princes and Princeffes ; who in
time might have fome Pretenfions to the Ein-
pire and confequently difturb the publick
‘Tranquillity. For the fame' reafon Tibe-
rius - would not - let Agrippina’ the Wi~
dow of Germanicus, and Mother to her we
have been fpeaking of, marry again, the’ fhe

requi-
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required it of him with fuch Remonftrances,
fupported with powerfiil Realons, as could not
be refug'd her, without Injuftice, which ne-
verthelels ‘was render’d lawful; by Reafon
of State, fince Tiberius “Was not ignorant
 quanim ex republica petererut , Tacitus
Book 4. Annal.) that is to fay, what confe-
quence this Marriage might b of, and that
the Children which fhould fpring from,it,
being fo nedrly related to dugu/fus; the Roman
State might fome Day fall into great Troubles
and Parties by reafon of divers Perfons that
might ihake Pretences to the Empire. -No
Law likewife permits'us- to' procure the 1l
and Difadvantage of oe that never has done
us any harm. “And yet this Maxim of ‘State.
related by Livy (Book 2. Dec. 5.) 1d agen- -
dum ne orinium rérim jus ac” poteftds ad unim
populim perveniat, That care thould be taken
that no one People fhould have an univerfal
Power 3 obliges us-to Tuccour our Neighbour
againft thofe who’ hdve never offended us
for fear their Ruin fhould ferve as Steps to
haften our'own, and that all our Companions
being devoured by thofe new Cyclops’s, we
fhould * expé& no othér Favour than that
which was granted fo Ulyffes to be the laft
Morfel to fatisfie their Hunger. This is the
Pretext that the £tolians made ufe of to ob-
tain Succours from King Antiochus and Deme-
trius King of the Ilyrians to excite PhilipKing
of Masedonia and Father of Perfeus to take
up Arins ‘againft the Romans, -~ This was

E 4 likewile
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likewife the Reafon why that great Politi-
cian Cofmo de Medicis, was {o defirous to
keep Milan from falling into the hands of
the Venetians, when the Race of the 7if-
eonti DuKes of Milon was extin®. And Hen-
7y the Fourth being inform’d that the Duke
of Savoy had fail'd in his Attempt to {urprize
Geneva, {aid openly, That if it had fucceed-
ed he would have laid Siege to it the Day
following ; and yet - when the King of
Spain invaded the fame Duke’s Territories,
France upon the foremention’d Maxim; came
in powerfully to his Afliftance. It was this
which furnif’d Alexander the: Sixth and
Francis the Firft with a lawful Excufe for
making Alliances with the Grand Seignior ;
From thence the Spaniards held a {ecret Cor-
refpondence with the Hugonors, and France
let Troops pafs privately into the. Zalioline
and intc Holland, though all this {eem’d in
outward Appearance to be againft the Rules
of Religion, at leaft of common Piety and
Confcience. . In thort, without this Confide-
ration there could never have. been {o many
Leagues broken as we find in Guicciardine s
Charles. the Fifth would never have abando-
ned the Venetzans to the Turks: Charles the
Eightb would not {o eafily have been driven
out of lraly: Paul the Fifth would not fo
_quietly have got Pofleflion of the Dutchy of
Lerrara, nor could the prefent Pope have
feiz’d upon that of Urbin : So many Princes
would not defire the Reflitution of the Puls

tinate,
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tinate, nor the Profperity of the King of
Sweden, nor that Cafal fhould remain to
the Duke of Mantua, were it not by vir-
tue of this Maxim, to fet bounds to the un-
meafurable Ambition of certain Nations who
would put that in practice towards their
neighbouring Princes, which rich Citizens
do to the poor ones

O fi angulus ille
Parvulus accedat qui nunc -denormat Agel-
lum. Hor. Book 2.

Might that fmall Angle happen to my

- fhare

*Twould make this Field of mine fo re-
gular!

We might add, that the Law of Arms does
not permit thofe People to be ill treated,
who have furrender’d themfelves, and imn-
plor’d the Mercy of their: Conqueror, and
yet when the number of Prifoners is {o great
that they cannot eafily be guarded, provided
for, or put-into a Place of Safety, or that
their own Side will not Ranfom them, it is
allow’d by thefe Maxims to put them all to
the Sword, fince otherwife they might ftarve
an Army, put them to defiance, favour the
Enterprizes of their Companions, and caufe -
a thoufand other Difticulties. ~And for this
Realon Aldus Manutius, Difcourfe Il has
held, that. Hannibal might bejuftly excusd
for {laying in the Temple of Funo all the Re- .

man
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man Captives that would ‘not  follow him
when he left Jealy; although for this and
{fome other Actions Falerius Maximus has gi-
ven him this Charaé&er, Hannibal cujus ma-
jori ex parte virtus. [#vitia conftabat, The
Valour of Hamnibal confifted moft inCruelty.

To fuch Maxims as thefe we may refer
the manner of A&ing, or particular Cuftoms
of certain Nations as to their own Govern-
ment: As for Example, that of our Salick
Law, fo religioufly obferv’d touching the
Succeflion of Males to the Crown, and the
Exclufion of Females, by which Means the
Crown was preferv’d from the Invafionof the
Spaniards during the time of the League :
The true and loyal Frenchmen having prote-
fted againft all foreign Pretenfions as null
and void, and difmift all the Rivals by this
formal Text of the Law, Francorum Regni
fucceffor Mafculns efto, Let the Succeflor to
the Kingdom of ' the Franks be a Male.

That Law of the Chinefe 1s much of the
fame Nature, which prohibits Strangers from
coming into their Kingdom under ' pain of
Death; That of the grand Turk to {trangle
all his Relationsy thatof the King of Ormius
to put out their Eyes; that of the Aby/fins to
make them dwell upon the topof an inaccef=
fible Mountain 5 the Offracifme amongft the
Atbeniansy the Maize to the Palaix, 2 Peo-
ple of Germany 4 the Council of Difcoli at
Luscay the Lake Orfano at Venice the Ins

quifition in Spain and Italy; and feveral o~
they
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ther Laws and Cuftoms peculiar to each Na-
tion, - which have no .other Foundation of
Right but thefe Reafons of State, and yer
are all very religioufly obferv’d, as being ne-
ceffary for the Confervation of thofe States
that make ufe of them.

To conclude: The Jaft thing that is to be
confider’d in Politicks are thefe smafler firokes
which may come under the {ame definition
that we have already given to the Maxims
and Reafons of Stave, Ut fint exceffus juris
communis propier commune bonum, or to ex-
plain it better, Bold end extraordinary Atti-
ons, which Princes are conflrain’d to execute
when their Affairs are difficult and almoft to
be defpair’d of; contrary to the common Right,
without obferving any Order or-Form of = fu-
flice , . but bazarding particular Intereft - for
the good of the Publick. - But the better to
diftinguifh between thefe Maxims, this may
be added, ‘that generally when any thing 1s
done by Maxims, all Caufes, Reafons, Mani-
fefto’s, Declarations, and Forms and Methods
to prove an Action lawful precede the Effeéts
and Operations of them; whereas on the
contrary, in thefe mafler firokes of State, the
Thunderbolt falls: before the Noife of it is
heard in the Skies, Ante ferit, quam flamme
micet, Prayers are faid before the Bell is rung
for them ; the Execution precedes the Sen-
tence; he receives the Blow that thinks he
himfelf is giving it ; ‘he fuffers who never ex-
pected it, and he dies: that Jeok’d upon him-
4 ol
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felf to be the mioft {ecurey all is done in the
Night and Obfcurity, amongft Storms and
Confufion, the Goddefs Laverna prefides, and
the firft Grace requefted of her1s this,

Da fallere, da fanétum juffumque videre
Notiem peccats, & fraudibus objice Nubem.

Make me a Saint and Juft to human Sight,
But wrap my Cheats in Clouds,and Crimes
in Night. '

They have however fo much thatis good
1 them,thatthey have the fame Jufticeand E-
quity that we faid before lay under the Max-
ims and Reafons of State, but thofe Maxims
might be publifh’d before the Stroke, where-
as. the principal Rule obfervd in thefe, is to
keep them conceal’d till they arefinifh’d.  Of
this fort were the remarkable Exccutions of
the Count of St. Paul under Lewis the Ele-
venth, of the Marfhal de Biron under Henry
the Fourth, the Earl of, Effex under Eliza-
beth Queen of England, the Marquis D’ Ancre
under the King now reigning; the two Bro-
thers under Henry the Third, of Majon under
William the Firft, King of Sicily,; of David
Riccio under Mary Queen of Scors, of Spurius
Melius the RomanKnight under Abala Servi-
lius Commander of the Horfey of Sejamus
and Plautian under two {everal Emperors,
which were all as lawful and neceflary one
as the other, and yet the three firft ought to
be refer’d to Maxims. and:Reafons of Stase,
iE I becaufe
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becaufe the Procefs was made and Forms of
L.aws obferv'd before their Execution, and
all the reft to the mafler [trokes of State and
Refin'd Politicks,  becaufe ‘no Proceedings
were againft them till their Execution.  We
may likewife bring this diftinétion, that al-
though many Formalities might precedethe
execution of a Defign, «yet if Religion 1s
mightily profan’d by'it; as'when'the Veneti-
an 1aid, Somo Venetiani, dopo' Chriftiani, We
are Venetians' and afterwards . Chriftians :
Whena Chriftian Prince calls in the Turk to
his Afliftance; ‘when Henry the Eighth made
his Country revolt from ' the Holy Seej
when the Duke of Saxomy encourag’d the
Herefv of Luthers when Charles of Bourbon
took Rome, 1mprifon’d the Pope; and put
three Cardinals to Death ; or when the Af-
fair is altogether extraordinary and of ver
great Confequence for the Good or 1ll that
may happen from it 5 then'we may ufe this
Term of a mafter Stroke of State; as we may
judge by the following enumeration of {fome
of them which have been put in Pra&ice not
by Turks, Infidels or Cannibals, but by Chri-
ftian Princes, fuch’ as not to' flatter or fpare
our own Nation, have been Kings of Francey
amongft whom Clovis the firft Chriftian King,
committed fome f{o firange and fo far from
all Juftice, that I cannot imagine what
thoughts that good Man- Savaren muft have
when he wrote a Book of 'his Sanctity:
Charles the Seventh made no feruple of - car-

rying




SRS e e

63 Confiderations upon

tying on his defigns by Foan the Maid of O
loans y Lewis the Eleventh broke his Word
given to the Conftable, deceiv'd every one
under the Veil of Religion, and made ufe of
the Hermite the Prevoff to put marly Perfonsto
death withott any formal Proceedings 5 'Fran-
¢cis'the Firff was the Caufel of the Turks
coming into Itzly, and would not obferve the
‘Treaty made at Madridy Charles the Ninth
confented to ‘the ' meimorable «Maffacre of
St. Bartholomew, and to the {fecret Affaflina-
tion of - Lignerolles and Buffy 5 Henry the
Third difpatch’d'the Guifes 5 Heury the Fourth
made a League Offenfive and Defenfive with
the Hollanders, not to mention his Converfi-
on to the Catholick Religiony and Lewis the
Fust, all whofe ‘Actions were efteem’'d Mi-
racles, and his mafter firokes of State to be
the effeds of his Juftice, pradisd two fig-
nal ones in the Death of the Marquis D’ nsre,
and the Succours he fent to the Valtoline. As
for the Venetians, if it is true that they hold
conftant to the Maxims abovemention'd, it
muft be confefs’d that they remain plung’d
in the depth of a continual Matchiavelifin,
not to mention feveral other things that they
daily pra&ice. ~'The Florentines in rejoycing
at the Captivity of ' St. Lewis 1n the Holy
Land, did not fo'much ‘make ufe of a Secret
of State, as of an A&ion very difcommen-
dable and fhameful:: It was remarkable, fays
Villani, that 1when the News ¢ame to Florence
where the Gibellins were then in Power, they
made
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smade a Feaft in their great Hall.  Amongft
the Popes we may take notice of the Prifon
of Celeftine, the Poifon of Alexander the
Sixth, the Aflaffination of Father Paul, which
was defign’d, though not perfected; which
are two certain proofs, that they do not ceafe
to, be Men when they are ele@ted to be Popes.
Charles of dnjou King of Sicily, cut off the
Heads of Conradin and Frederick of Auftria &
Peter of Arragon gave Authority. to the Sici=
lian Vefpers. - Alphonfo King of Naples, and
Alexander the Sixth had recourfe to Bajezer
againft the Forces of Charles the Eighth of
France. ' The Emperor Charles the Fifth, did
not give the Inveftiture of the Dutchy of -
lan to the Duke of Orleance, though in his
Paflage through France he had. promis’d to do
it.  The fame Emperor juft at the Time
when he had it in his: Power to Ruine the
Proteftants, rather chofe to make ufe of them
to invade France, and call'd them his Black
Guards.  He .diverted that Money which
Germany had contributed to the War againft
the Turks, to the Ruin of Francis the Finfts
His Hatred to the King of England be-
caufe of the Divorce from his Aunt, made
Rome fo - violent againft Henry the Eighth,
and by this means gave occafion to the Change
of Religion which then happen’d, = After
this he made a League witlt that King; and
got him to take Arms, againft France - His
General Charles de Bourbon took Rame and
raisd fuch a Perfecution againft the Ecclefia-

fticks,
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fticks, zhar (as it is in that Dialogue of Cha-
ronve ) no Man durft appear abroad inthe Ha-
bit of a Fryar or a Priefl. In fhort, in his
time and by his Command, there was {o
great a Butchery of Men in the Indies, which
were then newly difcoverd, thatit is beyond
any credibility. ~ Philip the Second would ne-
ver {uffer the Pope to meddle with the Af-
fairs of Portugal, and hang’d up all the French
Soldiers that were going to the Affiftance of
Don Antonio. And whoever does not know
how much he labour’d for the Reconciliati-
on of Henry the Fourth to the Church of
Rome, may learn it from Cardinal D’Offat’s:
Letters, whereall thofe Artifices are record-
ed which at that time were practis'd ‘againft
the French Monarchy. ‘Now thefe Exam-
ples drawn only from the Hiftories of ten or
twelve Princes being fo many in Number, T
am of Opmion they may ferve for an un-
doubted Proof to demonftrate, that though
the Writings of Mazchiavel are prohibited,
his Dodtrine has neverthelefs been pradis’d
by the fame Perfons, whofe Authority has
cenfur'd them,

But having fully difcours’d of the Defini-
tion, 1t is likewife neceflary to confider, what
the Divifion may be ; the firft and moft na-
tural way feems to be to divide them Into
juft and injuft,that isto fay, into Monarchical,
and Tyrannical; and that under the firlt we
may place the death of Plautian, Sejanus, and
the Marquis D’ Ancre; and to the fecond that
of Remus and Conradin, . Befides
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Befides this Divifion, which I look upon

as the principal, . they may likewife be divi-
ded into fuch as regard the publick good,
and others that have refpect only to the pri-
vate Intereft of the People wlo undertake
them. The firft comprehends fuch A&ions
as that of Hamnibal, who put to death a
Roman Prifoner, who in. his Prefence had
flain an Elephant, Dicens indignum vitd qui
cogi potuerat cum beflis decertare 5 Saying he
was not fit tolive, who was fo mean as to be
compell’d to fight with Beafts.  Although it
1s thuch more. probable as Sarifburgenfis has
judicioufly obferv’d (Palycrat, Book 1. ¢, 2.)
Eum noluiffe Captivum inauditi triumphi glo-
r1a illuftrari, & infamari Beflias quarum vir-
tute terrorem Orbi incufferaty He would not
fuffer a Captive to be honoured with the
Glory of an unheard,of Triumph, and thofe
Beafts thould fallinto any difcredit, by whofe
Strength we had firuck Tesror through the
Univerfe. So the People of Elis in Greece
having brought Phidias the Statuary from A-
thens to make the Image of Fupiter O rpi-
us, when he had perform’d his Work fo ad-
mitatiof), thinking that if they let him return
to Athens he might make another that might
furpafs it, accus'd him of Sacrilege and ha-
ving cut off both his Hands, fent him home
in that condition 5 Nec puduit illos Fovem de«
bere facrilegio , nor were they atham’d to
owe their Fupirer to a Sacrilege, fays Sencca,
and the poor Phidias, Talem fecit Fovem uz
K has
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hoc gjus opus Elii, ultimum effe wvellent, Made
fuch a Fove as was to be-the laft Work he
whas to finith. ~As to'thofe which regard
a private Intereft they have been pradisd by
al] the Legiflators and New Prophets that
we fhall fpeak of hereafter.

They may likewife be divided into thofe
swhich “are fortuitous or cafuals. as when
Columbus perfuaded fome of the Inhabitants
of the new World, “that he would take a-
way the Moon from'them (which was foon
after to. {uffer an Eclipfe) if they did not
furnith him with plenty of Provifions ; and
into thofe which wete premeditated and un-
dertaken upon a mature deliberation from
the apparent Good that they judge may
proceed from them, as moft “of thole were
which we have lately difcours’d of.

There are likewife fome that are fingle
or determin’d by one”blow, -as the, Death
of Sejanus; and fome that are compound-
ed, ‘that is, follow’d or preceded by feves
tal others; “preceded, ds that of St. Bariho,
lomew by the death of Lignerolles, the Max-
tiage of the King of Navarre, and the
wounding of the Admital 3 follow’d, as the
Ekectition of the Marquis of Ancré by that
of T¥avail, of his Wife the Marchionefs, and
the Exile of the' Quean-Mother.

There are fouie which are done by Prin-
ces, “when  the Neceflity and Conjunéure of
their Affairs require them, of which.only we
fhalltreat in this Difcourfe; andothers which

: are
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are executed by their Minifters, making ufe
of their Maftets Authority to-accomplith’ na-
ny things;: either for their own private Inte-
reft, or that of the Piiblick, withont letting
the! Prince: know, thé«firft« Springs and Mo-
tions, {o weé fee the advancement of Poitell;
under-Francis the firft, was a Trick of State
of the Chancellor Poyet,) that the ill Chara&er
of Bigot-the Philofopher: given to the Tame
King was another, done by Caftellan Bithop
of \Mafoon:-And irscur-times, the Death  of
Reboul;: the Imprifonment’ 'of the Abbot (‘du
Bois; and the givingiof the Cardinal's Hat to
Monfieur 4'0ffat, were: attributed 'to Mot
fieur deVillergy, as Person’s Hat was to Mon-
fieur: de Sully; and the Execution of Travail
to Monfieur:dz Luynes.* But becaufe. more
Divifions: may: be troublefome and fuperflu-
ous, I-{hall content my felf with thefe alrea-
dy fet down; and proceed to ‘the following
Chapter, 119}

C H A P. Il

With what Precantions , and npon what
Occaftons thefe Refin'd Foliticks may
be made #fe of. -

Come now to what is moft effential as to
this Difcourfe, and fince dif®reet and good
Phyficians, never order violent and dange-*
F 2 T0US
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sous Remedies, without dire@ing what Pre-
cautions are neceffary to make them truly ufe-
ful, foIthink it proper todo upen this Oc-
cafion; and fhall be the ‘more willing, be-
caufe thefe Mafler Stiokes: of State  are-like
4'Sword, that may be manag’d well orill,
as the Lavince of Felepbus that cankillorcure;
ot like Diana at:Epbefiss.that-had two Faces,
ene {adi; the other pleafants in thort, like
the Medals invented by the Herericks, which
veprefent! the Devil:and the Pope under the
fame Featuresand Eineaments, or the Pictures
that fhety: Deathy and Life, according to"the
dfferént fides that - you ftand to look upon
them’s Befides, none but' a:Timen would fet
up Gibbets to letMen hang themfelves: upon
them ;-and for mayowmn.pact, I have 160 much
regard; for Nature, and that Humanity which
fhe preferibes us; to relate thofe Hiftories, on
purpof¢ that Peoplé might take ill Examples
from them.

T am-fehn winam quam pettore candidus
effem,
Extat adbuc nemo’ faueius ore meo.

\ Were Las bappy, asmy Breaft is ﬁ-ee

. FromScandal, none cen wounded wereby me.

Therefore being about to lay down the
Rules which ought to be obferved, that FHo-
nour, | Juftice, Profit and Decency may be
prefery’d; I tha#l have recourfe to thofe which

“Charon lias given-in his third Book, Chap. Qd:
an
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and I {hall place that firft which is upon the
defenfive, and not the offenfive, to preferve,
and not to make ones {elf great, burt to fence
off Surprize, Deceits 'and Villanies, rather
that to commit them': The World is full of
Artifice -and Malice, per fraudem & dolum
repna evertuntur, by Fraud and Treachery
Kingdoms are fubverted, fays Ariffotle; Tu
fervart per eadem nefas éffe vis, and would
youthink it Wickednefsto preferve them by
the faine Methods ? fays Lipfins. It 1s per-
mitted to countérplot what is plotted againft
us,and toplay the Fox Wwith an Old Reynard :
The Laws pardon fueh Faultsas Force obli-
aes us to commit, Jufitum eft unicuique ani-
wali, fays Salufk; ut f& vitamque tueatur, Self-
prefervation is a natural Inftin&, and accor-
ding to Tully, (Book 3. of his Offices) Com-
munis Utilitaris dereliftio- contra natnuram. eft,
It is againft Nature to fiy from our own Se-
curity : It is therefore fometimes neceflary to
let'the Byafs run more than’ ufually to one
fide, toaccommodate our felves to Times and’
Perfons, to mix Honey with the Gall, for
by the Application of a Cauftick enly, no-
thing is effected, but to leave a Rancour be-
hind 1t.: _ -

The fecond is, That it be done out of Ne-
ceflity, for the evident and important Good
of the State or Prince for whom itisdefigned 5
it is a neceffary and indifpenfable Obligation,
it is always a Duty to procure the Publick
Good, [emper gfficio fungitur, (Tays Cicero @& -

' F 3 the
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the {ame place) usilitari hominum-confulens &

Societqti, He is always doing his Duty, conful-

ting for. Society, and the Good of Mankind.

This Law which isfo common, and ought to

be the principal Guideof all the Agions of
Princes; Salus Populi fuprema Lex efto, Letthe

Safety of the People be ithe Supreme Laws,

abfolves them from :abundance of little Cir-
cumftances and Formalities. to which Juftice

would oblige them, {o.they are, Mafters: of
the Laws to extend or mitigate, to confirm or
abolifh them, not, as. it may feem good to

themfelves, but as Reafon and the Publick

Safety requires : The Honour of the Prince,

the Love of the Country, and the Welfare
of the People, are an equivalent for fomelittle

Faults and Injufticess to which;, not with a

defign to prophane any Paffage of the Scri-

ptures, may be applied the Counfel of Caiphas
the High-Prieft to the Fews, That it was ex-
pedient that ane man fbould die for the People.

‘The third is, rather-to march flowly, than
to drive furioufly, {feging

Netlla unquam de morte Hominis cunélatio

longa eft.” " = "

In cafe of Death there’s no Delay is long.
Claudian.

And that it be not made an Art or Trade, leaft
thefrequent ufe fhould be attended with fome
Injuftice. = Experience teaches us, that all
. {ych things as are wonderful and extraordi-

- nary
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gpary are not feen every Day, Comets don’t
appear but at the dlﬁance of {fome Ages, Mon-
fters, Deluges,Eruptions of V2 fuvius and Farth-
quakes happen rarely, and this uncommonefs
of the Appearance gives a Luftreand Beauty
to abundance of things which fuddenly lofe
it when they become too frequent,

Vilia funt nobis quaecunque priovibus annis:
Vidimusy & [ordet quicquid ([pectavimus

olim,

The Thing we often {ee but vile appears,
And the Contempt increafes with its Years.

T'may add, that if a Prince keeps himfelf
within thefe Bounds, he cannot well be blam’d,
nor upon that account be reputed as a bar-
barous or perfidious Tyrant, fince thefe De-
nominations are to be applyed only to fuch as
have contracted an habit of thofe 111 Qualities
and. Habits depend upon a great numbezr of
A&ions often repeated, Habitus ¢ft Acius mul-
toties repetizus, as a Line is a Continuation
of Points, and a Superficies a2 Multiplication
of Lines.

The fourth Rule is, that choice be.always
made of fuch Methods as are moft eafie
and gentle, and care be taken of that Maxim
which Claudian gave to the Emperor Hono-
rius,

Metii [atiabere poenis &
Trifte rigor nimius.

Fa The
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The Horror is too tragick for our Eyes,
What Merius has endur’'d, let that fuffice.

It belongs only to Tyrants to fay, Sentiat [e
mori, et him feel that he is dying,and to De~
vils to be pleas'd with: the Torments of Man-
kind: There fhou’d not be any Refemblance
with the Horfes at the Olyiupick Race, which
can never be eurb'd when once upon their
Carreer, the proceeding muft be by aJudge,
and not a Party, by a Phyfician, and not a
Hangman ; like a Man referv’d, prudent, wife
and difcreet, and not as one that is cholerick,
vevengeful, and given up to all forts of vio-
lent and extraordinary Paffions ; This Vir-
tue of Clemency teaches us that

Que doces us- peenis bominum _vel fanguine
pafei
Turpe ferumque putes,

None but a fierce and brutifh Mind,
¥eedson the Blood and Torments of Man-
kind,

and is always niore efteem’d than Rigour or
Severity, The Club of Hercules, as the
Poets fay, was givenhim to vanquifh Gyants,
punifh Tyrants, deftroy Monfters, and yet
it was made of an Olive Tree, as a Symbol
of Peace and Tranquillity ; it is poffible to eafe
a great Tree that is dying, by lopping off
fome of the Branches, and letting Blood at 2

, ' {eafo-
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feafonable time, often prevents extraordina-
vy Difeafes ¢ ‘Tn fhort, this" is to imitate a
good Surgeon, who begins with Operations,
that may be ‘eafily fupported 5 and even the
Fews gave certain Liquors to drink to con-
demn’d Perfons, to take away the Senfe and
Pain of their Sufferings ; the Head of Sejanus
might have fatisfy’d Tiberius; Hannibal might
have made his Captives unferviceable, with-
out killing them, and the facking of Rome
might have been lefs odious, if there-had
been more regard fhewn to the Churchesand
their Priefts, and the Marquis &’ Ancre had
not been lefs juftly punifh’d, though he had
not been dragg’d along and torn to pieces.
Wos crudeles vocabo (fays Seneca in his third
Book of Clemiency) qui puniendi caufam ha-
bent, modum non babent 3 They may be call’d
cruel who have reafon to punifh, but don't
carry 2 Mien or Temper in the doing
of 'it.

The fifth is, That to juftifie thefe Adions,
and diminith the blame that is generally caft
upon them, when Princes find therfelves re-
ducd to theneceffity of pradifing them, they
thould do, it with Concern and Regret, as a
Father that fuffers the Limb of his Child to
be cut off to fave itsLife, or asPerfonsdraw
aTooth togain fome Reft, it iswhat the Poet
does not. forget in his Defcription of a good
Prince '

Sit
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Sitpiger ad, penas Princeps , ad. pramia
roiien s ueloss
Quiqué dolet quoties cogitur ffe ferox.

.~ He’s flow to punifh, cager toreward,
__And grieves ‘when forc’d to do a thing
that’s hard. :

therefore fuch fort of Operations ought tobe
retarded, rather than haften’d too much, to
be often revolv’d in- the Mind; -and all things
are to be thought of toavoid them if poflible,
and fhould be done with the fame Reluctan-
cy, as a Man 'in’ a Tempeft ‘at Sea, would

facrifice’ all  his ‘Goods to the Fury'of that'

Element.

It is' not my Intention to conclude the num-
ber of thefe Rules, by any one that fhou’d be
thought' to be the laft that s worthy of Ob-
fervation , for1doe not judge it fitting to pre-
feribe limits to Clemency and Humanity, let

them extend their Bounds as far as they can,

they fhall always feem to'me“to betoo much
{traitned. When there is no Fear thatthe Horfe
{hould ftumble,’ we may 'give him the loofe
Rein,  when the Wind 1s fair we may hoift
all the Sails, Virtues can be endangerd by
nothing but contrary Vices, -and wlhilft they
are at a fufficient diftance from them, there is
no need te reftrain them: [t is very true that
they have not fo frecaCarreer in theSubje&t we
are treating of, as in feveral others, but this
witl be fufficient, that a Prince who cannot

be
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be altogether good, may be partly fo s and
he that fora {uperior Reafon cannot be juft,
may not be altogether cruel, unjuft, and wic-
ked; but though we had only " thefe fivé
Rules and Precautiotis, in'my Opinion thefe
are {uflicient to'let any one thathas the leaft
Inclination to ‘do'good, fee what is Reafon,
and though I'had not fet them down fo diftiné-
ly, yet Difcretion and his own Judgment,
would not let a prudent Man be ignorant'of
them. Seeing

Quid faciat, quid non bomini Prudentia
mon/lrat. (Palingenius,)

It is likewife my Intention, that all the
Hiftories I have, or {hall hereafter relate, may
only fo far pafs forjuftifiable, as they may be
found conformable to right Reafon, when
they areapplied to thefe five Rules orto thofe
of general Prudence.

But all the forementioned Maxims and
Precautions {erving only to render us onl
better inftructed and difpofed for the Execu-
tion of the Mafter Strokes of State; we
now {ee in what Rencounters and upon what
Occafions they are to be. pradis’d, Charon in
Book of Wifdom (Book 3.¢.2.) without feem-
ng to defign it, propofes three or four, but
it is briefly @ la Sfugita, as the Scyrhians let
fly their {ureft Arrows when they feem to
be flying fafteft. 1 fhall extend them farther
by Reafons and Examples and add feveral
others which will ferve as Heads or Titles

2 te
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to which thefe that are found in Hiftorians
and other Authors may be referr’d.

Now uponithefe Occafiors there is ho doubt
but they fhould be plac'd firft tho’ perhaps
they may be the moft unjuft-which happen
upon the new Ere&tion and Eftablifhment, or
the change of Principalities and Kingdoms :
And firlt to fpeak of new Ere&iohs, if we
confider the Beginning of all Monarchies we
fhall find they have had their Rife from fuch
Inventions and by Deceits , by making Reli-
gion and Miracles march at the Head of a
fong Train of Barbarities and Cruelties, Titus
Livius (Book 4. Decad. 1.) was the firft that |
made this Remark: Datur bac Venia Antiqui-
tati ot wifcendo Humana divinis pri.fnordz'a
urbium augufliora faciaty We muft give this
Allowance to Antiquity that by mingling Di-
vine things with humane we nay render the
Foundation of Citics more folemn ; which
hereafter we fhall fhew to be very true, but
at prefent, we fhall mention nothing but
what is general and begin our Proof by the
Eftablithments of the four firft and greateft
Monarchies | of the World.  The fo much
renowned Semiramis, who founded the Em-
pire of the Affyrians took great Pains to per-
{uade her People, that being expos'd in her
Infancy, the Birds were fo careful as to nou-
rith her, and bring her Food in their Bills
as they do to their young ones, and being
defirous to confirm this Fable by the laft A-
&ion of her Life, order’d that aReport {houiljd

2 6
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be fpread , ‘after ‘her Deceafe, that fhe was
turrd into a-Dove; ‘and that fhe flew away
with a great’ many other Birds, that came
into her Chamber to ‘attend her: She had
likewile Refolution enough' to counterfeit
the chinging 'of her'Sex; and ‘to-reprefent
the Perfon of Her Son Ninus, and to iinitate
him in all his A&ions, and the better to fuc-
ceed'in this Enterprife, fhe introduced a new
fort ‘of Habit amongft the People, which
might moft eafily hide every thing that fhould
difcover her fo be a Woman, ‘Brachia enim
ac ciura velamentis | caput Tiaravegit, & ne
novo babitw aliquid occultare videretur eodsm
ornatu popz_zlmﬂ fu;[i’z'rz' jubet, quem morem ve-
[lis exinde gens univerfa tenet, For her Gar-
ments cover'd her Arms and Legs, and fhe had
a Tiara upon her Head, and left there might
feem as if fomething was coneeal’d-under this
new Habit, fhe commanded all her Subjetts
to wear the fame, which Fafhion has ever
fince continued in the Nation 5 and by this
neans , primis initis [exum mentita,  puer
¢redita eft, Having from the beginning dif~
fembled her Sex, the was thought to be a
Boy, (Fuftin Book 1.) Cyrus who eftabli-
fhed the Monarchy of the Perfians , would
4dd to his Authority, by that Vine which
his Grandfather 4fyages faw pringing:, Ex
naturalibus filie cujus palnite ompis Afia 0b-
wmbrabatur, from his Daughter and overfha-
dowing all 4fia. ~ And by the Dream he had
that he fhould take Arms and chufe a Slave

for
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for his Companion in all his Enterprifes ; be-
fides this, he raifed an opinion;, -that a Bitch
had given him fuck, in 2. Wood, where he
had been expofed by Harpagus, till fuch time
as a Shepherd finding him by chance carried
him home to his Wife and bred him up care-
fully in his Cottage. ~As for Alexander and
Romulus as their Defigns had a farther Reach,
fo it was neceffary to practife more prevail-
ing Stratagemsy for which, reafon, though
they as well as the former, began by that of
their Birth, yet they carried it as high as it
was poflible, from-which Sidonius took occa-
fion to fay:

Magnus Alexander nec non Romanus ha-
bentur

Concepti, [erpente Deo.

* "The Alexanders both of Greese and Rowme
Were got by Gods 1n/“Serpents Shapes
conceal'd.

As for Alexander, he madePeoplebelieve that
Fupiter was us'd to converfe with his Mother
Qlympias ; \and, that when he came into the
Wiorld, the Goddefs Diana wras fo diligent
ih her Affiftance at his Mother’s. L.abour, that
{he mever thought - of preferving - her own.
Temple at Epbefus, which, in-the mean time,;
was entirely confum’d, by an accidental Fire.
That he might farcher eftablifh this Opinion
of his Divinity-among(t his Subje&s, he fo
difpofed the Priefts, of Fupiter, dmmon - in.

Agyp
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Agypt, ut zngredzentem Lemphun ﬂm‘zm ut
Ammonis filium, falutarenty that, they {fhould
inftantly falute him as the Son of Ammon, (Fu-

fhin 1. 11.) And; that he might the better a&

his part, Rogat;num ommes; patris interfetores
St ultus.y: refpondent patrem eus nec. poffe in-
verfici nec mori, He atks whether. he had re-
veng’d: him{elf upon all his Father’s Murthe-
rers, they anfwered him that his Father could
neither be murder’d or die: He f{oon after
fhew’d the Eftects of this Contrivance ; forhe
commanded Parmenio to. deftroy all the Tem-
ples and abolifh all the. Honours which- the
Eaftern People render’d to Fafon, Ne cujuf~
quam Nomen, in. Oriente Venerabilius, quam A~
lexandry effer, That there might ;be no'name
in the Faft, more venerable rhan that of 4-
lexander, f o this may be addcd that when
fome Captives had dif{covered to him a Re-
medy againft the poifon’d Arrows of the In-
dians, before he made 1t publick, he told the
People that it was reyeal’d to him in.a Dream.
But this infatiable Ambition having. carried
him {o far as to make: himfelf ador’d,, he
found himfelf at laft, by the l\unonﬂranccs
of Calliftbenes, the Obﬁmacy of the Lace-
demonians, and the Wounds he received. in
the Wars, that all his management was not
{ufficient to confirm this " new Apotheofis ;
and that there was need of more good For-
tune to gain an inferior Place in Heaven than
to conquer here below and Domineer over the
whole Word. If to thefe Hiftories we add that

of
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of the Death of his Father Philip, to which he
and his Mother Olympias confented, as' like-
wife that of Clytus, whom he flew, With his
own Hand, becaufe he had got too much
Authority amongft the Soldiers,- we fhall
find that Alexander pra&is’d that'in' Secret,
which Cefar afterwards did more openly, Si
violandum eft jus, regnandi caufa, I Law 1s
to 'be violated it is for the'fake of Empire.
As to' Romuhes he rais’d a Reputation by the
Story of the God Mars, his having Conver-
fation with' his Mother Rbéz ; by that of
the Wolf which nourifhed him, the' Death
of his Brother, the Afylum which he efta-
blifked at Rome, the Rape of the Sabines)
the Murther of Tatius which he fuffered to
go tnpunifi’d, “arid laftly his -Death, by
drovening himfelf in the Matlhes to make
his People believe that his Body was’ taken
up into Heaven, becaufe it could not 'be found
apon Earth. " Now if to the Mafler Stroaks
of ‘Romulus, we add thofe which Nuwma Pom-
pilius pradisd by the Intervention of the
Nymph' Egeriz ,‘and the’ fuperftitious Rites
that' he inftituted daring his Reign, it will
afterwards be €afié'to judge, by what means
Rome came' to its Grandeur. '

Quibus anfpiciis illa inclyta' Roma
Irmperivm-tervis, animos aquavit Olympo.
: : Virgil.

Rome
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Rome whofe Afcending wa’fs {hall Hea-

ven invade. :
Tnvolving Earth and Ocean in her Shade,
High as the Mother of the Gods in

Place, :
And proud, like her, of an Immortal
Race. : Mr. Diyden.

It is likewife not improper to. remark, that
as the Monarchical Government could not be
founded without {o many Tricks and {o mucls
Cunning, yet there were as many neceffary
to caufe its Ruin, when the Tzrquins being
driven from Rome for the Rape of Lucrece,
the Monarchy was changed'into a Republick.
For we may firft obferve the diffembled Mad-
nefs of Funius Brutus, his pretended Fall
the Execution of his two Sons, as well be~
caufe they were Friends to the Tarquins and
accus’d of having a Defign of Bringing them
back to the City, as'becaufe the Education
they had received, - during the Monarchy
was directly contrary to that he was' going
about to fettle; and to finith all thefe A-
ctions by a Mafter Stroke of State, and by 2
true Areanum Imperii 5, He banith’d Tarquinius
Collatinus from Rome, though he had been
the Hufband of Lucretia, his Colleague in the
Confulfhip, and had contributed as much as
he had done to the Expulfion of the Targuins:
for tho’ he made it his Pretext that the name
of the Tarquins was become fo odious to the
Romans that they could not bear it even in

the
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the Perfon of their Friends: Yet his princi-
pal Aim was not to let any one of thofe re-
main who had pufh’d Matters to the laft Ex-
tremity, and that he might not divide the
Glory of that A&ion with one whofe Merit
he had publickly confefs'd, Meminimus, fate-
mur , ejecifti Reges, abfolve beneficium. tuum,
aufer binc regium nomen, (Livy Bock 2.) It
muft be confefs'd we remember that you ex-
pell’d the Kings, complete your Benefit, and
carry hence the very name of them.

And if we would examine all the other
Monarchies and Eftates, that are inferior to
thefe four, we may find Hiftory enough
of this kind to fill'a large Volume, therefore
it thall fuffice for the laft Proof of this Ma-
xim to confider what Mabomer practisd to
eftablith. his Religion,  together with that
Empire which is the greateft in the World at
prefent. Indeed as all Perfons of great Spi-
vits have been careful to take advantage of
the moft fignal Difgraces that'have happen’d
to them, {o he likewife did the fame, for
perceiving himfelf very fubjed to the falling
Sicknefs, he made his Friends believe that
the moft violent Fits of his Epilep[y were fo
many Extafies and Signs of the Spirito £ God,
that defcended upon him, he perfuaded them
likewife that a white Pigeon, that he had
taught to eat Corn out of his Ear, was
the Angel Gabriel, who came from God. to
tell ‘him what be was to do; after this he
mide ufe of one Sergiusa Monk, to compole

an
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an Alcoran, which they feigned to be di¢a-
ted by God himfelf, and at Iaft he.got a fa-
mous Aftrologer to difpofe the People by
his Predictions, that a change fhould happen
in the State, and a new Law fhould be gi-
ven them by a great Prophet, to receive that
more eafily which he was about to publifh :
But “one time perceiving that his Secretary
AbdalaBenfalon , againft whom he had taken
a-Difguft, without any Reafon, began to di-
feover and talk of hisidmpoftures, he cut hig
Throat/in the night tithe, in his own houfe,
and. fet: Fire to the four corners of it, and
thelnext. day perfuaded -the: People. that
this Fire was fent from: Heaven as a Punifh-
ment t6 him for corrupting  fome Paflages of
the Alsoran. - But thiswasnot the laft of his
Contrivances, he had.one Mafler Picce to fi-
nith withal;  He perfuadedione of his mofk
farthful Domefticks to: go-down to the bofs
tom of a Well, that was near. the highway,
and as lie was pafling by with a' grear Multis -
tude following him, as:therewas ulually, to
cry out, Mabomet is the beloved of God, M-
homet is the beloved of God: This being done
in ‘the mdnner ‘that was ‘propofed, he imme.-
diately return’d Thanks to the divine Good-
nefs for"fo fignal a Teftimony, and defir'd
all the People that attended him immediately
to fill up this Well and build a litcle Mofque
upon it for the Memorial of fuch a Miracle,
And by this Invention the poor Servant was
foon knocked on the Head, and buried under

G2 a Heap
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a Heap of Stones, that hinderd him: from
ever difcovering thisMiracle, But;

Excepit.. [ed Terra fonunt, calamique lo-
quaces,

The Earth’ and whiftling Reeds receiv'd
the Sound. . Petronius Epig,

Thé {econd Occafion that there may be ‘of
pradifing thefe fubtle Contrivances',” is ‘the
Prefervation or Reeftablifiment of Statcs and
Principalities, when by fome Misfortune; or
length of time, which diminifhes ‘and’ con-
fanies “every thing , they!begin to tend to
cuin and threaten a fodden Downfal unlefs
Care be taken to preferve thems And indeed
fecifig all things defire? their own Preferva-
tion; and are oblig’d; asmiuich as ris-poflible,
t0 maintain the Principlesiof theifBeing and
their Safety ;' Tamcperfuaded:; that! it '1s ak
Towed - may: ‘ever meceflary ' that that thould
ferve for their Support, which ferv’d! at firft
for their Eftablifiments I'may-addithatifthe
Opinion of Owid be true, ‘ )

Nois winor e[} virtus. quain qUareres parta
tiert, B e ;
Cafus incft illic, i erit, Ariis opus,
*Tis o Lef§ Virtué to preférye than gain,
“This is the Work of 'Chaiice but that of
Art, '

! ‘_';.'.' E
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it is reafonable to conclude that thefe refin’d
Politicks 'may be more juftly made ufe of
for the Deéfence than the raifing’ of a Monar-
chy; for before a State or Government was
fram’d, there was no Neceflity for the efta-
blithment of it, feeing fuch things have of-
ten proceeded from Chance, or been the effe@
of the Power or Ambition of fome particu-
lar Perfon: But on the contrary, when it is
once fettled it ought afterwards to be main-
tain’d.

Now: not to be- like thefe Vagabonds or
Gipfies

Quos aliena juvant propriis habitare mole-
ﬂum eft,

'Who have no Home but dwell at others
Cofts.

It will not be improper, after having re-
counted thefe Examples, to turn over our
own Hiftory, fince it contains thofe which
are as remarkable as the Greek or Roman.
And indeed when I confider what was done
by Clovis our firft Chriftian King, T muft
confefs that I never {aw any thing that came
up to it in all Antiquity; for the Country
of the Gauls was then divided into four dif-
ferent Nations, of which the Vifigath pof-
fefled Gafiony, the Burgundian was Mafter
of the Lionnois, the Roman commanded in
Soiffons and the neighbouring Provinces, and
the Franks whq were then almoft all [’agans

G 3 gov ernd
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govern’d the remainder : He was defirous to
unite and bring together thefe four divided
parts under his own Dominion, as 4fcula-
pins did to the Limbs-of Hippolytus. ‘Yo ac-
complifh this Defign, perceiving that Paga-
nifm began infen(ibly to lofe ground and be-
come antiquated, after having gain’d the Bat-
tle of Tolbiac over a German Prince, he took
the Refolution to become a Chriftian, and
by that means pleafe Clorilda the Queen, a
great number of Prelates and all the com-
mon People of France. Upon which [ may
make this Remark, that although it would
be more decent to attribute thefe firft Mo-
tives of fo confiderable a Change to fome
holy Infpiration obtain’d by the Prayers of
the good Queen Clotilda, and that I thould
interpret every thing that 1s doubtful in the
beft fenfe; yet in this place I may rank my
{elf amongft the Politicians, who are the on-
ly. People that have the Privilege of inter-
preting things otherwife, or at leaft of find-
ing..out fome Craft or Stratagem in .them,
that there may always appear to be fomething
in them that is refind, to quicken the Spirits
of fuch Perfons as they inftrudt, by the re-
cital of fuch remarkable Aétions, and pafling
a Judgment upon: them as if they were true,
though they are often founded upon Con-
jeftures and Sufpicions, which can in no
wife be prejudicial to the Truth of Hiftory.
Let us proceed therefore to fpeak of this Con-
" verfion of Clovis, according to the Senti-
ments
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ments of Pafjuier and fome other Politici-
ans: We fhall fay, that the facred Oil and
the Auriflamb or Banner, of which Paulus
Amilivs makes no mention, were fo many
Contrivances of State to give Authority ‘to
the change of his'Religion, which he would
make ufe of'asa powerful Machine to ruine all
his little neighbouring Princes.  And in truth
he began with theRomans whohad incurr’d the
common Hatred of all foreign Nations, then
he encounters the Vifigoths, upen Pretence
that they were Arians, and at laft he fell upon
the Princes Regnacaire, Cacarie, Sigebert,
and his Son defcendants of Clodion; who had
taken Pofleflion of fome fmall feantlings of
France, and caus’d them all to be treacherou-
fly affaflinated, without any other pretext,
than to avoid the Refentment they might one
Day have of the Wrong Merovens his Grand-
father had done them. * After this any one
may judge (as I have hinted before) what
reafon Monfieur Savaron could have to en-
deavour to prove, that Clovis was a Saint,
In my Opinion, the beft proof which can be
given us is to make him fay, as a certain Poet
did Seipio, ,

Si fas cadendo caleflia ﬁ;(mdere regna
Mi (oli ceeli maxima porta patent.

If we by Slaughter to the Heav’ns may fly
‘Lo me the largeft Gate does open lie,

G 4 But
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But as the Wifdom of Men'is‘Foolifthnefs
with God, it happen'd that his Succeflors
fuffering themfelves.to be led by the Nofe
by the Maflers of the Palace, the Kingdom
at laft, after the change of divers Hands,
came .to Pepin an off-fet of the Family of
Clodion, as Pafyuier has fhown it, and fo
contributed to the good of the true Line, and
united the Kingdom of France, but could not
long preferve it .1n his ownFamily or its De-
{cendants. -

France being fo reunited by Clovis, and
afterwards much augmented by Charlemagne,
continu’d a long time in a flourifhing Condi-
tion till the Enmglifb made a War upon it,
which they purfued fo obftinately, that: be-
ing almoft become Mafters of it, it was ne-
ceflary under Charles the Seventh, to have re-
courfe to fome refin’d Stroke to drive them
thence; which was to that of Foan the Maid
of Orleans, which is confefs'd to be fuch a
piece of Policy by Fuftus Lipfius in his Poli- |
ticks, and. fome other Hiftorians 5 but particu- |
larly by two of our own, that is, Bellay
Langey m his Artof War, and Huaillos in his
Hiftory, not to mention feveral other lefs

confiderable Authors. Now this having {uc-
* ceeded fo happily, and fhe being only burnt
in Effigie, our Affairs began a little while
after to grow worfe, as well by means of the
preceding Wars, as of thofe that follow’d.
France was like unfound Bodies; “full of ill
Humours and Pthifick, - that cannot breathe

but
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but by Art, and are fuftain’d only by the'help
of Remedies. For after that time the vras
not fupported but by the Stratagems of Lew-
is the Eleventh, Francis the Firft, and Chbarles
the Ninth, and others of our Princes, fome of
which fhall be ‘mention’d hereafter, as'I'find
occafion.

The third Reafon which may authorize
thefe refin’d Politicks is, when the bufinefs
is to leffen or abolifh {fome Rights, Privile-
ges, Franchifes, and Exemptions which the
Subjecs enjoy:to the Prejudice and Diminu-
tion of the Power of the Prince. = So when
Charles the Fifth would ruine the Right of
Election, and fecure the Empire in Riscown
Family, he tothat end made ufe of the Preach-
ing of Lurber, and gave him time enough
+o eftablifh his Tenets, that fo his Doétrine
taking foot in Germany, “a Divifion might
{pring up amongft the Electors, and that he
might more eafily ruine them, when it was
a proper time to undertake it. It is what
has been fo judicioufly remark’d by Monfieur
de Nevers, i his Difcourfe printed in'the
Year 1590. upon 'the Pofture of Affairs: of
State, dedicated to Pope Sixtus the Fifth, the
Paflage is this: * The pretence of Religion
« (fays he) is no new thing, and many great
¢ Princes have made ufe of it to attain their
« Ends. I fhall only mention the War
¢ which Charles the Fifth made againft the
¢ Proteftant Princes, for he would never
« have undertaken it if it had not been with
“an
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an intention to make the Imperial Crown
become Hereditary to the Houfe of Auftria,
therefore he attack’d the Electoral Princes
to ruine and abolith this Ele&ion: For if
Zeal for the Honour of God and the de-
fire . of maintaining the holy Catholick
Religion ,‘émd been predominant in his
Mind, he would never have ftaid from the
Year 1519, when he was eletted Emperor,
till the Year 1549, before he took Arms,
fince the Herely of Luther, which began
to kindle in Germany about the Year 1526,
might have then been eafily extinguifh'd
without fetting on Fire fo great a part of
Europe.  But becaufe he thought this No-
velty might bring him greater Benefit than
Damage, both in regard to the Pope and
the Princes of Germany, becaufe of the
Divifion that would be occafion’d amongft
them 3 not only between the fecular Princes
and the others, but even amongft the mean-
eft Laicks: he fuffer’d it to increafe till it
produc’d the Effect that he had projected,
and then he ftirr’d up Paul the Third to
make War againft the Proteftants, under
the pretence of Religion; whereas it was
in truth to extirpate them and make the
Monarchy become Hereditary to his Houfe.

This was likewife taken notice of by Fran-
¢is the Firfl, in his Apolog y made in the Year
1537. The Emperor, under colowr of Religi-
on, flrengthned by a Catholick League made
among$t the Catholicks , wonld oppofe the o-

tbc’z'.g
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shers and make way for bis Monarchy. It
was in truth a very great defign, with a
long reach, and contrivid with much Judg-
ment and Prudence. But Philip the Second
made ufe of another that had a more quicker
and more certain Effe&t, though it were in
an Affair of lefs Confequence, which was
only the abolithing the Privileges that had
been enjoy’d by the Kingdom of Arragon,
which were fo advantageous, and fo vigo-
roufly maintain'd by that People, that the
Kings of Spain could not boaft of an abfolute
Command over them. A fair occafion pre-
fented it {elf for that purpofe, Antonio Perez
his Secretary, and their Countryman, after
having broke Prifon in Ceffile, was retir’d
into Arragon to {ecure his Life by the Privi-
leges of that Country : Philip thought he had
now a fair Pretence to get {fuch a Thorn out
of his Footy wherefore having underhand
concerted it with the Fefuirs, that they
thould excite the People to take Arms and
defend the Privileges and Liberties of their
Country, he therefore affembles a great Ar-
my and feems as if he would encounter the
Arragonians : In the mean time the Fefuits
begin to play their part,and fing another Song,
remonftrating to the People,that the King had
Reafon on his fide, that his Forces were too
weak to ftand the hazard of any Engage-
ment, after which there would be no hopes
of Pardon. In fhort, they manag’d the mat-
ter {fo well, that Fear and Confternation fell

upon
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upon: the: A#ragonians, their Army was difs
pers'd, every one was amaz'd, fled and hid
himfelf, - In the:mean time the King’s Army
pafles through the Country, enters the City
of | Saragoffa, builds a' Cittadel, demolifhes
the principal Houfes; fome were executed,
others banifh’d, and nothing omitted that
might entirely ruine and fubdue that Pro-
vince, which is now more {ubje to the ab-
folute Will of the King of Spain than any o-
ther. . On the contrary, when, fome extra-
ordinary Law is to be eftablifh’d, fome Re-
gulation of Confequence tobe made, or fome
fevete Judgment to be pafs’d, it is neceffary
to ufe the fame Means, and to have recourfe
to thefe Maxims: Andof this we have fome
Examples amongf(t the Romans and other
wife Nations, ithat ‘we have no longer any
room to doubt of it. . Could any thing be
more cruel than to decimate a whole Legion
for the Gowardice of fome particular Soldi-
ers?  And yet this Cuftom was ftriély ob-
ferv'd amongft the Romans, to keep the Sol-
diers in  their, Duty by the Terror of fuch
Punithments., And the fame Romans to hin-
der the Attempts rwhich Slaves. might make
upon their, Mafters, order'd that when fuch
a Crime had been committed in a Family, all
the Slaves that belong’d to-it fhould be flain
at their Mafter's Funeral :© And this Law
was o religioufly obferv’d, thatPedanius the
chief Officer of the City being murder'd by
oune of his Slaves, therg were four hundred

: Execu-
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Executed notwithftanding the Interceffion
that all the People of Rome made for them,
and even againft the Opinion of” feveral of
the Senators, who were fo vigoroufly op-
pos’d by Caffus, and with fuch forceable Rea-
fons, that he carried the Pomt, though it
was thought to be againft the I.aws of Hu-
manity, as it is related by/!Tzcitus 1n the
fourth Book of his Annals. | A 'his is likewife
the Precept of Cicero: (inhis firft Book: of
Offices) That itz probanda -eft manfuetudo
atque Clementia ws Reipublica caufa: abbibea-
tur [everitas, fime qud adminiftrar: Civitas non
poteft, Good Nature and Clemency are to be
approv’d of in fuch a degree, as that Severity
may be made ufe of in the Necefiities of the
Commonwealth, for without that no City
can be govern’d.. The Perfians had ancient-
ly this Law to fecure the Life of their Prince,
that whoever attempted 1t was not only
punifb’d in his own Perfon, but in thofe of
his whole Kindred, who were put to Death
in the fame manner, as is particularly re-
markable in the Story of Befjus. 'And Fer-
dinando Pinto fays, he had been in a King-
dom where the {ame Cuftom was put in pra=
&ife upon fifty or fixty Perfons, that were
akin to'a young Page, who at the Age of
ten or twelve Years had been fo bold as to
ftab his Prince.  The great Tamerlane under-
ftanding that a Soldier in his Army had drank
a'Quart of Milk and refus’d to pay for it, or-
der’d his Belly to'be rip’d up in the Prefence
T of
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of all his Companions, that by fo extraordi
nary an Example he might keep them in O-
bedience to his Commands. ‘The Crimes of
Coining falfe Money, and Herefy, were not
more heinous a hundred Years ago than at
prefent, and yet Coiners are now boil’d in
Oil, and Hereticks burnt alive, for no other
end but to ftrike Terror into the Minds of
thofe People, who by the fingle Prohibition
of their Prince, could not be kept within the
Bounds of their Duty; Er fic multorum faluti
potius quam libidini confulendum, And {o the
Safety of the Multitude is to be confulted ra-
ther than their Appetite, fays Salufl.
Another Occafion of remaining, rigid in
the execution of thefe Maxims, is; when it
1s neceflary to ruine fome Power, which be-
Ing too great, numerous, or. extenfive, can-
not eafily be humbled by any other Methods,

——Cum illam
Defendant numerns, junéieque umbone Pha-
langes.

And though it was extremely to be wifh’d
that it might always be accomplifh'd as eafily
as the Kings of Spazn did that of banifhing the
Morifcos and Marons out of their Kingdoms, to
the number of above two hundred and forty
thoufand Familes, and that by virtue of a-
fingle Edict: Neverthelefs, becaufe all Affairs
are not alike in their Circumftances, nor Dis
feafes attended by the fame Symproms, fo it
1s neceflary to change the Medicines often,

2 to
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to ufe fome that are more violent than o-
thers.

Ulcera poffeffis alte fuffufz medullis,
Non leviore manu, ferro curantur &eignes,
Ad vivum penetrant flamme, quo funditus

bumor
Defluat, & vacuis corrupto [anguine venis
Arefcat fons ille mali. Claudian. 3. in

Eutrop.

When Ulcers through th’ invenoin’d Mar-
row flow,

*Tisno foft Hand, but unrelenting Blow,

With Steel and Fire that muft the Cure
begin,

Then to the quick the fubtle Flame breaks
in 3

Dries up the Spring of this corrupted
Blood,

And fends the Humours forth with an im-
petuous Flood.

The Slaughter which Mizhridates made in one
Day of forty thoufand Roman Citizens, dif-
persd in {everal Provinces of Afiz, was one
of thofe Strokes of Policy of which I am
fpeaking 5 fo were likewile the Sicilian Ve
pers, authorizd by Peter King of Aragon,
and fubtly contrivd by Prochyrus, a great
Lord of the Country, who under the Dif-
guife of a Cordelier, form’d his Party fowell,
that upon Esffer-Day, (or as fome fay Penre-
coft ) inthe Year 1282, when the Bell went

for
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for Ve[pets, the Sicilians thould maffacre alk
the French that were in their Iflands, with-
out fparing fo much as Women or Children;
fuch a Story happen’d about twenty Years
ago in the Ifle of Magna, where the Inhabi-
tants of the City of Corma deliver'd themfelves
after the fame manner, and in one Night,
from anArmy of thirty thoufand Men, that had
been fent thither by A#comat, General of the
King of Perfia. But fince we have in our
French Hiftory the Example of St. Bartholo-
mew, which is more fignal than any that is
to be found in any other: Let us confider it
1 all its principal Circumftances, It was un-
dertaken by Queen Katherine de Medicis
provok’d by the Death of Captain Monfieur
Charry, by Monfieur de Guife, who would
revenge the Affaflination of his Father com-
mitted by Poltror at the Inftigation of the
Admiral and the Proteftants, and by King
Charles, and the Duke of Anjou, the firft de-
firing a Satisfaction for the Retreat which
the , Proteftants forc’d him: to :make fooner
than he would have done from Mzaux to Pa-
#i5.5, and both thinking to ruin the Hugonots ,
who had been the caufe of all thofe T'roubles
and Maflacres ‘which had happen’d for the
{pace of thirty-or forty Years in that King-
dom.. The Affair ' had been  concerted for
many Years, and with fuch a refolution to
keep it fecret, :that  Lignerolles, Gentleman
to the Duke of Anjoy, having {ignified to the
King, though with the utmoft Privacy thas
he
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he knew fomething of it, he was difpatch’d
immediately in a Duel, that the King under-
hand occafion’d him to be engag'd in. Paris
was the place chofe out to affemble, the Peo-
ple of the beft Rank and Quality among the
Huguienots , the reafon for it was the Solem-
nity of the Marriage between Henry of Na-
vayre, who was of that Religion, and Queen
Margaret, the Wound givett by the Dukeof
Guifeto his old Enemy the Admiral, wasthe
beginning ‘of the Tragedys; the manner of
executing it was by caufing twelve hundred
Carbineers, and the Companies of Swifs to
march to Paris, was approv’d of by the Ad-
miral, as believing it was to defend him a-
oainft the Houfe of Lorrainy in fhort, all was
fo well difpos’d, that nothing fail’d but in
the Execution, in which, if they had pro-
ceeded with Rigour, it muft have been con-
fefs’d that it had been the moft daring Stroke,
and carry’d on with the moft refin’d Policy
that had ever appear’d, either in France or
any other places. As for my felf, although
St. Bartholomew be at prefent iequally con-
demn’d by Proteftants and Catholicks, and
though Thuanus has deliverd his Father’s
Opinion and his own, by thefe Verfes of
Statius. :

Qccidat illa dies avo, neu poftera eredant
Sacula, nos certe taceamus ¢ obyuta multa
Nocle, tegi proprie patiamur criming gentis.

3} Let
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Let that Day in Times Annals ever die,

Let us at leaft defend it from the Light,

And hide our Nation’s Crimes in dedd of
Night.

I fhall not neverthelefs fear to fay, that it
was a very juft and very remarkable Action,
and that the Caufe was more than lawful,
although the Effe@s were very dangerous
and extraordiriary: To me it feems bafe in
the French Hiftorians, to give up the Caufe
of Charles the Ninth, and not to thew the
juft Reafon he had to rid himfelf of the Ad-
miral and his Accomplices; ‘his Accufation
and Sentencé were drawn up many Years
ago, and afterwards tranflated into eight Lan-
guages ; but then cameout a fecond Cenfure
of that A&ion, which explain’d the former,
and fthew’d that the Proteftants had {o often
been declared guilty of High Treafon, that
there was great Caufe to applaud thefe Pro-
ceedings, as the only Remedy for the Wars
that have happen’d fince that time, and per=
haps will follow to the end of our Monate
chy, if that Maxim of Cardan liad been pui-
fued, Nunquam tentabis us-non perficias, Ne-
ver attempt, unlefs you go through with it
You fhould imitate expert Chirurgeons, who
when the Vein is open, let the Blood run e-
ven till the Patient faints, to clean{e the Bo-
dy ofall its Humours: It 1s not fufficient to
4et out well, but the Courfe is to be conti-
nued, the Reward is at the Goal, and the

End
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End regulates the Beginning ; however, it
may be objected, that there are three Circum-
ftances in this Adtion, which tender it ex-
tremely odious to Pofterity ;. the firft is, that
the Proceeding wras not according to the Form
of Law 3 the fecond, that there wastoo great
an Effufion of Human Bload, and the laft,
thatthere were a great many innocentPetfons
involv'd'in the fame Fate with the guilty. I
fhalbanfwer as to the firft, that here it is ne-
ceflary to underftand what our Divines fay,
De Fide Hagreticis fervanda, how Faith is
. to be kept ‘with Hereticksy and befides, I
fhall {peak ‘according to my own Qpinion,
that the Hugonots having often broke their
Wotd with us, and 'having endeavourd to
feize King Charles at Méaux and other Places,
we might render the fame to them 3 and be-
fides, don’t we read in Pluto's fifth Book of
his Republick, That they who command, that
is tofay, Sovereigns, may {ometimes cheat and
lie, when fome extraotdindry Benefits may
arife from thence to their Subjeéts. Now could
there happen any thing better to France than:
the total Ruin of the Proteftants; affuredly,
had this A&ion been omitted, they would
have ridicul’d us for the want of Judgment,
and we thould have been ‘almoft as much in
Fault, as the Admiral was in coming witlh
the Flower of his Party to be_enclos'd in 2
populous City, that always bore him the ut-
moft hatred, without diftrufting the Queen
Mother , whofe Favourite Charry he had
H a2 flain,
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flain, of the Family of Lorrain, whofe Fa-
ther he had affaflinated, nor the King him-
felf, whom he had caufed to" gallop from
Meaux to Paris. Did not he know that his
Religion which was hated even by Perfons of
the moft eafie and condefcending Temper,
could not but be abominated and detefted by
thofe Fellows with which he was ufually
accompany’d ; befides, what fhould hinder,
but that the Report that was {pread at the
fame time that they defign'd to treat us after
the fame manner as they were usd after-
wards when their Intrigues were difcover’d,
might be true; moft People think it was true,
and for my own part I believe it may be de-
pended upon as to what concerns the Effu-
fion of Blood, which is  faid to have been fo
prodigious, it did not equal that which was
{hed at Coutras, St. Denys, Moncontour, or in
feveral other Slaughters that were made by
the Huguenors. ~ And whoever fhall read in
Hiftory, that the Inhabitantsof Cafares flew
fourfcore thoufand Fews in one Day, that a
Million two hundred and forty thoufand Per-
fons perifh’d in Fudea in feven Years time
that Cefar boafts in Pliny, that in his foreign
Wars he had deftroyéd a Million a hundred
and ninety two thoufand Men, and Pompey
many more in number ; that Quintus Fabius
fent a hundred thoufand Gauls into the other
World, (zius Marius two hundred thoufand
Cimbers, Charles Martel three hundred thou-
fand Theutons , ‘that two thoufand ‘Roman

Knights,
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Knights, and three ‘hundred Segators, were
facrificd to' the Paflion' of the Triumvirat,
four Legions entire’ to that of Syla, forty
thoufand Romans to' that of Mithridates
that Sempronius Gracchys ruin’d three hun-
dred Cities in Spain, and the Spaniards all
thofe in the New World, with more than
feven or eight Millions of Inhabitants. I fay,
whoever will confider all thefe bloody Tra-
gedies, moft of which are to be read in 7u-
ftus Lipfius's Book of Conftancy, will find e-
nough to aftonifh him amidft fo many Barba-
rities, and likewife to make him think that
this of St. Bartholomew was not one of the
greateft, although it wasone of the moft juft
and neceffary. ~ The third difficulty feems ve-
ryconfiderable, feeinga great number-of Ca-
tholicks were involvd in the fame Tempet,
and feem’d ‘to attone for the Death of their
Enemies. But the Maxim of Craffus in the
fourteenth Book of the dnnals of Tacitus, may
ferve for-an anfwer in few Wards, Haber
aliquid ex iniquio omme magnum exemplum quod
contra fingulos utilivate publica rependitur, E-
very great Example has fomething in'it that
is urijuft, which as it relates to Particulars, is
recompenc’d by the publick Benefit. 'Whence
comes it then that fo great an Action, feeingit
was both ‘lawful and ‘reafonable, {hould ne-
verthelefs be fomuchblan’d and cry’ddown;
as for my. felf; T attribute the firft Caufe to
have been becaufe it was done by halves, for
the Heguenots ‘who remain’d could not but
H 3 dif-
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difapprove it, and the Catholicks who faw
that it {feem’d to no purpofe, could not for-
bear faying, that the Enterprize might'have
been let alone, fince they did not go through
with it; whereas on the contrary, -if all the
Hereticks had been maflacred, there would
none remain at prefent, at leaft in France, to
find fault with it, and the Catholicks like-
wife would have had no Caufe to do-it; con-
{idering the great Repofe and Quiet it would
have brought them. The fecond ‘Reafon is,
that according to that of the Poet, '

Segnius irrvitant animos demiffa per anves,
Quam qua funt oculis fubjetta fidelibus.

That the Mind is lefs affeéted by the Ear,
than by that which the Eye is witnefs of.
So we find that they do not {peak of this
Adion in fuch ill Terms in Jzzly, and other
Forcign Parts, as they do in France, where
it was committed in the midft of Paris, and
in the Prefence of a Million of Perf{ons 5 and
therefore the Polanders who receivid a pag-
ticular Narrative of the F: act, from Perfons
that were the moft fpiteful and malicious 5
when the Bithop of Palence {ollicited  their
Votes for Henzy the Third, did not make any
great difliculty in giving them; becaufe they
knew very well that no true Judgment could
be made of the natural Temper of a Prince,
from one extraordinaryand violent Adtion, to
which he had been forc’d by very juft and
powerful Reafons of State, - I may adg, that

this
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this Fa& is not very far beyond our own Me-
mory, that the greateft part of our Hiftories
have been made fince that time by the Hu-
guenots, and in fhort, that we have fo large
and particular a Defcription of it in the Me-
moirs of Charles the Ninth ; the Hiftory of
Beza, the Mariyrologies, and feveral other
Books compos'd by Proteftants to condemn
this Matter, that nothing is forgot to render
it blameable and odiousy fo that it eannot
happen otherwife, but that they who hear
the Depofitions of fuch corrupt Witnefles
fhould be of their Opinion, although all Per-
fons, who fetting afidethe little Circumftan-
ces can judge without Paffion, will be of a
contrary Opinion. Befides, no Perfon can
denybut that there were {fo many fa&tiousPer-
fons, and fuch as bore a Command in their
Country, who were put to death upon that
Day of St. Bartholomew, that from that time
the Hugpuenots have not been able to raife
Forces from amongft People of their own Per~
{uafion, and that this Blew broke all their
Correfpondents, all their Cabals and Intriegues
that they had both within and without the
Kingdom, and indeed, that all their Efforts
were inconfiderable, ualefs fuftain’d by the
Broils and Seditions of the Catholicks. It is
likewife true which {ome Politicians have
remark’d, that the fame Day was the caufe
of a Mifchief that could not be expefted; for
all the Cites, who upon St. Bartholomew'’s
Day perfornid the King's Orders and flew the
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Huguenots, in hopes to procure Peace ‘to the
Kingdom, were thefirft that began the League
upon the Account that they were afraid, and
not without Reafon, that the King of Na-
varre, Who wasa Huguenot, {hould upon his
comingto the Crown, thew fome Refentment
of the Fa&, and for this Caufe it may be faid,
that the Defign of St. Bartholomew not ha-
ving been executed {o fully as it thould, did
not only not.appeafe the War, for which end
it was undertaken, but rais'd another which
was ftill more dangerous.

But to preceed, when there is occafion to
give Autority to a Perfon, and to the Affair
that he is concern’d, to raife the Reputation
of a Prince, to gain, bring over or encou-
rage an Undertaker in fome important Defign ;
I think for the more eafie attaining of fuch
Ends, .the Stratagems and refin’d Policies of
State may be made ufe of.

So we fee that all the ancient Lawgivers,
when they would eftablifh, confirm and au-
thorife the Laws, which they gave their Peo-
ple, thought “they could not fucceed better
than by {preading it abroad with all Indu-
ftry, and caufing it to be believed . that they
had received them from fome Divinity, Zo-
zoafler from Oromafis, Trifmegiftus from Mer-
cury , Zamolxis from Vefta, Charondas from
Saturn, Mings from Fupiter, ‘Lycurgus from
Aollo, Draco and Solon from Minerva, Numa
from the Nymph Egeria, Mabomet from the
Angel Gabriel 5" But Mofes , who was thi

moft
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moft wife of all of them, hag defcrib’d tous
in the Book of Exvdus, how he receiv’d his
immediately from God himfelf. "Upon 'this
Confideration, although the Kingdom of the
Fews be entirely ruin'd and abolifl’d, Manfic
tamen (fays Campanella in his Political Apho-
vifms)  Religio-Mofaica cum  [uperflitione in
Hebrzis ¢ Mahometanis, & cum reformatio-
ne praclariffimia in Chriftianiss Yet the Mo-
faical Religion remained with Superftition a-
mongft the Hebrews and Mabometans ,* and
with a moft excellent Reformation amongft
the Chriftians. And I take this to be the
reafon why Cardan counfels fuch Princes, as
for the Obfecurity of their Birth, Want of
Money, Pattifans or Military Forces, cannot
govern their States with {ufficient Splendor
and Authority, to take the Support of Reli:
gion; ‘As was heretofore done with extraor-
dinary Succefs by David, Numa and Vefpafian.
Philip the fecond of Spain, being one of the
wifeft Princes of his Age,” thought of a neat
Contrivance to' give his Son an: early Autho-
rity amongft thofe People that he' fhould one
day govern: For he made an Edi¢t; that was
extremely prejudicial to his Subjedts, and let
the Rumour be fpread from time to time that
he would publith and enforce it, upon which
the People began to murmur and complain
The King neverthelefs perfifted in his Refo-
lution;, which was likewife followed by the
redoubled Complaints of the'People § at laft
the Report comes to the Ears of. the Infant,
: who
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who promifes to aflift the People, and by all
means pofiible to hinder that this Edi& thould
not be publifhed, and to that Effet, he threat.
ned all fuch as thould endeavour to put it in
Execution, and omitted nothing that might
fhew the Defire he had of delivering the
People from that Oppreflion : So that Phifip
having plaid his Game, and {peaking no more
of the Edi&, every one imagined that the
Oppofition made to it, by the young Prince,
was the only Caufeof its being fuppreft 3 and
by this means his Father gain’d him an Empire
in the Hearts and Affe&ions of the Spaniards,
whichavas more affur'd than that he had o-
ver the Kingdoms-of both the Spains; Longe
enim valentior eft amor ad obtinendum qyod
velis quam timor, {ays Pliny Funior in his
eighth Epiftle, For Love is more prevalent
in ebtaining what you defire than Fear.

In thort, if we confider the means that
were us'd to-convert Hemry the fourth to the
Catholick Religion, and to confirm him in it,
wre {hall find a great deal of Condué, Wit, and
Induftry throughout the whole Action. For
though we ought to hold it for a certain
Truth, as may appear by many Teftimonies
which he gave in his Life time, that it was
real, yet if we give our {elves the Liberty to
confider it as Politicians, we may eafily remark
three things, to wit, the Motives. of his Con-
verfion, which were no other than the obfti-
nate Refiftance of Monfieur du Main, vwho
upon this Occafion in the Memairs of Tavanes

15
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is faid o bave been next under God the fole
Author of the Converfion of Henry the fourth
for it s certain that had it not been for him,
He might have madeavery advantagious Trea-
ty without the change of his Religion. One
may likewife placeamongft the Motives of this
Converfion the Counfel given to the King by
Monfieur de:Sully, one of the principal and
moft fenfible Hugonots in his Army: That the
Crown of France was well worth the Trouble
of bearing one. Mafs. - As for what concerns
the Circumftances of his Converfion, there
were two very remarkable; the firft was that
the King had not a bigotted or fuperftitious
Divine to inftru& and catechife him , who
might have made ‘the Entrance of .our Chur-
ches like to thofe Porticoes and Veftibles of !
which the Poet fays,

Centauri in foribus. [tabulant Scylleque bi-
. formes,

There Monfters ftand, Centanrsof double
Form. '

But by Rene Prenouft Dofor of Divinity and
Curate of the Parith of St. Enflace, who, if
one may judge by the common Report, and
what happen’d at the point of his Death, was
neither an over zealous Catholick, nor an ob-
ftinate Heretick ; from whence it cameto pafs,
that by a dextrous Management of the King’s
Confcience, after the {ame manner as he had
done ‘that of his Parithioners for the {pace of

twenty
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twenty five or thirty Years, he made him
only comprehend the principal Myfteries
without too large an Heap of the leffer Ce-
remonies and Traditions; and {o manag'd
this Converfion , rather like:a Man of Pru-
dence and a Politician, than an over fcrupus
lous and {uperftitious Divine.. The f{econd
thing remarkable was the Story of Mar-
tha Broffrer a Demoniack, which indeed was
only afeign’d Contrivance fet on foot by
fome zealous Catholicks fupported by a Car-
dinal, that the Devil, by which fhe was faid
to be poflefs’d; coming to be:driven out by
Virtue of the Holy Sacrament,: the King
thould take occafion to believe the real Pre-
fence in the Eucharift, of which real Prefence
or rather Tranfubftantiation,they didnot think
he was entirely perfuaded.’ ‘But the King
who would not let himfelf be eafily furpriz’d
before he fuffered them to come to Exorcifms,
ordered Phyfitians and Surgeons to be call'd
m to give their Advice and Opinion 3 which
Being conceiv’d in thefe Terms, as reported by
Monfieur Marefcot 1 a little Book that he
has publifh’d of this Story :  Neturalia mulia,
fitta Plurima, a Daemone nullz; That many;of
thofe thingsproceeded from Nature, moft from
Contrivance, none from the Devil : 'T'he poor
pofleft Creature after having difcovered: this
Ignorance and Brutithnefs of -all the Bigots of
Paris; was threatned to be whipt out of -the
Town if {he did not depart fpeedily : Upon
which a certain Abbot carried her: to Rigr‘(z,e,,

rom
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from whence Cardinal 4'0ffat ‘made her re.
tire fo fuddenly, that the had not time to
impofe upon any one. The laft thing re-
markable in'this Converfion is what follow-
. ed afterwards, upon which a Politician who
ought te profit and gather Inftru&ion from
the leaft Syllables and Hints given by Hifto-
rians, may make RefleGtion upon the Anfwer
of ‘a Peafant to King Henry, that the Pouch
will always fmell ‘of the Herring 5 when be-
ing incognito, he afk'd him what the People
thought of the King’s Converfion ; as like-
wife that ‘of the Marefchal de Biron, who
being difgufted at the Refufal made him of
the Government of Bourg in Breffe, {aid to-
one of his Friends, that if he had been a
Hugonot it would not have been deny’d him
It 1s from Cayer (Book 7. Hift.) that 1 have
thefe Remarks, which no one, except a Po-
litician, would look upon as probable, fince
they are confuted by abundance of others
that are directly oppofite to them. g

Laftly, The Law of Contraries, which
ought to be treated of under the {ame gene-
ral Head, obliges us to put into this rank the
Occafions that ‘may be prefented of bound-
ing or ruining the too great Power of a Per-
fon, that would abufe it to the Prejudice of
the State, or by the great number of hisPar-
tifans, and the Cabals of his Correfpondents
has render’d himfelf formidable to his Sove-
reign, 1o as to difpatch him fecretly, without
pafling through all the Formalities of a re-

gular
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gular Juftice. Tt may be done, fay the re.
fin'd Politicians, provided that he is guilty
and has deferv’d a publick Death, -if it wras
poflible to punifh him after that manner. "The
reafon upon which Charron turns this Maxim
is, that in this there is nothing violated but
the Form, and that the Prince being Mafter
of thefe Formalities, he may difpenfe with
them as he thinks; it neceffary. ~When any
one amongft the Romans, would by force ob-
tain an Ofhice without the confent of the Peo-
ple, or gave the leaft fufpicion of Afpiring
to the Sovereignty, they punifh’d him with
Death, Lege Valeria, by the Valerian Law,
that is to fay, as foon as ever they could and
without Form of Juftice, which they thought
not of till the Execution was over : The fa-
mous Lawyer Ulpian goes farther, when he
fays, that Si forte Latro manifeftus, vel fedi-
tio prarupta, fattigque cruenta vel alia jufla
caufi, moram non recipiunt non pene féfling
tione, [od praveniendi periculi caufa punire
permittit o deinde feribere.  If a  manifeft
Thief, or a Sedition broke forth, or a bloody
Fa&ion, or any other juft Caufe, do not ad-
mit of delay, it is permitted to punifh, not
to haften the Punithment, but to prevent the
danger, and afterwards to write, that is, to
frame the Inditment, ot the Formalities of
the Accufation. * Such were the Executions
of Parmenio and Philotas-by Alexander,: of
Plautian and Sgjanus amongft the Romans, of
William Mafon in Sicilyy of the Meffiewrs de
‘ 2 Guife

|
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Guife and the Marfball d dnere, under two
of our Kings, and of the Collonel of the
Lanfqueners in Pavia, who was poifoned by
Antonig de Leva, becaufe he fomented Trou.
ble and Sedition.  Now although thefe A-
¢tions cannot be lawful, but by an extraordi-
nary and abfolute Neceflity, and that it is
Barbarity and Injuftice to pradtife them often,
yet the Spaniards have neverthelefs found
means to reconcile them to their Confciences,
and to furmount many Difficulties in their
Performance. For they appoint fecret and
private Judges for him that they look upon as
a Criminal .of State, they make out his Pro-
cefs, they condemn him, and afterwards feek
all Methods pofiible to execute it, Anthony
Rincon a Spaniard, and confequently a Sub-
ject of Charles the fifth, not being fafe in his
own Country, came to Francis the firft, and
was {ent by him to treat of an Alliance with
Soliman : The Emperor who forefaw the Da-
mage that might come to him by this Em-
bafly , caus'd Rincon and Cafar Fregofu, his
Collegue, to be kill'd as they paffed down
the Poto go to Venice, by the Contrivance of
Alfonfo d’Avales, his Lieutenant in the Mila-
nefe: For which Adion the Emperor was fo
far from thinking him culpable, that even
one of .our Bifhops has pleaded for his Inno-
cence, Rinco Exul Hifpanus & Francifei'apud
Solimanmun legavione funéius, non injuria_for-
taffe  Eregafus prater jus cafus videbatur :
(Belear I, 22.) - Rincon" 2 Spanifh Exile and
: Envoy
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Envoy from Francis to Soliman, feems not 0
have been unjuftly flain, tho' the Death of
Fregofs might be beyond the bounds of
Juftice.

Andrew Doria having quitted the Party of
the King of France and taken to that of the
Emperor, under whofe Favour he held the
City of Genoa, as a Vaflal, Lewis Fiefchi, a
Citizen there undertakes, with the Affiftance
of Henry the Second, and Peter Louis Farnelt,
Duke of Parma and Placentia, to fet the Ci-
ty at Liberty : he kills Fannetin Doria im-
mediately, and is drowned by accident when
the Enterprife was but juft began: what does
the Emperor Charles the Fifth | upon this
‘incident, he decrees in his Cabinet Councel
that Peter Louis is guilty of High Treafon,
and at the fame time fends orders to Dorin
to caufe him to be affafiinated, and to Gonza-
ga, Governor of Milan, ‘to feize upon the
City of Placentia, Which was punctually exe-
cuted according to the Project that was given
him, and although the Emperor did all he
could poffibly to demonttrate, that he had no
hand in this Execution, yet all Hiftorians
write the contrary, and the Diftick mentio-
ned by Noel des Comptes, thews {ufficiently that
it was believed to be fo in thofe times,

Cafaris injuflu cecidic Farnefius Heros,
Sed Data funt juffu pramia ficariis.

Cafar gaveno command Farnefe {how'd bleed,
But paid the Villains who perform’d the
Deed. X £ DUt
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~ But " to 'proceed : 'Was not the Cardinal
George of Hungary {entencd after the' famg
manner, and executed‘ with  more barbarity
by Ferdinand of Auftria, upon a fufpicions
Fear which he had conceiv’d, that the Cardi-
nal would feek Affiftance from the Turk to
continue his Command in Tranfplvaniz ¢ And
have we not feen within | thefe four Years,
that Waleftein was aflaflinated in Egra by theé
fecret Management of the Count D’Ognate,
who was then Embaffador from the King of
Spain to the Emperor? ‘And that the Burgo-
mafter. La Ruelle was treated after the fame
fortin the Town of Liege by the Count De
Warfuzée, purfuant to the Orders that had
been ‘given him by ‘the: Marquis D’ 4yzone,
Commander of the Armies in: the Low-Coun:
tries, with fuch precife Formalities that even
thofe of making him die, afier. Confe/fion and
Refignation to the Will of God, were not o-
mitted, "to add the greater Strength to the
Action, and 'to' make it appear like a Crimi-'
nal Sentence that had been lawfully given’
and executed. In fhort, this kind of Juftice
is fo 'much in’ Fathion in the Houfes of 4uftriz
and Spain,that even the Father would not ex-
empt his own Son from it, when he judg’d
it lefs expedient for the good of his King-
doni tolet him live than die.  Cetera emim
Maleficia’ tunc perfequare cum fulta [unt, boc
nifi provideris ne accidat ubi evenit, fruftra
Jidicti‘explores; as Catofaid very well in his
Qrgtiott coheerning. Cataline’s Confpiracy in
9 I Saluft,
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Saluft, You may pro {ecute other Crimes wher
they are perpetrated, but unlefs you prevent
this before it hiappens,  when it is once com-
mitted -it will be in_vain to-feek for Judg-
ment againft the Adors of it. And it werg:
to be wifh’d that the great. Emperor Charles
the Fifth, who perform’d {0 many mafter
Strokes.of State, had not been fhort in that
which he fhould have put in practice upon
Luther's Perfon, when he appear’d at the
Conference of Aufbourg ! we {hould net now
be forc'd to cry out with Lucan,

Heu quantum Terra potuit Pelagiqs parariy
Hoc quem civiles fuderunt [anguine dextra.

What Countties might not have been fub-
dued by the Expence of theBlood and Trea-
fure which the Civil Wars have confum’d.

But not to fpeak of Germany and other foreign
Countries, Bodin and divers /Authors have
fhown, that fince the firft Tumults rais’d by
the Calvinifls till the Reign of Henry the
Fourth, the pretended Reform’d, have given
us five moft cruel and bloody Battels,and have
been the caufe of the Death of above a Mil-
lion of People; of the furprizal of three
hundred Towns; of the Expence of a hun-
dred and fifty Millions only for the payment
of the Troops; and that nine Cities, four
hundred Villages, twenty thoufand Churches,
two thoufand Monafteries, and ten thoufand
Houfes have besn entirely burnt er ruh%i.

o
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To which if one fhould add all that haghap-
pen’d in the laft Wars with the ptefent King,
I am affur’d one miglit ere& a fpedtacle of
Horror capable of ‘moving Compafiion i the
hardeft Hearts, and drawing this Exclama=
tion from Perfons ' of ‘the moft referv’d Ex:
preflions:

Tantum Religio patuz't. Juaderé maloriim,
Religion to fuch Mifchiefs can perfuade.

Now feeing no Perfon as yet has madeRes
flection ‘wpon this Hiftory' of  Luther, T fhall
fay in my Opinion, that they made’ three
very falfe Steps when he began to publifh his
Herefics; - the firft was, in fuffering him to
pafs from the Corre@ion’ of Manners to that
of Dodtrine; feeing in that cafe, what 'is
moft common is always the beft, and that
to change any thing in it is dangerous and
of little Profit, that it is not for a private
Perfon to doit. And in'fhort, that a Chri-
ftian Kingdom wrell order’d ought never to
receive any other Novelties in Religion, than
fuch as the Popes and Councils have been
accuftom’d to introduce, from time totime, to
accommodate them to the Neceffities of the
Churchj which Church ought to be the only
Rule of holy Scriptute and out Faith, as the
Councils are of the Church, - and amongft
the Councils that which was celebrated laft
ought to be preferr'd to all thofe which pre-
ceded it: The fecond was, that Lucher be-

I o 12 ing
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ing conesto Aufboirgh with a-xeal defign to
Confer; -and if -poflible; to agree!with the Cas
tholicks, - the Cardinali Cjeran ought 'to have
actepted the Offers-that he'made; not to {ay
or. Write any more-in the matter. they: wWere
treating - of, provided: reciprocally that they
fhould impofe Silence upon Ecchius, Coshleus,
Sylvefier, Prierias, and others of his Adverfa-
ries " And ot to have prefs’d him 'to' deny
or recant in Publick all, that he had faid.or
_ preach’d to the People with fo much Ardor
and Vehemence. After,which the thigd was,
that they had not recourfe to {fome ;Mafter-
Piece of State, whenthey faw: he began to
champ upon the Bitt,and grow refty| at- the
indifcreet Zeal' of: the Legat. = For they
thould. have ftopt, his. Mouth; -his, T'ongue
thould have been foftned with Spread Eagles,
fince Oxen and Syrenes; . that have been ofen
prevalent. on fich: gccafions i, are; no.longer
now.in Fafbion,,that 1s,to, {ay, they ought to
have gain’d. him, by, fome good, Benefice jor
Penfion, .as. they : did .afterwards by i {everal
learned and celebrated Minifters. . Ferricr
about thirty Years ago undertook an odd En-
terprize of .going,to, Rome, to maintain the
Dodtrine, that the Pope was Anti-chrift 5, and
yet the: Queen-Mother. had, 1o great Trou-
ble. in making,_ him, quit his Party and cowme
over. to.us... And. Monficur the. Cardinal 4¢
Richelien had ‘never raccomplifivd fo. many
olorious Undertakings againft the Huguenots,
- if he had not made ule of, the King’s Reve:
nucs
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nues-to gain their greateft Generals, So'true
is that faymg of 1 Horace, :

o Am 1, j)er medios ire, [avellites
Es perrumipene. amat fmm .
| dStu, fylmineo; (Ode 16. l g )

- Gold through Gmrdq can go,
" Walls ‘with eafe can’ overthrow
) the fierce Thunder of its Blow. -

WUBufif Larhercould not have been mangs
ged'by this medns, they “fhould have made
ufe of another and fecur "d his Perfon, ‘as:they
did latély to the’ Abbot! @i Bois, a11d. Barnefe
the Beiedittine] or elfe’ have gone farther,/and
difpatch'd him' fecretly, asit is faid Katherine
de Medicis- did 2 famous® Magician'y “either
publickly and by Form of Juftice, as the:Fa-
thers * of “the Council of ' Conflmice did ‘Fobi
Hus and “Ferom ‘of Pragué :Dihough''to fay
true, the firft Means 'were the moft proper,
fittce. they Wwere ‘moré modetate, ‘eafy, " and
privates, - and fuch as”'might more certainly
produce the Effed that was'aim’d" at, owhich
the laft'could tot do; biit-might perhaps have
exafperated -the! Duke of Saxony, - and conix
firm’d thie Followers of! Luiher 1 thieir falfe
Opinionsy-for what was'faid of the ancient
Chriftians, ‘Saiiguis. Martyrumeft femen Clivi-
flianoruni; The'Blood of the Martyrs is the
Sced “of ‘Chriftians; “may be applled to all
thofe who'have once begun to maintain‘thofe
Oplmons which they perfuade themfelves Igo

I3 e
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be true. And in effed Hensy the Second
thinking by this fort of Punifhment ot only
to ftifle Herefy, but to prevent the occafions
that foreign Princes might one Day take, of
difturbing his Kingdom by the Means of the
Calvinifts, as he had perplex’d and embroil'd
the Emperor, by aflitting the Lutherans in
Geymany, wis very much deceiv’d; for the
number of Hereticks increas’d daily, fo that
they put the whole Kingdom in Confufion
under, Charles the Ninth: and Henzy the Third
being neceflitated to make ufe of their Forces,
fo rais’d the Choler and indifcreet. Zeal of
Facobin, that he defpis'd the. lofing,of his
own Life, fo he might take away that of his
Prince. -~ The learned Mathematician: Regio:
montanus ;. being fent for fromy, Germany to
Rame,) to reform the Calendar, died there
in the very height of: his, Labourj,and if
his Friends and. the Hereticks may.-be be-
liev’d, it was aipiece of ‘Policy of Gragory the
Thirteenth, who had rather make ufe of his
Goblet than fee his Defign, and the Work of
the moft expert Aftronomers in ftaly not only
retarded, but entirely. overthrown by the op-
pofition; of {o, learned a Perfon. ; But it is
certain that the Death of Regiomont apusiought
in no wife to blemith the Innocence of fo
good and generous aPope, fince it was rathier
a Crime committed by the Sons of George
Trapezuntius, who being griev’d for their Fa-
ther’s; Death, and thinking that Regigmonta-
nus was the Caufe of ity by having made too
54 {evere
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fevere Remarks upon the Eatin Tranflation
of Ptolomey’s Almageft, {et forth by Trapesun-
tius, they refolv’d to be revéng’d of him and
treated him rather after a Greek manner than
a Roman. If the Fenetigns had been as in-
nocent of the Death of Lauredan, one of their
Citizens, Bodin (Book 6.) would not have
remark’d in his Method, that he did not live
long after he had appeas’d, by his Prefence
only, afurious Sedition of the Mariners em-
bru'd with the Blood of the Mechanicks,
when all the Magiftrates. and the whole
Forces of the City affembled, could not. re-
medy the Confufion., Perhaps they were a-
fraid, that coming to underftand his own
Power, and the Command he had over the
Subjeds of the Republick, he fhould have
the Ambition of making himfelf abfolure Ma-
fter of thejr State: Perhaps likewife they
did it out of Jealoufy and Emulation, as 4-
riftotle fays the Argonauts would not let Her-
¢ules go 1n their Company; for feariall ‘the
Glory of fo great an FEnterprize fhould be
attributed only to his Valour and Virtue,

Urit enim fulgore [uo qui pragravat drtes:

Infra fe pofitas. - (Hor. Ep. Book 2! Ep:1.)

A fuperior Excellency in anyArt 'will al-
ways create Envy, and its Brightnefs will be
too {trong to be endur’d by thofe below it.

And the fame Arifforle adds, that the Epbe-
fians banith’d Hermodorus, their Prince, be-
caufe he was too good a Man, This was

‘ 14 the
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the Reafon which eftablifh’d the Ofracifin
at Athens, and oblig’d Scipio and. Hannibal to
put to Death two braye Soldiers, who:, were
their Prifoners. Now if the Stratagem .be
true, which 1t is faid the Venetians made ufe
of not long ago, when they fpread the Re-
port that the Duke &'Offunsa had fome En-
terprize in: hand ‘againft. their City,- I, look
upon it,as one of ;the mofts Judicious, that I
have mention'd: Befides it was of great Im-
portance to them to do it, to oblige the; Em=
baffador_of one of, the greateft Princesin
Eurape, to_quit his Prattices, . that aim’d at
nothing lefs than the Ruine of their. Srate,
and force him afterwards to a decent Retreat.
So, it 1s that thofe {overeign Remedies. ought
to be referv’d for; dangerous Maladies, and
to, be made ufe-of, as Horace {ays.the Gods
Jhould be, who are itroducd -into. Tragedies,
to perfect and fuilb that, which Mortals.could
MOREI s F e e, |

Nee Deus interfit mﬁ digmis Vindicenodus ™
- Adfwerir.s o1 i(Horace Art of Poetry.)

Or as Mariners do by their Sheet Anchor,
which.they-never throw into the'Sea'till all
other! hopes is given over. -~ ‘Forin truth, if
a Counfellor or Minifter- thould: propofe to
himfelf to get out of all the Difficulties that
prefent. themfelves to" him by {fome-one of
thefe Expedients, he would be look’d upon
as 1o lefs wicked and foolith than a Surgeon
tharwould Cure every Hurt by burning or

- ©cutting
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cutting off the Mémber that had réceivid it
Extrenis fiquidem malis extrema Remedia ad-
bibenda fumt}; Extraordinary Remedies are to
he applied toextraordinary. Difeafes. - I -far-
ther add; that if' the fam€& Counfellor abufes

thefe Remedles to fupport his own Interefts,
or to give afreer Range to his Paffions, be
fides the ibetraying of his Mafter’s Serv1ce
he;becomes guilty, before: God and -Man of
theiEvil he attempts-to: do. ~-And the: Sove-
reign himfelf;when; he ufes thefe forts of
Politicks, 1otherwife than for the good of the
Publick ogthis owny which'is not to be {epa-
rated-from what the other reguires, he rather
acts according to the Paflion andiAmbition of
a T'yrant, than péxrformsthe Office of - a Kirig.
So.wei{ee that Queen; Katberine of Mediiis,
Quam exitio, patvie natam Mathematici dixes
runt, Whoiby:the Aftrologersawas faid robe
born for .the. Deftruction. of -her Country
could not bearbeing married-to the: Son of
aKing without bemg a Queen, and therefore
made- ufe-of the Artifice"of “one Montecucili,
to get rid of the only Obftacle the had in the
Perfon of hef Hufbind’s elder Brother, Affi-
nitatem Enin ili{Pa’i‘ CUI (Jcmf.-m, wnnﬂfiﬂm
tanto ﬁ(f]en (.(:'f{ﬂ'w: dediffe poﬂuz wmpemwﬂ
quamvis infeio maritey vertm o Mortuo cum
frater proxinus effet, qui in Regnim fuecede-
ret, omifla znffﬂgfmd:e rei cura eft & fuppreffa
veritas 3+ For it was aftexwards: found out
that the ; Affinity lately contratted with Cle-
gient was the. Caul le of all that Villany, but

tran{-
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tranfacted without her Hufband’s Knowledge ;
but when he was dead, and the Brother was
the next to fucceed him in the Kingdom,
there was little Care taken of fearchibg into
the Matter, but the Truth was fupprefsid
and ftifled, as Thuanus has very well re-
mark’d in his original Hiftory.” She after-
wards undertook the Protedtion of the He-
reticks by Letters and fecret Advices, to Bal-
lance the Power of the Conflable and Mon-
fieur de Guife, in whofe Aflaflination, which
happen'd before Orleance, the Memoires of
Tavanes {ay, that the boafted to have had a
part, as fhe had likewife afterwards in that
of the Admiral; net but that the had other
Motives for all thefe bloody Tragedies, be-
fides the defire of fatisfying her Ambition ;
the Reigning under the Name of her Chil-
dren, and the keeping up an Enmity be-
tween thofe Perfons whofe Authority might
in any meafure over-thadow her own.

CHAP IV.

What Opinions are neceffary to be held
by them who make ufe of thefe Refin'd
Politicks. |

'IT 1s not enough to have fhewn the Ocea-
fions there may be for undertaking thefe
Stratagems, if we do not go farther and thow

what
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what Notions and Perfuafions People ought
to have to execute them with Boldnefs, and
to bring them to a happy Conclufion. And
although this Title {feems rather to belong
to the Qualities and Conditions of the Mi-
nifter who may advife them, I fhall not
however defift from laying down in this
place fuch as are the principal ones, fince
they are Maxims moft certain, univerfal, and
infallible ; which not only Counfellors, but
Princes and all forts of Perfons of good Senfe
and Judgment ought to follow and obferve
inall Affairs that may happen to them ; and for
want of which the Reafonings made in Mat-
ters of Staterare often Lame and Mifhapen,
and are rather like the Tales of old Women,
and grofs Mechanicks, than the Difcourfes
of wife Perfons, and fuch as have had Ex-
perience in the Affairs of .the World.

. Boethius, that great Councellor of State to
King Theadori¢, furnifhes us with the firlt of
them; which he deliversin thefe Terms in his
Book of Confolation, Conflat, eterna pofitumg;
lege eft, in mundo conftans genitum effe nibil,
It 1s a Maxim eftablifh’d upon an eternal
Law, that nothing born into the World is
conftant. To which likewife agrees that {ay-
ing of St. Ferom in his Epiftle. Omnia orta
gecidunt, & Aulla (enefeunt, All things die
that are born, and grow old that receive an
increafe. . The Poets were of the fame O-
pinion,

Immor-
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- Immortale nibil mundi compagetenetur.
Non Urbes non Regna bopinum, son Aurea
Roma, (1

Nothing within this Univerfal (Fx;zim’e,
Is' form'd by Natureto be ftill the fame, -
Not Towns or Empires can_their Luftre
" hold, , :
“And Rome muft fade, though now adorn’d
with Gold. i SR

Nor'can any Pérfons differ from it, who fe-
rioufly confider how this great' Circle of 'the
Univerfe, fince it ‘has firft'began'its Coutrfe;
has not ceas'd to introduce ‘and ‘change Mo-
narchies, Religions, Sects, Cities, Men;, Beats,
Trees, Stones] and gederallyall that'is com-
prehended in this vaft Machiie' ‘nor are the
Heavens thémfelvés free from'their Change
and ‘theirCofruptions the firt Empireof the
Affyrians, that 'of the Perfians which follow-
ed, were -likewife 'the firft “that ceas'd, the
Greek and ‘Roman were not of much longer
Daration. © “The: potent Families of Prolomy,
Hrtalus and Seléucus, ‘are nothing now but
Stories. (104 3

- Miramur periiffe bhomines 2 Monumenta fa-
tifcunt,
Mors etiam [axis Nominibufque venit.

Wonder we then at Mens Mortality,
When Monuments, and Stones, and Namnies
muft die.
The
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The Ifle of Crere; were there Were an hin-
dred Cities;the City of Thebes which hadan
. hundred Gates, that Troy which was built
by the Hands'of the Gods, 'that Rome which
trindiph’d over the Wotld, whereare they
now ? “Fam Seges: eft ubi Troja fuit; Corn
grows upon their Ruins.: "We ‘ought’ not
therefore: torun into the Error of thofe weak
Spirits, who imagine that Rome will always
be ‘the Seat 'of 'the Holy Fathers; and Paris
that of the Kings of France 5 \Byzantiumillud
vides quod fibi placer  duplici imperii- fede)?"
Venetias ‘iftas qua [uperbiunt mille  annorum
Sfirmitate 2 Venietillis fua dies, & Tu Aniter-
piay Qcelleurbium, aliquando non eris ! Do you
fee Byzantium, thatis, Conflantinople, proud of
having been the Seat'of fo many Empires? Or
Venice, that glories in a thoufand Years conti-
nuance; theirPeriods thall come, and theretwill
beatime when it fhall be faid of thee, Antwerp,
the Delight of our Eyes, the brighteft of Ci-
ties, that Antwerp was! as that judicious Au-
thor 7n/tus Lipfius has expre{s’d it; Since then
this Maxim is o true, a great Spirit will ne-
ver defpair of being able to furmount all the
Difficulties which would perhaps deter ano-
ther, from executing orundertaking any Af-
fairs of great importance; as for Example, if
the Queftion thould be, that a Minifter éither
for the Service of God or his Matter, fhould
think of Meafures to ruin fome Republick or
Empire, this general Maxim will make him!
believe . immediately that fuch! an Enterprize
I is
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is not impoffible, fince there is none of theni
that has the Privilege of enduring and fubfi-
{ting always; and on the contrary, if the
Matter be to eftablith a State, he may make
ufe of the fame Maxim to confirm his Refo<
lution of undertaking it, and perfuade him-
felf that he may as eafily attain his end as
the Switzers, the Lucchefe, the Hollanders,
and the People of Geneva have done, not in
Ages beyond our Memory, but in thefe lat-
ter ones, and within the Compafs of our own
Knowledge ; {o it is with States, as it is with
Men, onedies, another is born, one is ftifled
in the beginning, others grow up and gather
Forceand a good Conftitution, at the Expence
of their Neighbours, many pafs even to old
Age, but at laft their Strength fails them,
they give place to others, and quit their Poft
becaufe they can no longer defend it.

Sic omnia verti
Cernimus atque alias affumere pondera gen-
tes.
Concidere bas.

So we fee all things turn, and in the Scale,
Some Nations fink, whilft other States
prevail.

And then the firft Diftempers move them, the
fecond fhock them, and the third carry them
off 5 Gracchus, Sertorius, Spartacus,gave the
firft Blow to the Roman Commonwealth
Sylla, Marius, Pompey, and Fulius Cafar made

1t
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it - totter, {o as to be within two Fingers
breadth of its Ruin, and duguffus, after the
Furies of the - Triumvirate buried it, Urgen-
tibus [ilicet Romani imperii fatis, for {o the
Fates ' required; and from the moft famous
Republick of the World, madeit thegreateft
Empire ; juft as from the greateft Empires
that are at prefent, there will one day arife
the moft powerful Republicks. But it muft
likewife be obferved, that thefe Changes,
thefe Revolutions of States, this Death of
Empires, cannot be effetted, without draw-
ing along with it the Laws, the Religion,
and the Sedts; if it were notmore reafonable
to fay, that thefe three internal Principles
of State happening - to grow old. and be cor-
rupted, the Religion by Herefie or Atheifn,
Juftice by the Sale of Offices, the Counte-
nance of great Perfons, or the Authority of
Sovereigns; and the Sets by the Liberty
which every one takes of introducing new
Opinions, or. reviving old Ones, they -like-
wife caufe all that to fall and perith which
was built upon them, and difpofe of Affairs
fo as they may admit of fome Change or con-
fiderable Revolution. And indeed, if we con-
_ fider the Sate which Eurgpe is in at prefent,
- it will not be difficult to forefee that it is
likely in a fhort time to be the Theatre on
which many fuch Tragedies will be ated,
fince the greateft part offthe States which it
contains, are very near that Age which has
been fatal to others; and that fuch long and

deftru-
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deftrudive ‘Wars have rais’d and increas'd the
Caufés before-mention’d; which may ruin
Tuftice ; -as the great number of Colleges, Se-
minaries, Scholars, with the liberty of prin-
ting and importing Books, have alreadyfha-
ken Religion’, “and the" feveral Seds of it.
Afid'it is a thing ‘beyond difptite, that the
Syftems of Aftronomy are more encreas'd,
moreNovelties in Philofophy, Medecine and
Theology have ‘been propagated,  that ‘the
number of Atheifts has appear’d much grea~
ter fince the Year 1452. when dfter ‘the ta-
ing of Conflantinople, the Gtecks and theSci-
ences together ‘with them found Refuge it
Europe, and particularly in'France and Italy,
than had been'during the thoufand Years pre-
ceding. Asformy felf, I defie the moft know-
ing in the French Hiftory, to fhew that any
one was accus’d of Atheifm, before the Reign
of Francis the Firft, firnan’d the Reftorer of
T.etters, and perhaps'it would be difficult to
find me one in Iraly, before Cofimss and Lan-
rence de  Medicis gave Encouragement to
Men of Learning. " [t'was in the Age of Au=
guftus, that Horace faid of himfelf,’ (Ode 34
Book'r.)

Parcus deoruht Cuiltor & infrequens
Infanientis dum [apientiz
Confilius-érro.
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With {mall Devotion, feanty Ptayer,
I to the Gods addrefs;

Wild Schemes of Wifdom I prepate,
And erring do profefs.

That Lucretius thought to gain the good Will
of his Reader, by telling them he would de-
liver them from the Bonds,  Racks ‘and Tor-
ments which Religion gave them.

Dum Religionum animos winclis - ex[olvere
Pg?'gOO

Whilft frol Religions Bonds I looft yout
Minds, '

And that St. Paul faid to the Rombkns, Tiune
veni cum Deus non erat invobis, that he came
to them when they wereas yet without God.
In fhort, it was under the Kings Almanfor and
Miramolin, the moft ftudious and learned of
their Predeceflors, that the Aladmiftes or
Libertines were in fo great Vogue amongft the
Arabians 5 {o that we may fay with Seneca,
Ut verum ommium_fic literarum intemperantia
laboramus, as in all other things, {o we Ja-
bour with an Excefs dnd Intemperance in
Learning,

The fecond Opinion that we ought to be
perfuaded of toobtain Succefs in thefe Mafter
Strokes of Policy, is to believe that there is
no neceflity of overturning the whole World,
to occafion the Changes of the greateft Em-
pires,
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pires, they very often happen without ones
thinking of them, or at lealt without making
great Preparations for them. Andas Archime-
Jes could move the greateft Weights; by
three or four pieces of Timber join'd toge-
ther according to Art, fo one may ruine, or
bring about the greateft Affairs, by Means
that {feem to be almoft of no Cenfideration.
Cicero in his fifth Philippick, gives us'a hint
of this, when he fays, Quis nefciar minimis
fleri-momentis maximas temporis inclinationes ,
Who does not know that the greateft Varia-
tions of Time proceed from the minuteft Mo-
mentss, The World, according to the Doctrine
of Mofes was made of nothing,. and accord-
ing to that of Epicurus, it was compos’d of
the  Concourfe of divers Atomsy and;thofe
great Rivers which flow with fuch Impetu-
oufnefs, almoft from one end of the Conti-
nent to the other, are ordinarily fo {mall at
their beginning, that it is not eafie to trace
them.

Flumina quanta vides parvis ¢ fontibus orta.

See what vaft Streams rife from fmall trick-
ling Springs.
It happens often in Politicks, thata little
Spark neglected oftentimies rifestoa great Fire,
et 5 E &
Dum negleéta [olent incendia fumere vires,

"Tis by Neglet that Fires -aflume their
Strength.
And
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Andias afmall Stone cutout of the Moun-
tain, was - fufficient ito break the Statue, or
rather the Coloflus ‘of Neduchadnezzar, fo a
little thing may edfily overthrow the greateft
Monarchies:: 'Who would ‘ever have belie-
ved that the Rape of Helen, the  ravifhing
of Lucretia by Tarquin, and that of the
Daughter of Count “Fulian by King Roderick,
fhould have produc’d {uch notable Effe@®s in
Greace, Traly and Spainy but who would e-
ver have thought that the Arolians and Ar-
cadians thould have enter'd into fo bloody a
War for the Head of a Boar 5 that the People
of Carthage and Brifagne fhould do the fame
for the Hulk of a Brigantine ; the Duke of
Burgundy and the Switzers for a Load of
Sheeps Skins; the Frifons and the Romans in
the time of Drufius for fome Ox Hides; and
the Piéts and Scots for fome Dogs that' were
mifling » Or that in the time of the Emperor
Juflinian, all the Cities in the Empire fhould
be divided, andconceive a mortal Hatred: a-
gainft one another, for the difference of the Co-
lours that were us'd in their publick Shews
and Recreations » This fort of proceeding feems
to be agreeable to Nature, when it produces

the lofty and fpatious Cedars from a little

Bud, and Elephants and Whales from that

Seed, which in comparifon to them is butan

Atom. In this it endeavours to imitate its

Creator, who ufes to draw the Grandeur of

his Adtions from the Weaknefs of their Be-

ginnings, and to carry them on from a feeble

K a Origi-
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Original foan accomplifh’d Perfection. There-
fore when he would deliver his People from
the Captivity of Pharaoh, he did not fend
fome King or Prince attended with a nume-
rous Army, but he made ufe of -a plain Man,
Inipeditioris & Tardioris Lingue qui pafcebat
oves Jethro foceri fui, Slow of Speech and of
a flow Tongue, who fed the Sheep of Fetbro
his: Father-in-law, Exod. iii. 4. When he
would chaftife and terrify the £gyprians, he
did not -make ufe of Lightning and Thun-
der, Sed immifit tantum Ranas, & Cyniphes
& Locuflas, & omme genus mufcarum,” But
fent Frogs, Lice, Locufts, and fwarins of
Flies amongft them.. When he would deli-
ver his People from the Philiffine, it was by
the Hands of Saul/, whom he commanded
to be crown’d King of his People, at the fame
time that he thought of nothing but looking
afierthe Afles of Kifh bis Fatber,1 Sam. x. So
1o fight Goliab he chofe David whilft he kept
his Father’s Flocks, Ch. xvii. And to deli-
ver Bethuliz from the Army of Holofernes,
he did not employ well appointed and vali-
ant Soldiers, but he broke down their flate-
linefs by the Hands of a Woman, Judith. ix.
But fince thefe A&ions are {o many Mira-
cles, and therefore we can draw no Confe-
quence: from them, let us make fome Re-
fle¢tion upon the Empire of the Turks, and
the marvellous Progrefles that are made e-
very Day by the Lutherans and Calvinifis,
and I am certain we fhall be forc’d to admire
how
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how the Spightfulnefs of two Monks, who
had no other Weapons but their Pens and
their Tongues, fhould have been the Caufe
of fo great Revolutions and fuch extra-
ordinary Changes in" Policy and ' Religi-
on. ~ After which it muft be confe{s’d that
the Embafladors of the Seythians had good
reafon to remonftrate to Alexander, that Eor-
tis Leo aliquando minimarum avium pabulim
eft, ferrum rubigo confumit, & nibil eft cui
periculum non immineat abinvalido, The mag-
nanimous Lion is the Foed of the: fmalleft
Birds: Ruft confumes Iron, and there is 1i6-
thing but what:is endanger’d by that whicl
is much weaker than it{elf." It is therefore
the Duty of a'right Politician, toconfider all
the {mall Circumftances which are ‘to be met
with in Affairs that are {feriousiand difficult,
to make ufe of and enlarge them by makmrr
a Flie fometimes become an' Elephant, bv
turning ‘a Scratch into a Wound, and a Spark
into’a ‘Firey or elfe by dnmmi{hmg all things
as 1t thall-be proper to favour his Intentions.
And to 'this-purpofe T remember an Accident
whichhas- not been much taken notice of,
that pafs’d inthe Affembly of the Eitates
held at Paris in the Year 1615, which ne-
verthelefs might have ruin’d France and
chang’d 'the Form of its Government, if it
had not been quickly remedied ; for the No-
bility having inferted into their Bundle of
Rcmonftrances, an Article to fet forth the Be-
nefit that would accrue to France by abolifh-

K 3 ng,
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ing annual Right; or the Poller, 'Thé; third
State; which look’d upon themfelves to be
greatly-griev’d by this Propofal, put in ano-
ther Claufe in their Remon(trance, by which
they pray’d the King to retrench the Penfions
that; he gave to a great many Gentlemen who
did him no Service. - Upon this each Party
began to: maintain their Point, and both fent
Deputies to fet forth their Reafonsy they met,
and then came to-high: Words and. ill Lan-
guage; the Deputies' of the Nobility calling
thofe of the third Eftate Rufticks, and threat-
ning te kill them. . The others anfwer’d that
they durft not do.it, and if they fhould but
think of -it, they had a hundred thoufand
Men in Paris who would bring them to Rea-
fon immediately, In the mean time {ome
Magiftrates and Ecclefiafticks who were pre-
fent at this Difeourfe, forefeeing the dangerous
Confequences that might follow, ride with
full fpeed to the Lowvre and advife the King
of what had happen’d, pray and entreat him
to apply fome fpeedy Remedy 5 and prevail
fo far, thattheKing, the Queens,and all the
Princes interpofe their Authority ;- and it is
prohibited under Pain 'of Death, to fpeak of
thefe-two Articles, or to difcourfe of any
thing that had happen’d in relation to them;
and happy it was that Matters were {o'eafily
compos’d: For if the Deputies of the Nobi-
lity had pafs’d from Words to Adions, they
of the third State might have provid fo vio-
lent, obftinate, revengeful, and the Peopleof

Paris
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Parisbeing in fuch a Difpofition and Fer-
ment, that all the Nobility who were there
had run a great Rifque of being cut to
pieces; and perhaps the like might have been
done throughout all the other Cities in the
Kingdom, -which generally follow the Exam-
ple of  the Capital.

Now feeing this Accideut, if not pre-
vented, would have been perform’d by the
Means of the Populace , who nor judging
or. knowing what Reafon is would have
thrown themfelves without Fear or Un-
derftanding, upon the firft that had ftood in
the way of their Fury. It is not foreign to
the purpofe to take notice of;-and place it as
a third Perfuafion, that the greateft Mafter-
Strokes of . States being done. by them, one
ought to know. particularly what their Na-
ture.is, and with what Boldnefs and Affu-
rance they may be made ufe of, and tutn'd
and ‘difposd. for any Defign.. They who
have made the fulleft and moft exa& Defcrip-
tion of them, reprefent them juftly asaMon-
fter; with many Heads, inconftant, wandring,
foolith, ftupid, without Condu&, Wit, or
Judgment. ; As. for its Reafon Palingenius {ays,

Fudicium vulgi infullumimbecillags mens eft,

Foolifh their Judgment and their Reafon
weak,

As for its Paflions, the fame Autlioradds

K 3 _bed
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Qunod_ furit . atque  ferit [eviffima Bellua

"UIIgHJ'.
"The cruel Beaft the Mob with Fury firikes.

If we look upon its Manners and ‘way of
alting, Hi Vulgi mores odille prafentia, ven-
ture “cupere .. ‘praverita ‘celebrare To hate
things prefent, defire thofe to corve,and to ex-
tolwhatever is paft: “Saluf? reprefents it to us
Ingenio Mobile, (editiofam, difeordiofam, cupi-
dam rerum noviium, guieti & otio adverfum,
Of a variable "Temper, feditious, ' cortenti:
ous, defirous’ of Wovelty, and an Enemy'to
Reftand Quietnefs. But I fhall go farther and
fay,sthat it i8"inférior ‘to Beafts' and worfe
thanBeafts, and ‘an hundred times more ftu-
pid; for Beafls riot-having the ufe of Rea-
fon;. leave themfelves ‘to be ' guided by the
Inflin& ‘which Nature' gives them  for the
Rule of theirLife, - Paflions, and Modes of
Aing, from which they never depart unlefs
the Wickednefs of Man caufes “them’ to do
it. - 'Whereas the People " (1'tindetftand by
this word Moby, - gather’d’ into'a Body, the
Dregs of a Nation, Perfons 'of a- bafe, fer-
vile and miean Condition) being endowed
with Reafon, abufe it after a thoufand ways,
and {o become the Theatre where the Orators,
Preachers, falfe Prophets, Impoftors, crafty
Politic'ans, Mutineers, the Seditious, the
Malicious, the Superflitiqus, and the Ambi-
tious, and in fhort, all thofe who have any

new
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new Defign, reprefent their moft horrid and
bloody Tragedies.  We {hould likewife know
that this Populace is compar’d to a Sea agi-
tated with all forts of Winds and Tempefts,
to the Camelion which can appear inall forts
of Colours, except the White; and toa Sink
that all the Refufe of the Houfe is:thrown
into: Tts beft Qualities are to be inconftant
and ‘variable, to approve and difapprove a
thing at the fame time, ‘to run always from
one contrariety to another, to believe ground-
lefly, Mutiny readily, Grumble and Mur-
thur inceffantly : In fhort, whatever it thinks
is'nothing but Vanity, all that it{ays is Falfe
and Abfurd, what it diflikes is Good, what
it pra&ifes 1s Evil, ‘what it praifes is Infa-
mous, and all that it undertakes is pure
Folly. This has made Seneca fay (in his
Book of a Happy Life, Ch. 8.) Non tam be-
ne cum rebus bumanis geritur, ut meliora plu-
ribus iplaceant, Argumentum peffimi ¢ft Turba.
Human Affairs are not fo tranfacted as that
the Beft thould pleafe the moft, for the Mul-
titude is ‘an Argument direétly to the con-

trary. - And’ the fame Author gives us'no -

other-Advice to know 'what Opinions: are
good and folid, Quid folidwm crepet,butonly
not to follow thofeof the Vulgar fanabimur fi
modo « [eperemur: @ catu. - Let: Poflellus per-
{uade it that Fefus Chrift wastofave theMen,
and his Mother Foan was to fave the Wo-
men, it will prefently believe him. LetDavid
George fay he is the Son of Gad, it will a-

: dore
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dore him. * Let an Enthufiaftick Tailor at
Munfier {et himfelf up for a King, and fay,
that God had predeftinated him to chaftize
all the Powers upon Earth, it fhall obey and
refped him-as the greateft Monarch in - the
World. Let Father Domptius declare that
Anti-chrift is come, that he is ten Years old
and has Horns, it will be frighted at him.
Let Impoftors and Mountebanks. give them-
felves the Title of Rofycrucians, it will run
after them. Let the Story go that Paris
thall be fwallowed up, it will fly ‘away}
that all the World fhall be drown’d, it will
prefently make Arks and Boats not to be fur-
priz’d;’ that the Sca fhall be dried up, and
Chariots ‘may go from Genoa to Ferufalem, it
will prepare for the Journey: Tell it the Fables
of | Melufine, of the Sabat, of the Sorcerers, of
Men turn’d to Wolves, of Fairies, Spectres
and Hobgoblins, it will wonder at-them.
Iet the Fits of the Mother torment a poor
Gitl, it will fay the' is poffeft, or will truft
to: fome ‘ignorant: or wicked Prieft that tells
it fo. ' Let!fome Alchymift ; Magician,
Aftrologer; Lullift or Cabalift begin to thew
their Tricks, it will take them for'the moft
knowing and honeft Perfons in the World.
Let Peter the Hermit come and preach the
Crufude, it will’ make Relicks of the Hairs
of his Mule. + Leta Plague or Tempeft ruin
a Province ‘it will immediately accufe the
Witches or Magicians. In fhort, 1f onedeceive
or baffle it to Day, it will fuffer it felf to be

2 {urpriz’d
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furprizd again 'to Morrow, never drawing
any Advantage from what has pafs'd to govern
it felf either at prefent or for the future;
and in thefe things confift the principal figns
of its great Indifcretion and Weaknefs. As
for its Inconftancy we have a fignal Exam-
ple in the A&s of the Apoftles, when the
Tnhabitants of Lyftre and Derbe bad_feen
what Paul bad done, they lift up vheir Voices,
faying, in the Speech of Lycaonia, the Gods
ave come down to us in the Likenefs of Men;
and they call’d ‘Barnabas Jupiter, and Paul
Mercury, Aéfs 14, And yet it was but a
fimall time afterwards, when baving flon'd
Paul, they drew bim out of the City fuppofing
be bad been dead, (ibid.): The Romans m

the Morning ador'd Sejanus and before Night

Ducitur unco [peftandus, he is drag’d about
the City like a Traytor. ' The Parifians did
fo by the Marquis &’ Ancre, and when they.
had ‘endeavour'd to get pieces of the Robe'of
the Father Fefus Maria, to preferve as Relicks
within twoDays after they had ridicul'd'and
made aJeft of him. ~If it pretends to be an-
gry it is like the young Man in Horace,

- Iram
Colligit & ponit temere, mutatur in boras.

Who is rais'd to the height of Paffion, and
is pacified as eafily, being as variable as the
Time hechanges in. If 1t meets with a Man
of Authority when it is in the higheft fer-

ment of its Mutiny and Sedition, it will ﬁg
an
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and abandon every thing: Butif {fome head-
firong Fellow prefents himf{elf, who can put
new Heart in them and blow up the Cinders,
they become more furious than they were in
the firft Rencounter. - In fhort, we may par-
ticularly attribute it  to that which' Sencta
(in his Book of a happy Life) fays of all
Mankind, Fluétuat, aliud ex alio comprebendit,
petita relinquit, alterna inter cupiditatem [uam
& paenitentiam vices [unt, He isalways wa-
vering, lays hold of one thing, then of ano-
ther; rélinquifhes what he fought, then re-
demands what he relinquifh’d; there being
an-alternate Viciflitude between his. Defires
and Repentance. '« Now forafinuch as ftrength
lies. on this fide, and that it is this Creature
that ‘can give the greateft turn to all that
happens extraordinary in a State, it is necef-
fary that Princes or their Minifters {thould
ftudy how to manage and perfuade them by
fair Words, to feduce and deceive them by
Appearances 3+ 'to gain -them over and bring
them into their Intereft by Preachers and
Miracles, under the pretext of Sanctity, or
by the means of able Pens, that may com-
pofe clandeftine Books, Manifefto’s, Apolo-
gies,and Declarations, artfully worded to lead
them by the Nofe and make them approve or
condemn whatever is contair'd in the whole
Proceedings. But as there ' were never but
two ways poflible to keep Men 1n their Du-
ty, that is, the regard of Punithments efta-
blith’d by ancient ' Legiflators, to yeprefs
‘ 3 Crimes
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Crimes, of which Judges might take Cogni-
zance 5 and the Fear of the Gods and theix
Thunder to reftrain thofe things of which,
for want of Witnefles, they cannot be fuf-
ficiently informd, agreeable to that of the
Poet Palingenius.

Semiferum vulgus franandum efl Religione
anarumqy metu, nam fallax atq, malignum
P g5 metu, llax atq, malig

- Mlius ingenium eft [emper nec [ponte movetur
Ad reftum.

The brutith Mob, led by a perverfe Will,

Is fond of Fraud, and every thing that’s ill;

Its fecret Faults Religion muft reftrain,

Its other Crimes are curb’d by outward
Pamn.

The {fame Legiflators have acknowledg’d,
that there is nothing that has {o much Do-
minion over the Spirits of the People as this
latter ; which finding that it felf 1s aim’d at
in any Adion, pufhes it on immediately to
the utmoft Extremity ; Prudence is chang’d
into Paffion, Choler into Rage, all manner
of Condué runs into Confufion ;5 Goods and
Life never come under Confideration whether
theyare loft or no; to defend the Divinity of
an Ape’s Tooth, anOx, aCat, oran Onyon,
or any other Idol, though more ridiculous.
Nulla fiquidem res efficacius multivudinemmovet
quam [uper(titio 3 (Quintus Curtius, Book IV.)
Nothing is (o powerful in flirring up vhe Mul-
titude as Superflition.  And in effe& this has

\ al-
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always been the Mafk to'the Cheats and
Contrivances that have been pratis'd in the
three different forts of Life, to which, ras
has been faid before, thefe Mafter-ftrokes of
State may have any Relation.  For as to the
Monaftick we have an Example in St. Ferom’s
Epiftles, (BookIL. ch. 13.) of the old Monks
of Thebes, They feign Stories of their fighting
wwith Devils, that amongft - the Unskilful and
Vulgar they may [eem to do Miracles, and [o
encreafe their Gain. To which we may refer
that Deceit which the Priefts of the God
Cangpus made ufe of to render him fuperior
to" the Fire, that was the God of the Perf-
ans. That of the Roman Knight to enjoy
the fair Paulina under the Name of £fcula-
pius, the feigned Vifions of the Facobins of
Bern, the falfe Apparitions of the Cordeliers
of Orleans, which are too common to be
recited here at large. [If it be doubted if
fuch an Abufe may be in Ofconomy, one
need only read what Rabbi Mofes writes of
the Priefts of the Idol Thamuz, or Adons,
who to encreafe their Offerings, often caus’d
him to weep for the Iniquities of the People,
but it was with Tears of Lead, melted by a
Fire kindled behind the Image : Or what is
in Daniel, how he firew’d the Pavement of
the Idol Belwith Afhes, and fo difcoverd
how the Priefts,. with their Wives and Chil-
dren, came in the Night by {ubterraneous
Paffages, and eat all that, which the credu-
lous People: thought had been -devour’d by

that
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that Deity: . Laftly, that which regards Po-
liticks {hall be fomething more largely ex-
prefs'd, becaufe it is the principal Defign,
and fhow how Princes and their Minifters,
Quibus quaftui [unt capti [uperflitione animi,
(Livy, Book 1V.) who make their Advantage
of fuchPerfons as areenclin'd to Bigorry, have
known how to manage Religion; and to make
ufe of it as the moft eafy and certain means
by which they might accomplifh their grea-
teft Enterprizes : ‘They feem to have made
ufe of it in five efpecial manners, under
which feveral lefler matters may be rang'd.
The firft and moft common is that of all
Legiflators and Politicians, who have perfua-
ded their People, that they had Communica-
tion with the Gods, that fo they might put
their Defigns in Execution ; as we fee that,
befides the Ancients that we have fpoke of
before, Scipio would make the Romans be-
lieve that he undertook nothing without the
Advice of Fupiter Capitolinus 5 Sylla, that all
his Actions were countenanc'd by Apollo, of
whom he always wore a {mall Portraicture ;
And Sertorius, that his Fawn brought him
the News of all that was concluded in the
Council of the Gods. But to come to the
Hiftories that are neareft to our times, it 1s
certain, that by the f{fame Methods Fames
Buffislarius govern'd fome time at Pavia, Fobn
de Vincente at Bolonia, and Ferom Savanarola
at Florence 5 of whom we have this Remark
in Matehiavel,(upon Livy ) The People of Flo-

rence




144 Confiderations wpor
vence are no Fools, and yet Jerom Savanarola
made them believe that be [poke with God Al-
mighty. It is not above threefcore Years fince
William Poftellus did the {fame in France, and
Campanella not long ago in the Zpper Cala-
briz. But they could not compafs their Ends
any more than the former, becaufe they had
fot a Force fufficient at their Command; for
as Matchiavel fays, This Condition is necef-
fary to all thofe who would eftablith a new
Religion. And it was in effe by that
means that Sophi Ifmael having, by the Ad-
vice  of Trefchel Cufelbas, introducd a new
Sect amongft the Mabometans, did after-
wards ufurp the Empire of Perfie. And it
happen’d nuch about the fame time that the
Hermit Schacoculis, after having play’d his
part for feven Years in the Defart, laid afide
his Mafk, and being declar’d Authorof a
new Sed, feiz’d upon feveral Cities, defy’d
the Batha of Anatolia, with Corcut the Son
of Bajazet 5 and had gone much farther, if
by robbing a Caravan he had not provokd
the Sophi of Perfiz to cut him in pieces. A=
mongft thefe Lipfius places a certain Fortune-
teller, who by a feign'd Devotion, over-run
all Natolia, found means to employ the Tur-
kifh Forces, tili {uch time as he was defeated
in a pitch’d Battle: And one Ifinael an Afri-
can, who took this way to wreft the King-
dom from his Mafter the King of Moracco.
The fecond Invention that Politicians have

made ufe of to make Religion have an Infiu-
ence
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ence over the People, has been to counter-
feit Miracles, feign Dreams, invent Monfters
and Prodigies :

Qus Vita rationem veriere paﬂ}n_t,
Fortunafiyy omnes magno turbare timore.

That might o’erturn the Condu& of our
Lives,
And harrafs all Affairs with panick Feat.

So we fee that Alexander being inform’d by
a Phyfician, of a fovereign Remedy for the
poifon’d Arrows of the Enemies, made it be
thought that it was reveal’d to him in a
Dream ; and Pefpafian got People, who
feign’d themfelves to be blind and lame, that
he might cure them by his Touch. It was
for this Reafon, that Clovis accompanied his
Converfion with fo many Miracles ; that
Charles the VII™* advandd the Credit of ithe
Maid of Orleans, and the prefent Emperor

that of the Father gefm Maria, in hopes

perhaps of gaining a Battle equal to that of
Prague.

The third has for its Foundation falfe
Reports, Revelations, and Prophefies, which
are {pread abroad to 'move, frighten, and a-
ftonith the People, or to confirm, encourage,
and embolden them, according as the different
Occafions may require. . -And to' this end Po-
fellus tells us, that Mabomer had with him
a famous Aftrologer, who  did nothing elfe
but preach concerning a great Revolution,

that
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¢hat was to happen both in Religion and the
Empire, with a long Train of happy Succef-
fes that were to follow it, that by this means
he might open the way for Mabomet, and
prepare the People the more willingly to re-
ceive that Religion he was going  to iftro-
duce 5 and at the {ame time caft a dread. up-
on them that would not approve it, by fu-
fpe@ing they fhould refift the Order of De-
{tiny, by oppofing this new Favourite of Hea-
ven, fince he has always the greateft Advan-
rage :

Cui_militat Ather,
Ercopjurati veniunt ad claffica Venti,

“ For Wwhom the Heav’n declares,
Whilft " the combining Winds affift his
Wars. e

It 'was by the Help of {uich -an eafy Creduli-
ty; - that Ferdimande :Cortez gain'd the King-
dom ! of Mewito, where he was receiv'd
as ifi;he had been - the Topilchin, -whofe
Arrival about that time had been  fore-
told by fome - Prophefiers ;- and fo Francis |
Pizirro -enter'd. tipon: the Empire of Pers,
with the general Applaufe of all the People,
who rtook him; for. the Perfon -that ¥ilaroca
fhould ffend to deliver-their King out of Cap-
tivitys Even:Charlemagne penetrated far in- |
to Spaii by means of .an old: Image, which,
accordinig to a Prophecy, let fall a great Key
thatitihad in its-Hand : - And the dlarbes oc
: Sa-
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Saracens coming like an Inundation intorthe
{ame Kingdom, under. the Conduétof Count
Fulian, {carce met with any Oppofition, be-
caufe fome time before there was a Paiiting
found in an old Caftle near Tvledo, with Per=
fons of {fuch like Habits and Countenances,
which was thought to have been laid up
there by fome: great Prophet.. ‘And I dare
affirm, as ‘divers Hiftorians have done, that .
without' fuch ' Predictions: Mabomet - the Se=

cond had not {o eafily become Mafter of Con-
Sftantinople. But what Example can be more
remarkable, than that which happen’d in the
Year 1613. in relation to the City of Afcofla,
the Principal of the Ifland of Magna, which
having revolted from the Sophi was eafily re-
duc’d by Arcomar his General, by virtuetof a
Prophetical Tradition amongft the Citizens;
That if the Town did not [urrender to Arcos
mat, it fhould be Arcomated ; ‘that s, if it
did not/{urrender to the Defiroyer, it {hould
be defiroy’d 5 although if it would have de-
fended 1t {felf it could not have been taken,
{eeing according to the Report of Garciz ab
Horto, a Portuguefe Phyfician, who had been
there about thirty or forty Years before, it
was five Leagues in compafs, had fifty thou-
fand Families, and yielded to the Sophi a
ftanding Revenue of ffteen Million {ix hun-
dred: thoufand Crowns. We {ee therefore
that the Method is eafy for Politicians to de-
ceive-and feduce the foolith Populace, by the
ufage of thefe Predictions, tomake them fear
L. 2 or
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or hope, receive or refufe whatever lies moft
for, their Conveniency.

But there is a thorter and more fecure Me-
thod,which is that of making ufe of Preachers,
and Perfons that can fpeak well ; for there i3
nothing but may be attain’d by that Strata- §
gem:. The Force of Eloquence, and anHa- |
rangue dreft up with Art and fair Words,
flides with fo much Pleafure into the Ears,
that one muft be deaf, or more crafty than
Ulyffes, not to be charm’d with ’em. . It is
likewife true, that whatever the Poets have
wrote concerning the Twelve Labours: of
Hercules , may be mythologiz'd by the diffe-
rent Effe@s of Eloguence, by which means
he accomplifh’d things of the utmoft Diffi-
culty 5 and therefore the ancient Gauls had
good Reafon to reprefent him with a-great
anany, little Golden Chains coming out of
his Mouth, and fix’d to the Ears of 2 Mul-
titude of People that he drew after him. . It
was by this means, -

Sylveftres Homines [acer interpre[qs deorum %
Cedibus, & victu fedo deterruit Orpbeus, §
Dittus ab boc lenire Tygres rabidofq;, Leones.

Horace.

-Orpbem, that Prophet, and that Holy

Prieft,
Reliev’d Man’s Life from Habits of the
BaftHes (undreft ;

From bloody Slaughter, and from Food
And
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And thus his Voice gain'd the immortal
Fame

Of rendring Tygers mild, and Lions fame.

And thus Philip King of Macedon, one of the
greateft Politicians that ever were, and who
very well knew, that Omnia [umma ratione
gefta fortuna etiam  fequitur, (as Livy fays)
Fortune always accompanies that which is done
with a confummate Prudénce, did not endea-
vour to attack - the Athenians with warlikg
Preparations, fince he knew he could- over-
come them more eafily by the Eloquence of
Demofthenes, and by fuch prejudicial Refolu-
tions as they fhould take in their publick
Councils. So Pericles made ufe of the fine
Speeches of Epbialies to render the fame State
of the Athenians entirely popular : 'And fox
this Reafon the Ancients faid, that the Ora-
tors had the fame Power over the Populace,
as the Winds had over the Sea. But to
come to the Kingdom of Framce : Every one
knows that the famous Croifade, fo zealouily
manag’d by Godfrey of Bowillon, was encou-
rag’d and undertaken by the Harangues and
Sermons of a plain Man, call'd Peter the
Hermit 5 -as the Second was by thofe of St,
Bernard. -Was there ever a more wicked
and abominable Murder than that of Lewis
Duke of Orleans, in the Year 1407. commit-
ted by the Duke of Bungundy ¢ And yet
there was found out fuch a Perfon as Mafter
Jobn Petit, aDivine and great Preacher, who
: pigd. might
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might palliate the Fa&, and fo cover and
difguife it by the Sermons he made at Notre
Dumie in Paris, that all thole who would af-
terwards maintain the Part of the Houfe of
Orleans were look’d upon as Rebelsy which
oblig’d them to ufe the fame Artifice with
their Enemy, and to put themfelves under
the ProteGion of ‘that famous Man of Worth
Sobn - Gerfon, who undertook ‘their Defence,
and declar'd to the Council of Conftance, that
the Propofition maintain’d by Pezit 'was Here-
tical'and Erroneous. But as Fobn Petit was
the Caufe of {o great a Mifchief under Charles
the Sixth, he had another Brother Cordelier
nam'd Rishard, under Charles the Seventh,
who was the Author of as much Good y for
by ten Sermons, each of them fix Hours long,
he prevail’d with the People to throw into
Fires prepard on purpofe at the ends of the
Streets, all their Cards, Tables, Table-men),
Billiards, Dice, and fuch like Inftruments of
Gaming and Hazard, as were the Occafion of
QOaths and Blafphemy.  Burt this good Man
was no fooner gone out of Paris, but:that
they began to defpife and ridicule him, and
return to their old Diverfions with greater
Application than formerly, Juft in thefame
manner as thofe ftrange Changes or Conver-
fions, almoft miraculous, which the Capuchin
Yather Giacinto da Cafale about twenty Years
ago perform’d throughout Jzzly, by his Prea-
ching, continu’d no longer than whilft that
Father executed the Functions of thatCharge%
: I

4
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If we defcend to the Time-of Fransis the
Firft, we thall find that the Battle of Marig-
snan, which was fought with o much Obfti-
nacy by the Switzers, that it continu’d two
whole Days together, till they were almoft
all flain upon the Spot, had nothing clfe to
prefs them forward, but the Harangue made
them by the Cardinal of Sion, or, as Paulus
Fovius calls him in his Eulogies, Sedunenfis
Antifles : For they had no fooner heard him,
but they refolv’d to give Battle, and contefted
the Vidory to the laft Drop of their Blood.
We fhall {ee likewife how Monluc, Bithop of
Valence, was {ent to the Fenetians, to juftify
by his fair Speeches the Requeft for Turkifh
Succours againft the Emperor Charles the
Fifth ; and after the Maffacre of St. Barthe-
lomew, the fame Monluc and Pybrac exercis’d
both their Tongues and Pens to keep the Po-
landers, although fully inform’d of that Bar-
barity by the Caluinifis, as has been obferv’d
before, from making that as an Occafion a-
gaint chufing Henry the Third for theirKing.
It was equally remarkable, .that the firft
Siege: of Rochell was better fuftaind by the
continual Preaching of forty Minifters that
had fled into it, than by all the Captains and
Soldiers, with which itwas {ufficiently pro-
 yided: And. at the time that the Patifians
. eat Dogs and Rats rather than obey 'an Here-
' tick Prince, was it not Boucher, Rofe, Win-
- geffer, and feveral other Parith Priefts, that
kept them up in their Refolution, . Itiscer-

: La tain,
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tain, ‘that if the Proteftant Minifter Chamier
had not been taken off from the Baftions of
Montauban by a Cannon-Ball, that Town
might been as difficult to have been taken-as
Rochelle. - And when Campanellz had a De-
fign of making himfelf” King of the Upper Ca-
labria, he chofe out for his‘Companion -one
Denis Pontius, a Fryar, who had gain’d the
Reputation of  one of the moft eloquent and
perfuafive Perfons of that Age. « Let us look
into-the Old Teftament, which Ged would
deliver to his People by his Servant Mofes,
who was not {o proper to command, becaufe
he was a Man flow of Speech, and of a few
Words 5 he therefore bad him make ufe of
the Eloquence of his Brother Aaron, Exod.4.
14. Is not Aaron the Levite thy Brother 2 ' T
know that be can [peak well. = And thou fhalt -
Jpeak unto bim, and put Words in. bis Mouth.
And afterwards, ch. 7. v 1. See I bave made
thee a God to Pharaoh, and Aaron thy Brother
Jhall be thy Propler.  Thou fbalt fpeak all that
L command thee, and thy Brother (ball (peak
unto Pharaoh. This is what the Pagans, the
Apes of our Myfteries, would afterwards re-
prefent by their Pallas, the Goddefs of Elo-
quence, Who was arm’d with a Lance, a
Buckler, and Helmet, to fhew that Arms can
make but fmall Progrefs without Eloquence,
nor Eloquence without Arms. Now feeing
thefe two different Qualities feldom join and
accompany one another in the fame Perfon,
as Virgil has well obferv’d in the Charaer

of
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-of Drances , Cuis Lingua melior, fed frigida
bello dextera, whofe 'Tongue was prevalent,
but his Arm feeble.  The greateft Captains
have for this Reafon, to fupply- this Defet,
always taken with them, and contratted a
Friendfhip with fome Perfon, who was able
by the Efforts of his Speech to fecond thofe
of their Swords : Ninus, for Example, to this
purpofe made ufe of Zoroafler, Agamemnon of
Neflor, Diomedes of Ulyffes, Pyrrbus of Cyneas,
Trajan of Pliny the Younger, Theodoric of Caf-
fiodorus, And the fame may be {aid of all the
great Warriors, who have carefs'd this¥enus
Verticordia, the Goddefs who can change and
turn the Heart as [be pleafes, no lefs than the
former, as being ignorant that

Cultus babet Sermo & [apiens mirabile robur,
Imperar Affeftus varios, Animngs gubernat.

Smooth and wife Speech does bear a won-
drous Force, :

Governs the Paffions, and commands the
Mind.

It is my own Opinion, That Eloquence is fo
powerful, that nothing hitherto has been |
exempt from its Empire: It is that which
makes the moft fabulous Religions obtain Be-
. lief, that raifes the moft unjuft Wars, conceals
or gives falfe Colours to the blackeft Adtions,
which calms and appeafes the moft violent
Seditions, “which {tirs the moft peaceable
Tempers to Rage and Fury ; in fhort, it is
that
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that which plants and roots out Herefies, that
made England revolt, and converted Fapan,

Limus ut bic durefeit & bac ut cera Ii-
quefeit. g
Uno eodemque igne. Virgil. E.clog‘

as.the fame Fire hardens the Clay, and melts
the Wax 5 and if a Prince had twelve Men
of fuch Parts at his Devotion, I{hould efteem
him ftronger, and that he could cominand
more Obedience in his Country, than if he
had two powerful Armies. But fince Elo-
quence may be made ufe of after two manners,
both ‘in fpeaking and writing, it may be re-
mark’d that the fecond is not of lefs Confe-
quence than the firft, and I dare. fay, that
upon fome Accounts it furpafles it; for a
Man that {peaks cannot be heard but in one
place, and by three or four thoufand Men at
once,

Gaude quf videant oculi te mille logquens.
ie. g

You're pleas'd to think
A thoufand Eyes gaze on you while you
{peak.

‘Whereas he that writes may. declare his
thoughtsin all Places, and toall Perfons.I may
add, that many prevalent Rea{ons often efcape
the Ears thro’the Precipitation of theTongue,
which cannot fo ealily deccive the Eyes,
when the fame thing may at leifure be. re
viewed




Refin'd Politicks. . 188

viewed by them; what Weaponscan't obtain,
has been often gain'd by a fingle Declaration
or Manifefto.  Therefore Francis the Firft,
and Charles the Fifth, manag’d their Wars as
much by Letters and Apologies, asby their
Swords and Launces; and we find in our
time, that the Quarrel between the Popeand
the Venetians, the Oath of Allegiance in En-
gland, the Favour of the Marquis &’ 4ncre,
and Meffieurs de Luyne in France, the War
of the Palatinate in Germany, and the Valto-
lin in Switzerlaud, have produc’d an ipfinite
number of Pamphlets, as well prejudicial to
one fide, as favourable to the other. They
who have feen the marvellous Effe&s which
Caflandra, and the Ghoft of Henry the Great
produc’d againft the Marquis # Ancre, the
Conradin Provengal, and the Hermit of Mount
Valerian againft Me(freurs de Laiyne;, le Mot 2
POreille, & la Voix publique | or the Word
in the Ear, or the Publick Voice, againft the
Marquis de la Veinville  the Admonition , or
Myfteria Politica, or Political Myfieries of Fan-
[enius againft our King, cannot doubt, 1think,
what weight {uch fort of Writings bear a-
long with them. And God grant that they
which are daily fent from Bruffzls, may not
have as much againft' the prefent State of
France, or that Perfons may be found as ca-
pable'and hearty to defend the King’s Intereft
vigoroufly agamft the difaffetted Party, as
Father Paul was in the Caufe of the Pene-
sians, and Pibrac and Monlue in thatof Charles

the
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the Ninth, and Henry the Third, againftthe
furious Calumnies of all the Calvini/ls.

But after having fully difcours’d of all the -
Means  to accommodate Religion to Politick
Affairs, that muft not be forgot which has
always been moft us’d, and put in pra&ice
with the greateft Subtlety, which is the un-
dertaking of a thing underthe pretence of Re-
ligion, that nothing elfe could render preva-
lent or lawful ; and in effet, the Proverb
commonly ufed by the Fews, In nomine Domi-
wi committitur omme malum, that inthe Name
of God all Evilis committed, isnot lefs true
than the Reproach that Pope Leo made to the
Emperor Theadofius. < Private Caufe pietatis
“ aguntur obtentu, & cupiditatum quifque
“ fuarum Religionem babet Pediffequam, Pri-
« yate Affairs are tranfated under the Cloak
« of Piety, and every one makes Religion
“ the Handmaid of his own Defires. But
fince Examples are fo common that all Books
are full of them, I fhall content my felf, ha-
ving {poken of the French already, with men-
tioning fome of the Spanifl ones, and follow-
ing pun&ually what Mariana, the moft faith-
ful of their Hiftorians has obferv’d concer-
ning them. Speaking then of the Ancient
Gorbs whoreign'd in Spain, and of the Wars
that they made to drive out one another ; he
fays they made ufe of Religion as their Pre-
tence to Dominion; fo when King Fofenand
call’d the Burgundians, who were Arians, to
his Affiftance, in driving out King Suintila, hig
: Expref-
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Exprefﬁon is, Optimum fore judicavit religio-
nis pratextum, Book 6. ch. 5. He judg'dthat
his beft Method would be the pretence of Re-
ligion, and defcribing how Eringius drove
out King Wamba, Optimum vifum eff reli-
gionis [peciem pretendere, Chap. 7. Religion
was to be the fpecious Excufe of it, and
when two Brothers of the Houfe of Aragon,,
Violento imperiofi Pontificis mandato, By the vi-
olent Command of that imperious Pope Bo-
niface the Eighth, took Arms againft one ano-
thery this good Father very pertinently ob-
ferves, that nothing was more inhuman than
{uch a Violation of the Laws of Nature, Sed
ranti Fides Religioque fuere, but of fuch value

- tothem were their Faith and Religion, Books.
¢.2. And {peaking of Navarre, which Ferdi-
nand, immenfa imperandi ambitione, through
animmenfe Ambition of Empire, took ‘away
from his own Niece, he adds for excufe, Sed
Jpecies Religionis pratexta fatio eft & Pontifi-
cis juffa, but Religion and the Pope’s Com- -
mands were the {pecious Pretences for this
Fa&, Book 25.%h. ult. In thort, not to al-
ledge all that this fine Author has remark’d,
I fhall refer to the Book it felf, which is full
of nothing elfe, and pafiing: to Charles the
Firft, T fhall produce what Francis the Firfk
{ays again{t him in his Apolegy of ‘the Year
¥537. Charles vint, empieser = fur-des Effats
fons Couleur de Religion, That Charles would
gain footing in Countries, under the Colous
of Religion. And fpeaking of the War of

ermany
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Germany, L Emperenr fous Coulenr de Religion
armé de la ligue des Catboliques, veut opprimer
Pautre & [e fairele chemin a la. Monarchie.
That theEmperor, under Colour of Religion,
arm’d with® a Catholick League, would op-
prefs the other Party, and make a way to the
Univerfal Monarchy, which likewife was
very well remark’d by Monfieur de Newvers,
10 the Paflage that we have cited before,, Laft-
ly, when the late King Fames was called to
the Crown of England, the King of Spain
made hafte to enter into a {tri¢t Band of Al-
liance with him 3 the Conftable of Cafile
was fent thither, a Relation of it was printed,
and Rovidae, Senator of Milan, calls this Al-

liance a very fanctified Work, and acknow- -

ledges the King of England for a very Holy
Chriftian Prince, offers him in his Mafter’s
Naine all the Spanith Forces by Sea and Land,
and protefts that the King of Spain did it
Divini Admowitione, DivinaVoluntase; Diving
Ope, non mifi magno Dei Benefivio, by the Di-
vine Admonition, by the Divine Will, by
the Divine Afliftance, by Godés great Bounty.
Since therefore it is natural to moft Princes
to treat Religion like Mountebanks, and ufe
it as a Drug tomaintain the Credit-and Repu-
tation of their Stage, one ought not in any
Opinion.to. blame a Politician, if to accom-
plifhi fomeimportant Affair, he have recourfe
to the fame Induftry, though it be:morede-
eent to fay the contrary, and indeed to {peak
- rightly, : 4

2 Non

S e———
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Non: funt: bac dicenda, palam prodendague

vulgoy | .
Quippe. bominum - plerique mali , plerique
[oelefti. Palingenius in Libra,

This from .the Vulgar fhould be hidden ftill,
They are already vers'd enough in ill.

Howeéver, all thefe Maxims would remain
without ‘due Regard and Splendour, if they
were not heightned, ‘and as it were anima-
ted by another, which teaches us togive them
their right Byafs, and wiake @ good Choice “of
the Hour and Time favourable for the purting
them in execution, left otherwife if that be
neglecled they may do as much Mifchief.

Data Tempore profunt,
Et data non apro Tempore multa nocent.

Befides, it 1s not fufficient to have acquir'd
that Prudence which is ordinary and common
to Statefmen, if we do not proceed to ano-
thér more refin’d, and which is only proper
to the moft fubtle and experienc’d Politicians
to know the value of fortuitous Occafions,
and to draw Profit and. Advantage from that
which would have been negleéted by anc-
ther, or'perhaps have redounded to his Preju-
dice.. Such. was that great Eclipfe which
happen’d under the Emperor Tiberius, when
all the L.egions in Hungary had, mutiny’d to
that degree, that therefeem’d to be no appea-
rance of their -being ‘appeas’ds fora Perfon
lefsrefin’d than Drufus wiould have negle@ed

this
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this Otcafion, and never have thought of ga-
thering any Profit from it ; but he, feeing
that the Mutineers were in a great Confter-
nation upon this fudden Darknefs, becaufe
they did not know the Reafon of it, fell up-
on the Horfe, furpriz’d, and ftruck fuch a
Terror in them, that by this Accident he
brought that to pafs, which all other Gene-
rals, and he himfelf wouldotherwife havede-
fpair'd to haveeffected. Such was likewife the
Stratagem with which King Tu//us ingenioufly
us'd tocover the Revolt of Metius Suffetius,
and drew thence an uncommon Advantage
by caufing the Word to pafs from Squadron
to Squadron, that he had fent himto furprize
the Enemies, and cut off all hopes of their
Retreat. I much wonder therefore how Ti-
tus Livius, and Cornelius Tacitus, who relate
thefe Stories, arecontent to draw therice on-
ly particular Conclufions, and that the firft
{hould fay no more than that Stratagema eff,
qua in certamine @ transfugis noflris perfide
Fitint, ea dicere fierinoitro juffu, It isa Strata-
gem to fay, that what Deferters do ina Bat-
tel, is done by our own Appointment. And
the other, In commoto populo fedando, conver-
tenda in [apientiam & oceafionem mitigationis
que cafus obeulit, & qua populus ille pavet
aut obfervar fuperflitiofe : In appeafing the -
Commotions of a People, thofe things are to
be converted to Prudence, and a Handle ta-
ken thence to appeafe them, which Chance
offers, and which -that People fears or ob-
ferves
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ferves with -Superftition, without drawing
thence this general Maxim, Que cafis obtu-
lit in (apientiom verrenda, Wihat Chance of-
fersis to beconverted to Prudence 5 fince not
only Treafons and Mutinies, bat other matters
may be turn’d to that ufe : So Columbus ha-
ving obferv’d the Time in which a great
Eclipfe thould happen, he threatned the In-
habitants of the new World, that he would
turn the Moon into Blood, and take it entire-
ly away from them, unlefs they furnifh’d
him with the Provifions he had occafion for,
which were immediately fent him as foon as
the Eclipfe began to appear. I have remark’d
before, that Ferdinando Cortez made the In-
habitants of Mexico believe that he was the
God Topilchin, that he might the more eafily
get Pofleffion of their Kingdom, and that
Francis Pizarro us'd the fame Stratagem ini
the Conqueft of Perx, by calling himfelf the
Viracoca, It was by this Method that Makbo-
met chang’d his Epilepfie into an Extafie 5
and Charles the Fifth made ufe of the Here-
fie of Luther, to weaken the Princes of Ger-
many, who being united, might have con-
troPd the Authority he would acquire in
the Empire, and hinder the Project he had
contrived for an Univerfal Monarchy. We
may fay farther, that the {fame Emperor not
having Spirit and Judgment ftrong enough
to govern fuch large Dominions as he was
Mafter of, and feeing that the growing For-
tune of Henry the Second put Bounds to his;
and that he made a Jeft of the Motto of Plus

M ultra,
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ultra, farther ftill, and gave occafion to the
Pafquinades to jingle upon Mete, the Latin
Name of the City Met, and the Latin Word
Mete fignifying a Boundary, as if that City
was the fartheft Place he could go to,
Sifte pedem Metis, hac tibi meta datur.

He cover'd all thefe Difgraces under the Veil
of Piety and Religion, fhutting up himfelf in
a Cloylter, where hehad likewife the oppor-
tunity of repenting of the fecret Sins which
he had committed, by getting a Baftard Son
that was his Nephew: So Philip the Second
took occafion to vacate the Privileges of the
Aragonians, upon their affording Protection
to Antonio Perezy and 1 find amengft our
Kings of France, that Philip the Firlt very
much enlarged his Kingdom, and deliver'd
himfelf from the Guardianthip (if it may be
{o call’d) of the Majors of the Palace, whilft
all the Princes of France and his Brother were
bufie fighting againft the Saracens, under the
Conduct of Godfrey of Bulloin.  And it may
be {aid, that during the faid Crufade, Philip
the Auguft abandon'd Richard King of En-
gland, that he might return into . France, to
embroil the Affairs of the Englifh; becaufe
in Matters of State, ,Qjmdmn nifi fallacia vi-
res affumpferint, fidem: propofiti mon inveniunt
Laudemque occulto magis tramite, quam Vi
veia petunty There are fome Things that
don’t give Credit to their Propofal, unlefs
they gather Strength from fome Fallacy, and
feek for Praife rather in fome fecret Way,
thanin the dire& Read. CHAP,
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CH A p¥iy:

What Conditions are requifite to a Mini-
Jter, with whom [uch Mafer Strokes
of State may be concerted,

ERE: it may be obje&ed to me, that T
ought ot to treat of the Qualities of
a Minifter; until [ have fpoken of thofe of the
Prince; fince'it is he that gives the firft Spring
and Motion to all that is'done in the Couns=
cil, as the Primum Mobile draws all the other
« Heavensalong with it, and the'Sun commu-
nicates its Light to the Stars and Planets ¢
But to this I anfwer, that Sovereigns are
placd over us by Succeffion or Eledion ; now’
of thefe twomeans, the firft follows Nature,
towhich we punétually pay Obedience, with=
out Reftriction, ot the Confideration of any
Circumftance. :

Dum pecudes auro dum murice veftit Afellos.

Whilft the brute Afs in Gold and Purple
brays.

And the fecond turns vpon Thtriegiie; Self-
Intereft, and theCabals of fuchi Perfofs asare
moft rich and moft powerful in Friends, Fa-
vours, and ready Money to fatisfie their Am«
bition 5 fo ‘that it would bé like a Pedant to
propofe, or even to think that tHe Confidera-

M 2 tion
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tion of Virtue or Merit can have any place
amidft fuch a Diforder. But as to what re-
lates to Minifters, one may Philofophize af-
ter another manner 3 becaufe theydepend ab-
{olutely upon the Choice that the Prince may
make of them, that being permitted him,
nay even decent and honourable, for him
to take from amongft all his Friends and Do-
mefticks, thatPerfon that he thinks beft qua-
lify’d for the Employment in which he will
place him, Sapienti/fimumenim dicunt eum effe
cui quod opus fit veniet m nentent s proxime
accedere ewm qui alterius bene inventis obten-
perer.  (Cicero for Cluentius) « He is faid

« to be the wifeft Man that can conceive in

« his own Mind thofe things that he has need
« of, and he approaches mext to him: that
« can condefcend to the good Intentions of
« another Perfon, I add farther, that be-
{ides the Honour a Prince acquires by fuch a
Choice, he does from thence likewife gather
a very great Profit, and fo confiderable, that
_if he will not negle& and abandon him{elf, he
will bealmoft under a neceflity to proceed to
fuch aChoice, Velleius Paterculus has very well
obferv’d to this purpofe, that Magna Nego-
#ia magnis Adjutoribus egent, (Book 2.) Great
Affairs vequire great Affiftants; and Tacitus
fays that Graviffimi Principis laboris queis or-
bemTerra capeffit, egent adminiculis, (12 An-
mals) The heavy Labours of a Prince, who
governsthe Globe of Eaxth wants Supporters,
to which may be added that excellent Sa)ringf
0
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of Enripides, Scpss Topan©@ ¥ (opdy (wwigole,
A Prince becomes wife by the Converfation of
wife Men. And indeed Hiftories teach us
that they have always been efteemed the wi-
{eft Princes, who have done nothing of their
own Heads, and without the Advice of fome
faithful and trufty Minifter, from whence
Alexander had always neéar him his Clitus
and Hepheflion ;, Auguftis did nothing with-
out the Advice of Mecanas and Aztippa ;
that Nero was the beft of Emperors whilft he
follow’d the Counfels of Burrbus and Seneca
and to come nearer to our owh Knowledge,
Charles the Fifth, and Philip the Second had
de Chevres, and Ruy de Gomez for their Afs
fiftants, as likewife the intimate Councellors
of Chatles the Eighth were at {everal times,
the Count de Dunois, Lonvet, Prefident of
Provence, Tannegui duChaffel, and the Count
de Damimarttin.  As for what relates to his
Son Lewis the Eleventh, as he was always
diffident, variable and reftlefs in his Temper,
{o he often chang’d his fecret Servants and
Confidents, but ftill he had fome one to
whoin he would communicate his Mind more
freely than to others; as to the Cardinal Bal-
lue, Philip de Comines, and Cortier his Phyfi-
cian, Charles the Eighth did the fame to
Cardinal Briffoner, and his Succeflor Lewis
the Twelfth to Cardinal &’ Amboife, who pol-
fefed Him entirely. King Francis the Firft
put more Confidence in Admiral dnnibant
than in any other Perfon, and Henry the Se-

, M 3 cond
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cond, in. the Conftable Montmorency.. Infhort,
we lee in the Courfe of our. Annals, that
the two. Brothers of the Houfe of Lorrain
were thie Support of Francis the Second, the
Cardinal Birague of Cbarles. the Ninth,
Monfieur Efpernon of Henry the Third, Me-
fieurs de Sully, Villeray and Sillery of Henry
the Fourth, and Monfeigneur the Cardinal
of Richelieu of our King Lewis the Fuft and

.

the Triump}amzt.

But this Maxim being eftablith’d as moft.

true and certain, that Princes ought to. have
fome fecret and trufty Counfellor, the Poli-
ticians are in difficulty to refolve whether he
ought to Dbe contented with one alone, or to
have many in an equal and the like degree of
Confidence; for if one would a& by Rea-
fons and Examples, Xengphon on the one fide
;_idvifes’ that Ioahei Bagihiws splahmel % wohhe
wra, (Book 13. Cyropzd.) 4 King (hould
have many Eyes and many Ears, and the Tri-
umvirat. which fo happily govern'd France
under Henry the Fourth, would make good
the Saying, though we had not the Example
of duguftus and the Ancients. ' On the other
fide, we know that amongft divers Perfons,
Non woto wvivitur uno, there cannot be the
fame defire, and that in Affairs nothing is
more prejudicial or troublefome than the di-
verfity of Opinions; that Hatred, Ambition,
Vain-Glory, and fuch like Paffions make
them often propofe and authorife what is di-
rectly contrary to Reafont, And Tagirus has
very
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very properly remark'd, Cede Mefjalina con-
vulfa eft Gefaris Domus, orto apud Libertos
Certamine, That when Meffaling was {lain
Cafar’s Family was fhock’d by the Contefts
that arofe amongft the Freemen; for as'a
gredt number of Phyficians are often deftru-
&ive to-the Patient, {o too great a number of
Counfellors almoft always ruin the Affairs
that are under their Confideration. It feems
therefore neceflary to bring two fo different
Opinions to fome Agreement, to ufe this di-
ftin&ion, That if a Prince knows himfelf to
have Strength, Authority, Judgment and Ca-
pacity enough to be above his Councellors
and Confidents,it will be well for him to have
three or four, becaufe that after they have
delivered their Opinionupon any incident, he
may draw many Inferences and Conclufions
from them all, and at laft put that in Exe-
cution which he fhall moft efteem expedient.
But if he is of a weak Spirit, and not of a Ca-
pacity large enough to chufe the beft ‘Advice
and put it in pradtice, it is without doubt more
expedient that he fhall make Choice of as
the moft judicious and beft qualified of all
of them; becaufe if he commits himfelf to
more of them, it may happen that each may
have his diffexent and particular Intereft, his
different Intentions and Defigns, upon which
the Prince not being able to regulate them
and to make ufe of the principal Intrigues
and Parties ‘which will be form’d in bis
Council, Ambition will be prevalent, and fo
M 4 will
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will Jealoufy, which follows it as clofe as
it docs Love; Reafon will do nothing, but
Pafiion do all 5 Secrecy will he banifh’d, and
whilft the poor Prince is thus firangely dif-
quieted, he will not be able to refolve on the
one {ide or the other, but will furnith Dif-
courfe for his People and Sport for his Mini-
fters.  This has been judicioufly remark’d
by Tacitus, in relation to the Emperor Gal-
ba, Quippe biantes in magna fortuna ambo-
rum cupiditaies ipfa Galba facilitas intende-
bat 3 cum apud infirmum & credulum minori
et & majori pramio peccaretur, That the
too great eafinefs of Galba increas’d the
Covetoufnefs of his Friends; for Faults might
be committed with lefs Fear and greater Re-
ward, when they met with a weak and cre-
dulous Temper. The like happen'd to the
Emperor Claudius, and in our Time to Charles
the Eightb, in the Affairs relating to Pifz and
Stena, . Guicciardine makes the fame Obfer-
vation concerning Clemens the Eighth, and the
TialianPoliticians from thence have fram’d this
Maxim,Ogni Volta che un Principe fara in mano
di piu quando non babbia configlio e prudenzsa
da fe, fara preds da Tusti, Whenever a
Prince is in the Hands of many, if he has
not Council and Prudence in himfelf, he be-
comes a Prey to all of them: Whereas on
the contrary, if he confides in one Minifter
well qualified, and us’d with that regard
that a Mafter ought to have for a faithful
Servant, all things will go better for tire
Prince,
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Prince, his Credit-will be preferv’d to him,
his Authority maintain’d, his Perfon belov’d,
his Commands executed, and his whole
Country will feel the like Effets to thofe
which France at prefent receives from the
wife Government of Cardinal Richelien. :

This then being granted, that a Prince
ought to have a Minifter or Counfellor who
is fecret, faithful, and that may be confided
in, we may now fee how he ought to chufe
him, and what Qualities he fhould be en-
dow’d with or to {peak more exactly, what
fhould be the Properties both of his Body
and the Accidents that attend it, as likewife
of his Mind. After which we fhall add
what a Prince ought to contribute to the fa-
tisfaction of his Minifter, and fo put an end
to the prefent Difcourfe.

Now as to the firft Point, which is to
fhow, of what Quality, Office, or fort of
Perfon a Minifter is to be chofen, I fhall
find my felf as much embarrafs'd as Vegetius
was to refolve from what Place or forts of
Men one might chufe a good Soldier : For as
all Affairs are not alike, foall forts of Perfons
are not always proper for the diverfity of Ne-
gotiations, no more than every fort of Wood
was heretofore fitting tomake an Image of Mer-
cury. However to folve this difference we
muft diftinguifh between a Minifter that is
to give Counfel, and a Minifter that is to
put it in execution; for although both of
them eught to take this Advice from Livp,

2 ( Book
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(Book 24.) Magis nullius intereft quam tud

"F. Otacili, mon imponi cervicibus tuis onus fub
quo concidas, ‘It is your Intereft, Titus Otaci-
lius, | to feethat! the Burden laid upon your
Shoulders be not {uch as you muft fink un-
der: Yet eactiof them muft be confiderd in
particular, and muft have different Proper-
ties.. *As to what concerns the latter, he
fhotld be taken from'amongft the moft noble
and illuftrious Families, that he may exer-
cife his Charge and Command with the great-
er ‘Splendor, Grandeur and Authority 5 care
fhould be likewife taken that he has an In-
clination and Sufficiency proportionable to
the Employment for which he is defign'd,

Nec enim loricam poffit Achilles,
Therfites.

For Therfites can lay no Claim to the Armor
of Achilles. -Andas dppinswasnot able to
govern the Populace, Cleon did not under-
ftand the Condu& of an Army; Philopemen.
knew not how to comwnand -at Seay Pericles
was fit to Govern, Diomedes to Eight, Ulyffes
to Counfel. - Advantages ought to be drawn
from thefe different Inclinations, that when a
Vacancy happens he may be call'd to fupply
it, who by his natural Genius can exercife it
with the greateft, Honour and Satisfaction;
otherwife Wrong would be done, if they
who are bern to Command, fhould be fub-
je@ted to fuch as are fram'd only to obey 3
thould the Command of an Army be aiver,

' 1Q
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to a Perfon that has neither Experience nor
Courage, or an Embaffy be committed to one
that has neithér Prefence nor Utterance. It
being much fore proper, as an ancient Author
advifes, Quemque cutque Funéiioni pro indole
admovere; Lo prefer every Perfon according
to-their Capacity. -~ But as to the choice'of a
fecret Minifter the cafe is otherwife, and to
refolve the Doubt propos’d, whether he ought
to be taken from one of the moft illuftrious
Families, or from amongft Perfons of a low-
er Station; it feems may be done from both
of them indifferently, Dum nullum faftidi-
retur genus in quo eniteret virtus, crevit In-
peiium Romanum. (Livy. Book 4.) 'The Roman
Empire was enlarg'd by not' difdaining to
make ufe of' the Service of Perfons of any
Condition, provided they were eminent for
their Virtue.  There are however thefe dif-
ficulties in regard to great Lords and Nobles,
that they are Envious of others, that often
inftead of obeying they will command, that
they Counfel the Prince rather for their own
particular Intereft, than the good of the
State; that they will advance their Crea-
tures and ruin thofe who are not of their
Cabal 5 that they will often encroach upon
the Authority of their Mafters, as the Majors
of the Palace did in France, who embroil’d
the Kingdom to make themfelves neceflary 5
that they are never content with what is gi-
ven them; as being below what they think
they have deferv’d, both for their Service?
Ly and
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and the Grandeur of their Family. Infhort
it feems to me upon this Occafion, where the
Nobility and Dignity of the Perfons are not
of fo much Ufe as their Advice, Counfel
and Judgment. A Marquis or Prince may
- not {ucceed better than Men of meaner Con-
dition, and yet caufe a great deal of Mifchief;
whereas thefe on the contrary may do as
good, are not fo chargeable, are more obe-
dient, eafy and tractable, and have not fo
much to be apprehended from them. And
indeed Seneca in his Epiftles had reafon to
fay, Nulli praclufa eft virtus ommes admit-
tit, mec cenfum nec fexum eligis, Virtue is
not inacceffible to any Perfon, admits every
one without diftin@tion of Eftates or Sexes.
From whence Tacitus has remark’d, thatthe
Germans call'd even their Wives to Council,
Nec Concilia earum afpernebantur mec refpon-
Ja negligebant, Nor was their Advice defpis’d
or their Decifions negle&ed. Plutarch affirms
the fame of the Lacedamonians, and many
Hiftorians relate it of Auguftus, and Fuflini-
an. - And Cacilius {ays very right 1n Cicero’s
Tufeudan Queftions, Sepe etiam fub [ordida
palliolatet Sapientia, Wifdom often lies hid
under a mean Habit. It is Opportunity, Em-
ployment, and Bufinefs which difcovers it,
and makes it thine forth with Lufire. If
Matthew Paunier the Florentin, had not been
employ’d in the Embafly to King Alphonfo
where he acquitted himfelf fo handfomely,

he would have been thought fit for nothing
elfe
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elfe but pouinding in the Mortar, and making
up Clyfters. if Cardinal @’Offat had not
been fent to manage Affairs in the Court of
Rome, he would have been thought only fit
to play the Pedant in the Colleges of Paris,
and to defend Ramus againft Charpentier.
And the like may be faid of the Cardinals
Balue, Ximenes and Perron, Quorum Nobili-
tas [ola fist atque unica Virtus, Who had
no other Nobility but their Virtue. And
why may not Men of good Spirits proceed
from out of all forts of Conditions. Cardan
wasa Phyfician, Bodin an Advocate, Charron
a Divine, Montagne a Gentleman, Lz Noie
a Soldier, and Father Pzu/ a Monk,

Sape etiam eft Olitar verba opportuna lo-
CULTLS,

Often the Peafant does in Seafon {peak.

Therefore it is that I exclude no Perfon from
this Charge; not even Strangers themfelves;
becaule Tiberivs, Subinde res fuas quibufdam
tgnotis mandabar, Sometimes committed the
Adminiftration of his Affairs to unknown {ort
of Perfons. ( Tacit. Annals Book 4.) And
Charles the Fifih made ufe of Granvelle,
Francis the Firft of Trivulle, Henry the Se-
cond of Strozzz, and Charles the Nizth of Car-
dinal de Birague. WNote, even young People,
becaufe cani indices atatis mon [apientie
arey Hairs are the marks of Age and not of
Wifdom. And Cicero (inthe fifth Philippick)

tells
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tells us, Ab eximia Virtute progreffum atatis
expellari non oportere, That an extraordinary
Virtue does not always wait for Age: Of
which we have Examples in Fofeph, David,
Epheftion and Papyrius: Nor yet old Men,
becaufe that Mofes, by the Advice of Fezbro
‘his Father-in-Law , chofe feventy Elders
to affift in the Government of the People of
Ifrael; and that Lewis the Eleventh had like
fo. have been overwhelm’d with a Civil
War, becaufe he would not confide in the
old Counfellors that had been left him by
his Father. Not the Unlearned, becaufe as
Seneca {ays, Paucis ad bonam mentem opus eft
literis, A found Mind has occafion for but
little Learning; and that according to the
Opinion of Thucydides, the groffer Spirits
are more proper to govern the People than
thofe which are more fubtle and refin’d;
great Wits having this Property, that they
are more inclinable to innovate than to ma-<
nage Affairs, Novandis quam gerendis rebus
aptiora ( Curtius Book 4.) to diffipate than
preferve, to purfue their Point with obftina-
cy, than to yield and accommodate them=
felyes to the Neceflity of Affairs, and {feems
to treat with Angels and Intelligences rather
than with Men. - Quod enim celeriter arripi
ant id quum tarde percipi vident difcruciantury
(Cicero for Rofeius) For they.are griev’d to
fee that go on flowly which they have en-
terpriz’d with precipitation.  Not the learn-
ed, becaufe Imperator Alexander Conilios 0+

ga:
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g & Militia literatos adbibebat, & maxime
eos qui Hiftoriam norint. ( Lampridius in his
Life). The Emperor Alexander made ufe of
Jearned Men in his Councils, Civil and Mi-
litary, and of fuch efpecially as were fkilful
inHiftory: And that Cardinal Richelien was
taken out of his Library to the Government
of France. WNot Philofophers, becaufe of Xe-
nophon, Seneca, and Plato.  Not Phyficians,
becaufe Oribafus by his good Counfel and
Advice rais’d Fulian to the Empire. That
Apollophbanes was the chief of Antiochus his
Council j that Szephen was fent by the Em-
peror Fuftinian to Cofroes 5 that Fames Cottier
and Oliver le Dain were the principal Coun-
cellors of Lewis the Eleventh, asthe Father
of Monficur the Chancellor I’Hofpital wras of
Charles de Bourbon, and Monfieur de: Miron
of Henry the Third. Not Monaftick Perfons,
becaufe of Father Paul of Fenice: Nor to
conclude, any orher fort of Perfons whatfo-
ever, provided that it is with the Conditi-
ons and Qualifications which we fhall ex-
plain hereafter. « Magna enim ingenia fape
s occulto latent, The greateft Wits lie hid
under the greateft Secrecy, as Plautus fays.
And Prudence and Wifdom don't make
choice of Perfonages, they dwellin the Tub
of Diogenes as well as the Schools, under
the Cowl and threadbare Clothes, as well as
amongft the delicacies and {umptuoulnefs of
Pallaces. So true is it, that Nefcio quomode
faktum eft ut femper bonz mentis foror fit pau-

1 pertas,
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pertas, It happens after an unaccountable
manner, that Poverty and a found Mind
fhould be related in fo near a degree as that
of Sifters.

Now the Qualifications which a Minifter
ought to bring and contribute to the Service
of hisPrince, cannot be fufficiently explain’d
without difficulty. It is that which has put
Weriters to fo much Trouble, that which has
open'd a Field for fo much Difcourfe, and
produc’d fuch a Multitude of Books upon
the Idea, the Example, and the perfect De-
feription of a good Councellor, of a prudent
Politician and a Statefman; though all thefe
Authors rather refemble the Archers of Dio-
genes, which fhoot beyond the Mark, than
to Cicero in his Book of the Orator, or Xeno-
phon in his Prince.  As for my felf, who have
not undertaken as they have done, to publifh
a large Book of all the Virtues under the Um-
brage of three or four, which are neceffary to
aMinifter. I fhall fay firft, I would have a
Minifter fuch in effe& as he.is reputed ro be,
that he be known to the Prince, and chofen
by himfelf out of the Confideration of his
Merits, without any other Recommendation
than that of his own Virtue: Virtute enim
ambire oportet non favitoribus. Many People
who come upon the Theatre of the World,
to enter into Places of Truft and Honour,

appear clothed with borrow’d Ornaments,

Favours, Friends, Money, Sollicitations, and
ambitious Purluits, They reprefent £fop’s
Crow
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Crow adorn’d with the Feathers of other

Birds, and make a Show with what is not -

their own, to obtain that which they don’t
deferve; but their Nakednefs appears in
. defpite of all their clothing, and they ex-
pofe themfelves to Shame upon the Theatré
which they defign’d for their Glory. It is
neceffary therefore that a Man who would
preferve himfelf in Credit and Reputation to
the Conclufion, toenter and penetrate into the
good Opinion of his Mafter, adorn’d with
Garments of his own making, that is to fay,
of Prudence, Virtue, Merit, Courage; and
in fhort, of fuch things as are of his owmn
Growth. It is neceffary that as the Sun he
fhould produce the Light from within, by
which he fhines upon that which is abroad;
for fear left he fhould refemble the Moon,
which appear only by a borrow’d Light,
he thould quickly thowhis Failures.  But be-
caufe there is nothing to be {poke of Merit
in general, unlefs we determine in particular
what are the Virtues which compofe them,
I believe they may all be refer'd to three
principal ones, thatis, Fortitude, Juftice and
Prudence; upon which I will enlarge my
felf a little, to explain them after 4 lefs tri-
vial and common manner than that of the
Schools.

By Fortitude I underftand that temper and
difpofition of Spirit always equal in it felf,
Firm, Stable, Heroick, capable of feeing,
hearing and doing every thing without being
difturb’d

= e e

B S S

SIET o e s

o ngis

o

PN ST e g




78 . - Confiderations upon

difturb’d, undone and amazd; which Viz-
tue may:be eafily acquir'd by continual Re-
flections upon the Condition of our Na-
ture, which is. fecble, frail, and '{ubje&t to
all forts of Sicknefsand Infirmity; upon the
Vanity of the Pomps and Honours of this
World, upon the Weaknefs and Failures of
our Spirits, upon the Changes and Revo-
lutions. of Affairs, upon the various Phafes
and Pofitions of the Heavens and the Farth,
upon the diverfity of Opinions, Sects and
Religions, upon the fhort Duration-of every
thing; -in brief upon the great Advantages
that arife from the avoidance of Vice and pur-
fuit-of Virtue. It comes near to that which
Fovenal defcribes in thefe beautiful Verfes of

his tenth Satyr.

Fortem pofce animum mortis teryore vacaniem
. Qui [patium vite extremuin miter nunerd
ponat
Navura, qui ferre queat qr:qﬁzmqs {iafares
Nefuiat irafit s cupiar nibil 5 @ potiores
Herculis arumnas ducat [&vofiy; labores,
Ft wenere & plumis & canis Sardanapali.

Forgive the Gods, the reft, and ftand con-
fin’d

T'o Health of Body and Content of Mind,

A Soul that can fecurely Death defy,

And count it Nature’s Privilege to die

Serene and manly, harden’d to {uftain,

"The Load of Life, and exercis’d in pain
: Guilt-
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Guiltlefs of Hateand Proof againftDefire 3

That all things weighs and nothing can-ad-
1Nire §

That dares prefer the Toils of Hercules

To Dalliance, Banquets and ignoble Eafe.

Mt. Dryden’s Fuvenal.

Monfieur the Chancellor de I’ Hofpital, who
poflefs’d as much of this Fortitude of Mind
asany of them who' went before or follow’'d
after him, defcribes it in fewer Words, but
bolder, from whence he compos'd his Device,
St fraflus illabatur orbis Impavidum ferient
ruine, Though the Fabrick of the World
thould be broken, the ' Ruins might' {trike
but not frighten him. « But after this Mini-
{try there were fo many feeble and effemi-
nate Spirits, fo many cowardly and mean
Souls that they were {rightned at the ap-
proach of Difficulties, that they fled from the
lealt Refiftance, and loft' their Wits when
mention was:made of any great Refolution.
I would have him have the Soul of Epiéie-
vus, Socrates, Epicurus, Seneca, Brutus, Cato,
or to make ufe of more modern and familiar
Examples, of Father Paul, of Cardinal Z0ffat,
of the Prefident Fannin, of your Eminence, of
Ferrier, and others of the fame Charadter.: [
would have him have the true Maxims of
Philofophy in his Head and not only in his
Books 3 that he thould know Nature throtigh
its whole extent,and not onlyin part 5 that he
fhould: live in the World as'if he were out
N 2 of
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of it; and benéath the Skies as if he were
above them, not being apprehenfive, as the
Gauls were, that they fhould tumble on them.
1 would have him imagine that the Court is
the place of the World where the moft foo-
lith things are faid and done, where Friend-
thips are the moft whimfical, and interefled,
Men the moft difguis’d, Mafters the leaft af-
feGionate to their Servants, and Fortune the
moft blind and foolifhy that he may not up-
on a fudden Difguft be fcandaliz’d at thefe
Extravagancies. I would have him look up-
on Riches oculo irretorto, and when they pafs
by him to other Petfons lefs deferving than
himfelf, not to' caft a repining Eye after
them ; that deliglts himfelf i a generous Po-
verty, a refolutenefs in what is good, @ phi-
lofophical Liberty, but fuch as has good
Manners ; that it be by Chance that he comes
abroad into the World; that he lends him-
felf to the Court and to the Service of a Ma-
fter only,that he may acquit himfelf honeftly.
Now whoever fhall have this firft univerfal
and general Difpofition: which leads a Man
to an Apathy, Freedom and good Nature,
will by the fame means be poffeft of Fide-
Yity, Optimum enim quemque fideliffimum puto,
For the beft Man will be always the moft
faithful, faid Pliny to the Emperor Trajan,
And this faithfulnefs will not be common,
circumferib’d with certain Circumftances {ub-
je& to feveral Confiderations of private Inte-
reft, Perfons, and the Confequences of Affairs,

: but
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but fuch a one as a brave Man ought to be
endow’d with to ferve him that he is en-
gag’d to, againft all, without Exception of
Place, Time or Perfons. So it was that Caius
Blofius ferv’d his Friend Tiberius Gracchus,
(Valer. Maxim.- Book 4. c¢.7.) And the Fa-
ther of the Chancellour de I’ Hofpital aéted
with Charles of Bourbon s for being his Phyfi-
cian and Confident in the time of his Dif
grace and Perfecution, he never abandon’d
him, following him in a Difguife, partaking
in all his Misfortunes, affifting him in all his
Defigns againft the King, the Emperor, Rome,
the Cardinals, and the Pope himfelf. An
Adion which his Son the great Chancellor
of France regarded {o much, that he placd
it at the Beginning of his Will as the moft
remarkable one of his Family. An accom-
plif’d Minifter therefore ought in the firft
place to be furnifh’d with Fidelity, and when
he has occafion to thew it fhould fay,

Huie €GO MeC rerum meras pec tempora pono

Obfequium fine fine dedi. .

Not Time or Bounds my Duty fhall
controul,
Beyond fuch Limits I've engag’d my Soul.

It 1s likewife neceffary that he be difengag’d
from Ambition, Covetoufnefs, and all other
Defires, but thatof ferving his Mafter in fuch
an honeft and moderate ftate of Fortune,as may
preferve himfelf and near Relations from Envy

N 3 and

T T

meesan TTEEN

S T

T TeTT e




132 Confiderations upor

and Neceffity ; for if he once begins to look
after his own Abvancement to Places and Ho-
nours, it cannot be otherwife, but that he
will prefer his own Good to that of his Ma-
fter, and ferve himfelf firft ; and thusa way
will be open'd to. Infidelity, Perfidioufnefs,
and Treafon :  There will be no Secret but
he will difcover, no Counfel that will not
take wind, no Refolution but what he will
publifh, no Enemy but he will court :

Publica privatis pofiponet commoda rebus.

Whilft Publick Good to Private is poft-
pon’d, - :

If he defire his Mafter’s Glory, it will be on-
ly in order to advance his own 3 to which if
he canuot arrive by ferving him faithfully,
he will do it by his Differvice, by {elling
and delivering him: to his Enemies, to fatisfy
his Ambition or infatiable Covetoufnefs.

Namqy, ubi Avaritia eft babitant ferme omnia
ibidem 2
Flagitia, Impietas, Petjuria, furta Raping,
Fraudes atque doli infidizgq, & proditiones.
Paling, in Scorp.

For all forts of Deceits, Villanies, Thefts and
Treafons refide in the fame Breaft with Cove-
toufnefs, Thisiswhat Stilico practis'd hereto-
fore, when to obtain the Friend(hip of Alaric,
King ofthe Gorhs, and getAfliftance from himto

feize
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{eize the FaffernEmpire, he ftruck upadifho-
nourable Peace with him, - and oblig’d' the
Emperor to pay him Tribute, under the Name
of a Penfionr; and Peterides Vignes, Chan-
cellor of Frederick the Second, had his Eyes
put out; and that juftly, for holding too ftri&
and {ecret Correfpondence with Popedlzian-
der the Third; his Mafter’s ‘mortal Enemy.
It was for the fame Reafon that Cardinal
Balie emain'd twelve Years clofe Prifoner
in the Tower des Loches, under the Reign of
Louis the Eleventh ; ~and’ that Cardinal‘'dy
Prat was put out of Favour, and was con-
fin’d for a long time by Francis the Firfh.
The fame Vigour and Temper of Mind pre-
ferves our Minifter from being too credulous,
or fuperftitious, or too much a Bigot ¢ for
although Credulitas error [it magis. quam cul-
pa, & quidem in opiin cujufyy Mentem fo-
cillime obrepat, Cic. Book 1. Ep. 23, Credu-
lity is rather an Error” than Crime, and that
it moft eafily fteals in upon the beft Natures 5
“yet it is proper for a judicious and {enfible
Man to: believe nothing, #ifi quod in oculos

smeurret, (Seneca of Auger’) but what pafles

before his Eyes: And Palengenius is of Opi-

nion, that it fhould be fo, for fear leaft he

fhould be deceivd, becaufe

Qui facilis credit facilis quoqy fallitur-idem.

He’s eafily deceiv’d, who foon believes.
: Y ?

N 4 ~And
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And as it has been laid down before, that
there are four or five means to draw in and
over-reach Perfons too credulous and fu-
perftitious 5 fo it is neceffary, thathe who
would undertake to pra&ife them, fhould not
be {o weak as to let himfelf be caught with
them by others; that would make ufe of them
againft him. ' Befides, a Minifter, who has
a Spirit) mean  enough: to fwallow, and to
fubmit to the Belief of fo many Fables, Im-
poftures, falfe Miracles, and Deceits as are
generally pradtis’d, can give but little Hopes
of his good Succefs in many Affairs, where
all thefe Follies are to be pafs'd over with an
airy Neglect.  The Condefcenfion of Statef-
men, the Artifices of Courtiers,’ the Manage-
ment and Practices of fubtle Politicians, ealily
deceive a Man plung’d in exceflive and fuper-
ftitious Devotions. The PrediGion of a Sooth-
fayer, the Croaking of a Raven, the meeting of
a Blackamore, a falfe Rumour, or the imagina-
ry. Approach of ' Danger, will make him lofe
his Courage, aftonith him, and caufe him to
fall into fome  fhameful and difhonourable
Party, to which if he be never fo little en-
cli'd by his own Nature, Superflition, the
Sifter of this great Credulity, fhall immedi-
ately involve him, and take away that little
Judgment that he has left remaining, Qccentus
Joricis auditus Fabio Maximo dictaturam C,
Elaminio Magiflerinm equitum deponendi cau-
[am prabuit, (Val. Max. Book L) Upon the
Hearing a Rat fqueek, Fabius Maximus took

_ oc




Reﬁiz’d Politick.r. 185'

occafion to lay down the Office of Diator,
and Caius Flaminius that of General of the
Horfe. * It will rob him of the Eafe of his
Body, and of the Firmnefs, Conftancy, and
Refolution of his Mind. Superftitione enim
gui. eft imbutus quiefcere nunquam poteft, {ays
Tully 5 Superftition will fubje@ the Party
tainted with it to a thoufand panick Terrors,
and make him fear, Nibilo metuenda magis
quam que pueri in tenebris pavitant finguntqs
futura;, {uchPhantomes, as are no more to be
regarded, than thofe which Children frame
in the dark, and then think they will approach
them ; it will commit more Sins than are
forbidden in the Ten Commandments, and
wathing his Eyes with Holy Water, or tou-
ching the Cope of a Prieft, he: fhall think
that all the ill A&ions of his Life thall be
cffac’d.  Sic errore quodam mentis famulatur
impietati, ({ays Pafchafius de Virture ) By the
Error of his-Underftanding, he becomes a
Slave to Impiety. It will make him- find
Scruples where there are none 5 fo that be-
fore the Conclufion of an Affair, he fhall fend
an hundred times for his Confeflor ; He will
reveal to him the Counfels of his Prince,
{fubmit them to his Cenfure, examine them
according to the Cafuiftical Rules, and atdaft
¢a qua Dei funt audaéier excludet, wt fua tan-
tum admittat, what he alone prefcribes will
be follow’d, when the Precepts of God are
audacioufly reje@ed. In fhort, it will ren-
der him foolifh, impertinent, ftupid, wicked,
inca-
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incapable of feeing or doing any thing, of
judging or examining to any purpofe, and
capable only of accomplithing the Ruin of
himfelf, and whofoever elfe thall make ufe of
him. Nam [uperflitione quifquis illaque avus
eft non poteft effugere proximas miferias, ipfa
fibi [uperfiivio [upplicinm eft, dum que non funt
mala bac fingic effe talia, & qua funt mediocria
mala bac maxima facit ac Lethalia s for
whofoever is enflav’d with Supertition cannot
avoid impending Miferies ; for Superftition
ic felf is a Punifhment, whilt he imagines
thofe things to be Mifchiefs which are not
fo, and fuch Ewils as are of a moderate
Nature to be moft extraordinary and mortal.
There is no Occafion for much Myftery and

Ceremony to be a good Man 5 Lycurgus Was
seputed fuch, although he retrench’d feveral
things in the Religion of his Country, which
were fuperfluous and unufeful. . The elder

Cato palsd for the moft virtuous of the Ro-

mans, although he ridicul’d the Perfon, who

+00k it for an ill Augury, that the Rats had

gnaw’'d his Bufkins, by telling him, Non effe

illed monfirum quod arrofz [t a [oricibus ca-
liga, fed vere monflrum  babepdum fuiffe fi

forices a caligis roderentur, (St.Auftin de Doél,
Cbriftian.) 'That it wasno Prodigy that the

Rats {hould gnaw the Boots, but the real

Prodigy would have been, if the Boots had

enawn the Rats. Lucullus ~ras not efteem’d

impious, for having fought Tigranes upon a

Day that was mark’d as unfortunate in the
- ~ Roman,
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Roman Calendar 5 nor Claydius for defpifing
thofe Aufpices that were made'by the feeding
of Chickens 3 no more than Lucius Amilius
Paulus, for having been the firft that demo-
lifh'd the Temples of Serapis and Ifis. From
whence it may eafily be conjedtur’d, that Su-
perftition is the true Charader of a weak,
dejected, effeminate and vulgar Soul 3 . con-
cerning which every noble Spirit, every re-
{olute Man and wife Minifter ought to fay,
as Varro did of another thing that was not
more valuable.

Apage in direlium a domio noftro iftam infa-
nitatent. In Eumennidib.

L et fuch Madnefs be dire&ly driven from,

our Habitation,

The fecond Virtue which ought to ferve
for a Foundation to the Merits and Renown
of our Councellor; is Juftice 5 of which, if
a1l the Parts were to be explain’d, it might be
compar'd to a Stem, which produces three
Branches, onie of which rifes up towards
Goad, the fecond extends to ones {elf, and the
tiird towards our Neighbour 3 and each of
thefe Branches produces likewife feveral lit-
tle Boughs, which I fhall not particularly
explain, it being fufficient here to take things
in the grofs. Whereupon I {hall ‘place the
principal Foundation of this Juftice in being
an honeft Man, living according to the Laws

of God and Nature, nobly, philofophically,
: with
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with an Integrity without Vernifh, a Virtue
without Art, a Religion without Fear, with-
out Scruple, and a firm Refolution of doing
good, without other Refpe&t and Confidera-
tion, but that he ought to live fo, that he
may live like a Man of Honefty and Ho-
nour.

Oderunt peccare boni Virtutis amore.

The good Man hates a Crime for Virtue’s
Sake.

But forafmuch as this natural, univerfal,
noble, and Philofophical Juftice is fometimes
out of ufe, and not accommodated to the
Pradice of the World, where veri juris ger-
manzq, juftitie [olidam & expreflam effigiem
nullam tenemus, umbris & imaginibus utimmr
We have no fix’d and exprefs Effigies of true
Law and natural Juftice, but ufe the Shadows
and Appearances of them, it will be often ne-
ceffary to take up with the artificial, particu-
lar and politick one adapted® and applicable
to the Occafions and Neceffities of Polities
and States, fince it is foft and pliant enough
to accommodate it {elf as the Leshian Rule to
human and popular Weaknefs, and to divers
Times, Perfons, Affairs and Accidents 5 ali
which Confiderations very often oblige us to
feveral things, which natural Juftice would
abfolutely refufe and condemn. But why,
we muft live as other Men, and amongft {o
many Corruptions, he that has the leaft oughg

to
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to pafs for thebeft 5 Beatus qui minimis ur-
geturs happy he that has the feweft. A-
mongft {o many Vices one may fometimes le-
gitimate one, and amongf{t a great many good
Ad&ions one may difguife one. So then as it is
a Maxim, that amongft Lances thofe are the
beft which will bend moft, fo amongft Mini-
fters they fhould be moft efteem’d who are
moft compliant, and can accommodate them-
{elves to divers Occurrences, {o as to come at
the End of their Defigns, thereby imitating
the God Vertumnus, who faid of himfelf in
Propertius 5

Opportuna mea eft cunclis natura figuris
In quamcung, voles verte decorus ero.

My Nature  can receive what Form you
will 5 ;

But change me as you pleafe ’'m handfome
il

Let him only remember always to obferve
thefe two Precepts ; the firft to bring and
join together Profit and Honefty, ftill having
his Eye upon the latter, and enclining to it
as much as he can poflibly ; the fecond, ne-
ver to ferve as an Inftrument of his Mafter’s
Paffion, nor to propofe or conclude any thing
that he does not judge neceffary for the Pre-
fervation of the State, the Good of the Peo-
ple, or the Safety of the Prince: And then
as to the reft he may fecure himfelf under
the Covert of this good Advice of Plutarch,

I Thay
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hat wery often in doing Fuftice, there is mo
Neceffity for all that s jufts (Book of Cus
riofity.)

The  third and laft part which fhould go
to the Compofition and Perfedtion of our
Minifters is Prudence, a Virtue fo neceffary to
a Man of that Quality, that he can by no
means be without it, feeing, as Ariftotle teach-
es us, Prudence and Policy are the [ame Ha-
bits of Mind, (Ethicks, Book 6.) and that it
is {o powerful, that it governs us in three
important Circumftances of our Lives, i or-
ders things prefent, forejecs things to come, and
vecollefls what is paft: 1o univerfal, that it
comprehends under it all the other Virtues,
and Obfervations, that we can make here
concerning Knowledge, Modefty, Experi-
ence, Condud&, Temper, Difcretion, and par-
ticularly that which the Italians call Segre-
tezza, by a Term proper to themfelves ;
Fuvenal having faid (Sat. 10.) very juftly,
that -Nulhen. numen abest fi it Prudentia,
where-ever there is Prudence no Divinity 18
wanting, Neverthelefs as many things are
neceilary for the Produdtion of Gold, which
is the King of Metals, the Preparation of
the Matter, the Difpofition of the Farth, the
Heat of the Sun, the Length of time {o
to form this Prudence, the Queen of Politi+
cal Virtues, the Gold of Kingdoms, the
Treafure of States; there, ought to be great
Affiftances, and very happy Advantages s as

Force of Spirit, a Soundnefs of Judgment,
a
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4 Strength of Reafon; a quick Apprehenfion
in receiving the Inftruétions.of great Perfons,
a Study of Sciences, a Knowledge of Hifto-
ry, and a comprehenfive Memory of things
paft, are but Difpofitions towards the arri-
ving at it 5 a Depth in Confultation, aKnow-
ledge and Confideration of Circumftances, a
Forefight of Effeds, a Precaution againft Ob-
ftacles, a {peedy Difpatch are the good Aéions
it produces ; and at laft the Eafe of all Peo-
ple, the Safety of States, the common Good
of Mankind, are the Divine Fruits that will
be gather’d from it. But hitherto we have
faid nothing, unlefs we add what are the
Signs by which we may judge of ' the Pro-
grefs that any one has made towards the ac-
quiring of this Treafure, and whether he is
truly wife and prudent enough to aflift a
Prince in the Adminiftration of his State.
Now amongft many that may be given, I
fhall. propofe thefe as the moft ufual and
common, that is; to keep Secret that which
is not proper to be {poke of, and to fpeak ra-
ther out of Neceflity than Forwardnefs,
not to believe too eafily, nor all fort of Per-
fons, to be more readyto give that which be-
longs to himfelf, than to demand that
which belongs to another; to examine things
thoroughly before he paffes: Judgment on
them, to fpeak ill of mo body, to excufe
Faults, and defend every one’s good Name,
to defpife no Perfon, not even' the meaneft,
to

3
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to honout Men according to their Merits and
Qualities, to give the Praife to his Affiftants
rather than himfelf, to ferve and gratify his
Friends, remaining firm and cenftant to themn
amidft their Adverfities, not to change a De-
fign and Refolution without fome urgent Rea-
fon, to deliberate with Leifure, and to exe-
cute brifkly, and with Diligence : not to be
firuck with Admiration at that which is ex-
traordinary, not to ridicule any Perfon, but
efpecially tofpare poor People and his Friends;
not to deny due Praife to thofe who deferve
it, not even to his Enemies 5 not to fpedk
without Certainty, nor to give Counfel but
to them that afk it ; not to pretend to under-
ftand that whichis not in his own Profefiion,
nor to {peak of that which is but with Mo-
defty, and without Affeétation, as Pifo did,
of whom Velleius Paterculus {aid, Que agen-
da [unt agit fine ulld offentatione agendi s to
be more ready at performing than promifing,
to have more Patience than Violence, to de-
fire the Good rather than the Mifchief of his
Enemies, rather to lofe than contend, not to
be the Caufe of any Trouble or Difturbance;;
laftly to ferve God, love his Neighbour, and
neither to defire Death, nor to fearit. ' Now
that which has made me fo particular in col-
le&ing all thefe Signs, 1s becaufe the choice
of a Minifter is of fo great Importance, that
Princes have an extraordinary Intereft not
to be deceiv’d in it 3 and although it is not to
be hop'd, that all of them might be met with

i
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in one Man; yet he thould-be preferr’d that
is poffeft of moft of them: ' And when a
Prince has found him, heisto be look'd ‘up-
on and preferv’d as a precious Treafure 5 for

though his Birth did not give him Crowns,

yet they cannot eafily be worn without himg
though Fortune did not make him a King;
his Abilities render him the Oracle of Kings,
and make what he fays become Laws ; his
fingle Words pafs for Reafons, his A&ions
for Examples, and his whole Life for a Mj-
racle.

After having explain’d what is the Duty
of a'Minifter towards his Prince, it remains
to us to confider by the way, what a Prince
on his fide thould contribute towards the
good treatment of his Minifter, and becaufe
i the ‘matter -of Rules and Precepts I'have
always thiought with Horace, that the fhort-
eft are the beft, Quicquid pracipies efta Bre-
vis,  I'fhalkoreduce all thofe which tome
feem neceflary upon this occafion, to three
principal 'enes, of which the firft thall be
to ‘treat him'as a Friend and not as'a Ser-
vant, to {peak and confer with him with an
open Heart, to conceal nothing from him
that he knows, but to difplay an entire Con-
fidence, and treat with him as he would do
with himfelf, without being atham’d to de-
clare his Weaknefs, Ignorance, or any other

failing that 'he may have, not even his Spite,

his Hatred, Anger, Difcontent, or the like
Paﬂwns that may torment him. And altho’

O I
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1 thould:not have! fufficient Authority to e-
{tablifh this Maxim, yet fome deference at
leaft may be paid to the Advice of Seneca,
Cogita an tibi in-amicitiam aliquis: vecipiendus
fit, quum placuerit id fieri toto illum pettore
admitte, tam. audatler cum illo loquere. quam
zecum,  Confider well whether a Perfon 15
§it to be receiv'd into your Friendfhip ' but
when, you are pleas'd {o to do, -admit him
entirely to ‘your Breaft, and fpeak as boldly
arid frecly ‘with him as you would to your
lf It is that which he had faid before;
but in fewer Words, Tu omvia cum: amico de-
libera [ed de eo prius, deliberate with/your
Fricnd concerning all things, but firft deli-
berate concerning him. . But if fo great a
Man’s Authority muft be fupported and main-
tained by fome Reafons, Titus Livius will
furnifh us with one that is very valuable and
prevalent 5 Puls - fibi quifque credi, & babita
fides ipfam fidem obligat,: every onc would be
confided in, and Confidence once plac’d obli-
ges to Confidence. Experienc'd Chymifts fay,
that nothing is'to bé us’d towards the making
of - Gold but Gold it felf.

" Neve aliunde petas Auri primordia,  in Auro
Seming. [unt auri, quamvis abfirufa rece-
dant
. Longius, &~ multo nobis querenda labore.
| ' Augurellus.

Seek
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Seek not elfewhere for Gold's Original

The Seeds of Gold remain in Gold it felf;

Although abftrufe, far off in dark Re-
cefs, ~

“Thete to be fought with Art and wondrous
Pains.

The Lapidaries fhew us every Day, that
one Diamond muft be ufed to cut another ;
the Bird-Catchers, to fucceed in their Sport,
make ufe of Decoy Birds, which Varro calls
Hices & Traditores generis [ui; 'The moral
Philofophers ‘fay, that Love:cannot:be ob-
tain’d but by a mutual Affetion and Friend-
thip. How then can a Prince find Confidence
in any. Friend, if he be not firft cominunica-
tive on his own part, if he does not firft hews
him his Duty by acquitting himfelf of his
own, Si vis me flere dolendum eft, \primum ipfi
tibi, you.muft firft weep your felf; if you
would have me fhed Tears; {aid Horace. +Et
cur te babebo us Confulem fi non me babeas ut
Senatorem ¢ Why fhould I efteem you as a
Conful, if you will not look upon me asa
Senator, reply’d another ? All muft be done
or nothing,- and -an: entire-Confidence muft
be plac’d ormone at all :-Todeclare a thing
orie Day, andto conceal:another to Morrow,

. to begin a-thingj:and 'not to go: thorougis
' yyith 1t, to| keep fométhing always as aRezen-

tum upon the Referve,rand: not to fayall,

are marks of Diftruft, Uneafinefs, and Irre-
O a2 folution,
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folution, which makes a Minifter lofe the

Profped he fhould have in his Councils, and
*that Affeion which {fhould make him con-

cern’d for his Service.

The fecond thing a Man fhould obferve to-
wards his Minifter, is that he hold him for
a Friend, and not as a Flatterer 4 that heper-
mit him to {peak, and give his Opinion free-
ly, and to- explain and fupport it; without
conftraining, or fhowing any Refentment for
not condefcending to his. ~Meliora enim vul-
nera diligentis quamofeula blandientis, for the
Wounds of a Friend are better than theKif-
fes of a Flatterer 3 fceing as a bold Counfel-
lor told his Mafter, Non potes me fimul amico
& adulatore uti, I cannot be a Friend, if you
will ‘make ufe of me as a Flatterer. 1f a
Prince will be flatter’d, there are: Courtiers
enough who only wait for an Qccafion of do-
ing it, without employing him in'that mat-
ter, whofe Mouth ought to be his Oracle of
Truth. And that Perfon can never fucceed
well, cujus aures ita formar [unt ut afpera
qua utilia & nibil nifi jucundum now lafurum
accipiant, (fays Tacitus) whofe Hars are {o
form’d, that fuch ‘things found harfh as are
ufeful, and can hear nothing but what is plea-
fant,  and fure not to offend them.

Laftly, as they who flay fometime in the
Sun-fhine are warm’d by the Heat of ity fo
it is fitting, that he who is fuffer'd by a Prince
or Sovereign to approach his Perfon, {hould
feel the Effeds of his Power, and the Friend-

thip

e
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fhip he bears him, as a Recompence due to his
Services ; and although the moft honourable
and glorious that he can give him is that of
declaring himfelf fatisfied, and that they are
agreeable to him, yet he ought to go farther,
and upoh thisOccafion to pradtife the generous
Virtde of Liberality, by fupplying him with
things neceffary for his living in a moderate
and decent Port, and as far from Want as
Ambition. ~ Philip the Second faid t0" Ruy
Come= hisServant andiConfident, Do you look
after my Affaits, and Vil provide for yours.
All Princes fhould fay- as much to their Mi-
nifters, if they would be fervid with Faith-
falnefs and Affe@ion, Liberalitas enimn ot
mne quoddam vinculum eft, quo beneficus &
beneficio devingus aftringuntur 5 for 1 iberali:
ty is a fort of common Tie, with which he
that does the good Office, and he that.xé-
ceives it, are mutually bound to one another:
And-it is-my Thought, that it is beft to fet
them at Eafe in that ‘matter, that fo having
no Apprehenfion of that horrible Meonfter
Poverty, they may bring-a Mind entirely free
and difingag’d from all Paffions to the Ma-
nagement of Affairs, which will be the firft
Recompence of this Liberality, whereas the
Second will be the Honour of him that pra-
&ifes it 5 for, according to Ariftotle, Amongfi
all Princes inclind to Virtus, they are the moft
belov'd, who bave the Fame and Reputation of
being liberal., The laft will be the rendring
thole Perfons entircly devoted to their Sers

I vice,
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vice ; feeing according to the Saying of an
Ancient, He that firft invented Benefits was
zhe' firft that made Trails, and found out Caft-
ang-Nets to make Men Captives,and draw them
after bim. S8

So, my Lord, this is all that I have re-
maining to fay of this matter, which I had
never undertaken to treat of, unlefs in Obes
Jience to the Commands of your Eminency ;
and if your great Condefcenfion and Goodnefs
did not make me hope for a favourable Excufe
for the Faults that I may have committed : I
know that it requir’d greater Parts than mine,
2 Pen more fluent, a Learning more accom-
plifh’d, a ftronger Judgment, and a Genius
more univerfal 3 but we fhould have had few
Statues of Fupiter, if no Perfon had been
permitted to carve them but Phidias 5 and
Rome would bevery empty of Paintings, if
110  other Perfon had been fuffer’d to draw but
Michael Angelo and Raphael Urbin. Good
Workinen are not fo often to be found, but
that indifferent ones may be employ’d 5 nor
fuch great Politicians, but fometimes one may
be entertain’d with the Works of -the lefs::
Under which Title if your Eminency fhall
pleafe to fhelter this prefent Difcourfe, it will
oblige me to think of undertaking fomething
greater ;- and I.dare promife my {elf, under

the Continuation - of ;your Favour and Pa,

tronage,

Ula
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1l dies olim veniet (modo [lamina vite
Longa trabat Lackefis) quumte & tua faia
canamus
Uberius, nomenq, tuumGangetica tellus,
Er Tarteffiaci refonabunt littora ponti.
1bit Hyperboreas paffim tua fama per urbes,
Et per me extremis Libye nofceris in oris,
Tunc: égo majort Mufarum percitus cflro,
Ommibus:oftendam quanto tenearis amore
- Fuflitia] fit quanta tibi Pietafy; Fidefy,
Quantum confilio valeas & fortibus aufis,
«Quam fis munificus, quam cleniens, denique
per me,
Ingenium more[y, tuos mirabitur orbis ;
At nunc ifta tibi que tradimus accipe leto
Interea vultu & prefentibus annue captis.

Thefe Verfes, with fome {fmall Paraphrafe,
may be very properly apply’d to the moft
Noble Perfon, upon whom the Succefs of
this Tranflation muft entirely depend.

The time will come, (if Fate [ball pleafe to
rive,

This feeble Thread of mine more [pace to
live) |

When I [ball you, and all your Ais rebearfe,

In & much loftier and more fluent Verfe,

To Ganges Banks, and China farther Eafi,

To Carolina, and the diftant Weft,

Your Name (hall fly, and ev’ry where be
bleft 5 .

Through
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Through Spain and Tralts of Lybian Sands
fball go

To Ruflian Limits, and to Zembla’s Snow.

Then [ball my eager Mufe ezpzmd. her Wing,

Tour Love of Fuftice, .and your Goadnefs
fing;

Your Greatnefs equal to the State = you
hold,

Tnn- Counfel wwife, in Execution bold 5

How there appears in all that you difpenfe

Bounty, Gevd-nature, and the: Strengeh of

Senfe |
Thefe let the World admire ! ——From yowa
Smile,

Is more than a Reward for all my Toil,
















	Vorderdeckel
	[Seite]

	Rücken
	[Seite]

	Vorsatz
	[Seite]
	Besitznachweis
	[Seite]


	Vakat
	Farbkarte
	[Seite]


	Titelblatt
	[Seite]
	[Seite]

	Anrede
	[Seite]
	[Seite]
	[Seite]
	[Seite]
	[Seite]
	[Seite]

	Preface of the Publisher to the Reader.
	Seite 1
	Seite 2

	Preface of the Author.
	Seite 3
	Seite 4

	To My Lord, The Most Eminent Cardinal De Bagni, My BEst, and Most Honoured Master.
	Seite 5
	Seite 6

	Considerations upon Refin'd Politicks, &c.
	Chap. I. Objections that may be made against this Discourse, with their necessary Answers.
	Seite 7
	Seite 8
	Seite 9
	Seite 10
	Seite 11
	Seite 12
	Seite 13
	Seite 14
	Seite 15
	Seite 16
	Seite 17
	Seite 18
	Seite 19
	Seite 20
	Seite 21
	Seite 22
	Seite 23
	Seite 24
	Seite 25
	Seite 26
	Seite 27
	Seite 28

	Chap. II. What are properly refin'd Politicks, and how many Sorts there are of them.
	Seite 29
	Seite 30
	Seite 31
	Seite 32
	Seite 33
	Seite 34
	Seite 35
	Seite 36
	Seite 37
	Seite 38
	Seite 39
	Seite 40
	Seite 41
	Seite 42
	Seite 43
	Seite 44
	Seite 45
	Seite 46
	Seite 47
	Seite 48
	Seite 49
	Seite 50
	Seite 51
	Seite 52
	Seite 53
	Seite 54
	Seite 55
	Seite 56
	Seite 57
	Seite 58
	Seite 59
	Seite 60
	Seite 61
	Seite 62
	Seite 63
	Seite 64
	Seite 65
	Seite 66

	Chap. III. With what Precautions, and upon what Ossasions these Refin'd Politicks may be use of.
	Seite 67
	Seite 68
	Seite 69
	Seite 70
	Seite 71
	Seite 72
	Seite 73
	Seite 74
	Seite 75
	Seite 76
	Seite 77
	Seite 78
	Seite 79
	Seite 80
	Seite 81
	Seite 82
	Seite 83
	Seite 84
	Seite 85
	Seite 86
	Seite 87
	Seite 88
	Seite 89
	Seite 90
	Seite 91
	Seite 92
	Seite 93
	Seite 94
	Seite 95
	Seite 96
	Seite 97
	Seite 98
	Seite 99
	Seite 100
	Seite 101
	Seite 102
	Seite 103
	Seite 104
	Seite 105
	Seite 106
	Seite 107
	Seite 108
	Seite 109
	Seite 110
	Seite 111
	Seite 112
	Seite 113
	Seite 114
	Seite 115
	Seite 116
	Seite 117
	Seite 118
	Seite 119
	Seite 120
	Seite 121

	Chap. IV. What Opinions are necessary to be held by them who make use of these Refin'd Politicks.
	Seite 122
	Seite 123
	Seite 124
	Seite 125
	Seite 126
	Seite 127
	Seite 128
	Seite 129
	Seite 130
	Seite 131
	Seite 132
	Seite 133
	Seite 134
	Seite 135
	Seite 136
	Seite 137
	Seite 138
	Seite 139
	Seite 140
	Seite 141
	Seite 142
	Seite 143
	Seite 144
	Seite 145
	Seite 146
	Seite 147
	Seite 148
	Seite 149
	Seite 150
	Seite 151
	Seite 152
	Seite 153
	Seite 154
	Seite 155
	Seite 156
	Seite 157
	Seite 158
	Seite 159
	Seite 160
	Seite 161
	Seite 162

	Chap. V. What Conditions are requisite to a Minister, with whom such Master Strokes of State may be concerted.
	Seite 163
	Seite 164
	Seite 165
	Seite 166
	Seite 167
	Seite 168
	Seite 169
	Seite 170
	Seite 171
	Seite 172
	Seite 173
	Seite 174
	Seite 175
	Seite 176
	Seite 177
	Seite 178
	Seite 179
	Seite 180
	Seite 181
	Seite 182
	Seite 183
	Seite 184
	Seite 185
	Seite 186
	Seite 187
	Seite 188
	Seite 189
	Seite 190
	Seite 191
	Seite 192
	Seite 193
	Seite 194
	Seite 195
	Seite 196
	Seite 197
	Seite 198
	Seite 199
	Seite 200


	Vakat
	[Seite]

	Vorsatz
	[Seite]
	[Seite]

	Rückdeckel
	[Seite]


