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CrHA P2k

What are properly refin’d Politicks, and
how many Sorts there are of them.

UT that we may not ftill continue in
B thefe Preambles, let us come to the
Subje& which they are to introduce.

That great Perfon Fuflus Lipfius treating of
Prudence in his Book of Politicks, defcribes it
in thefe few Words, 0 be a Choice and Trial
of fuch things as are to be avoided or defireds
and after having difcourfed of it in theordinary
Method of the Schools, that is to fay, as a
Moral Virtue which has the Confideration of
Good for its object, he afterwards comes to
another Prudence which he calls mix’t, be-
caufe it is not fo pure, fo found and confum-
mate as the former, but partakes a little of
thofe Arts and Stratagems which are com-
monly made ufe of in the Courts of Princes,
and the Management of the moft important
Affairs of Government: and then he endea-
vours, by his Eloquence, to make it appear
that this {ort of Prudence, may be efteemed
honeft, and may be pra&is’d as being allow-
able and lawful. After which he deferibes
it judicioufly enough to be drgutum Confilium
a Virtute, aut Legibus devium; Regni Regif-
que bono : A quick or fharp Advice deviating
1 from
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from Virtue and the Laws for the Good of
the State or Prince. And then pafling on to
its feveral Kinds and differences, he confti-
tutes three Principal ones, The firft of which
one may call a Trick or Deceit, that is, but
flight and of {mall Confideration, which
comprehends under it Diftruft and Diffimu-
lation: The fecond retains fomething of Vir-
tue but yert lefs of it than the former, and has
for its Parts Conciliation and Deception, that
is to fay, the Method 'of gaining the Friend-
thip and Service of fome particular Perfons,
and the deluding, deceiving and drawing in
of others, by falfe Promifes, Flatterics, Pre-
{ents, and other Baits, which may be faid to
be rather neceflary than honéft.  Asto the
laft, hefays it is wholly eftranged from Law
and Virtue, and plunges deeper into Wicked-
nefs, and that its two Foundations or Bafes
are Treachery and Injuftice.

However it feems to me, that to {earch
particularly into the nature of thele Secrets
of State, and firike immediately upon the
main Point of our Difcourfe, as to that which
is proper and eifential to them, we muft con-
fider Prudence as a Moral and Political Ver-
tue, which has no other end than to find out
the different Turns, the beft and eafieft Con-
trivances of managing and accomplithing that
Defign which a Man propofes; from whence
it" likewife follows that ‘as'thefe Affairs and
Methods can be but of two forts, one eafie
and ‘ordinary, the other troublefome, diffi-

2 Ccult
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cult and extraordinary 5 fo there are but two
forts of Prudence; the firft ordinary and ea-
fie, which keeps the beaten Path, without
exceedmg the Laws and Luﬁoms of the
Country : the {econd extraordinary, being
rigorous and fevere.

“The firft takesin all the Parts of Prudence,
of which the Philofophers us’d to {peak in
their Moral Treatifes, togethér with thofe
three firft above mentioned, which Fuffus
Lipfius only afligns to the "Prudence” mixt
with Fraud.. For to day the Truth, if one
confiders well the Neceflity that Politicians
have of them, ' to ferve their own Purpofes,
we ought never to fuppofe them to be unjuft
or difhoneft. | For the better Underftanding of
this, we ought to know:, as Charon fays,
(Boala .Ch.2.) that the Juftice,Virtue and Pro-
bity of aSovereign moves in-a different Sphere
from that of parncular Perfons, and takes a
larger and freer Compals from the Grandeur,
Weightinefs and Danger ‘of his Burthen ;
and for this reafon it is fitting that he take
fuch fteps as feem irregular and unpradis’d,
yet to him are requifite and lawful ; fome-
times it is neceflary to ufe Shifts and Evafi-
ons, and: to mix Prudence with Juftice, and
as they {ay , Cum Vulpe juntium Valpinarier
‘To play the Fox with the Fox : and in this
confifts the Art of Government.

Agents , Nuncioes, Embaffadors and Le-
gats are fent not only to pry into the A-
ctions of Foreign Princes; but to diflemble;

cover
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coverand d1fculfe thofe of their own Mafters,
Louisthe l*_,leventh the beft advis'd and wifeft
of our Kings, held ‘this for a principal Maxim
of his Government, That, qui nefcit diffimulare
nefcit regnare , He who does not know how
to diffemble, knows not how to reign. The
Emperor Tiberius , Nullam ex Virturibus fuis
#agis' quam dzﬂmmlﬂzanem deligebat , pre-
ferd his Diffimulation to all his other Ac-
complithments. - And is it not apparent that
the greateft Virtue reigning now at Court is
to diftruft all the World and diffemble with
every body 3 fecing they who are plain and
open are no ways fit for the Myftesy of Go-
vernment, and often bring them{elves and the
State into danger. But not only thefe two
Parts of Diftruft and Diffimulation which con-
fift in Omiffion, whenproperly applied are ne-
ceffary to Princées 3 but is often requifite to
pafs farther,and to come to Action: As for ex-
ample, to gain fome ‘Advantage or to accom-
plith fome Tecret Defign by Equivocation and
Subtilty, to footh with foft Words, fine Let-
ters, {pecious Embaffies, obtaining by thofe Ar-
uhces {uch things as the Difficulty of their
Circumftances mlght otherwife have made
them defpair of, Et fi refle portum tenere ne-
queas idipfum mutata velificatione affequi ;
(Cicero Bock 2. to Lentulus) So that if you
cannot arrive at the Port by direct failing,
by veering about you may accomplith it.
Ii*is likewife necefs ary to have Intrigues and
fecret Correfpondences, fo as to win the
Hearts
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Heéarts and Affeions of the Officers; Ser-
vants ‘and Confidents of other Princes, fo-
reign Perfons of Quality and even of their
own Subje@s, this is what Cicero calls in the
firft of his Offices, Conciliare fibi animos. bo-
minuh & ad [uos ufus adjungere. What
Neceffity theretore is there of {etting up a
particular Prudence by the Name of mixt,
on which fuch A&ions fhould depend, as
Fuflus Lipfius does 5 fince they all come un-
der the Head of Ordinary Prudence : and
fuch Artifices are every Day taught by the
Politicians; ure’d in their Arguments, enforc’d
by their Minifters, and practisd without any
Sufpicion of Injuftice as being the principal
Rules and Maxims for the well governing
of States and Empires.  ‘Thefe deferve not
fo much to be call’d the Secrers of” Govern=
ment, the Fine-fpun Politicks, and the Arcana
Imperiorum, as thofe others which are com-
prehended under the laft fort of Extraordi-
naty Pirudence, which givés a turn to the
moft intricate and difficult Affairs; which
more particularly and with Exclufion to
all others {hould have the Name of Ar¢anz
Imperiorum, and this Title they have not on-
ly from me, but from all other preceding
Authors,

And herewe may take notice of a Fault
in a great many of them who have treated
of Politicks, and particularly of Clapmarius,
who making a large Book, De Arcanis Inpe-
#iorwmy and reducing them under fome gene:

fal
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ral Precepts, fays in the firft place, that Se-
erets of State are nothing elfe but the vari-
ous Methods, Reafons’ and Counfels which
Princes make ufe of to maintain their Au-
thority and the State of the Publick,  with-
out tranfgrefling common Right, or giving
any f{ufpicion of Fraud and Injuftice. This
being pre-fupposd ‘as true and certatin, he
divides them into twe forts, andfays, the firft
ought to be call'd the Secrets of Empire or
of Republicks, and -thefe by reafon of the
three forts of Government he {ubdivides in-
to fix others: -So that for Example, A Mo-
narchy ought to have its Schemes and pecu-
liar Reafons of State-to preferve it from' be-
ing commanded by: fuch as  would reduce it
to an Ariflocracy, and. others likewife to hin-
der it from falling ‘into the hands of the
People, and becoming a Democracy.  And fo
the two others oughit to take care leaft they
become Monarchies, or be chang’d into that
other Form of Government that is.oppofite
to them. ‘The fecond fort are thofe to: which
he gives the Titles of Secrets of - Dominton,
which they whoe Rule are oblig'd to pra-
&ife for the Prefervation of their Authority,
whether it be Monarchical, Popular-or Ari-
ftocratical ; which he illuftrates by a curious
enumeration of -all thofc inftances he has
gather'd from Livy, Saluft, dmmianis Mar-
eellinus, and feveral other Authors, who {feem
all to agree as to the fignification of thefe
Terms, in the fame manner as he himfelf has
us’'d them,
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I might incur the Difpleafure of fuch great
Men, if I did not' firft “afk Pardon for my
Freedom, 'in telling them that the ufage of
the words Secrets of State, according to the
before-mention’d Expofition, is to deviate
from their true Signification, and not to com-.
prehend the nature of the 'Fhing.- it being
certain that thefe Latin words Secretum and
Arcanum, which they have made ufe of;-can-
not be appropriated to the Precepts and Max-
ims of a Science, which is commonly un-
derftood and pradifed by every one: :But
only to that, which for fome Reafons ought
neitherto be known or divulg'd; becaufe-ac-
cording to that Remark of the Poet Mar-
bodzus (Book of Gemms),

Non [ecreta manent quorum fis confeia turba,
They areno Secrets which theVulgar knows,

We likewife learn from the Grammarians,
that this Word Arcanum may be deriv’d from
Arce, a [trong Tower, either becaufe as Fe-
ftus Pompeins afferts, the Aupurs hadva Cu-
{tom to offer a certain Sacrifice there, which
they would hide from the Knowledge of the
People, or becaufe all things Secret and of
Confequence are better fecur'd in Arce, Tuch
a Fortre[s, than in any other Place.” Thofe
who derive it from Adrca, a Coffer, {eem like-
wife not to differ in Opinion; and all good
Authors never ufe thefe two Words but in a
like fignification,

D2 szgim
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Longius & Volvens Eatorum Arcanamovebo,

(Virg. An. 1.

From far
I’ll fetch the Secrets of revolving Fates.

And in another place,

Te colere, Arcanos etiam tibi credere [enfus.
~ Adore and truft thee with my fecret Soul.
And Horace has

Secretumqy teges & Vino tortus & ira.

And keep a Secret tho’much Wine and Rage
Should put thee on the Rack.

And to conclude with that of Lucan, fpeak-
ing of theSource of Nile, which was wholly
anknown to the £ yptians themfelves,

Arcanum Natura caput non provulit ulli
Nec licuit populis parvum te Nile videre
Amovitqy fimus, & Gentes maluit ortus
Mirari quam niffe tuos.

Nature, oh Nile, thy f{ecret Head to none,

Nor infant Streams has to the vulgar
{how,

But far remov’d the Beds from which you
flow,

Whilft Men admire that Birth they neler
fhall know. i

I can-
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I cannot but Remark that a beautiful Pa-
rallel may be drawn between the River Nile
and the Secrets of State; for as the Nations
that bordered upon that Current receiv'd a
thoufand Advantages from it, without know-
ing whence it took its rife; {o the People
ought to admire the happy effects of thefe
matter firokes of Policy, though wholly ig-
norant of thofe Caufes from whence they
refult,

Now having fhewn that thefe Writers have
corrupted the Word, we may likewife fay
they have in like manner deprav'd the Na-
ture of the thing, feeing they propofe to us
general Preceptsand univerfal Maxirms, found-
ed upon the Juftice and Right of Sovereign-
ty, and confequently notonly permitted, but
every Day pra&is'd in the fight of all the
World, which they however look upon as
Secrets of State. Nor do they confider that
there is a great difference between thefe and
thofe others we fpeak of, fince every one is
capable of knowing the firft by a flight Stu-
dy of the Authors that treat of them; where-
as on the contrary, the latter, concerning
which the Queftion now arifes, have their
birth in the moft retir’d Cabinets of Princes,
and are not handled or deliberated in a full
Senate, but between two or three of the moft
able and finifh’d Minifters that a Prince has
about him.

Of this we have an Example in duguftus,
who, when he had a defign after his Victe-

D 3 1y
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vy at Afium, and the conclufion of all his
Wars both at home and abroad, to quit the
Title of Emperoxr; and give Liberty to his
Country, did not communicate it to the Se-
nate, though he had increas’d their Number
by, fix hundred Senators, nor to his particus
Yar Council which was compos’d of T'wenty
Perfonis the moft accomplith’d and Judicious
that he could chufe; but he propos’d and
committed this whole Affair to the Judgment
of his two principal Friends, Minifters and

Confidents; ' Mecenas and Agrippas. Quibufs
cumt Dmperii Arcana communicare [olebar -, to
whoin he us’d to.communicate the Secrets of
his Empire, asDion tells us Book 53.

-+And if we look upwards to the great Man
that was his Predeceffor, we fhall find that
Julius Cafar; as Sueronivs 'delivers it 'in his
Life, had only Quintus Pedius and Cornelius
Balbusto whom he communicated =z purmes
tdla, that is, the ivery Secrets of his Soul.
The Lacedemonians, whofe State was much
enlarg’d after the Viory gain’d by Lyfander,
did thereupon: with great Prudence eftablifh
a.Gouncil of Thirty Perfons to prefide over
the -Affairs of the Commonwealths but not
content with that they chofe Twelve of the
moft judicious and, experienc’d of their Citi-
zens to be, as it were, their Oracle; whofe
Anfwers were to. be to them conclufive in
their finef? firokes of Policy, 'The Venetians
do the fame at this Day with their Procura-
2ors of St, Mark;, and there is no Sovereign

how




Refin'd Politicks. 39
how weak foever, and inconfiderate-he may
be, that.can be fo ill advis'd as to remit that
to the Judgment of the Publick, which can
fearce remain fecret enough-in the Ear of a
Minifter or Favourite, - Which made Caffio-
dorus fayy Arduum nimes eft Principis meruiffe
[fecretum; (Book 8. Ep. 10.) It is too {ublime a
thing to deferve a Princc’s Secret.  And in a-
nother place, where hefpeaks of a Favourite
of Theodoric’s, Tecum pacis certa tecum Bells
dubia conferebat, & quod apnd fapicntes Re-
ges fingulare munus eft ille: follicitus ad ommia,
Tecum pettoris pandebat Arcana, (Book 8,
Ep. 9.) With you he conférr’d - in the doubt-
ful Cafes both of Peace and War, and gave
you that Favour-which isvery fignal amongft
wife Princes; for after allihis Care for Pub-
lick Affairs, he dfburthen’d his Secrets in
your Breaft. It would have look’d very well
if Charles the: Ninth' had confulted all the
Counfeltors -of his Parliament concerning
what was tobe done upon the Feaft of St-Bar-
tholomiew, or. Henry the Third had determin’d
the Death of theGuifes at the Council Board,
They would have {ucceeded as well as 1f
they would have taken Hares by Beat of
Drinm, and Birds by the Sound of ‘L'rumpets.

Befides, I would willingly afk thelc Gentle-
men if they call the common Rules of go-
verning Kingdoms, the dreana Lperiorunt,
what Name would they give to thofe Secrets
which -are mixt with fome Severity, -and
have occafion for, extraordinary Prudence,
Da which
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which we are going now to mention. For
to call them as Clapmarius does after Tacitus,
the Flagitia Imperiorum, is rather to take nos
tice of thofe that are done in confideration of
fome private Advantage by fome Tyrant, than
of many others Whic% are tranfacted for the
.publick’ Intereft, and with all the Equity
that can be applied to Enterprizes of fuch
Importance, which neverthelefs cannot be {o
well circumftantiated ‘as not to be accompa-
nied by fome piece of Injuftice, and confe-
quently may be fubje& to Blame and Ca-
lumny.,

Thefe words being {o explain'd, let us
pafs to the Nature of the thing fignified by
them: Now the better to comprehend this;
1t is neceflary to fearch farther back; and to
{hew-how in a retird Life and the govern-
ment of a Man’s {elf, and in the OFconomy
or Condud of a Family, which'are'two di-
minutive forts of Politicks, there are feveral
Subtilties, Feints and Stratagems which ma-
ny make daily ufe of to come at the height
of their Pretenfions: - Charon in his Book of
Wifdom, Cardan in his Works, entituled,
Proxeneta, de Utilitave capienda ex adverfis,
and de' Sapientia, Matchiavel in His Difcour-
{es upon 'Livy, and inhis Prince, have laid
down Precepts at'large concerning thofe mat-
ters. “As for my felf; it will be fufficient to
bring fome Examples from them, after ha-
ving obferv’d, that although Fuftus Lipfius
(Civ, Docir. Book 4. c. 14,) hasfaid of the

2 : ' ' laft,
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laft, Ab'illo facile obtinebimus, nec Maculonem
Tealum tam’ diftri€te dammandum (qui mifera
qua non. manit bodie vapulat) &~ effe quan-
dam ut vir [anélus ait (Bafil in Proverb.)
nahlw ) eranyéllus . wavsgyias,  Honeflam atque
Laudabilem  calliditatem. ~We fhall eafily
bring himto grant, that the Italian Difturber,
who at prefent is laflh’d by every body, 1s not
to be fo feverely blam'd, fecing as St. Bafil
fays, there is a Craft that is honeft and com-
mendable, And tho’ Gafpar Schioppius has
wrote a little Tra@& in his Defence, yet I
¢antiot but be fomething offended at him, be-
caufe | '

- Floribus' Auftrum
Perditus, & liquidis immifit fontibus Apros.
(Virg.Bucol. Ecl. 2.)

The Boar amidft the chryftal Streams I
bring,

And Southern Winds to blaft my flow’ry
Spring,

as Mr. Dryden has exprefsid it in the firft
Perfon, by being the firft that was fo bold to
advance hisSteps, break the Ice, and as I may
fo fay, profan’d that by his Writings which
the moft ‘judicious made ufe of as the hid-
den and prevailing Means to accamplifh their
Defigns. I might make fome fcruple of ad-
ding any thing 'to what he had faid, if the’
Perfons above nam’d, and ethers that treat
W : » of
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of Politicks had not done the fame béfore me,
and now and then given occafion to fay in this
matter, what _‘fzmenal faid of Poetry.

=nStulta eft. Clementia, cum:tor ubique
Vatibus occmmy, periture parcere: charta.
Sataat

But fince theWorld with writing is poffefs'd,
Pl verfifie in {pite, and do my beft
To make as.much wafte Paper as the reft.
Mr. Dryden,

Now amonﬂ{t the Scerets which regard parti-
cular Perfons, I cannot think there are any of a
higher reach, with regard to the End aimed at,
than thofe which havebeen practis’d by certain
Perfons, who would diftinguifh them{elves
from the reft'of Mankind, by eftablifhing a-
mongft them an Opinion of their Divinity :
So we fee that Salmoneus fram’d a Bridge of
Brafs, over which he drew his Chariot with
high- mettled Horfes; and darting, -artificial
Fires from both his Hmds, imagind that he
could imitate the Lightning and Thunder of
Fupiter, from whence the Poet took occafion
to {ay

Vidi & Crudelesi dantem Salmonea penas,
Dum flamimas . Jovis &+ [onivuts | imit atur

Olympi. Virg.ZAn. 6,

Salmonews fuffering cruel Pains I found,
For emulating fove, the ratling Sound

- _ Of
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OfMimick Thunder,and the glitt'ringBlaze,
Of pointed Lightning,and theirforked Rays,
: ' “Mr. Dryden,
Pfapho, who was not lefs ambitious than
the former, bred upa great humber of Fays,
Sterlingsy Magpies, Parrots; and other Birds,
and having taught them to pronounce thefe
Words, Pfapho is a God, let them fly a-
broad at Liberty, that fuch Perfons asheard
thefe extraordinary Witnefles ‘of his Divi-
nity, might the more ‘eafily be induced to
believe itz So Heraclides Ponticus, having
commanded one of his Servants that he could
beft confidéin, to hidea great Serpent, bred
for that Defign, under the «Coverings that
were over him when he went to be buried,
that the Creature, difturbed ‘by the Noife'
they would make, might leap out amongft
the Mourners, and give the common People
reafon to believe that hel was deify’d. = As
for Empedacles, he proceeded with that Cou-
rage and Generofity which became a Philo-
fopher, for being grown old, and loaded
with Gloryand Honour, he threw himfelfinto
the flaming Voleano’s of Aina, to make Men
believehe was' taken up into Heaven, ds Ro-
mutlus did by drowning himfelf in a Marfh.
‘o= Deus immortalis baberi
Dum cupis. Empedocles ardentem  frigidus
Ltnam
Infiluit. Hor. Art, Poet.
Empedoces for an immortal Name,
Sedately ventures into A¢na’s Flame,
2 The
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The Atheifts, who make their Glofles upon
all the Texts of Holy Scripture, think that of
Deuteronomy, Chap. 34. ought to be under-
ftood after the {fame manner, and that Mofes
threw himfelf from {fome Precipice into an
Abyfs, that the Fews might think he was ta-
ken into Heaven, ‘whereas they ought rather
to believe and agree with the Chriftians, that
his Body was hid, leaft the Fews fhould
idolize it after his Death, it being well known
that they were inclin'd, not only naturally,
but from their Converfation with the Ay yp-
tians, to adore all thofe from whom they
had received any Benefit, or whofe Virtue
they imagin’d to have been fingular and ex-
traordmary

The fame Judgment may be made of the
Golden Thigh of Pythagoras, mention’d by
Diogenes Laertim, {eeing Plutarch plainly
tells us in the Life of Nume, that it was
only aContrivance and Stratagem of the Phi-
lofopher, to eftablith in his Admirers an O-
pinion of his Divinity 3 but what Hercules
did was very much more ingenious, for being
converfant in Aftrology, as the Story of his
Life thews fufficiently, when it fays he bore
upthe Heavensin the room of 4tlas, he chofe
exactly the Time and Hour when a great
Comet was to appear, to fet Fire to that Pile
i which he refolv’d to end his Days, that
this Celeftial Fire might come in as a Wit-
nefs, and make the {ame thing be believed
mnccrning him, which the Romans wonld

per-
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perfuade the Pople to think concerning fome
of their Emperors, by the meansof an Engle
let fly from the midft of the Flames of their
Funeral Pile, that the Soul of the deceas’d
was carried into the Arms of Fupizer.
~ Many others who were more modeft and
referv’d in their Defigns, were content to
et us know the Care that the Gods took of
their Perfons, by the continual Afliftance of
fome Genius or particular Divinity 5 this
was done among the Ancients, by Socrazes,
Pliny, Porphyry, Brutus, Sylla and Apollonius,
not to mention feveral Legiflators; and a-
amongft the Moderns, Picus Mirandula,Cecco
d’ Afvoli, Hermolaus, Savanarola, Nipbus, Po-
ftellus, Cardan and Campanella, who boafted
that they had fuch an Attendant, and that
he convers'd with them, and yet they were
never accus’d of having pra&isd the Theur-
gick Ceremonies, contain'd ina Book falfly
attributed to ¥7rgil, Devidendo Genio, or the
Means bow to fee a Genius, or mention’d b
Arbatel, in an undigefted Colle&ion out of
fuch like Books, which is falfly publifh’d un-
der the Name of Agrippa. As for my felf, I
fhould rather endeavour to eftablifth the truth
of thefe Stories, by the wonderful Force of
the Contraétion of the Spirits, fo well ex-
plain’d by Marfilines Ficinus, and Fordanus Bru-
nus,, from which Palingenius does not feem
much to differ in three or four places of his
Zodiaque;, unlefs we would rather choofeto
fay that thefe Gentlemen acted the Impoftors,

and
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and would imitate the Stories of Numa, Za-
molxis and Minos, or rather, thofe which the
Rabbies and Cabalifts (Reuchlin Lib. de Caba-
lz ) have pleafantly forg’d concerning ' the Pa-
triarchs. of the Old Teftament, and would
make us believe that Adam was govern’d by
his Angel Razeil, Sem by fopbzel Abrabam
by Fr “"ﬂ--c[—Kh’l 1faac by Raphael, Facob by
Picl, and Mofes by Mittaron, Sed creda
7&:54"&1:; Apella, non Ego, Lﬁ.ﬁ the Jews be-
lieve. it, { (ha'n’s. However this ~may be
remaxkd of  the Hiftorians, that thefe Con-
trivances have not always been without their
Ufe, fecing Scipio pradtifing them with Judg-
ment amonout the Romans, acquir'd the Repu-
tation of a great and good Man, and yras
fent to congquer Spain, though he was not
then of the Age: of four and twenty : Livy
{peaks thus concerning him 3" Fuit Scipio non
tantum veris artibus mzmbzlu Jed arte quogue
quadam adiwventa ad aﬂenmtmnem compofita
plerague apud multitudinem awt per- noflurnas
vifas [pecies, aut veluti divinitus mente moni-
ta agensy Scipio was not only admirable for
histrue Politicks, but hkbwiﬁ, for. ‘his arti-
ficial Contrivances, tranfatting many things
with the Popullu, as pr ocurimrr from No-
&urnal Appearances, orthe influence of fome
Divine Admonition : So likewife many other
Princes and private Men, that were not ca-
pable of arriving at the Finenefs of {uch In-
ventions, contented themfelves with fome-
thing elfe; that they thought might COII])tI'i-
ute
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bute to the Luftre of their Actions. ’Tis for
this reafon Tucitus {ays, thatVefpafian was,
Ommnium - que diceret aut ageret arte quadam
Offtentator, had,a certain Art of {etting off all
lie faid or did, with a fort of Oftentation,
( Annals ‘Book 3.) and Corbulo 18 reprefented
by the fame Author, Super experientiam [a-
pientiamyque etiam fpecie. inanium wvalidus; be-
fides his Wifdom and Experience, he made
even trifling Appearances become prevalents
and this was done for a good Reafon, fince
he fays in another place;! Prinicipibus omnia
ad faman dirigenda, Princes (hould diret all
their. A&ions to the obtaining ‘a Reputation,
feeing, according to Cerdan’s Remark, Aifti-
matio & opiniorerumn bumanarwn Regine funz,
(Book 3. de Util.) for Efteem” and Opinion
are the Queens of Human Altions. Several
other Obfervations which relate to the go-
vernment of particular Perfons might here be
made, but for thofe I (hall refer to the Trea-
tife of Cardan juft-now cited, and proceed te
the Secrets of OFconomy, or the Rule and
Adminiftration of Families, in which T con-
tent my felf with taking notice of fome that
have been ufed to counterplot the Intrigues
which Women make ufe of againft their Hu-
{bands, in their purfuit of unlawful Pleafures
to which purpofe I remember to have read
a Story in the pleafant Tales of Boucket, or
Chaudrier, which thall here pafs for ferious,
as being much more proper to corred thefe
wanton Humours, than that of Lz Mule, who

was




48 Confiderations upon

was eight Days without drinking, which is
mention’d by Cardan in his Book of Wifdom.
A certain Pyfician, fay they, being inform’d
that his Wife went to divert her felf;

Intrabat calidum veteri Centone Lupanar,
Juvenal.

would often go to Places of no very good
Credit, and that the next Day fhe was to
meet Company, was not in the leaft con-
cern’d at it nor took any notice, but at mid-
night, and when his Wife dreamt of nothing
lefs, leapt out of Bed feigning that Thieves
were in the Houfe, takes his Sword in his
Hands, difcharges two or three Piftols, cries
Help, Murder, ftrikes his Sword upon the
Table and Wainfcot, in thort, ‘does all he
could to frighten and difturb his Family; In
the ‘morning when all was over, he felt his
Wife’s Pulfe, and found it much oppres’d by
reafon of the fright fhe had had, and for
that he muft take away ten or twelve Oun-
ces of Blood. Now this Evacuation having
caus’d a fmall Emotion, he began to feem
concerned as if fhe had a high Fever, upon
which he repeated the bleeding feven or eight
times afterwards, he proceeded to fhaving
cupping and purging her to the laft degree,
fo that the kept her Bed fix Months, without
ever having been fick. In the mean time. he
had opportunity to ruin her Intrignes and
break off her old Acquaintance, to {poil her
fine Complexion ; cool her warm Bleod, al-

2 lay
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lay the Ferment of the Humours, which
had rais’d in her a Flame more unextin-
guifhable than'that of the Stone Afbeffos,

Qui_nulla_moritur , nullaque_extinguitur

Arte. (Trigault.)

That cannot * die,” not yet be quench’d
by Art.

But the Secrets the People 'of China practife
to cure thofe Diforders which are crept into
Families is much neater and more artful,
For they have made it one’of the principal
Laws of their Nation, That'the chief Grace
and Beauty of theit Women' fhould depend
upon the fmallnefs “of ‘their Feet,” and that
they fhould ‘be " efteemed  the ‘moft beautiful
who had “the fmalleft and" prettieft. * This
Law was no fooner publifh’d, but all the
Mothers , without confidering the confe=
quence, ‘began’ to fwath and 'bind up their
Daughters Feet fo tight, thatithey could not
go abroad, nor indeed ftand upright, but by
the affiftance of two or three Servauts s f{o
this Figure, tho" at firft artificial, paffing into
a natural Shape, like that of the Macrocephali
ot Pcople with long Heads, mention'd by
Hippocrates, the Chinefe infenfibly fix’d the
Mercury which their Women had in their
Feet, making them refemble the Tortoife men-
tion'd by the Poets.

B ~——Tur-
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~Tardigrada & domiporta
Sub  pedibus Veneris Cous quam finxit A-
pelles.

Of Progrefs flow, with Houfe upon her
Back,
Such as dpelles plac’d at Venus's Fect.

By this means they hindred them from wal-
king abroad with their Gallants, and to their
ufual Appointmients : In the fame manner as
the Venetian Ladies are oblig’d to ftay at
home ‘much oftner. than. they would do, by
the- ufe .and -extraotdinary inconvenience of
their Choppins = But the Story reported by
Mocquet-1s much ftranger and {urprizing, for
he {ays, that he has not only. been credibly
informed, but has/{een it practis’d amongft the
Caribes a People rude and barbarous, that
when a Hufband dies, let it be by what ac-
cident foever; the Woman is conftrain’d un-
der pain of remnaining contemptible, infamous
and deferted by all her Friends and Relations,
to refolve to die with him and to throw her
{elf .into a great Pile of Fire,, with as much
Pomp and. rejoycing as if it were upon the
day of hier Nuptials : upon which. Mocquet
fays, that being much furprizd; he afk’d the
reafon of fuch a Cuftom; and, was anfwer'd,
that. this was wifely eftablifh’d as.a Remedy
for thegreat Inconftancy and Falfenefs of the
Women of this Country, who before the

making of this Law were ufed to poifon their
Hufbands
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Hufbands when they were weary of them;

or had a mind to marry! fome other that was
more ftrong and vigoious;

Quiique [uo melius nervum tendebar Ulyfle,
Who than Ulyffes drew a ftronger Bow.

Nowr if this:Remedy: was well proportion'd
to- theé: Nature of thofe!People for whom
it'was ordain’d , ) that!which Diomyfius the
Tyranto of Syracufe put inopractice to hine
der “the Feaftsi'and 'Affemblics ‘which were
kept in.the"Night, was not:lefs fitted to ‘his
Occeafions 5 “for* without :declaring: that they
any way'difpleas'd: him; ‘or fhowing that he
feared left ‘they had any defign to confpiré
againft him; hewas icontént by degrees: to
grant Tpunity. torall Riots and Thefts-that
were committed in-the-Night, turning them
into a Subje&t of Laughter, and by this Cons
nivance ' gave {uch a Confidence to all the
loofe Fellows in the Town to ufe all People
ill'that' they met in: the Streets; in the night
time', that ‘no Perfon durft!ftir out of their
Houfe' after'Sun fet, for fear of running the
hazard of ‘being ftript or miurderd by thofe

forts of Robbers. )
Let us come now to fome others, lefs fe-
rious'and’ confequently lefs troublefoine and
dangerous : The Republicks of Greeve being
defirous that their Subje&s fhould eat their
Fith whilft it was frefh and 'at a reafonable
Rate, had not recourfe to'the Methods of lay-
E 2 ing
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inga Fine upont them, for which the Fifh-
mengers might have had {fome reafonito com-
plain, but they took the Advice which the
Comick Poet Alexis fays was propofed to them
by driffonicus | they ‘12id “a grievous Penalty
upon all Perfons that {old Fifh i they did it
down in the Market, Ut ii flandi tedio laff-
tudineq; confeltr; quam recentiffimos venderent +,
That being weary of ftanding theymight felf
them: frefh to difpatch their Market: So the
Rotians would not {uffer the Priefts of Fupi-
zer-to ride' on Horfe-back left as Feftus Pom-
pivs Aays, i -longius ur&e /z’zﬁ“m’e:ent facra
negligeréntur'y - €5 they:fhould igo far from
the City the Holy Ofﬁces might chance to be
negledted.

It -were an. eafie: thing to produce’ {everal
more:Examples: of ithis kind, - 1f  thefe were
not fufficient to det us-judge of thereft, and
toclead ‘us to the third {ort, Which is'that of
Politicks;or the Government of Nations by
onne Petfon or by many » Now-n rélation to
this-laft, - that nothing: may be omitted that
can ferve for its llluﬁrdtion we may obferve
thiree things; ‘The firft is the general Science
of -the Eftablifhment - and' Prefervation- of
States and Empires, which Science does not
only:contain What has been delivered down
to.us by Plato-and Ariftotle, but likewife all
that Tuly in hisBook of Laws, Xenophon in
his Prince; Plutareh-in-his M"mms Ifocrates,
Synefius and other Authors have thought ne-
cdfary to be-underftood and praétis'd by thofe
who
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who govery's It is' likewife certain, that it
confifts in ‘many Rulés'that are univerfally
received and approvid, fuch as thefe ;. ‘That
things do ot happen by chance or neceflitys
That there isa God that is the firft Caufe of
all things, who has made a Heaven for the
Reward of the Juft;, and eternal Torments
for the Punifhment: of the Wicked 3  That
fome ought to command, and others to obey 5
That it is. the Duty of a Man to defend his
Religion, his Prince and his Country, in the
fight of all Men, and againft'all Men; That
the main Strength of a Prince confiftsin the
Love and>Union of: his Subjeéts ;: ‘That he
has a right to levy Money from his Subjects
to {fupply the Neceffities of 'War, and for the
Maintenance of his Court;with {everal others
fet forth and explained by Marnz, Ammirato,
Parusa, Remigio, Fiorentino ;- Zinaro, Mal-
vezzi, and Botero in their Political Diz
{courfes,

'The fecond is ‘properly what the French
call Maximes &’Eftat, and the Italians Ragion
di Stato, though Boterus has compris’d all
the three Differences under that Term, when
he fays, Ragione di Stato e notitia di Mezzi
atti @ fundare, confervare & ampliare, un
Dominio, Reafon of State is the Knowledge
of meafures proper for the Foundation, Pre-
fervation, and Increafe of a Dominion j in
which he has not hit fo right, in my Opi-
nion, as thofe who defin’d it to be,  Exce/fus
Juris communis: proprer commune Bonum', An

E 3 Encroach-
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Encroaching upon.common! Right, for the
common Good ; -feeing this Definition being
more {pecial, particular and determindte, one
may diftinguifh by it betwixt the firft Rules
for the Foundations of Empires, -which are
eftablithed upon Laws, and conformabie to
Reafon 5 and thefe fecond which Clapmarius
wmproperly calls' dreana Imperiorum, and we,
with more reafon, Maxims of State, fince
they cannot be pronounced Lawful, either ac-
cording to the Natural or Civil Law, or the
Laws of Nations but only out of Confidera-
tion of the publick Good, which often
reaches farther than that: of particilar Per-
fons 5 {o we fee that Claudius, when by the
Laws of his Country he could not take 7Fulia
Agrippina the Daughter of Germanicus to be
his Wife,; he had recourfe to the Laws of
State; and fo found outanevident Contradii-
on to the ordinary ones, and married her; ne
femina experte fecunditatis, {ays Tacitus.,
inkegra Juventa, clavitudinem Cefarum in aliam
domum transferret; Book 12, That.ds o’ fay,
left this Lady happening to marry into fome
great Houfe, the Blood of the Cefars might
be fpread into other Families, and produce a
Number of Princes and Princeffes ; who in
time might have fome Pretenfions to the Ein-
pire and confequently difturb the publick
‘Tranquillity. For the fame' reafon Tibe-
rius - would not - let Agrippina’ the Wi~
dow of Germanicus, and Mother to her we
have been fpeaking of, marry again, the’ fhe

requi-
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required it of him with fuch Remonftrances,
fupported with powerfiil Realons, as could not
be refug'd her, without Injuftice, which ne-
verthelels ‘was render’d lawful; by Reafon
of State, fince Tiberius “Was not ignorant
 quanim ex republica petererut , Tacitus
Book 4. Annal.) that is to fay, what confe-
quence this Marriage might b of, and that
the Children which fhould fpring from,it,
being fo nedrly related to dugu/fus; the Roman
State might fome Day fall into great Troubles
and Parties by reafon of divers Perfons that
might ihake Pretences to the Empire. -No
Law likewife permits'us- to' procure the 1l
and Difadvantage of oe that never has done
us any harm. “And yet this Maxim of ‘State.
related by Livy (Book 2. Dec. 5.) 1d agen- -
dum ne orinium rérim jus ac” poteftds ad unim
populim perveniat, That care thould be taken
that no one People fhould have an univerfal
Power 3 obliges us-to Tuccour our Neighbour
againft thofe who’ hdve never offended us
for fear their Ruin fhould ferve as Steps to
haften our'own, and that all our Companions
being devoured by thofe new Cyclops’s, we
fhould * expé& no othér Favour than that
which was granted fo Ulyffes to be the laft
Morfel to fatisfie their Hunger. This is the
Pretext that the £tolians made ufe of to ob-
tain Succours from King Antiochus and Deme-
trius King of the Ilyrians to excite PhilipKing
of Masedonia and Father of Perfeus to take
up Arins ‘againft the Romans, -~ This was

E 4 likewile
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likewife the Reafon why that great Politi-
cian Cofmo de Medicis, was {o defirous to
keep Milan from falling into the hands of
the Venetians, when the Race of the 7if-
eonti DuKes of Milon was extin®. And Hen-
7y the Fourth being inform’d that the Duke
of Savoy had fail'd in his Attempt to {urprize
Geneva, {aid openly, That if it had fucceed-
ed he would have laid Siege to it the Day
following ; and yet - when the King of
Spain invaded the fame Duke’s Territories,
France upon the foremention’d Maxim; came
in powerfully to his Afliftance. It was this
which furnif’d Alexander the: Sixth and
Francis the Firft with a lawful Excufe for
making Alliances with the Grand Seignior ;
From thence the Spaniards held a {ecret Cor-
refpondence with the Hugonors, and France
let Troops pafs privately into the. Zalioline
and intc Holland, though all this {eem’d in
outward Appearance to be againft the Rules
of Religion, at leaft of common Piety and
Confcience. . In thort, without this Confide-
ration there could never have. been {o many
Leagues broken as we find in Guicciardine s
Charles. the Fifth would never have abando-
ned the Venetzans to the Turks: Charles the
Eightb would not {o eafily have been driven
out of lraly: Paul the Fifth would not fo
_quietly have got Pofleflion of the Dutchy of
Lerrara, nor could the prefent Pope have
feiz’d upon that of Urbin : So many Princes
would not defire the Reflitution of the Puls

tinate,
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tinate, nor the Profperity of the King of
Sweden, nor that Cafal fhould remain to
the Duke of Mantua, were it not by vir-
tue of this Maxim, to fet bounds to the un-
meafurable Ambition of certain Nations who
would put that in practice towards their
neighbouring Princes, which rich Citizens
do to the poor ones

O fi angulus ille
Parvulus accedat qui nunc -denormat Agel-
lum. Hor. Book 2.

Might that fmall Angle happen to my

- fhare

*Twould make this Field of mine fo re-
gular!

We might add, that the Law of Arms does
not permit thofe People to be ill treated,
who have furrender’d themfelves, and imn-
plor’d the Mercy of their: Conqueror, and
yet when the number of Prifoners is {o great
that they cannot eafily be guarded, provided
for, or put-into a Place of Safety, or that
their own Side will not Ranfom them, it is
allow’d by thefe Maxims to put them all to
the Sword, fince otherwife they might ftarve
an Army, put them to defiance, favour the
Enterprizes of their Companions, and caufe -
a thoufand other Difticulties. ~And for this
Realon Aldus Manutius, Difcourfe Il has
held, that. Hannibal might bejuftly excusd
for {laying in the Temple of Funo all the Re- .

man




58 Conﬁdemtiom npon

man Captives that would ‘not  follow him
when he left Jealy; although for this and
{fome other Actions Falerius Maximus has gi-
ven him this Charaé&er, Hannibal cujus ma-
jori ex parte virtus. [#vitia conftabat, The
Valour of Hamnibal confifted moft inCruelty.

To fuch Maxims as thefe we may refer
the manner of A&ing, or particular Cuftoms
of certain Nations as to their own Govern-
ment: As for Example, that of our Salick
Law, fo religioufly obferv’d touching the
Succeflion of Males to the Crown, and the
Exclufion of Females, by which Means the
Crown was preferv’d from the Invafionof the
Spaniards during the time of the League :
The true and loyal Frenchmen having prote-
fted againft all foreign Pretenfions as null
and void, and difmift all the Rivals by this
formal Text of the Law, Francorum Regni
fucceffor Mafculns efto, Let the Succeflor to
the Kingdom of ' the Franks be a Male.

That Law of the Chinefe 1s much of the
fame Nature, which prohibits Strangers from
coming into their Kingdom under ' pain of
Death; That of the grand Turk to {trangle
all his Relationsy thatof the King of Ormius
to put out their Eyes; that of the Aby/fins to
make them dwell upon the topof an inaccef=
fible Mountain 5 the Offracifme amongft the
Atbeniansy the Maize to the Palaix, 2 Peo-
ple of Germany 4 the Council of Difcoli at
Luscay the Lake Orfano at Venice the Ins

quifition in Spain and Italy; and feveral o~
they
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ther Laws and Cuftoms peculiar to each Na-
tion, - which have no .other Foundation of
Right but thefe Reafons of State, and yer
are all very religioufly obferv’d, as being ne-
ceffary for the Confervation of thofe States
that make ufe of them.

To conclude: The Jaft thing that is to be
confider’d in Politicks are thefe smafler firokes
which may come under the {ame definition
that we have already given to the Maxims
and Reafons of Stave, Ut fint exceffus juris
communis propier commune bonum, or to ex-
plain it better, Bold end extraordinary Atti-
ons, which Princes are conflrain’d to execute
when their Affairs are difficult and almoft to
be defpair’d of; contrary to the common Right,
without obferving any Order or-Form of = fu-
flice , . but bazarding particular Intereft - for
the good of the Publick. - But the better to
diftinguifh between thefe Maxims, this may
be added, ‘that generally when any thing 1s
done by Maxims, all Caufes, Reafons, Mani-
fefto’s, Declarations, and Forms and Methods
to prove an Action lawful precede the Effeéts
and Operations of them; whereas on the
contrary, in thefe mafler firokes of State, the
Thunderbolt falls: before the Noife of it is
heard in the Skies, Ante ferit, quam flamme
micet, Prayers are faid before the Bell is rung
for them ; the Execution precedes the Sen-
tence; he receives the Blow that thinks he
himfelf is giving it ; ‘he fuffers who never ex-
pected it, and he dies: that Jeok’d upon him-
4 ol
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felf to be the mioft {ecurey all is done in the
Night and Obfcurity, amongft Storms and
Confufion, the Goddefs Laverna prefides, and
the firft Grace requefted of her1s this,

Da fallere, da fanétum juffumque videre
Notiem peccats, & fraudibus objice Nubem.

Make me a Saint and Juft to human Sight,
But wrap my Cheats in Clouds,and Crimes
in Night. '

They have however fo much thatis good
1 them,thatthey have the fame Jufticeand E-
quity that we faid before lay under the Max-
ims and Reafons of State, but thofe Maxims
might be publifh’d before the Stroke, where-
as. the principal Rule obfervd in thefe, is to
keep them conceal’d till they arefinifh’d.  Of
this fort were the remarkable Exccutions of
the Count of St. Paul under Lewis the Ele-
venth, of the Marfhal de Biron under Henry
the Fourth, the Earl of, Effex under Eliza-
beth Queen of England, the Marquis D’ Ancre
under the King now reigning; the two Bro-
thers under Henry the Third, of Majon under
William the Firft, King of Sicily,; of David
Riccio under Mary Queen of Scors, of Spurius
Melius the RomanKnight under Abala Servi-
lius Commander of the Horfey of Sejamus
and Plautian under two {everal Emperors,
which were all as lawful and neceflary one
as the other, and yet the three firft ought to
be refer’d to Maxims. and:Reafons of Stase,
iE I becaufe
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becaufe the Procefs was made and Forms of
L.aws obferv'd before their Execution, and
all the reft to the mafler [trokes of State and
Refin'd Politicks,  becaufe ‘no Proceedings
were againft them till their Execution.  We
may likewife bring this diftinétion, that al-
though many Formalities might precedethe
execution of a Defign, «yet if Religion 1s
mightily profan’d by'it; as'when'the Veneti-
an 1aid, Somo Venetiani, dopo' Chriftiani, We
are Venetians' and afterwards . Chriftians :
Whena Chriftian Prince calls in the Turk to
his Afliftance; ‘when Henry the Eighth made
his Country revolt from ' the Holy Seej
when the Duke of Saxomy encourag’d the
Herefv of Luthers when Charles of Bourbon
took Rome, 1mprifon’d the Pope; and put
three Cardinals to Death ; or when the Af-
fair is altogether extraordinary and of ver
great Confequence for the Good or 1ll that
may happen from it 5 then'we may ufe this
Term of a mafter Stroke of State; as we may
judge by the following enumeration of {fome
of them which have been put in Pra&ice not
by Turks, Infidels or Cannibals, but by Chri-
ftian Princes, fuch’ as not to' flatter or fpare
our own Nation, have been Kings of Francey
amongft whom Clovis the firft Chriftian King,
committed fome f{o firange and fo far from
all Juftice, that I cannot imagine what
thoughts that good Man- Savaren muft have
when he wrote a Book of 'his Sanctity:
Charles the Seventh made no feruple of - car-

rying
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tying on his defigns by Foan the Maid of O
loans y Lewis the Eleventh broke his Word
given to the Conftable, deceiv'd every one
under the Veil of Religion, and made ufe of
the Hermite the Prevoff to put marly Perfonsto
death withott any formal Proceedings 5 'Fran-
¢cis'the Firff was the Caufel of the Turks
coming into Itzly, and would not obferve the
‘Treaty made at Madridy Charles the Ninth
confented to ‘the ' meimorable «Maffacre of
St. Bartholomew, and to the {fecret Affaflina-
tion of - Lignerolles and Buffy 5 Henry the
Third difpatch’d'the Guifes 5 Heury the Fourth
made a League Offenfive and Defenfive with
the Hollanders, not to mention his Converfi-
on to the Catholick Religiony and Lewis the
Fust, all whofe ‘Actions were efteem’'d Mi-
racles, and his mafter firokes of State to be
the effeds of his Juftice, pradisd two fig-
nal ones in the Death of the Marquis D’ nsre,
and the Succours he fent to the Valtoline. As
for the Venetians, if it is true that they hold
conftant to the Maxims abovemention'd, it
muft be confefs’d that they remain plung’d
in the depth of a continual Matchiavelifin,
not to mention feveral other things that they
daily pra&ice. ~'The Florentines in rejoycing
at the Captivity of ' St. Lewis 1n the Holy
Land, did not fo'much ‘make ufe of a Secret
of State, as of an A&ion very difcommen-
dable and fhameful:: It was remarkable, fays
Villani, that 1when the News ¢ame to Florence
where the Gibellins were then in Power, they
made
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smade a Feaft in their great Hall.  Amongft
the Popes we may take notice of the Prifon
of Celeftine, the Poifon of Alexander the
Sixth, the Aflaffination of Father Paul, which
was defign’d, though not perfected; which
are two certain proofs, that they do not ceafe
to, be Men when they are ele@ted to be Popes.
Charles of dnjou King of Sicily, cut off the
Heads of Conradin and Frederick of Auftria &
Peter of Arragon gave Authority. to the Sici=
lian Vefpers. - Alphonfo King of Naples, and
Alexander the Sixth had recourfe to Bajezer
againft the Forces of Charles the Eighth of
France. ' The Emperor Charles the Fifth, did
not give the Inveftiture of the Dutchy of -
lan to the Duke of Orleance, though in his
Paflage through France he had. promis’d to do
it.  The fame Emperor juft at the Time
when he had it in his: Power to Ruine the
Proteftants, rather chofe to make ufe of them
to invade France, and call'd them his Black
Guards.  He .diverted that Money which
Germany had contributed to the War againft
the Turks, to the Ruin of Francis the Finfts
His Hatred to the King of England be-
caufe of the Divorce from his Aunt, made
Rome fo - violent againft Henry the Eighth,
and by this means gave occafion to the Change
of Religion which then happen’d, = After
this he made a League witlt that King; and
got him to take Arms, againft France - His
General Charles de Bourbon took Rame and
raisd fuch a Perfecution againft the Ecclefia-

fticks,
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fticks, zhar (as it is in that Dialogue of Cha-
ronve ) no Man durft appear abroad inthe Ha-
bit of a Fryar or a Priefl. In fhort, in his
time and by his Command, there was {o
great a Butchery of Men in the Indies, which
were then newly difcoverd, thatit is beyond
any credibility. ~ Philip the Second would ne-
ver {uffer the Pope to meddle with the Af-
fairs of Portugal, and hang’d up all the French
Soldiers that were going to the Affiftance of
Don Antonio. And whoever does not know
how much he labour’d for the Reconciliati-
on of Henry the Fourth to the Church of
Rome, may learn it from Cardinal D’Offat’s:
Letters, whereall thofe Artifices are record-
ed which at that time were practis'd ‘againft
the French Monarchy. ‘Now thefe Exam-
ples drawn only from the Hiftories of ten or
twelve Princes being fo many in Number, T
am of Opmion they may ferve for an un-
doubted Proof to demonftrate, that though
the Writings of Mazchiavel are prohibited,
his Dodtrine has neverthelefs been pradis’d
by the fame Perfons, whofe Authority has
cenfur'd them,

But having fully difcours’d of the Defini-
tion, 1t is likewife neceflary to confider, what
the Divifion may be ; the firft and moft na-
tural way feems to be to divide them Into
juft and injuft,that isto fay, into Monarchical,
and Tyrannical; and that under the firlt we
may place the death of Plautian, Sejanus, and
the Marquis D’ Ancre; and to the fecond that
of Remus and Conradin, . Befides
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Befides this Divifion, which I look upon

as the principal, . they may likewife be divi-
ded into fuch as regard the publick good,
and others that have refpect only to the pri-
vate Intereft of the People wlo undertake
them. The firft comprehends fuch A&ions
as that of Hamnibal, who put to death a
Roman Prifoner, who in. his Prefence had
flain an Elephant, Dicens indignum vitd qui
cogi potuerat cum beflis decertare 5 Saying he
was not fit tolive, who was fo mean as to be
compell’d to fight with Beafts.  Although it
1s thuch more. probable as Sarifburgenfis has
judicioufly obferv’d (Palycrat, Book 1. ¢, 2.)
Eum noluiffe Captivum inauditi triumphi glo-
r1a illuftrari, & infamari Beflias quarum vir-
tute terrorem Orbi incufferaty He would not
fuffer a Captive to be honoured with the
Glory of an unheard,of Triumph, and thofe
Beafts thould fallinto any difcredit, by whofe
Strength we had firuck Tesror through the
Univerfe. So the People of Elis in Greece
having brought Phidias the Statuary from A-
thens to make the Image of Fupiter O rpi-
us, when he had perform’d his Work fo ad-
mitatiof), thinking that if they let him return
to Athens he might make another that might
furpafs it, accus'd him of Sacrilege and ha-
ving cut off both his Hands, fent him home
in that condition 5 Nec puduit illos Fovem de«
bere facrilegio , nor were they atham’d to
owe their Fupirer to a Sacrilege, fays Sencca,
and the poor Phidias, Talem fecit Fovem uz
K has
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hoc gjus opus Elii, ultimum effe wvellent, Made
fuch a Fove as was to be-the laft Work he
whas to finith. ~As to'thofe which regard
a private Intereft they have been pradisd by
al] the Legiflators and New Prophets that
we fhall fpeak of hereafter.

They may likewife be divided into thofe
swhich “are fortuitous or cafuals. as when
Columbus perfuaded fome of the Inhabitants
of the new World, “that he would take a-
way the Moon from'them (which was foon
after to. {uffer an Eclipfe) if they did not
furnith him with plenty of Provifions ; and
into thofe which wete premeditated and un-
dertaken upon a mature deliberation from
the apparent Good that they judge may
proceed from them, as moft “of thole were
which we have lately difcours’d of.

There are likewife fome that are fingle
or determin’d by one”blow, -as the, Death
of Sejanus; and fome that are compound-
ed, ‘that is, follow’d or preceded by feves
tal others; “preceded, ds that of St. Bariho,
lomew by the death of Lignerolles, the Max-
tiage of the King of Navarre, and the
wounding of the Admital 3 follow’d, as the
Ekectition of the Marquis of Ancré by that
of T¥avail, of his Wife the Marchionefs, and
the Exile of the' Quean-Mother.

There are fouie which are done by Prin-
ces, “when  the Neceflity and Conjunéure of
their Affairs require them, of which.only we
fhalltreat in this Difcourfe; andothers which

: are
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