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CONSIDERATIONS
UPON:«

RefindPoliticks, ¢

CHAPB L

_O_bje&'iom- that, may-be made againft
this; Difeonrfe .. with their neceffary
Anfwérs, _ :

@2 Had no fTooner, with much Ap-
plication, drawn, the firft Lines
of this Difcourfe, but that I
: ) found my, {elf encompals’d with
VSRS two powerful Difficulties {uffi-
cient . in my Opinion, to have hindred any
other Perfon, that had lefs Courage and Af-
fection to the work thanmy felf, from going

B 4 any




3 Conﬁdemtiom upon

any farther, and to have chill’d the warmeft
Blood and vigorous Spirit in the purfuit of
thefe Refolutions which may appear. no - 1éfs
dangerous than ‘extraordinary.  For’if the
Judicious Poet Horace (Ode 2. Book2.) could
ingenioufly tell”his Friend Pollio; who was
going to write the Hiftory of the Civil Wars
that happen’d in his time,

Periculofee plemmn apus ‘alee
Tratlas, © incedis per ignes

Suppofitos inksi ‘dolafo :

3 K 2full 26E) Boubiful ichandd, [ 15 77
Through a vaft Plain you muft advance,
—Where treacherous-Cinders_hide the
Lurking Fire.

The Work to which you now-afpire;

What good Sticcefs éan’ be expected from
any Enterprife that is much ynore rath and
difficult; Yor'not fo fpeak of the Dinger therd
i5'n ##Ying ‘10 ‘pénetiate. into' the Adions of
Princes, and to lay that open andwnaked to
View,which they always endeavour to conceal
by a thoufand Artifices, there are ftill two o-
thers of no'lefs confequence, one of which, as
Fconceive, may'régard 4nd rouch your Berfon,
55 T'find'the-other will concerh my own.

", As' 1o the “firft, Tt fhall freely fay, with
that Poct"who-has treated of 'Philofophy in
Yuch béattiful "Verfe: «hat he is’flow the fin-
_sle Maintamer-of s Sect; r.

......
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o Dlud-in bis rebus vereors ne forte vearis
i Ipia terationts inive elementa, | viamyy

Indugredi fveletis. (Lucretius' Book 1,):-%

“ If you tfhall ftart at thefe bold Truths
and fly . . e Y

Thefe Lines, 2 Maxims of Tmpiety. .
o : L o Mr. Creecht, -

(U At 1éaft T i reafon ught- tosfear, that ¥
fould wound the ‘Ears“or ‘offend” the Eyes
of ‘your Eminency, 'and difturb the  Swreet-
néle and ‘Goodnels of your Nature as well
4s the Quiet'and Integrity of your Mind, by
the'Récital of fo'many Deceits, Tricks, Vio-
lences, 4nd other“the like unjuft and tyfan-
nical ' A&iorsy (as they“appear at firft?)
which T muft hereafter relate, explain, “and
defend. _

SO0f Fneas, one of the moft refolute Com-
manders amonft'the Ancients, Wwas{o mov'd
with Pity at the Recital only of the facking
and ' Ruines of Troy, which he made to the
Queéen ‘of Carthage , “thit 'he began ‘it with
thefe Words, ® 10

Qianquam animus meminifle horret Luéiug,

) refugit.) Virgil w2,

Great Queen ;, what you command me to
relate,

Renews the fad Remembrance of our Fate.
' Mr., Dryden.

And
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Andif an Emperor who neverthelefs could
not efcape the Name of Cruel; faid one day
to a-Magiftrate, who brourrht a'Sentence to
fign,’ by which two ‘poor Wretches were.to |
be, condemned..; Dunzzm nﬂﬁ;?r"m Literas
F'wifh I'knew not how to wtite,' ( Seneca
Book 2. of Clemency.)  May not you have
much’ mor¢, reafon to wifh® you'had “never
feen "this Difcourfe , fince it entertains you
withpothing but what is difagreeable to your
Candour and-good Nature 5, thould not 1 do
much better to, follow the Advu:c of Selomon,
Corgm.-Rega: tup noli videri. fapiens Donl:
feam, 101 /be;, Wife, in: the.Prefence of your
Prirce.y and pecfue; thofe, Studies in which
1 hal\,q been converfant from, my Xouth,. ras
thexthan appeac. b@fqre you \mth thefe ex»
trayagantd Notions, , as. Diegnotus did with his
before Ale xmszer, “that he might look on him
as a great Engineer; and Archite&. . May I not
appsehend. that I thall have the {ame. Succefls
thas! Phosmwio the Grammamn had with.his
Qreation |, conggrningthe Art of, War,, fpoke
befoye Heamnibal, whoiwas cﬁeemad the greaty
eft General of his Age

And, in truth, when I confider how ill
Diany provided writly means to accomplifh fo
great an Undertaking,.whick is.another dif-
ficulty ; I have almoft a mind to proceed
no farther But to quit’it entirely.

‘Shall I that am but a Novyice in thefe Fxer-
cifes feem fo bold 2s to intrude into Myfte-
sies which arc more conceal’d than thofe of
the
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the FEleufinian Goddefs, without being firft
initiated ; with-'what affurance can I pre-
{uime to enter 1nto' the depth of fuch Affairs,
to' penetrate into the Cabinets of the Great,
and advance even to that Sanfyary where
they form their bold Defigns, without hav-
ing had the Addrefs and Converfation of thofe
who manage them ? I couldnot fure be an-
ory with any Perfon, who -fceinE ne perfift
1n _this refolution fhould judge that this was
to put-a Violence upon Nature which never
pafies {o fuddenly-from ene extreme to the
other ; sorite-fpeak more moderately of it
that there was more Boldnefs than Reafan
in. endeavouring to fail upon the wide Seas
without a,Compafs , or in engaging my, felf
in:a Labyrinth of Subtiltigs and refin'd: Polis
ticks , without -having in :my Hand ithat
Thread of: Knowledge, which might extriz
cate me thence with the Succefs of a fiyoy-
yable Iffwe: i+ For. it is not.liere as with thofe
Perfons ‘who 'look upon the Sun with, tha
lefs'difficulty, ‘the farther they-are from him;
or with Painters amongft whom the fhorfef
fighted make the beft PiGtures i '‘But rathey
this Political Prudence is like to Prozeus | - of
whom ’tis “impoflible to have any - eertain
Knowledge; - till after having defcended i
fecreta fenis, into the old Man’s Secrets; and
having with a fix'd and piercing Eye contern-
plated all his Diverfity of® Figuires, Motions,
and Metamorphofes, by swhich,

o Fit
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‘ —Fit [ubito, fus borridus, Atraque Tigris
Squamofufqs Draco & fulva cervice Leana,
o 200 (Virg: Georgicks Book 4.)

“*“He not unmindful of his ufual Art
Firft in diffembled Fire attempts to. part,
““Then roaring Beafts and running Streams
he tries,
And wearies all his Miracles of Lies.
Mr. Dryden.

o{However'as the young Ariftens was not
deterr'd by the wiany difficulties that Arethu-
fa' fet’ before him'from undertaking ‘his
Voyage, 'and thence obtaining ‘afterwards an
entire ‘Satisfa@ion's fo thefe which T have
recounted 4nd a thoufand ‘others’could not
hindek me, “but that, ‘after I'had taken the
Councel given -by-Pliny the‘younger, Tutius
per plana, fed-humiliss & depreffius ivery fre-
quentior Curkentibus ‘qisam reptantibus lapfuss
od & bis wom labentibus nulla laus ;' illis non-

aulld laus etiamfi labantur, The way indeed
18 fafeft throush; the plain, but ‘then it is more
humble and deprefs’d ;:they who ran, fall oft-
ner than they 'who creep ; butthen'thofe la-
ter have no: Praife though they do not fall,
whereas the’ others though' they-chance ‘to
trip have ftill fome Commendation. 1 was re-
folved to fet forward in the full Carier of
the Defign which I'propofed. :
In anfwer therefore too: the two Dif-

ficulties that I raisd to my felf, and, in the
‘ firf}
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firft placeto that which regards your Emi-
nency, it isrnot:to be miftrufted that thefe Do-
&rines do in/the leaft blemifl your -Piety;
or any, ways difturb the Quietiand Integrity
of your Mind,as at the firft blufh they
might feem to_do, and as the three Verfes of
Lueretis wwould mtimate; ‘The Sun difplays
his. - Beams: upon:the moft. vile, and. abject
Things; ‘and yet -is neither; blacken'd -or
defil’d. :

Nec quia forte Iutum radiis ferit, eft ideo
ipfe

Fiedus, non fordet humen quum [ordida Tan-
gits .. (Palingenius in Scorpi.)

Thovgh the Sun’s Rays {trike on the Mud,
ret he
Is pure, with Light from all fuchMixture
free.

The Divines are not lefs devout forknow-
ing what is Herefy snor Phyficians lefs fkilful
for underftanding the Force and Compofitions
of all Poy{fons. The Habits of the Under{tand-
ing'are diftinguifh’d from thofe of the Will:
The firft appertain to the Sciences, and are
always commendable: The {econd regard
moral Acions, and may be ‘either Good or
Evil.  Trithemius and Pererius have fhewn
that it was expedient that there (hould be
Magicians, and that the way thould be
known how to raife Spirits, that by fuch
Apparitions they might convince the Incres

2 dulity
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dulity of Atheifts ¢ Soldiers go often fotheir
Exercife to learn how to trail the Pikejior
handle the Mufquet, that fo they may with-
more Art and Induftry kill Menr and deftroy
their own Likenefs: But however they make
no ‘other ufe of them but' againft the Ene-

tnies ‘of their Prince and Country.. The beft

Surgeons ftudy nothing more than how to

cut off an Arm or a Leg with dexterity ;

but it is for the prefervation of thofe who

are difeas’d.

———Truncantur & Artus
Ut licemt reliquis fecurum degere Membris.
(Claud. 2. in Eutrop.)

We thus cut off one Limb
That {o the reft may live in Eafe fecure,

Why then fhould a great Politician be pro-
hibited to know when to Exalt or Debafe,
Releafe’ or Imprifon, Condemn: or Acquit,
Reprieve or Execute thofe Perfons he fhall
think proper to be fo us'd for the repofe of
the State.

Several are of Opinion that a Prince whb is
prudent and well advis'd, ought not only to
cominand aecording to Law, but may com-
mand even the Laws themfelves if Neceffity
requires- it.” To ‘preferve Juftice in gréater
Matters, {ays Charon, ‘it is expedient fome-
times to relinquifh it in lefs, and it is per-
mitted to do Wrong in the Particular, pro-

If
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'+ 1f it be objected that itis not:proper how’
ever to' difcover fuch things; and ' that to
Teach them i, truly {peaking; to place Glu-
dim ancipitern in ‘Manu Srulti; To 'put a
Sword in'the'Hand of a Fool. T fhall ar:
fwer, that ill People may abufe. every thing
that is good in the World: * Hereticks would
ground their Impieties upon-the Holy 'Scri-
ptures. - The Paracelfians pervere the Text of
Hippocrates, ‘to eftablith theix vifionary Ima-
ginations.  Advocates cite the Code and the
Pandédts in defence of ‘the greateft Crininals,
and et 4t never entered into Peoples Heads
to fupprefs dll thefé Books. ' 'The Sword may
as' well offend'as defend ;' Wine as' well
make driink as refrefh 5 "Medicines as'well .
kill'as euregand yet o' body hithétto ' has
faid that the ufe of all thefe is not very ne-
ceffary. By the common Law of Nature 411
things ‘are inftituted toa. vood End, 'but there
are Perfons who very often abufe therm; Na-
ture does not: produce’ Things Venomous,
that they might ferve for Poifons and deftroy
Mankind, becaufe in fo'doing {he would be
deftrudtive o her felf: Butit 1s our Wicked-
nefs that converts them to. that purpofe 3
Terra quidemnobis maloyum Remediini genuit,
nos illud Vite fecimus Venenwn,' Plin. Tib. 18.
c.1. The Earth bas brought us forth Remédies
for all Difeafes, and we have turn’d them into
Poifons.  But' we muft go on and fay, thac
the Depravity of Mankind is fo great, and
the Means they make ufe of to obtain their
1 defigns
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defighs fo daring and hazardous, that to fpeak
of thé: following Politicks as pradifed now
adays, without méntioning thefe Refinements,
is indeed to' be ignorant of the proper Me-
thods of Inftruction: which: Ariffotle {aysare
fo effential, \Eff enim padia infcitia, nefcire
quorum oporteat q::aerefe Demonﬁ‘mtianem, quo=
sy vero. mon, dporieat, - It is the Ignorance. of
Erudition, not to know for what Wwe -ought
and for what,we rought not «to {eek a De-
mionftration, ) “Wherefore Lipfius and Cha-
ony though they-were far from being Timons
and Manbaters; yet treated -of this spart..of
Politicks; -left their Works:fhotild - have been
imperfet. . And the fame Ariffoile Whor ne-
ver.did any thing uncorrect; wheinthé wrote
of ' Politicks! anid, thofe : Governments which
were-oppofite:-to. Monarchy, Ariftocracy, and
Democraey, »which are Tyranny, Olligar-
chy and Ochlocracy,  gives. Precepts sfor the
Faulty as well as the Legitimate.oiAnd in
this he has been follow’d by St.Thomas Aqui-
nas in his Comtnentaries 3 where having «dif*
commended T'yrannick Government, and dif-
fuaded Perfons from it by all'the Reifons hie
could think of, yet neverthelefs lays down
Rules for the eftablithing of it;in cale ‘any
one would be fo wicked: as: to: attempt it.
And left ‘this fhould be doubted, here .are
his own Words.to this purpofe; in the Com-
mentary upon the Fifthoof the Politicks, Text
the XIth, To preferve a Tyranmy it is neceffa-
7y to kil fuch "Perfons. ‘as-exceliin: Powerior
Riches,
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Riches, becaufe they by means of their Authes
vity may be able to rife againft the Tyrant. « Tt
«’is expedient likewife, that the moft pru-
« dent Perfons*fhould be difpatch’d: left
« they by their Wifdom fhould finda way to
« expel the Tyranny.  Nor thould Schools
« or other Societies where Prudence may be
« gain’d, be in any manter permitted 5 for
« wife Men have Inclinations to great Acti=
% ons, and are therefore Magnanimous, and
“ eafily inclin’d to Infurretions. ‘To main-
« tain a Tyranny, the Tyrant fhould take
« Care that his Subje&s fhould accufe one
< another of Crimes and Treafons, fo as tc
“ be in a perpetual Difturbance amongft
« themfelves, .that Friend ‘may be againft
« Friend; the Commonalty may diffent from
« the Rich, and the Rich from the Commo-
« naltyy for fo they will be lefs able to do
« any thing againft the Tyrant, ' Great Tri-
« butes and heavy Exactions are to be laid
<« upon the People, that fo they may be im-
« poverifh’d. - The Tyrant fhould encourage
« Civil Wars amongft -his own Subjeds; if
s he has none with Foreigners, for that will
« keep them from pra&ifing againft him. ' A
« Kingdom indeed is fupported by Friends,
« but a Tyranny fhould have no regard ta
« them. And in the following Text, which
is the Twelfth, fee how he teaches Hypo-
crify and Simulation. ¢ A Tyrant to fecure
¢ his Tytanny, fhould not appear Severe or
“ Cruel to his Subje@s; for if he feems
G Cruel




i

|

g

18 Confiderations npon

¢ Cruel he will render himfelf odious, and
“ {o excite them againft him; but he ought
“ to make himfelf rever’d by them, for the
“ Excellence of fome eminent Goodnefs for
« Reverence is due to that, and if hé be not
“ endow’d with it, he ought to diffemble {o
* as tofeem to have it. - “A Tyrant cught fo
“ _to behave himfelf that he may feem to his
« Subjedts to excel in fome eminent Geod-
“ nefs, wherein they are deficient, for that
 will create him Reverence. If he is not
“ pofleft of the Virtues in reality, yet at
¢ leaft let him make them think that he has
“ them.

Thefe are furely very ftrange DoCrines
ftom ‘the Mouth of a Saint, and are no-
thing different from thofe of "Machiavel and
Cardan, and yet may be folv’d by thefe two
Réafons which are! probable and right e-
nough. The firft is, That thefe Maxims
being fo declar’d and publifh'd, the Subjedts
may eafily know when the Carriage of their
Prince tends to a Tyrannick Power, and {o
provide forthemfelves accordingly, as Mari-
ners when they forefee a Storm make the beft
of their way to avoid it. - The fecond, That
when a Tyrant acting without Counfel and
Advice would eftablifh his Dominion,

Cuncla fevit dum cunéla timet graffatur in
omnes

Ut fe poffe putens. Claudian.
He
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He firikes at all, whilft all he Fears, and

Raves
To make them think that all muft be his
Slaves.

And refembles a Wolf, who being got into
a Fold, tho’ he might appeafe his Hunger and
glut himf{elf with one Sheep, " yet wrorries all
the reft. = But on the contrary, if he pro-
ceeds with Judgment and follows: the Pre-
cepts of them who are better advis'd and lefs
paffionate than himfelf, he will perhaps like
Tarquin et content with firiking off the
Heads of the higheft Poppies, or crufhing
thofe Spirits which appear above others, af-
ter the Example of Thrafybulus and Perian-
der 5 and fo the Evil that could not be a-
voided -will become much more eafy and
{upportable.

Befides there is no occafion to fear that the
Narration® of all thefe tragical Accidents
thould offend the Ears of your Eminence, or
difturb the Sweetnefs and Goodnefs of your
Nature : That complete Knowledge you have
acquired in Politicks, that long Practice and
Experience that you have had in the Courts
of the greareft Monarchs where thefe Machia-
vilianifins are fo common, will not permit any
one to imagine that you have any thing to
learn concerning them.  And farther, altho’
Juftice and Clemency are two Virtues very
becoming ‘a great Man, yet it is not always
requifite that he fhould have the {fame incli-

C a2 nation
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nation to Pity, for which Seneca gives this
Reafon in his Treatife of Clemency, (Book 2.
¢ch. 5.) Quemadimodum Religio Deos colit, fu-
perflitio wa!at Clementiam Mzzmﬁmtrrdznemque
omines boni ppcgﬂﬂl)?mt ?mf ricordiam autem
vitabunt, eft enim visium pufilli animi ad [pe-
ciem akienorum malorum . [ubfidentis’y, As Reli-
gion worfhips the Gods, Superftition! profanes
them ; {o all good Men will fhew Clemency
and Mercy, but will aveid Pity,  which is
the Failure of a weak Mind, finking under
the appearance of other Mens Misfortunes:
Now 1t would be a Crime to think, that
there could be any thing in your Eminence
that -is Jow or abjed; fince if it be true
which the fame Author fays, that Nibil eque
Homines ac magnus Aninmus decet, Nothing 1s
fo becoming a Man as a great Smnt : 'With
how much greater Reafon ouoht that Spirit
appear in your Eminence, to accompany
dlld heighten that Dignity you fuftain, not
only as a Prince of the Church, but as a
chief Counfellor to his Holinefs, and fo in
fome' meafure of one of the nioft potent
Princes of Europe :  Magnam enim: fortunam
ﬂfrzgm:s aninmus decet qui nifi fe ad illam extu-
lit & altior: fletiz illam quoque infra tervam
deducity - For a great Soul is proper for a
great FortunﬁJ for unlefs a Man carries him-
{elf beyond it and exalts himfelf higher, he
dm\vq it down with him and deprefles
it. = At leaft it occafions the Management
of it to have lefs' Authority and Repu-
tation.
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tation. © So ‘we find in Hiftory, that Epipha-
#es, for having atted’below hisDignity, and
not governing like a King, was firnan’d’the
Infenfible , and’ ‘that ‘Ramirus of Arragon
retaining feveral of his Monkifh Manners,
after having quitted the Convent, to take the
Crown, was derided and contemn’d by his
Courtiers; our own Times furnith us with
the Examples of a King of Great Britain,
who E flato [thernito, & befleggiato per
baver voluto comporre libri & fare del lette-
rato (Taffoni, Book 7. c.4.) was thought to
ac& below his Dignity, by writing Books, and
being learned: And of HenryIll. fo much
fpoke of, and {o remarkable in our Modern
Hiftories, who having liv’d among{t Monks,
and through the excefs of ‘an ill-guided De-
votion, abandon’d his Crown and Govern-
ment, ‘gave ‘occafion to Pope Sixtus the Fifth
to {ay, This good King does all that be can to
be a Monk, and I bave done all that I could
not to be one.  And for this reafon, fome of
the beft Advice that ever Monfieur de Villeroy
gave to Henry the Great, who had liv’d like
a Soldier and Mufqueteer, during the Wars
he made before his' coming to the Crown,
was, when he told him, That a Prince, who
was not jealous of the Refpeéts due to bis Ma-
7efty, would permit bimfelf to be affronted and
defpifed. - That the Kings bis Predeceflors ,
an the utmoft Confufions, had always atled
like Kings: that it was time be [(bould [peak,
write, and attlike a King. ' r

C 3 But
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But why fhould we fearch for Examples
among{t {trange Princes, when the Hiftory
of thofe who have govern’d this, City, in
which your Eminence refides at prefent, fhews
us two Sovereign Popes, who not havingac-
company’d the “Grandeur of their Supreme
Dignity with an equal Spirit, ferve {till for
the Subject of Tales and Rcullery, and of
Laughter to Pofterity.: The great Picty and
Religion which they carried in their Coun-
tenance, not being able to hinder, but. that
Maffon {hould fay “of the firft, who was Ce-
lgflin the Fifth, Vir fuir fi mp[ﬂx nec-eruditus,
qui bumana negotia ne. ¢apere quidem |poffet.
He was a fimple Man, no Scholar, and one
that had no ‘\pptehcnﬁon of common Bufi-
finefs. And Paulus, Fovius {peaking of the
{econd, concerning, a certain. fort; of  Fifh,
which rofe to a great Price duringhis Pon-
tficate, Merluceo plebeio admodum pifci, Ha-
drianus, fextus ficuti in vepublita. admini-
flranda bebetis ingenii vel depravati judicii,

ita. in efculentis infulfiffimi guftus, Jupra. me-

diocre pretium ridente-tota jom P{ﬁ"{ztm i0 jam

fecerat. (Lib, de Pifc. Rom.) That he thew’d

‘himfelf to be as dull, and of as depraved a
Judgment in his Adminiftration of Affairs,
as he was mfipid in his Tafte. In which
Charaéter he fhew’d himfelf much more mo-
derate than Peter Martyr, not: the Heretick
of Florence, but the Apoftolick Protonatory,
Native of a little Village in the Dutchy of
Milan, whofays of the Eledion of the fame
Pope,
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Pope, Cardinalibus boc loco accidit, quod in
fabulis de Pardo ac Leone fuper Azno raptando
[eribisur, fortibus illis [ftrenue fe dilacerantibus
quodcumaquie quadrupes iners aliud pradz [ do-
minumfecity- Whilft the Leopard and Lyon
were fighting for the Lamb, a ftupid Beaft
ran away with the Prey : 8o that Perfons
fhou'd either avoid great Employments, or
elfe adminifter them with 'a Generofity ‘and
Force of Spirit, fo far exalted above what
is common, that it may be able to make For-
tune defire to fecond and favour it in'all Un-
dertakings. Thisbeing a moft certain Maxim,
that whoever has this Principle and Foun-
dation, which comes by Nature, Bona: enim
wens, mecemitur ., nee comparatur, {ays Senec
ca, for a good Underftanding is not to-be
boughtior traffick’d for; ‘cannot mifs of beirg
the Worker and Creator of ‘his own Fortune,
according 'to Plautus, Sapiens pol ‘ipfe fingit
fortunam fibii: - Alexander, althoughihe Wwas
young, and'ill provided with Soldiers, ‘pro-
pos'd to him{elf to conquer’ the Perfians, and
pafs evenito the Indies, and ‘accomplifb’d’it’:
Cefar undertook in his fingle Perfon, -to 'go-
vern that: Republick which commanded 'all
others; he found the means of doing it: The
two Shepherds, 'Romulis and Tamerlane, had
their Defigns to lay the Foundation 'of two
powerful Empires, and they executed themn,
Mahomet; from a° Mer¢hant , would make
himfelf'a Prophet; and from a Propher, a
Sovereign! of the third ‘part of the World;
: C 4 he
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he had Succefs. And what think you, my
Lord, was the principal Spring which caus'd
all thefe marvellous Effe@s? No other in
truth ‘but a valiant Mind, which Fuvenal
teaches us-always to place among the fore-
moft ‘of our Defires, Fortem pofie animum.
Now in this place to {pecifie the Parts that
compofe this Noble Spirit, would be to fall
from one Difcourfe to another, and do as
Montagne , who.follows rather ‘the Starts
of :his own Fancy, than the Titles of
his Effays. : It may be {ufficient to fay at
prefent,  that one of the firft and moft necef--
fary things, is, often to recolle& this Saying
of Seneca, O quam contempta res eft bomo nifs
Jupra bumana furrexerit 5 Oh what a-defpica-
ble Thing is Man, unlefs he raifes hinifelf
above human Things; that is, -unlefs hé
have a ftrong and fix’d Eye, and, as if he
were plac’d upon fome high Tower, looks
downupon the whole World, which appears
to him as a Theatre, ill regulated, and full
of Confufion, where fome a& Comédies, and
others Tragedies, and where he may inter-
vene 3 Tanguam Dets aliquis ex machina; Like
{fome Divinity from a Machine; as ‘often as
he pleafes, or the variety of Occafions fhall
perfuade him to dojt. . Now if it may feem
extraordinary to your Eminence; and not
proper for my Age, or perhaps my Condi-
tion, that I fhould be fo refolute in Mattérs
that are {o ticklith and delicate, and much
mere in the Mouth of a young Man, who

15
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is call’d by Horace, Utilium tardus provifor,
as being too negligent in providing fuch
things as may be uleful hereafter, and not
accuftom’d to apply himfelf to fo ferious and
important Studies, which belong to the ful-
nefs of old Age. I fhall firft an{wer your
Eminence, that the Age in which I am, is
not difproportion’d to the Matter and Sub-
je& which I treat of; for Youth, that is, Op-
tima quaque dies, &c. as Virgil and Seneca
call it, has' that Epithet of 'Beft; becaufe the
Mind is tracable, and the Time fitted for
Labour, and proper to be exercis'd in fitting
Studies. “Why then , fince feveral Perfons
have perform’d 'many brave Exploits before
the Flower: of their Age, thould not I be
permitted to follow them, and if not to pro-
duce generous  and lofty Actions, at leaft to
frame noble' and bold Conceptions, {eeing I
have always endeavour’d to acquire certain
good Difpofitions of Mind, which ought not
now to be unufeful to me : For I have ad-
drefs’d my felf to the Mufes, without be-

ing too much’ enamour’d  of them 5 I was
pleas’d with my Studies, but not too much
addi&ed to them 5 I pafs’d through a Courfe
of Scholaftick Philofophy, without medling
with the contentious part of it, and thorough
that of the Ancient and Moderns, without
being partial to any Seft; I made more ufe
of Seneca than Ariftotle . of Plutarch than
Plato, of Fuvenal and Horace, than Homer
and Vargil, and of Montagw and Charon, more

- : : ‘ than
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than all the before-mention’d, - I Have not
had fo much practice of the World, as effetu-
ally to difcover the Cheats and Villanies that
are committed in it, but I have neverthelefs
feen a great part of them, in Hiftories, Sa-
tyrs and Tragedies. Pedantry might have
oained fomething upon my Behavmur and
Carriage, during Teven or cight Years that I
{taid in the Lolieoes, but I can affure my
{elf, that it obtained 1o Advantage over my
Spmt, Nature, God be prais’d, has been no
Stepmother to me, and the rcading of divers
Authors has given me great Affiftance, but
that of the Book of St. Antoine, has furnifh’d
me with the beft.. After all, I hope it may
not difpleafe your Eminence, that being full
of Zeal and good Affedtion for your Service,
I employ my Thoughts to give you any 4>
greeable Diverfion; but my laft Defign is,
for a contemphtwe State of Life, to which
I have vow’d, and defign’d all the reft of
my Days, without encumbring my felf with
the adive , only fo far as your Eminence,
to whom I have made the firft. Vow of O
bedience may pleafc to engage me,

It remains now to {ee, if I do not pafs
beyond the Bounds of my Capacity, by en-
deavouring to treat of things that {eem to be
beyond my Knowledge; to which I may
anfwer, with that of Senem Paucis ad bonum
mentem opus eft - literis, There 15 not much
Learning requird to a good Underftanding.
1 have not the Prefumption to think I fhall
obtain
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obtain the Prize in this Courfe, I fhall enly
make a fmall Effort, and when I am-out of
the right way, I fhall expect{fome new Af-
iftance or Inftru@ion to pafs farther. Are-
sus, thatexcellent Man, whodid not under-
{tand much of Aftronomy, yet made a good
Book of the Phenomena’s: Celfus, who was a
mere’ Grammarian, compos’d ‘a moft ufeful
Book in Phyfick: Diofcorides was a Soldier,
Macer a Senator, -and yet both have writ ve-
ry exquifitely ‘concerning Plants: Hz poda-
mus, from ‘a fimple Architect ‘and Mafon, be-
came 'a great Politician, and Founder of a
Commonwealth) “that is ‘mention’d by Ari-
flotle. 1 have always been of this Opinion,
that whoever has natural Parts, and fome Im-
provement from Study, may infer and deduce
all forts of Conclufions,” from five or fix good
Principles, as Pliny fays, “That the ancient
Painters made their beft Pieces from the mix-
ture only of four or five forts of Colours 3
one may likewife add,” that the Sciences feent
to be link’d to one another, and to have fuch
a Correfpondence, thathe who is poflefs’d of
one, is likewife Mafter of all'that ftand in a
Subaltern degree to it : Befides, the-Age in
which we live, feems much to favour this
Defign, fince one may know and difcover the
greateft Secrets of Monarchies, the Intrigues
of Courts, the Cabals of the Factious, the
Pretences and Motiyes of particular Per-
fons,
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Quid Rex in aurem Regine dixerit,

@daf Funo fabulata fit cum Fove. (Plaut.)

what the King whifper’d to the Queen, what
Funodifcours’d of with Fupitery by the means
of {fo many Relations, Memoirs, Difcourfes,
Inftructions, Libels, Manifefto’s, Pafquinades,
and {uch like {ecret Pieces that come abroad
daily, which may more eafily form and enli-
ven our Minds and fet us free from foolith Pre.
judice, thanall the Adions that are: ufually
practis’d in Courts of Princes, whofe impor-
tance 1t 1s difficult to know, for want of be-
ing able to penetrate into their Caufes and
different Movements.

As for my own Method of treating this
Subjed, I fhall do it with all the Precaution
and Modefty imaginable 5 not minding the
vulgar Notions, but fuch as the venerable
Cato or Curius wou'd have fram’d: And if [
knew in the leaft, that what I thould fay on
thisSubject, wou'd create any Abufe or Dif-
order, greater than what 1s this day pradis’d
among Princes, I wou'd throw thefe Papers
mto the Fire, and make an eternal Vow of
Silence ; for [ wou'd not gain the Reputation
of a {ubtle Politick Speculator, to lofe that
of an honeft Man which fhall be the chicf
and only end [ fhall aim at in purfuing thig
Difcourfe.

CHAP
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